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(Translation)

Motion on “Alleviating the difficulties of
small and medium enterprises”
to be moved by Hon HUI Cheung-ching
at the Legislative Council meeting
on Wednesday, 14 March 2001

Wording of the Motion

“That, as small and medium enterprises (SMEs) have yet to benefit from the recovery
of the economy, this Council urges the Government to adopt measures and spare no
effort to alleviate their difficulties; the measures should include:

(@)

(b)

(©)

in order to reduce the operating costs of SMEs, expeditiously and suitably
relaxing the restrictions on the use of industrial premises, encouraging further
introduction of internationally recognized quality certification services in the
market, providing greater financial support in such areas as manpower training,
marketing and the application of information technology, encouraging franchised
companies to lower their fees and charges and to engage in healthy competition,
as well as striving to maintain a simple tax system;

exploring additional means to ease the financing problem of SMEs, including
using part of the balance of the guarantee amount under the Special Finance
Scheme for SMEs to set up a credit fund for SMEs before the establishment of
the Commercial Credit Reference Agency, examining the feasibility of relaxing
the underwriting policy of the Hong Kong Export Credit Insurance Corporation
and enhancing its guarantor function in SMEs’ applications for bank loans; and

expeditiously establishing economic and trade offices in the Mainland, especially
in Guangdong Province, for proactively gathering complaints by Hong Kong
businessmen about the policies and laws of the Mainland, and referring them to
the relevant Mainland authorities for action.”



