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L C Paper No. CM1/22/08-09

Extract of the minutes of the Committee on Members' Interests meeting
on 2 January 2009

l. Briefing on the draft advisory guidelines on matters of ethics in
relation to the conduct of Members and the draft procedure of the
Committee on Members' Interestsfor handling complaintsreceived
(LC Paper Nos. CM1/11/08-09 to CM1/13/08-09)

Title of the Advisory Guidelines

4, Ms Emily LAU said that she had discussed the draft Advisory
Guidelines with some Members, who expressed the concern that the term "5& &
H#E" | |.e. the Chinese version of the term "ethics', in the title of the Advisory
Guidelines might be misleading as the Advisory Guidelines only covered matters
relating to "standards of conduct® and not "moral standards’. They had
suggested CMI to consider using the term " 57" as an alternative.

5. The Clerk said that the title of the Advisory Guidelines was based
on the rule under which it was to be issued, i.e. Rule 73(1)(d) of the Rules of
Procedure ("RoP"), which also used the Chinese term "JE{EfZ#E". The Clerk
further said that when the Chinese version of the Standing Orders ("SQO") of the
former LegCo was first available in April 1996, the term was already used in SO
60B(1)(d), which had the same wording as RoP 73(1)(d). Members might wish
to consider amending RoP 73(1)(d) first before amending the title of the
Advisory Guidelines.

6. Mr WONG Sing-chi and Mr Abraham SHEK preferred the use of

= n

the term "#25F" to replace the term "JE#E". Mr WONG considered that it was
an old usage to trandate the term "ethics' as "JE{EfZ#E" and a more modern
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trand ation was "#a<1".




Action

SALALl
the Clerk

7. Ms Emily LAU added that the proposed revision to the Chinese title
of the Advisory Guidelines should not be construed as CMI no longer being
concerned about Members' unethical conduct. She pointed out that paragraph 1
of the Advisory Guidelines provided that a Member should ensure that his
conduct must not be such as to bring discredit upon LegCo.

8. Senior Assistant Legal Adviser 1 ("SALA1") said that in the Laws
of Hong Kong, the usual Chinese rendition of the term "ethics' was "JE{&E", e.q.
the "Ethics Committee" established under the Medical Registration Ordinance
(Cap. 161) was known as ";EfEEZEEE" in Chinese.  SALAL further said
that rendition of a term depended on the context and in the context of the
Advisory Guiddlines, the use of "#257" as the Chinese version of the term
"ethics' would not be inappropriate. SALA1 added that in view of Members
views, he would discuss with the Clerk after the meeting to see if a more
appropriate Chinese rendition could be found.

9. Members agreed that the Secretariat should recommend a more
accurate term to replace the term ";E{=fZ#E" for members consideration. A
paper should then be forwarded to the Committee on Rules of Procedure on the
proposed amendment to RoP 73(1)(d). After the rule was amended by
resolution of the Council, the title of the Advisory Guidelines would then be
revised accordingly.

Council Business Division 3
Legidative Council Secretariat
2 April 2009
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