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It is well known that horse racing has long been an icon of Hong Kong. Every year,
tens of thousands of overseas and Mainland visitors flock to Hong Kong to
experience the excitement of the races. The suggestion of adding five racedays and
20 simulcast race meetings and to extend the racing season to mid July each year is
something the travel trade would warmly welcome. We believe the extra races
during the summer travel peak season will be added onto the itineraries of many
overseas visitors. (Gray Line Tours of Hong Kong Limited)
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Increase in number of race days offers greater choice to leisure and recreation for
the majority of self-disciplined race goers and more opportunity for keen horse
owners. Competitions from Macau, Singapore and the internet are clearly evident
and threatening the status quo..... by unilaterally restraining the HKJC is unlikely to
solve their problems. (Eric K C Li)
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I have never considered the Club as a place of “gambling”, instead | have always
looked at it as one of the main charity organization in Hong Kong. Many of Hong
Kong’s world renown health care institutions are the result of charitable donation
and funding from the Jockey Club. (Dr. C. H. LEONG)
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust (HKJCCT), in our views, served the
Hong Kong Society well in the following aspects:

—  The HKJCCT supplemented and complemented the Hong Kong Government
in providing, sustaining, enhancing and further developing the many essential
public services to the community as a whole and in particular, to the
underprivileged.

—  supported a vast number and range of non-governmental organizations and
charitable organizations with missions to fill out “gaps” in the many aspects
of social and public services for the people of Hong Kong. The HKJCCT’s
support and guidance are especially treasured when new NGQO'’s are at their
budding stages, and whenever huge financial support are essential and
difficult to be raised for new capital projects.

—  plays a most crucial role in encouraging and promoting the piloting of many
new and innovative services delivery models, as well as the development and
advancement of science and technologies and their application in industries
and economy.

—  through its many initiatives in supporting the services activities of public
services organizations and non-governmental organizations, The HKJCCT
has fostered and promoted the spirit of volunteering, and beneficence. The
HKJCCT’s effort has also contributed most significantly to social
development and advancement of Hong Kong. (The Hong Kong Anti-Cancer
Society)
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Everybody knows that gambling is no good, particularly gambling among the
young. But the fact is that there is always a demand for betting in the community
and if this gambling need is not met by the provision of regulated betting in a
socially responsible manner, those who choose to gamble will have no alternatives
but to turn to illegal and unregulated gambling. The result is an obvious lose-lose
to the whole community and to those who bet...... Although | don’t know the
details of how illegal bookmakers operate, | do know that they are the real evil
because they operate 24 hours a day and are not subject to any regulation and do not
even bother to verify the age of those who place bets.....The Jockey Club, on the
contrary, judiciously guards against underage betting and credit betting in its effort
to minimize the harm of the inevitability of gambling. | therefore see the Club’s
endeavor to increase the number of racing days and simulcasts as a move to further
protect betting revenues from being diverted to other forms of unregulated
gambling. As a non-profit organizations, the Club cannot possibly be driven by
profit or self-interest. It is for these reasons — not for the self-serving reason that
the HKUST has received donations from the Jockey Club — that | stand ready to
lend my support to the Club in its effort to serve Hong Kong better. 1 know no
other betting operators who have contributed so much to the community and one so
much to minimize the harm of betting. (Prof Paul Chu, the Hong Kong University
of Science And Technology)
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I think the development of racing industry is at its crossroads. While the standard
of racing have reached the world’s highest level, the present political environment
and existing government structure have sadly and greatly hindered the long-term
development of horse racing. Many in our profession including jockeys and
trainers have growing concerns about the long-term sustainability of horse racing in
Hong Kong. (Casper Fownes, Horse Trainer)
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