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TABLING OF PAPERS

THI SRR E (EBEAHA) B 21 B Q) RBHEERK :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

i B8 = Bl SCF NN L
2001 Fpsfy (EEM ) (BEMKIEE) (E3])
BT ) 49/2001
Subsidiary Legislation/Instrument L.N. No.

Merchant Shipping (Registration) (Fees and Charges)

(Amendment) Regulation 2001...................... 49/2001
HoAMh >
F 6O — BWEBEWMHERE
1999 72000 4F %
56658 09— FHEEBER 1999-2000 F R AEE_OOOFEAH
= THHM B RS REFTRES
Other Papers
No. 65 — Hong Kong Arts Development Council
Annual Report 1999/2000
No. 66 — The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts Annual

Report 1999-2000 and the Financial Statements and
Auditor's Report for the year ended 30 June 2000
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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Air-raid Shelters Used for Storing Radioactive Waste

O, MEBME: TH HE LA 19H —EBTFHBEG—EFEE
SRR D7 22 P < BLAE o EORE AT 2 A A

(—) FEHBTHETRZE R

(=) B{FHYEG I b5 22 09 (7 & K © P75 IF 19 i i

(=) HHFHZ D052 78 (EAT (F i 5 B F - B A & e B & &%
TG 2B ZE AT B K E A A AR R R RO A
#9 H B R w5 R (T

() ERGEEREEERR AT RS G REREN L
i@‘l%/@%f?ﬁ??‘&ﬁfﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁ CHA R

() BEEBGILEA TZFNZE AN LR 57

MEBFBREE : £%

(—) HERALBENSEZHEZOVHESEZRRE LEEELIER
ZE%J:IE (ERCIEIEZSEUEINESE 2R S

(=) MEBEIATEZNER > HGHLHE 82 MEEKEM - Hf 29
18 2 Fy b5 22 58 iy 55 P9 B A (Y %5 - HoeR 09 AR H A A B By i B
e R EREWEEREME 54 (8 LIRJLERAE 18 # » fiI
R 5 R B = B9 JIA 10 (| -
HatH 3 ExEMEBUSEM - 2505 ¢
() MREFRERG—EEEN  HETFEEREEREY
(i) RFEIGEN —#EEBEW  HAETFREIEEAaEAR D K

(iii) AL AT —EREEW - HE BB EYE S 25 H -



e — 2000 28 28 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 28 February 2001 47

(=

(rg)

(1)

EREERNBEENRE —/NREERETFERIEERED - &
£ F 5 A 5 a BB E S BR 5T 4R 5 Ok P K B E A Y R B
CORCI Ol 3= PUNDE TRV N S RSN AR TN S N ]
WERAEREYN—EREBEEE FSMaBEBERAGERZEGE]
TR E L 2 RIERFEA -

BIIEHAEREREANLEATFSREERYNERKERRE
o ERREBAFRERCHRNEMIN LHEKEE - ERG5E
HIETHE — B Ay > DAPTIE R N L AREN -

7 17 IS5 A S BRI 1 (S S P ) % A E R R 7 Bt
B R S Y 2 RIS W - BB AR T R
4 BT 0 7 5 26 03 1 A B S0 L B 002 0 - Ot - AR R
A BT 2 55 e

WA AHLIIFEFNENRBE
Review of PNETS Charges

10 MR SIN CHUNG-KAI: Madam President, value-added services (VAS)
providers, including Internet services providers (ISPs) and mobile network
service operators (MNSOs), are required to pay an interconnection charge,
known as the Public Non-exclusive Telecommunications Service (PNETS) charge,
to the local fixed telecommunication network services (FTNS) operators. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

()

()

of the respective amounts of PNETS charges received by FTNS
operators from ISPs, MNSOs and other VAS providers in each of the
past two years,

how each adjustment in the PNETS charge rates in the past three
years was related to changes in the relevant cost components of the
dominant FTNS operator, PCCW-HKT Telephone Limited (HKTC)
in the relevant periods;

whether it has assessed if there is still room for further reduction in
PNETS charge rates; if there is such room, of the timing for the
reduction; and
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@)

of the timing for the next review on the methodology for calculating
PNETS charge rates?

SECRETARY FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND
BROADCASTING: Madam President,

(a)

(b)

In 1999 and 2000, the total interconnection charges received by the
four FTNS operators from mobile services operators and VAS
providers (including ISPs) were as follows:

Year 1999 Year 2000
Mobile services operators $705 m $964 m
VAS providers (including ISPs) $362 m $449 m

The Telecommunications Authority (TA) regulates the
interconnection charges of HKTC only. The interconnection
charges consist of two components. One is to cover the cost of
carrying the traffic and another to cover the cost for setting up the
calls. The level of interconnection charges, expressed as unit
interconnection charge per minute, is the sum of per minute costs of
these two components.

In the past three years, the level of interconnection charges,
expressed as the unit interconnection charges per minute, has
declined. This is because the average per minute cost of setting up
a call (which is one of the cost components), calculated as the
average cost for setting up a call divided by the call duration, was
reduced due to the longer average duration of calls. This is
particularly significant in the case of interconnection charge for
VAS calls where a large portion of which was Internet services
calls.
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(c)

(d)

Under the current calculation methodology of interconnection
charges as stipulated in (b) above, the levels of interconnection
charges for a particular year will depend on the actual costs incurred
by HKTC for the provision of the network, and the actual traffic
volume in that year. The levels of interconnection charges can
only be calculated after the actual data is available. While we note
the trend decrease over the past few years in the levels of
interconnection charges, the TA cannot predict in advance any
future changes to the interconnection charges.

The Office of the Telecommunications Authority (OFTA) conducted
an industry consultation last year with a view to reviewing the
calculation methodology of the interconnection charges. Taking
into consideration the industry's views, the TA has concluded in his
Statement published on 20 October 2000 that the existing model will
continue to be used for the setting of the interconnection charges,
with the modification that charges for transit calls for the mobile
operators will be separately determined. Both the consultation
paper and the TA Statement can be downloaded from the OFTA's
website at <www.ofta.gov.hk.>. As the review has just been
undertaken six months ago and there has been no major change in
the market environment since then, the TA does not see the need for
another review for the time being.

REHNER
Dismissal of Teachers
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Monitoring of Radio Communications by OFTA
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Maintenance of Slopes
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Pilot Scheme of Setting up Private Clinics next to A&E Departments of

Public Hospitals
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EFAMBESRESEERERNEKEE L35
Accidents in Mainland Involving Tour Coaches Carrying Hong Kong

Residents

16, MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, will the Government inform
this Council whether:

(@)

()

it knows the number of accidents in the Mainland in the past three
years which involved tour coaches carrying Hong Kong residents;
and

it has urged the relevant mainland authorities to take measures to
prevent the occurrence of such accidents?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President, my answer
to Mr YOUNG's question is as follows:

(a)

(b)

According to the Travel Industry Council of Hong Kong, there were
nine accidents in the Mainland involving tour coaches carrying
Hong Kong residents in the past three years.

The industry maintains close liaison with the Guangdong Provincial
Tourism Administration (5 5 44 fif 3% &) which has implemented
various safety measures to enhance protection for visitors on coach
tours. Such measures include reinforcing communication between
the Guangdong Provincial Tourism Administration and the traffic
police; tightening the supervision of tour coach companies and
inspection of tour coaches; prohibiting the use of unsafe vehicles;
reinforcing safety education and supervision of drivers, and
replacing ageing tour coaches.
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Staff Member of Bus Company Taking over Driving Duty on a Bus Carrying
Passengers
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Financing of Small and Medium Enterprises
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DUTIABLE COMMODITIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2001
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(2001 FARBERTE (1BFT) HRHESE)
PUBLIC HEALTH AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES (AMENDMENT) BILL
2001

E - (2001 FERBL (BE]) HREIEZ)
(EHEETK (AR TR FRT) HROIFER)
(2001 FLommAERHER (B3]) REIEZE) -

IO K B - KR (FEFEHA) 8 53 18 (3) LI E » =y L HF
-

Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.
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(2001 FARBERTH (185]) ERAHAEE)
PUBLIC HEALTH AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES (AMENDMENT) BILL
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 21 were present, nine were in favour of the amendment and 12
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were present, three
were in favour of the amendment and 21 against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, MRS SELINA CHOW, took the Chair.
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NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at half past Eight o'clock.



