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1. Introduction

1.1 The implementation of National Education and National Security
Education has been widely discussed in the local community, especially over the
past few years. A Subcommittee to Study the Promotion of National and
National Security Education (“the Subcommittee”) has been established by the
Legislative Council’s Panel on Education, with a view to studying and following
up the implementation of National Education and National Security Education in
local schools as well as other relevant policy issues, and making
recommendations where necessary.

1.2 At the request of the Subcommittee, the Research Office has prepared
this Fact Sheet on National Education and National Security Education in
Singapore and the United States. Main findings are illustrated below and the
mode of delivery of National Education and National Security Education in these
two places together with those in Hong Kong are summarized in Appendix.

2. Definitions of National Education and National Security Education

2.1 Both Hong Kong and Singapore have official documents defining
“National Education” and their respective approaches in education regarding
the subject. However, the nomenclature does not appear to be commonly
adopted in education-related policy documents in other places.
Notwithstanding, it is noted that content conventionally associated with “National
Education”, such as the development of national identity, civic or citizenship
education, educational activities serving political development and stability of a
nation, and equipping young people with awareness, attitudes and skills for
national defence,* could also be found in educational curriculum in many places
under different labels, and is often subsumed under elements including teaching
and learning of history and culture, national values and morals, and other
knowledge and attitudes shared among citizens.

1 See Cheng, Y.C. & Yuen, T. (2017).



2.2 Meanwhile, there is even less consensus around what constitute
“National Security Education”. First of all, places have varied definition for
elements of “national security”: while one of the most common definitions of
national security would be military and homeland security concerning issues
related to national defence, it can also refer to responding to the repercussions of
natural disasters (in the case of Japan) or be presented as a multi-dimensional
concept covering a wide variety of areas (such as economic security, ecological
security, etc.) that are subject to threats. The Mainland?, Hong Kong and
Singapore appear to have adopted the multi-dimensional approaches on national
security or defence against related threats. Subject to a particular place’s
adopted definition of national security, it will then be translated into educational
programmes aiming at teaching students relevant knowledge on the perceived
major potential threats.

2.3 Amid the diversity set out above, it should not be surprising for
individual places to implement “National Education” and “National Security
Education”, or comparable programmes, with their own approaches and sets of
contents which are very much dependent on the history, culture, geography
as well as social development specific to the places concerned. The ensuing
paragraphs will briefly discuss “National Education” and “National Security
Education” in Hong Kong, and then set out, in more depth, observations on
“National Education” and “National Security Education”, or comparable
programmes, in Singapore and the United States.

3. Hong Kong

3.1 In Hong Kong, National Education is an important component of values
education in schools, with an objective to nurture young people into quality
citizens who have a sense of belonging to our country, a sense of national
identity and social responsibility, and affection for Hong Kong and the
Chinese people.

2 In the Mainland, the five essential elements of the holistic view of national security are:
(a) regarding the people’s security as the ultimate goal, (b) achieving political security as
the fundamental task, (c) taking economic security as the foundation, (d) leveraging
military, cultural and public security as means of guarantee, and (e) promoting international
security so as to establish a national security system with Chinese characteristics.
Specifically, the holistic view of national security encompasses various fields, including
politics, military, homeland, economy, finance, culture, society, science and technology,
cybersphere, food, ecology, resources, nuclear materials and technologies, overseas
interests, outer space, deep sea, polar regions, biology and artificial intelligence. See

K2 (2022).



Primary and secondary education — formal curriculum

3.2 National Education covers various interlocking areas, including
Chinese history and our nation’s development, Chinese culture,
geography, Constitution and Basic Law education, as well as National
Security Education. Learning elements of National Education are infused in
various subjects, such as General Studies for primary schools, Chinese
History as well as Citizenship and Social Development for
secondary schools.?

3.3 As an integral part of National Education, National Security
Education straddles different domains of national security, ranging from
political and military security to cyber security and cultural security, etc.*
A Curriculum Framework of National Security Education in Hong Kong?®
and curriculum frameworks on National Security Education for
15 individual subjects® have been developed by the Education Bureau (“EDB”),
Illustrating topics relating to national security in these subjects. A supplement
on national security has also been incorporated into the existing
standalone module on the “Constitution and the Basic Law” designed for the
junior secondary students in support of the implementation of National
Security Education.’

Primary and secondary education — experiential activities

3.4 National Education and National Security Education are also delivered
through experiential activities. All primary and secondary schools have to
display the national flag on each school day and conduct a national flag
raising ceremony weekly with the playing and singing of the national
anthem, so as to strengthen students’ sense of belonging to our country and
affection for the Chinese people, and their sense of national identity. Schools
are advised to plan appropriate school-based national education activities on

See Education Bureau (2022a).

4 The domains of national security include: political security, homeland security, military
security, economic security, cultural security, social security, technological security, cyber
security, ecological security, resource security, nuclear security, overseas interests security
and new security domain.

> See Education Bureau (2021a).

®  The 15 curriculum frameworks include: Biology; Business, Accounting and Financial
Studies; Chemistry; Chinese History; Chinese Language Education Key Learning Area;
Economics; General Studies; Geography; Health Management and Social Care; History;
Information and Communication Technology; Life and Society; Physics; Science; and
Technology Education Key Learning Area. See Education Bureau (2021c).

" See Z F f5 (2022c).



selected key dates such as Victory Day of Chinese People’s War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression®, Constitution Day®, National Security Education
Day 1%, etc. in accordance with the “National Education — Event Planning
Calendar”, so as to deepen students’ understanding of the major historical events
and knowledge of the relevant topics of our country.!!

3.5 To further enrich students’ learning experience, EDB has been
organizing Mainland exchange programmes or subsidizing those organized by
schools to provide first-hand experience for students which help cultivate
students’ affection for our nation. It also organizes different competitions
(e.g. territory-wide inter-school competitions on Chinese History and Culture,
and on Basic Law, as well as National Constitution Day and National Day
Online Quiz Competitions) and holds the “Basic Law Student Ambassadors
Training Scheme” to deepen students’ understanding of the history, culture
and conditions of our country, the Constitution, the Basic Law and
national security.?

Post-secondary education

3.6 With regard to the higher education level, all eight University Grant
Committee-funded universities in Hong Kong have launched National
Education courses to educate undergraduate students on the Basic Law, the
National Security Law, and other elements including the city’s legal systems and
development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
Completing such National Education course has been made a requirement
for graduation.®

8 Victory Day of Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression is
designated on 3 September each year in remembrance of the resistance of Chinese people
against Japanese aggression in the past and to pay tribute to those who lost their lives in
the conflict.

® Constitution Day is designated on 4 December each year to conduct promotion and
education activities of the Constitution through multiple channels, in order to enhance
public awareness of the Constitution, promote its spirit, strengthen its implementation and
advance the overall law-based governance of the country.

10 National Security Education Day on 15 April each year aims at raising public
awareness of national security, creating a positive atmosphere of safeguarding national
security, enhancing the capacity to fend off national security risks, deepening public
understanding of the Constitution, the Basic Law and national security, and fostering a
sense of national identity.

11 See Education Bureau (2022D).

12 See Education Bureau (2022a).

13 See HH #3 (2022) and China Daily (2022).



4, Singapore

4.1 According to Singapore’s Ministry of Education, National Education
Is essential for cultivating a sense of belonging and emotional rootedness to
Singapore as well as developing national cohesion, considering Singapore’s
characteristics as a multi-racial and multi-religious society. National
Education also helps cultivate the instinct for survival as a nation and boost
students’ confidence in the nation’s future.!* The objectives of National
Education can also be captured in six messages regarding the nation:
(a) “Singapore is our homeland,; this is where we belong”; (b) “We must preserve
racial and religious harmony”; (c) “We must uphold meritocracy and
incorruptibility”; (d) “No one owes Singapore a living”; (e) “We must ourselves
defend Singapore”; and (f) “We have confidence in our future”.*®

Primary and secondary education — formal curriculum

4.2 National Education-related topics spread across multiple subject
areas in the formal curriculum, including Social Studies as well as Character
and Citizenship Education® which are compulsory subjects at both the
primary and secondary levels. Specifically, Social Studies!” seeks to
inculcate in students a deeper understanding of the values that define the
Singapore society, nurture dispositions that will inspire them to show concern for
the society and the world in which they live and demonstrate empathy in their
relationships with others, with the objective of making students become
informed, concerned and participatory citizens.®* Meanwhile, Character
and Citizenship Education focuses on “values” and “character” which aims
to develop in students good character, resilience and social-emotional
well-being, future readiness and active citizenship.*®

Primary and secondary education — experiential activities

4.3 In addition to classroom instruction, National Education is put into
action through other channels. Every year, schools hold different kinds of
activities to commemorate four core national events, namely Total Defence
Day (see more details on Total Defence in paragraphs 4.8 to 4.12 below),

14 See Ministry of Education (2013).

15 See Ministry of Education (2018).

16 Ibid.

17 Social Studies integrate the disciplines of history and geography with some basic
economics and sociology about Singapore.

18 See Ministry of Education (2022b).

19 See Ministry of Education (2020a).



International Friendship Day, Racial Harmony Day and National Day. %
Students learn important lessons from these defining moments in Singapore’s
history, and reflect on how they can apply their learning to contribute as
active citizens.?

4.4 To inculcate students’ national consciousness and patriotism, schools
are encouraged to promote daily routines for students such as hoisting the
national flag, singing the national anthem, and taking the National Pledge??
to reinforce the values they stand for as a nation.

4.5 Besides, students are required to participate in Values in Action
which is a key student development experience with the objectives of building
social responsibility in students and encouraging them to make contribution to
the community. Under Values in Action, students learn about community issues
and the needs of others, and come up with proposals on how they can contribute
to improvements in school, at home or in the community.?

4.6 Meanwhile, students have the opportunities to embark on Learning
Journeys such as experiential learning trips to historical sites and national
institutions to appreciate the nation’s heritage and vulnerabilities, and at the
same time develop a sense of pride and confidence about how Singapore had
overcome its developmental constraints.?*

4.7 There are also designated cohort experiences, such as National
Education Show for Primary 5 pupils to let students gain a deeper understanding
of what it means to be “Singaporeans”,? and Secondary 3 MOE-OBS Challenge
Programme to allow students to develop confidence and resilience, build
cohesion as well as learn to be a concerned citizen.?

20 Total Defence Day is held on 15 February each year to commemorate the fall of Singapore
to the Japanese in 1942, and serves to remind students of their roles in defending Singapore.
International Friendship Day is celebrated in schools on the third Friday of Term Two,
which is a day dedicated to the understanding of Singapore’s relations with its neighbours
and aims to nurture in students the spirit of friendship and collaboration among different
people. Racial Harmony Day is commemorated on 21 July each year to remind students
the nation’s success as a harmonious society built on cultural diversity. National Day on
9 August each year celebrates Singapore’s independence from Malaysia and its emergence
as a sovereign nation.  See Government of Singapore (1997).

2L See Convent of the Holy Infant Jesus (Kellock) (2021).

22 See Ministry of Education (2020b).

23 See The Straits Times (2018).

24 See Government of Singapore (1998).

25 See The Straits Times (2022).

2 See Outward Bound Singapore (2021).



4.8 Teaching of concepts with regard to Singapore’s national security is
arguably an important element in its National Education, despite that such
education appears not being named as National Security Education in the
official documents. Instead, Total Defence introduced in 1984 is
considered Singapore’s whole-of-society national defence concept which
involves every Singaporean playing a part, individually and collectively to build
a strong, secure and cohesive nation. Initially, Total Defence consisted of
five pillars, namely Military Defence, Civil Defence, Economic Defence, Social
Defence and Psychological Defence. Digital Defence was added as the
sixth pillar in 2019, highlighting the increasing threats from the cybersphere and the
digital domain.?’

4.9 Students will learn about the Total Defence concept and the
corresponding actions they can take to help the nation deal with the spectrum of
military and non-military threats. Some examples of the activities on the
Total Defence Day include emergency preparedness drills, as well as food and
electricity rationing conducted by schools to allow students having a brief
experience of the situation in times of emergency, and excursion to the
Singapore Discovery Centre for students to learn how Singapore transformed
from a developing nation to a world-class city-state, as well as to understand the
constraints and threats facing the country.?

4.10 Learning on Total Defence is made more interactive through the Total
Defence strategy card game — “Guardians of the City Il (GOTC II)”, which
was designed to help youths develop a deeper understanding of Singapore’s
threats and the part they can play in keeping Singapore safe and secure. Such
card game is provided to each Secondary 2 student every year to enhance
learning and facilitate discussions on National Education and Total Defence.?®

4.11 Furthermore, the annual inter-school animation and storyboard
competition “N.E.mation!” centred on Total Defence has been organized to

27 The descriptions of the six pillars of Total Defence are as follows: (a) Military Defence —

“A strong and formidable defence force made up of Regulars and National Servicemen,
and supported by the entire nation”; (b) Civil Defence — “The ability to spot signs of threats,
respond effectively and recover quickly from crises”; (c) Economic Defence — “A strong
and resilient economy that is globally competitive and able to bounce back from any crises”;
(d) Social Defence — “The bonds that unite us, built on trust and understanding among
people of different races and religions, living in harmony and looking out for one another”;
(e) Digital Defence — “Being secure, alert and responsible online”; and (f) Psychological
Defence — “The will and resolve to defend our way of life and interests, and the fighting
spirit to overcome challenges together”. See MINDEF Singapore (2021b).

28 See TheSmartLocal (2020).

29 See MINDEF Singapore (undated).



encourage students and youths to express their thoughts on Total Defence by
creating digital animation clips.°

4.12 There are also different levels of Total Defence Badge Programmes
for Uniformed Groups (i.e. Gold, Silver and Bronze) in place to raise the
awareness of students on issues related to the defence and security of
Singapore. These programmes aim to create opportunities for secondary school
Uniformed Group cadets to participate in and lead Total Defence-related activities
within their Uniformed Groups, schools and/or communities. For instance, to
achieve the Gold badge, cadets have to either design and conduct a Total Defence
lesson for junior cadets, or initiate, plan and execute a Total Defence-related
Values in Action project that benefits the community at large.*

Post-secondary education3?

4.13 National Education is also carried out at the higher education level.
For instance, most students are required to read one General Education module
under the Singapore Studies pillar in the National University of Singapore for
graduation.®®* Meanwhile, the course “Singapore: Imagining the Next 50 Years”
being offered in all public universities of Singapore teaches students about the
country’s socio-economic issues and challenges, covering major themes such as
Aspiration and Identity, Security and Threats, etc.** Singapore University of
Social Sciences also offers the course “Theory and Practice in Security Studies”
focusing on topics related to national security.®

5. The United States

51 In the United States, the federal role in education is rather limited
and education is indeed primarily a state and local responsibility. It is the
states and communities, as well as public and private organizations of all kinds,
that establish schools and colleges, develop curricula, and determine

30 See MINDEF Singapore (2021a).

31 See MINDEF Singapore (2022).

321t is noted that “Full-time National Service” (“NS”) in Singapore Armed Forces, Singapore
Civil Defence Force or Singapore Police Force is a “mandatory conscription and duty that
every male citizen and Permanent Resident must undertake upon attaining the age of 18”
in Singapore. NS is considered outside the formal education streams and is administrated
outside the Ministry of Education. See Central Manpower Base (undated).

3 See National University of Singapore (undated).

3 See Bahrawi, N. (2017).

3 See Singapore University of Social Sciences (2022).



requirements for enrolment and graduation.®® As such, there is no education
curriculum that is fully imposed nationwide and curriculum standards could
vary from state to state.

Primary and secondary education — formal curriculum

5.2 As regards National Education, such terminology is not commonly
observed in educational curricula in the United States. Rather, elements are
encompassed in “Civic Education” curricula across the states covering
citizenship, government, law, current events and related topics that contains
overlapping concepts with the National Education curriculum in Hong Kong and
Singapore. In fact, civic education is generally considered as having a positive
impact on strengthening common national identity,®” which can largely be
considered coherent with the purpose set for conducting National Education in
Hong Kong and Singapore.

5.3 Currently, most states have established civic education standards®
and a majority of them require at least one Social Studies course for high school
graduation. ®*®  The subject matter required by states varies, with the
United States History, Civics and American Government being the most
commonly required courses. Meanwhile, it is generally considered civic
education as providing a basic and realistic understanding of civic life,
politics and government. It also familiarizes students with the constitutions
of the United States and the state in which they live, emphasizes the rights
and responsibilities of citizens, and aims to develop civic skills and foster
those dispositions or traits of private and public character essential for
citizens in a constitutional democracy.*

54 Though the federal government by-and-large had limited roles in education
policy and curricula, the study of the United States Constitution is a distinct
exception. Federal law requires that all schools receiving federal funds to hold
an educational programme on the United States Constitution for their students
on 17 September each year, which is a day recognized as the Constitution Day
and Citizenship Day to commemorate the creation and signing of the supreme law
of the land and to honour and celebrate the privileges and responsibilities of United
States citizenship for both native-born and naturalized citizens.** In addition
to classroom instruction on the Constitution, some states provide opportunities

% See U.S. Department of Education (2021).

87 See CivXNow (2021).

38 See Education Commission of the States (2016a).
39 See Godsay, S. et al. (2012).

40 See Center for Civic Education (1998).

41 See Center for Civic Education (undated).



for students to assist at naturalization ceremonies on the day to give them a better
understanding of the process of becoming a citizen, such as reciting letters and poems
to newly naturalized citizens, performing the national anthem, or leading the Pledge
of Allegiance.*?

Primary and secondary education — experiential activities

5.5 To promote patriotism and loyalty to the nation, recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance is very common in schools across the United States*® with
most states making time for the pledge for their students.** The national flag
Is displayed properly during school days in or near every schoolhouse, and
the national anthem is played before many school events, especially inter-high
school athletic competitions.*® These ceremonies help further enhance students’
sense of national identity. In addition, a considerable number of schools will
arrange activities to commemorate important federal observances such as
Memorial Day*, Veterans Day*’, etc., as well as organize field trips for
students to visit museums, memorial parks and historical monuments so as
to strengthen their understanding of the country’s history and inspire their
patriotic enthusiasm.*8

5.6 Apart from textbook learning and discussion of current events, some
states have incorporated participatory elements of learning or community
engagement into their civic standards and curriculum frameworks. For
example, service-learning is an instructional strategy that combines
meaningful service to the community with curriculum-based learning that
students can improve their academic and civic skills by applying what they learn
in school to the real world. At the same time, it provides students with a strong
sense of accomplishment and the development of civic dispositions that lead them
to stay involved. Almost half of the states offer some types of academic credit
for community service.*

42 See U.S. Courts (2017).

43 See The Hill (2022).

1t is worth noting that students who want to opt out of saying the pledge are generally
allowed to do so.

45 See Gray, G.D. (2010).

4 Memorial Day is observed on the last Monday of May each year to honour the men and
women who died while serving in the United States military.

47 \feterans Day is observed on 11 November each year to honour all veterans of the
uniformed services who served or are still serving during times of peace as well as war.

48 See ¥ &= 54 (2019).

49 See Center for American Progress (2018).
It is further noted that certain places (e.g. Maryland and District of Columbia) went one
step further to set community service requirement for high school graduation.
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5.7 Meanwhile, over half of the states offer simulations of democratic
processes or procedures® such as mock elections, moot courts, mock trials,
etc. for students to facilitate their understanding of the institutions, processes, and
principles that undergird the country’s constitutional democracy and allow them
to practise their civic skills.

5.8 Separately, a voluntary programme called “The Junior Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC)” administrated by the Department of
Defense is available to prepare high school students for leadership roles while
making them aware of their rights, responsibilities and privileges as
United States citizens.®® It is a programme to instil in students the values of
citizenship, service to the United States, and personal responsibility and a sense
of accomplishment. 2 Besides, having the objectives of character
development, leadership development and citizenship training, among
others, the Scouting programmes offered by the Boy Scouts of America
similarly help prepare youth to become responsible, participatory citizens
and leaders,> inspiring them to take a prominent role in civic engagement
over their lifetimes. These can also be considered as a type of civic education
in the country.

Post-secondary education

5.9 Meanwhile, for the higher education level, a survey conducted by the
American Council of Trustees and Alumni indicated that it is not really common
for colleges and universities to require students to take any American
History or Government courses before they graduate,® possibly suggesting
that civic education is not necessarily taught at tertiary institutions in the
United States.

5.10 On the other hand, National Security Education at post-secondary level
in the United States is highlighted by the “National Security Education
Program”, which is often cited and studied by commentators. Created

%0 See Hansen, M. et al. (2018).

1 See U.S. Department of Defense (2021).

2 JROTC courses are taught over a three- or four-year period with academic coursework on
topics such as leadership and ethics, civics, history, and health and wellness. It also
includes service-specific courses such as Aerospace Science or Seamanship and Navigation,
and extra-curricular activities such as colour guard/drill team, marksmanship, and field trips
to military installations. See Congressional Research Service (2022).

%3 See Boy Scouts of America (2022).

% The survey covered over 1 100 liberal arts colleges and universities and found that only
18% require students to take at least one survey course in American History or Government
before they graduate. See American Council of Trustees and Alumni (2016).

11



under the mandate of the David L. Boren National Security Education Act
of 1991, the “National Security Education Program” is a programme to award
scholarships to the United States undergraduate students; fellowships to the
United States graduate students; and grants to the United States institutions of
higher education for study or programme development in languages and regions
critical to the national security of the United States.*

5.11 The programme’s primary mission is to develop a pipeline of foreign
language and culture expertise for the United States federal government
workforce (serving in national security/defence positions), rather than
targeting the wider post-secondary education cohort. Award recipients of
the “National Security Education Program”, more specifically, agree to work in
qualifying national security positions for a minimum of one year in exchange for
funding support.

5.12 There are also different kinds of homeland security and emergency
management programmes offered by some colleges and universities in the
United States.®® The field is broad and varied, which could contain topics
ranging from terrorism, intelligence, biological threats to critical thinking,
emergency preparedness and disaster management, etc. Again, different from
the National Security Education concept in Hong Kong, these courses are more
inclined to prepare a legion of selected students for national security-related jobs
of the country.

6. Observations

6.1 Hong Kong and Singapore appear to have visible similarities in the
implementation of National Education, with both having an official
framework for and descriptive content coverage of elements of National
Education in the school curriculum. On the other hand, contents comparable
to National Education appear to be covered by Civic Education in the
United States, and could have distinctive characteristics across different states in
the country. Regardless, a strong resemblance in these three places is that
experiential activities are emphasized in promoting national/civic education.
For instance, they all have patriotic exercises regarding national flag and
anthem in strengthening students’ sense of national identity. Some days are
also selected for commemoration to deepen students’ understanding of the
major historical events.  Moreover, various knowledge-enrichment and
participatory activities are available for students to complement classroom

% See Defense Language and National Security Education Office (undated).
% See Kilroy, Jr., R.J. (2018).
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Instruction.  The respective focuses for National Security Education or
comparable programmes in the three places appear to reflect the perceived threats
facing these places. The United States stands out in setting aside resources for
training (generally at post-secondary level) a group of national security/defence
experts.  Moreover, the areas covered by National Education/National
Security Education or comparable programmes could evolve over time and
subject to wupdates in response to major geopolitical and social
developments/events.  Singapore’s addition of Digital Defence to its Total
Defence campaign can be considered a case in point.

6.2 All in all, the unique approaches and emphases of different places in
implementing their National Education and National Security Education, or
comparable programmes, could be attributable to the history, cultural norms, and
socioeconomic and geopolitical development of the places concerned.

Research Office

Research and Information Division
Legislative Council Secretariat
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Appendix

National Education and National Security Education in Hong Kong, Singapore and the United States

| Hong Kong | Singapore | The United States()
A. Formal definition of “National Education” and/or “National Security Education” in academic curricula/programmes
National v v x
Education (Similar content is found under “Civic Education™
in the curriculum)
v X v

National Security
Education

(Similar content is delivered under
“Total Defence” thematic
extra-curricular programmes)

B. Objective of N

ational/Civic Education

Objective

Objective of National Education

Nurture young people into quality
citizens with a sense of belonging to
our country, a sense of national
identity and social responsibility,
and affection for Hong Kong and the
Chinese people

Objective of National Education

e Nurture a sense of belonging
and emotional rootedness to
Singapore for the students,
develop national cohesion,
cultivate the instinct for survival
as a nation, and boost students’
confidence in the nation’s future

Obijective of Civic Education

e Provide a basic and realistic understanding of
civic life, politics and government, familiarize
students with the constitutions of the
United States and the state in which they live,
emphasize the rights and responsibilities of
citizens, and develop civic skills and foster
private and public character essential for citizens
in a constitutional democracy

C. Primary & Secondary Levels

Formal subjects/
courses with
content related to
National
Education and/or
National Security
Education

National Education is infused in

various subjects, such as:

» General Studies
(primary schools)

» Chinese History & Citizenship
and Social Development
(secondary schools)

e National Education is infused in
various subjects, such as:
» Social Studies
» Character and Citizenship
Education

e Elements of National Education are observed in
Civic Education, with most commonly required
subjects being:

» The United States History
» Civics
» American Government

M Education curricula in the United States vary across states. Materials in this table only refer to more commonly observed examples, but not necessarily apply to all states.
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Appendix (cont’d)

National Education and National Security Education in Hong Kong, Singapore and the United States

Hong Kong

Singapore

The United States(®

C. Primary & Secondary Levels (cont’d)

Formal subjects/
courses with content
related to National
Education and/or
National Security
Education

(cont’d)

e Constitution and Basic Law
Module with supplement on
national security

e Curriculum Frameworks on
National Security Education for
15 individual subjects have been
developed to illustrate topics
relating to national security

Constitution education

» Constitution Day and Citizenship
Day programmes and activities on
17 September each year

Experiential Learning

Activities

Patriotic activities

e Flag-raising
¢ National anthem singing

e Commemoration of national
events

Flag-raising

National anthem singing

National Pledge taking
Commemoration of national events

Flag-displaying

National anthem singing

Pledge of Allegiance recitation
Commemoration of national events

Knowledge
enrichment/
participatory
activities

e Inter-school competitions
(Chinese History and Culture &
Basic Law) and National
Constitution Day and National
Day Online Quiz Competitions

e Basic Law Student Ambassadors
Training Scheme

e Mainland exchange programmes

¢ National Security Education Day
programmes and activities

Values in Action

Learning Journeys

Designated cohort experiences, such as:

» National Education Show for Primary 5
students to deepen their understanding of
the meaning of being “Singaporeans”

» MOE-OBS Challenge Programme for
Secondary 3 students to develop their
confidence and resilience, and help them
to become concerned citizens

Service-learning/Community service
Field trips

Simulations of democratic processes
and procedures (e.g. mock elections,
moot courts and mock trials)

The Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps

Scouting programmes

@ Education curricula in the United States vary across states.

15
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Appendix (cont’d)

National Education and National Security Education in Hong Kong, Singapore and the United States

Hong Kong

Singapore

The United States®

C. Primary & Secondary Levels (cont’d)

Experiential Learning Activities (cont’d)

Knowledge
enrichment/
participatory
activities
(cont’d)

Total Defence-related activities such as:

» emergency preparedness drills

» “Guardians of the City I1” strategy card
game

» Total Defence Badge Programmes for
Uniformed Groups

> “N.E.mation!” inter-school animation and
storyboard competition

D. Post-secondary Level

Formal courses/ e Courses: Completion of the
programmes specified National Education
courses has been made a
graduation requirement in the
University Grant Committee-
funded universities

Courses: Courses including topics related to
National Education are offered by tertiary
institutions, such as:

» General Education module under the
Singapore Studies pillar offered by
National University of Singapore

» “Singapore: Imagining the Next 50 Years”
offered by all public universities in
Singapore

» “Theory and Practice in Security Studies”
offered by Singapore University of Social
Sciences

Degree/professional qualification
programmes: Homeland security and
emergency management programmes
are offered by colleges and universities

Courses: Civic education courses such
as American History and Government
are offered by colleges and universities

@ Education curricula in the United States vary across states. Materials in this table only refer to more commonly observed examples, but not necessarily apply to all states.
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