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TABLING OF PAPERS

AN TR R (GEERAT) 28 21 R (MBI E R A ¢
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:
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BT 287/2000
Subsidiary Legislation/Instrument L.N. No.
Amusement Rides (Safety) (Fees) (Amendment)
Regulation 2000 .......ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiee e 287/2000
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FH 1999-2000
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Other Papers

No.21 — Occupational Deafness Compensation Board
Annual Report 1999-2000

No. 22 — Pneumoconiosis Compensation Fund Board
Annual Report 1999

No. 23 — Environment and Conservation Fund
Trustee Report 1999-2000

No.24 — Report by the Trustee of the Prisoners® Education Trust
Fund for the period from 1 April 1999 to 31 March 2000

mEHMNEEEE
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

BURFEBPIEREN “IRRIRAE” BISK
Adoption of "Green Purchasing" Policy by Government Departments
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GO EXBRAERETELIMENEERS
Assisting Professional Bodies in Exploring Development Opportunities
Outside Hong Kong
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Dates

H #
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1171999
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172000
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Annex 1

b 2 —

Activities for Promoting Hong Kong's
Professional Services Sector in 1999-2000

£ 1999-2000 £ & #E & & #E H 38 fil 155 B9 75 &)

Event Sector

i B bl

Infrastructure Study Mission to Wuhan, Yichang and Chengdu
RAEFEEHNMRE - 5B R

Conference on "Scotland and HK: Building on Our Strengths",

Edinburgh
R EmEMEE (ZTE®)

Services Promotion Conferences in Chongging and Wuhan

MRBEMEVR G (EEKKE)

Infrastructure Study Mission to Southwest China

B 565 2 18] 57 ) P ot 7 R

Infrastructure and Related
Professional Services

Bl L A3 ) A B S

All Services Sectors

it A IR #5 17 3¢

All Services Sectors

Fit B AR 75 17 38

Infrastructure and Related
Professional Services

Bl BL AR B A 3 SR
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Dates Event Sector
H #] I B il

372000 Study Mission to Mainland China on Housing Development and  Infrastructure and Related
Reform Professional Services
Wil “Z g TR" HEHE B 5L 7 B B B3 S

3/2000 Infrastructure Study Mission to Indo-China Infrastructure and Related
EREEZZEFGHMOXYE Professional Services

B 5L 7 B B B3 5

472000 Business Conference in Conjunction with Chief Executive's  All Professional Services
Visit, Toronto T B 5 5 57 51
M ETHERE M %M %05 g ik

572000 Study Mission to Asian Development Bank, Manila Infrastructure and Related
FZREFHEmNERRT (KER) Professional Services

B 5L 7 B B B3 SR

6/2000 Business Conference in Conjunction with Financial  All Professional Services
Secretary's Visit, Vancouver GRS 2l
e & o B R A = B T U SF Y R R AR

6/2000 Business Conferences in Conjunction with Chief Secretary for  All Professional Services
Administration's Visit, Berlin, Hamburg and Amsterdam it 5 B 2 5 51
e & B w] A & 55 AR PR~ T8 €8 R ] 4R B A P Y R S
B

872000 Business Conferences in Conjunction with Financial Secretary's  All Professional Services
Visit, Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide Fr 5 2 5t 71
IEMEFRFAEHEE  S2@A RS EIEE
i

8-9/2000 Infrastructure Study Mission to Guiyang, Chengdu and Infrastructure and Related
Chongging Professional Services
(co-organize with Works Bureau) Bl B 78 A A Y B 2E SR A
BEE¥EESEEGMER - JH LEF

972000 Business Conferences in Conjunction with Financial Secretary's  All Professional Services
Visit, Budapest and Warsaw it A 5 2 5 5
B & B B A F] 5 57 A E R B A0 VD B R O R

10/2000  Conferences on "WTO: New Opportunities in Trade in  All Professional Services

Services", Wuhan and Chengdu

“WTO : kB 5 5 & E# iR &k (BE KB

BIREE-E %]l
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Annex 2

P 2= —

Research Studies on Overseas Markets
Relevant to Hong Kong's Professional Services Sector
W R S R s SR R AN T S B B SR T H

Dates Research Topic
H B 5t R &
8/1999 Services Liberalization in China

o B B T AR S 2 T 5

1/2000 China's WTO Accession and Its Implications for Hong Kong
W AT B K A AR 2

472000 Who Will Benefit from China's WTO Accession
B AT~ HEE S

5/2000 Shanghai Services Sector Opens Wider
Y 9 K M 5 5 B iR

672000 Unification of Tax for Foreign and Domestic Enterprises
H ] oy = B — NN R SRR

672000 Services Liberalization in South Korea and Opportunities for Hong Kong Business

el 5 BRSO 155 28 - Ry S 7

10/2000 Services Liberalization in Taiwan and Opportunities for Hong Kong Business

o 1 BRI 5 36 ¢ Ry R A S e

BRENLAEHEBEFRAETHE
Fund Allocation for Public Sector Secondary Schools to Purchase Notebook
Computers

4, WBRBEBBE : T THRER 2000 FHEEESFRT  FHEEEHR
FHREHEE 2ETKEY LN ETEEE TIRABE HETFPXREFENELE
BEH > BLEL - B A& & M A& -
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[5:3

— PO S A

BHRERRITANRE®REHR
Abuse of Redress Channels Relating to Discriminatory Acts

5. MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, regarding the abuse of
redress channels relating to discriminatory acts, will the Government inform this
Council:

(@) if it knows the number of complaints received by the Equal
Opportunities Commission (EOC) over the past 24 months and,
among them, the number of those found to be frivolous, vexatious,
misconceived or lacking in substance; and

(b) of the respective mechanisms the Government and the EOC have put
in place to guard against abuse of the redress channels?

SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Madam President,

(@ The EOC received 996 complaints from 1 October 1998 to 30
September 2000. Among the 840 complaints concluded during the
same period, 116 cases were discontinued on the basis that they
were found to be frivolous (one case), vexatious (one case),
misconceived or lacking in substance (114 cases).
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(b)

Under section 84(4)(e) of the Sex Discrimination Ordinance, section
80(4)(e) of the Disability Discrimination Ordinance and section
62(4)(e) of the Family Status Discrimination Ordinance, the EOC
may discontinue an investigation into a complaint if it is of the
opinion that the complaint is frivolous, vexatious, misconceived or
lacking in substance. The application of these provisions by the
EOC serves to check any abuse of the redress channel.

On the Government side, we would refer complaints concerning sex,
disability or family status discrimination to the EOC for their action.
As regards complaints of other discriminating acts, we would first
satisfy ourselves that the complainant has adduced evidence or
information to establish a prima facie case or substantiate a claim
before investigation takes place.
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Problem of Overcrowding in PRH Estates
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WMEARLARFERKSE
Trade Malpractices of Removal Companies

10, MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, on 19 September, the
Consumer Council named two local removal companies for trade malpractices.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

whether it knows the other forms of assistance that the Consumer
Council and other relevant authorities can offer to the victims
concerned; and

given that many patrons of transboundary removal services are
expatriates, whether it has assessed if Hong Kong's international
reputation has been tarnished by such malpractices; if the reputation
has been tarnished, of the remedial actions it will take?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President,

(@)

Apart from naming the two removal companies to alert the public of
their malpractices, the Consumer Council has provided assistance to
the complainants concerned in the form of:

(i)

(if)

mediation with the removal companies with a view to settling
the complaints. With the Consumer Council's mediation,
two cases involving these companies have recently been
resolved to the complainants® satisfaction. Mediation is
ongoing with other cases;

advice on seeking legal redress through the Small Claims
Tribunal or a higher court depending on the amount of claim.
The Consumer Council is prepared to send a representative to
act as witness in such cases; and
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(b)

(ii1)  referral of cases involving any possible criminal elements to
the police for investigation.

The number of complaints made to the Consumer Council in respect
of transboundary removal services has been relatively small. The
majority of such complaints received since the beginning of 1999
actually involved the two named companies. While we strongly
disapprove of the malpractices, there is no evidence to suggest that
Hong Kong's international reputation has been tarnished by these
incidents.

The naming of the two companies by the Consumer Council has
been effective in raising the awareness of the general public as well
as deterring service providers from malpractices. We believe that
consumer education remains an effective means to counter
malpractices. In this regard, the press release issued by the
Consumer Council on 19 September 2000 (which is also posted on
its website) contained a checklist of points for consumers to note in
engaging removal services. The same advice was also published in
the October 2000 edition of the Choice Magazine. Meanwhile, the
Consumer Council continues to be proactive in disseminating
consumer protection information widely through its vast network of
12 consumer advice centres in Hong Kong and its consumer affairs
counterparts overseas.

ERIZAESRE
Problem of Road Traffic Noises

11,
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BILLS

AEEE

fEZE AR 3800 MG E S - 7 2000 & &N E
& 5 - H#H H 6,000 0% 9,000 TR - 5 LKA AFE
fEBRERE LENEERBMNEZRE NS - HEHBRENE
R EEMEREENREFRESNLE TEANE  DEBER K
FHRR AN R R T - A KA 1800 & B AL & & 5L ik
g ME > Hf K& o SEEENGHHEBRAMA EEETA
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First Reading of Bills

TR EEHHE -

(2000 FERB R EHMMIETT (1B5T) KRAIEZE)
DRUG TRAFFICKING AND ORGANIZED CRIMES (AMENDMENT)

BILL 2000

(EYMRFEELABRREDDO (M) HHER)
DRUG DEPENDENT PERSONS TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION
CENTRES (LICENSING) BILL

2000 FrEfa st (fB5T) HRAIEXE)
DANGEROUS GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000
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E: (2000 FHEFERAEMEIRT (BF]) HREIEZR)
(Y mEEFGFRRED L (B RIFEZR)
(2000 Ffebmah (EBR]) BROIEZR) -

RO i B W RIE (FEFEMA) 5 53 1RE ) AHIM E - = an L HF
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Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

HEEZE
Second Reading of Bills
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BILL 2000
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DANGEROUS GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2000
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MOTION

ERE o RE - RE (R FEGRP) B0 RE

Rig (BBERBEREG) DB RBE
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE PHARMACY AND POISONS
ORDINANCE

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE: Madam President, I move
that the Poisons List (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulation 2000 and the Pharmacy
and Poisons (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulation 2000 as set out under my name in
the paper circularized to Members be approved.

Currently, we regulate the sale and supply of pharmaceutical products
through a registration and inspection system set up in accordance with the
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance. The Ordinance maintains a Poisons List
under the Poisons List Regulations and several Schedules under the Pharmacy
and Poisons Regulations. Pharmaceutical products put on different parts of the
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Poisons List and different Schedules are subject to different levels of control in
regard to the conditions of sale and keeping of records.

For the protection of public health, some pharmaceutical products can only
be sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in
their presence. For certain pharmaceutical products, proper records of the
particulars of the sale must be kept, including the date of sale, the name and
address of the purchaser, the name and quantity of the medicine and the purpose
for which it is required. The sale of some pharmaceutical products must be
authorized by prescription from a registered medical practitioner, a registered
dentist or a registered veterinary surgeon.

The Amendment Regulations now tabled before Members seek to amend
the Poisons List in the Poisons List Regulations and the Schedules to the
Pharmacy and Poisons Regulations, for the purpose of imposing control on a
number of new medicines.

The Pharmacy and Poisons Board proposes to add six new medicines to
Part | of the Poisons List, and the First and Third Schedules to the Pharmacy and
Poisons Regulations so that pharmaceutical products containing any of them must
be sold in pharmacies under the supervision of registered pharmacists and in
their presence, with the support of prescriptions.

The two Amendment Regulations are made by the Pharmacy and Poisons
Board, which is a statutory authority established under section 3 of the Ordinance
to regulate the registration and control of pharmaceutical products. The Board
comprises members engaged in the pharmacy, medical and academic professions.
The Board considers the proposed amendments necessary in view of the potency,
toxicity and potential side effects of the medicines concerned.

With these remarks, Madam President, | move the motion.
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MRS SELINA CHOW: Madam President, I think we all know that the Motion
of Thanks is based on a convention and practice from the British Parliament
where the Motion of Thanks is moved to thank the Queen for her address, after
she has, as a constitutional monarch, delivered her yearly speech on behalf of the
government of the day.

Of course, the Hong Kong situation is quite different, particularly now that
we do not have a Governor representing the Queen. Members have, in fact,
raised in the past, of conducting the debate in somewhat a different way. That
Is something which is quite important for us to consider as it is after all a change
in convention. It needs deliberation, and it needs debate. Thus, | think that
the Committee on Rules of Procedure should attend to that. We were about
attend to that last year but we did not have enough time. Maybe the new
Chairman of the Committee on Rules of Procedure would take that on quite soon.
In taking that on, the Committee would probably need to tackle whether this
debate ought to remain a neutral one during which each and every one of our
Members can, in fact, express his or her views freely. Once you have a
judgment or a choice as to how to steer the motion either in support of the
Government or against the Government, you might not be able to accommodate
all the views which are, perhaps, not necessarily on the same side, so to speak.

Now | would like to speak on Mr LEE's amendment which | cannot
support. As | do not believe that it contains some of the key emphases. Of
course, the key emphases in my opinion may not be the key emphases in Mr
LEE's opinion. | think that is mainly the problem of having such amendments
to the Motion of Thanks. Because each one of us may have different emphases
which, we feel, ought to be highlighted in the policy address. However, if we
want to include that in the motion, it would actually give the impression that this
House is sharing the same view that certain emphases ought to be highlighted and
not others. | do not believe that it is a consensus which can easily be reached.
For example, many of us would consider that the Government has a more
important task of facilitating the recovery of the economy, which would have the
effect of narrowing the gap between the rich and the poor and eradicating
poverty. As you all know, that is, in fact, included in Mr LEE's amendment as
measures that the Government should take. | really do not believe that the
Government can necessarily take those measures. But in helping to facilitate
the recovery of the economy, those would become the natural effect.
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As regards the constitutional system, some of us would perhaps rate the
reform in political accountability of the executive and the improvement of the
relationship between the executive and the legislature as a higher priority than
reform in the election system for the legislature. Of course, Mr LEE obviously
does not quite agree with that. But that is to indicate the point that we might
have very, very different views.

For those reasons that | have stated, | certainly do not agree with what Mr
LEE has included in his amendment. Therefore, | oppose the amendment and |
appeal to Members to support my original motion.

Thank you, Madam President.
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Mr LEE Cheuk-yan rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 30 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 26
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 15
were in favour of the amendment and 13 against it.  Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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MR MARTIN LEE: Madam President, may | have about 10 minutes to
deliberate among ourselves before we vote on the Motion of Thanks?
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Meeting suspended.
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Council then resumed.
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Mr Martin LEE rose to claim a division.
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PREINGES - MEMEE  =EHERE > YHEKES ~ FNLERE - £F L
e E > HETEE  HREEA - BRERE  RYBEEE  REERE
REHER  DHHELILERBE I REEREE K

MEMER - WMERCOCEES  FTEARE - ZHHER - ZEVWEE - REH
e REERE BHREA  FTOoRE FENEE WHREFEE - F
EEHES  HMEERENENEREEME



e — 2000 1M B 1 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 1 November 2000 69

FREEMKCHGEEEZRBELNEES - FH 30 AHFE > 26 A&k -4 AF
S M T EEERERLZEGERELANEE > F 29 AHE > 14 A E
A 14 NZEHE - HREEERER WAL 2 EEHE 0 i DUE BB > M2
AN AR

THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 30 were present, 26 were in favour of the motion and four
abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 14
were in favour of the motion and 14 abstained. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at nine minutes past Five o'clock.



