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TABLING OF PAPERS

THI SRR E (EBEAHA) B 21 B Q) RBHEERK :
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:

o & & B SE NSy A
(2001 EHEFEAMRD (BRTME 1) <) ..., 253/2001
(2001 MR (AF) (F125) D&E) ... 254/2001

¢ (2001 FERF A (EET) R (2001 &
F1958) 2001 = (AERHEHE) 2&) ..., 255/2001

¢ (2001 FERM S (BEET) BT (2001 &
%248 BRI A E ) 2001 £ (AERHHE)
N ) 256/2001

Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.

The Ombudsman Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 1)
Order 2001 ....ooiiniiiii e 253/2001

Tax Reserve Certificates (Rate of Interest) (No. 12)
Notice 2001 ... 254/2001

Dutiable Commodities (Amendment) Ordinance 2001
(19 of 2001) (Commencement) Notice 2001...... 255/2001

Dutiable Commodities (Amendment) Regulation 2001
(L.N. 248 of 2001) (Commencement)
Notice 2001 ... 256/2001
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F 36 2 — BEREERERE
¥ 2000-2001
Other Papers
No. 35 — Report of the Brewin Trust Fund Committee on the
Administration of the Fund for the year ended
30 June 2001
No. 36 — Hong Kong Sports Development Board

Annual Report 2000-2001

B EHMNOBREE
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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RGN & T

SERBYUAZEENGEAEZHE LA
Rising Number of Unemployed and Low-earnings CSSA Cases
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1%~ RATBCHL BT F NI 7T IR > LUK K 09 57 1% 52 B A 09 2% 5
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, in the last paragraph of the main
reply, the Secretary said that the Hong Kong Monetary Authority is studying the
feasibility of establishing real-time settlement system in other currencies. My
question is: What other currencies will be considered, apart from Euro; and
when will the feasibility study be completed?
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Promoting Development of Retail Bond Market

4, EBWEEE: FF FHRBREREHMBELSRANLEBEESEEZFITS
BT Al & & R A&

(—) BRTEHEGELEEFH IR AL B R ZETH R R EE
o HFELHEBIE#E N ( “A#ELET )~ HE AR
A TR AT ) BB EH R ( TEE R ) R E
( "&£8m" ) BLAERITEFEES

(=) LAl B B E T EEFRITHNER DU AR AN 2 5] 52 1T
FEFEFHKE K

(=) FAAEBEESEEFTHIERE LEGEFESTE-FYS
I X 2 7



24

TEEw — 2000F 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

MEEBRRE £

(—)

(=)

ERTETEEZTH > «ERCAERTREEBAR 5 B#EITAI
MEEEES  UHEGFREEREE BFREEVEBSERE
R G ER - KE M GBEEES I TR - 5%
B FRETERL S L DRSSP RE -

R H A AE B R E B BIAN LS | > MBS m RERE R B
RINEFETES - DI A AR - B REEREE R ES #
fTat#l > OB CESZ BRERLSEZEEE ROES #ETET
# o BTHESRNEE  HERERLEEIT HHERERALE -
EEEERBERTESHEREMER  ZEAS LTEHH
TR~ AR > IR E R G RTES > BAEERENES -

DI M&EHE -

HETE R - Fale (ARG - HFEEESF RO EE K
g EEORIEH BREE - DUEGE T AN AE Y i I S 12 R B Bl v 45 4 B
WXEE > fe EAPIFEHEER - EBETSHERR > WM E
BRSSO SR RO B 2R TR AE O A T 5 2 R R R
[ i & & o [ IS E & P e

R (AFGEE) 5 38A K 3420 R E » 5 A EFHER
ZEg ( "EEY ) MRABETERMRENTFEERTE >
B ¥ B (E TR R AT N AR RN EE B E 0 e A A S F]
EEERERFLHSR -0 BEEFESE I HEILEGRER
Mmend LA BTADHIRED  ECHEKRER - DUREE HE
REEHEEHNGEESEHNNENR - EEREENR 5 H 11 H
EE - BEFIREA T EEERESARLAAZETHE
BEEFEAREREANR LNEXR - BE GG HEES R TG KA
WAFRETE#R L > WA FRMESE TSR ML £ 0 RKEE
DA OR PR E HYSE B fe — B 1k - RE R & B IE i &S ( & & R 61 )
KA RGO A RER R &AEZNER > I H 2555 il
g o BSORILTE > WMINEERENEENE > DEEahs R

=
EEH o



TEEw — 2000F 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 25

(=) HREFEERFTHNERTH > £ERCRNZEMSGE > UF
I HE B <3 (8 75 JE B R BN AE® R R 1S B > o O R 2 < 3 25 1Y e (K
BET Ry 5 Bt DLRIESMNE R & E S ER BT B > DU

REHHEE -

EHGERETH STEXZGEGEMBRLA ( "Bl ) F
ZHF 10 AfHFE=REHHBRNER  KREEFCAEZEH LR
SGWHAEE EHES - AR E MR reRhEFRMESR

. AN o == i, =
FRGVE HEEBREM-

BT — DRI H A S R DL B @bt R 5 et >
feERTAERER - MTER kD - XEMEEEREREFNRLS -
St HHEHFERE S EHEEE -

A > ZMERSMEIEF AR EEERL - EFEEE o
RO THEFETE LIRS - EdfiH# R HH
EM LT el BRIk B REE P HRERE FYHEZTEES
28 55 15 B o

HMA+oEHESEEESREFEMOURER SEFEHM L
REBFERPORKE N T EMATREBRFNER - &
BN EERE LT EEM AR TEEEE G BINkEH
HEEKREEMNRR SERDBIHEDRT - & F 8 ELni#
HmER  EERGRERAGR THEZAERENERFRES

HEFRENRER

EffEEE : L FRUEFTHEENE (—)ESEE - I3 /A& E#ES
R ERITES - WA - TS ZTHES - 152G &8N LA &
WRE 7t 8 5 Ei @ RILIEFER - KR LU LA 8 B[R - (55 A
EFEALFE R > PrLls KEATFEG LA - NHBTE & & #E T &
EMEEZNZHABITEZEHRBIE GTHE LR EFZEH K €7
FEEFHIILPIIE R ?

HMRREBRER : £F #HHEFEOHITESN HWTERAEHRERTE
FHEMEEBESREZ R ET - WEFE - HATLALLE =
& EEE - (F I N AR > AR e Dins = RALEE -
FTULEEMBEETMER  ERGBKERA > BEAEENREERNHHET
EFFEHER > -G ERAN S - AR FHERE - DU R E 1 %8



TEEw — 2000F 12858
26 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

AR 5 HoLE 5 WILLl B - WHGHE A ZNETHERNE > %5
ERFEAERE - FEE DSROUBENS  HRTREFEEZFVEEB A
R FURERSEHE GERFEBZHT - EFTEHZFH -

HHRERE I RRETEZEENE (—I)d s  HFEREH A& i
EERELENGE AL G ETENE - HEFN o &L Z LR Al K G
HEZ DR - LIRE LT ZA(ETNE ? BT 2 & DL BB B 2C0F H 2
E?ES  BATUAAEAEZEE?

MESBRERER: T GREAT BHEE-EN+SM FEHE -
SRR BIAIR TR E TS - HE - LS ERBTOMESRR
REEMAETBZHH LT HTRTEBECEH -

/

o /]
HAl
i

EHE - CMAKERE MM THEHBARGRESE

HHIRERE T N REMAEERIIHITCEN - F M7 & HE T2
LI EEH R ? 58 BN AL L ?

HMEEHBRBE EF WE FHBREFEELGVEE LA -
M8 147 MR A FiE e 27 MiEs > EEMEZRATHE - HEREREE
M2 n] i  EEE —[MEERNRER -

BEBE T B TERRE T - BRI A RS - 1R
SE AT (9 7 R B A (A - {H ok HC B R A 7R 8 - BN T A
TE3E FE % i — 2 KRR+ LU TR B £ R R A T 7

HMREEBRBRE: EF #HHAGHEENWMALEN  REBRERMHAEES
HEM-LHELR  BERFOREETEEBRRMEESKRSE > MMM
Frabik R BRI iR ME 2 » INHIRE RAEEERT > #FFH T
EEEEFEMMER - Ll RAEGEREFRHR > HREEZETHFEIEF



TEEw — 2000F 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 27

FEZEN- -fEHH fTweeER B BEFNEEEATSE LY
FYRAME Rt TRZE T M T R EER - Al KEEHE
EAMEZ TR -

B & E - L7 AR L RN E 4 7 € IR RGE(F - A5 8 BT 7 &5 FL i
RE GG ERALE RSB REEE T LA T 5 IE ? 8RR 177
GUGHEEEFHFRUFPRA > HHRERNIFEETEH - BUFE G E
A8 T H ZE— B0 FFRE st LRV 2 E A FE T HEE
EE B E TG & LLFI 2 E W ?

MEEBFRBE EF WA HECQRE  BEESHTES 220
FREA - RIS BN c MRS IAEZEE - BEE MBI EREITE
7Fo R E B ST 4 EARE IR 2 A BRI E A R R R E AR
prane @R RMBUEHNFESE - WAt WEBENWEESFErE XA - B
MAELDHBNHREZME RS WhE T EH#ETEEZTNNS > HiE2
RN mE AN S HERTE-EFTERS - X BEASELEER
AFESEMEREHRAL S RERAMERE - Tl WEZTREETCD
e RMEHBEEMEEERT S ~EFTEES > TEEZRLMEHRE
EME > WA RERE > MHHEREFRR - KA HHRE > ELERE
HETFE&ZHT - LEHFTEERZ -

ERE:FLHEES -

FERSEHEYENREMH

Use of Construction Materials with Radioactive Substances

5, MEZREE ' L/F BNALZEMAE -

(—) ERBERBEBSLIFEEZEXIEFIRHIEZMFHELEH
BEHHIEDE - HEAwE - m R M

(=) BEUIFH G\ Y B E T e L
(BN £ 89 (8 e A (] FE I R =R 2 8 0 K

=) HEAEEEOIHERZZEM R A HA KT EE o g4 5FEIL
EAEHIE H 7



TEEw — 2000F 12858
28 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President,

(@) We have not found the need to carry out specific inspections on
buildings completed in the past three years in Hong Kong to check if
radioactive substances have been used in building construction.
We have been conducting instead periodic surveys on the
concentration of radon which, if allowed to accumulate, may pose
health risks. Our findings indicate that radon levels found in our
buildings are substantially below the level recommended by the
World Health Organization (WHO) for remedial action to be taken.

(b) We have not conducted specific researches on the health effects of
people living or working in buildings constructed with materials
containing radioactive substances. As I have indicated in Part (a),
our survey findings indicate that radon levels found in buildings in
Hong Kong are substantially below the level recommended by the
WHO for remedial action to be taken.

(c) There is at present no legislation to regulate radiation levels of
construction materials. We have no intention of introducing
legislative control at this time because we consider that the health
risks arising from radioactive substances in construction materials
commonly used in Hong Kong are negligible.

IERER W 15 HFFEEHSKE 3N RHFEEEKNE - EERE
FE( "REET EI2-93 FEEHERAN L EH A5 #@ IS PN1/99
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B “HFT R EIRE I EFET R DR EHAYME IR & 7 N EHRE
BIHERIE S - HEERAE 10 4F BT & 1784 B89 M & e

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, a number
of government departments have conducted surveys on radon indoors. For
example, the Electrical and Mechanical Services Department conducts surveys
on a periodic basis, basically once every two years or so, on the indoor quality of
public buildings. All the survey results so far are found to be satisfactory, with



TEEw — 2000F 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 29

the radon levels substantially below the WHO level. The Environmental
Protection Department conducts territory-wide indoor surveys as well.  The last
one was done in 95-96, and there have been updating surveys recently. Surveys
are done on residential premises as well as non-residential premises. What we
have found is that the radon levels in these premises are also substantially below
the WHO level. We also take account of studies done by our tertiary
institutions. Some recent surveys on radon release from building materials in
Hong Kong have been conducted by the University of Hong Kong. These were
published in Health Physics Module 67 Number 4, and the results are quite
comparable to the results of the surveys conducted by the Government.

SRERE L TREEFENE ()o@ Kk > BT8R A7 ER %
B KB AE B L 3 F 75 KI8T A a5 1 - AR 5 2
HHFTTA  FS 8 a5 [ ECRF - S8 8 e A 8 (i 28 5 B H 1 P & T 2K
g ?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, as we
know, everything contains radioactivity, including our bodies. Our bodies also
contain traces of elements such as potassium-40 or carbon-14, and so we are all
radioactive in a way. As Member said that building materials may contain
traces of elements, from the air, we also get gamma rays and so forth. So
radioactivity is all around us. But I do not think we need to be alarmed about
that.

SRERE  LF - BREREE  WREEMHERGEN VG S
SR 1B EAKIE 7

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, radon
comes from radium, and some of the trace radium are contained in building
materials. I am not saying that building materials do not contain any
radioactive substances. In fact, what I am saying is that everything contains
radioactive substances.  People here in the Legislative Council contain
radioactive substances, and we emit certain amount of radioactive substances all
the time, except that the level is negligible and not harmful to health.
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MISS CHOY SO-YUK: Madam President, part (c) of the main reply says the
Government feels that it is not necessary to introduce legislative control on
building materials, because survey results show that the existing materials do not
contain high level of radiation. When saying that the existing materials do not
contain high level of radiation, does the Secretary mean that all future
construction materials will also be radioactive-free and safe? If there are new
materials which are highly contaminated, how would the Government be able to
stop people from using them; and how could the building concerned be
decontaminated without having to cost a lot of money, or would it be necessary to
have the whole building totally demolished?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, I think we
really have to trust the good sense of our surveyors and architects in not using
any highly radioactive substance to build our residences. And probably, this is
not a cost-effective way of building houses anyway. But we would be looking
out for reports around the world from tertiary institutions and so forth, so as to
bring ourselves up-to-date on the latest findings about building materials, just to
ensure that the specific activities of these materials would not cause any
radioactive damage to the health of people in Hong Kong.
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SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, we have
not resorted to testing every single building material, because it probably would
be quite an inefficient way of doing things. What we have resorted to do is to
test the well-being of the ambience that we are in. So we have been taking a
holistic approach in testing the radon level in domestic premises, for example.
This is the way that we will continue to take in testing the health effects that may
have been imposed on us in the residences.
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SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, I have also
mentioned the studies conducted by the University of Hong Kong. They have
looked at other different substances such as radium-226 and thorium-232. It is
found that they are also in a range comparable to, for example, potassium-40
which is contained in our own body. So basically, there is no need to be
alarmed about the different radioactive substances that are contained in different
building materials commonly used in Hong Kong today.

MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, to give us a level of comfort, would
the Secretary please advise us on the level recommended by the WHO and also
the result of surveys and studies about buildings done in Hong Kong?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, the WHO
recommends that for anything which has a level of above 200 becquerel per gram,
we should start taking remedial action. For most of the studies conducted in

Hong Kong, it is found that most of the levels that we have attended are less than
70.
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TIE51 % BEY LR LA LEE ?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, Dr HO
mentioned about granite. Granite or granite aggregate is quite commonly used
in a lot of building materials. But in fact, granite contains no more than 1
becquerel per gram, which is very low. According to the Radiation Ordinance
in Hong Kong, we do not define radioactive substance unless it has reached a
level of 75 becquerel per gram. So I think using granite aggregates in building
materials in Hong Kong is not a major concern. As I responded to an earlier
question, when we have new materials or new designs coming in, I am sure that
we can resort to the good sense of our builders and architects in using the proper
materials.
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SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, it is not
wrong to say becquerel per gram, because we are talking about mass, rather than
volume. In regard to the different measures which have been recommended, I
am sure that all the architects and builders are quite aware of them. It is
basically to improve ventilation in an enclosed space, which would be the most
effective way to bring down the concentration level of radon, and I think
architects would design buildings according to this sense. For a great deal of
reinforced concrete structures, they would seek to apply some special plaster to
seal the cracks, or avoid using a lot of spaces in basements and so forth. I think
those are the common ways that builders would seek to reduce the level of radon
which would be harmful to the health of human beings.

BERBHEE L ﬁ/ﬁi%ﬁfﬂ;ﬁjﬂe@ﬁiﬁ%—f%ﬁ“ﬁ@%% ' B R
B A & s 7%1%‘/5?57%*5’5’7* f?ﬁ%?%ﬁ% o T H '
& A IR o T EE & EHE L0 - (KE)

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President, I think I
can assure Mr WONG that it is perfectly safe to spend a lot of time in this
Chamber. As I mentioned earlier, granite contains no more than 1 becquerel
per gram, and to be considered as radioactive under the Radiation Ordinance, the
substance has to achieve a level of 75. So there is quite a huge order of
magnitude between the two, and I think Members can be assured of that.
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A 7 b fin 2B 2 B & BT &7 R 48 bE
Relief Measures for Local Airlines

10, MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, as several overseas airport
authorities have taken relief measures for the airline industry which has been
hard hit by the terrorist attacks on 11 September, will the Government inform this
Council whether it knows if the Airport Authority (AA) has considered
introducing relief measures for airlines which are based in Hong Kong, such as
reducing the rentals of their offices at the airport and extending the discount of
15% in respect of airport landing and parking charges by another six months; if
there will be such relief measures, of their details; if there will be no such
measures, the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES: Madam President, the AA
notes that the airline industry has been adversely affected by the "September 11
incident" in the United States and that there has been a downturn in the aviation
industry, including both airports and airlines. The AA announced on 12
October 2001 a further extension of the current 15% reduction in airport landing
and parking charges (which was introduced on 1 January 2000 and due to expire
on 31 March 2002) for another six months up to 30 September 2002. The AA
estimates that this extension will bring about savings of about $150 million for
airlines, including about $60 million for the airlines based in Hong Kong.

The AA is required under the Airport Authority Ordinance to operate
under prudent commercial principles. It treats both Hong Kong based and
foreign airlines on a fair and equal basis. Under this principle, the AA does not
consider it appropriate to introduce measures, such as reducing rentals, which
favour Hong Kong-based airlines only.

AEHEARBEENRE
Requirements on Construction Contractors Operating in Mainland

11, MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madem President, will the Government inform
this Council whether it knows if local construction contractors are allowed to
operate as principal construction contractors in the Mainland; if they are
allowed, of the details of the registration requirements set by the mainland
authorities concerned, and the assistance it will render to local construction
contractors in acquiring the qualifications necessary for registration ?
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SECRETARY FOR WORKS: Madam President, according to our
understanding, at present, Hong Kong contracting companies can form joint-
ventures with mainland companies and apply for registration as main contractors.
Besides, they can also apply for registration as the main contractor of a
construction project on a "project" basis. We are making contact with the
corresponding mainland authorities on facilitating the Hong Kong's industry to
obtain the information concerned.

It is our initiative to promote Hong Kong's construction industry including
contractors, consultants, engineering professionals (including engineers,
architects, surveyors and planners) in the Mainland. We have also started the
preliminary discussions with the mainland authorities over the general concerns
of the industry regarding their operation in the Mainland. These include market
access and registration application and so on. After China's accession to the
World Trade Organization (WTO), there may be changes to the requirements for
the registration of contractors as well as the type and value of construction
projects that foreign contractors, including that of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region, would be allowed to undertake. We will seek
clarification from the relevant mainland authority. We will consult the industry
and explore ways to assist them, as necessary.

It is understood that the relaxation of restrictions on market access will be
introduced within several years after China's accession to the WTO. Hence,
we will collaborate with relevant mainland authorities to promote the co-
operation of the construction companies of the two places to form joint ventures
so as to enhance their chance of participation in the mainland projects. This can
also facilitate the industry to make better preparation for developing their
business in the mainland market well before the restrictions on the access to the
mainland market are relaxed.

B R 28 4% 22 fir AY KR
Supply and Demand of International School Places
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MAGRABMAESTEMOBE
Private Clubs Allowed to Pay Land Rents at Below-market Rates

14,  MISS CYD HO: Madam President, it has been reported that the land
rents paid to the Government by many long-established private clubs in Hong
Kong, which turn away the general public by setting stringent entry requirements
or by charging exorbitant membership fees, are well below the market rates. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

of the current number of private clubs in Hong Kong which pay land
rents at below-market rates; the name, location, membership size,
entry requirements, actual annual or monthly land rent payable to
the Government and the amount of such land rent that should have
been paid if calculated in accordance with the market rate in respect
of each of these clubs;

of the criteria it has adopted for deciding which private clubs may
pay land rents at below-market rates;

of the number of clubs which are granted land leases stipulating that
the operators shall allow government-run activities to be held in
their premises upon request; whether the Government has exercised
such right in the past three years; if so, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; and

whether it will review the policy of allowing private clubs to pay
land rents at below-market rates; if so, of the review timetable; if not,
the reasons for that?

SECRETARY FOR PLANNING AND LANDS: Madam President,

(a) and (b)

The current policy of charging government rent at 3% per annum of
the rateable value of the property for extended leases has been
implemented since 27 May 1985. This applies to all leases
including those for private recreational organizations or clubs.
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(©)

(d)

Prior to 27 May 1985, government rents for land leases held for
different purposes could vary depending on when the leases were
executed and their nature of use. The rents charged in respect of
these leases were set at rates prevailing at the time when the leases
were executed. Renewal of these pre-1985 leases, if approved by
the Government, will be subject to the new government rent of 3%
per annum of the rateable value of the property. There is,
therefore, no question of clubs paying government rents at below-
market rates.

There are some 64 leases for recreational purposes which contain a
clause allowing the competent authorities to require the grantees to
make available their premises for sports and similar activities
conducted by schools, youth organizations, government departments
or sports teams visiting Hong Kong or for open sports events as
appropriate. The competent authorities include the Director of
Education, the Director of Social Welfare, the Director of Leisure
and Cultural Services, the Secretary for the Civil Service and the
Secretary for Home Affairs.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department has made use of the
said clause in the leases for organizing sports training and
competitions for the public. During the past three years, the
department has organized 38 competitions and 1 035 training
courses in six private recreational organizations or clubs. The
other competent authorities have not made use of the club venues
because they have not found the need to do so.

There is no intention to change the current policy of charging
government rent at 3% per annum of the rateable value of the
property. This arrangement is in line with the provision of the
Basic Law.
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EEEETHENZEEH
Vacant Commercial Premises in Commercial Centres Managed by Housing
Authority
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AEEBRITRLBEETHNEERETR
Hortlcultural Works for Hong Kong Disneyland
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Business Operations in Commercial Premises in Housing Estates and Courts

Managed by Housing Authority
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FEZERENHE
Education for Non-Chinese Speaking Children

19. MISS EMILY LAU: Madam President, on the question of education for
non-Chinese speaking (NCS) children, will the executive authorities inform this
Council:

(@) of the current number of such children together with a breakdown
according to their ethnic background;

(b) of the current number of such children who cannot find school
places in aided schools and the reasons for that;

(c) whether the Administration has assessed the effectiveness of the
grant introduced in the last school year which provides subsidies to
primary and secondary schools at the rates of $2,750 and $4,080
respectively for each NCS child admitted; if so, of the assessment
results; and

(d)  of the specific plans to meet the education needs of NCS children?

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President, I
understand from the Honourable Emily LAU that by NCS children, she is
referring to children whose mother tongue is not Chinese, and are aged between
six and 15.
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(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

We do not keep statistics on the number of NCS children residing in
Hong Kong. We can, however, estimate the number of NCS
children based on the number of children of a non-Chinese ethnic
origin. According to the 2001 Population Census conducted by the
Census and Statistics Department, the number of such children
together with a breakdown of their ethnic background is at
Annex A.

Under current policy, all eligible local children (see Annex B for
eligibility criteria), including NCS children, are entitled to nine-year
free and universal education. To enable NCS children to integrate
into the local community as soon as possible, the Government
encourages them to attend public sector schools (that is, government
schools and aided schools). These children may request placement
assistance from the Education Department (ED) if necessary. The
ED's performance pledge is to find a school place for them within
21 working days. All along, the ED has been able to find a school
place for all NCS children seeking its assistance.

To enable schools to provide school-based support programmes for
NCS children, we have been providing block grants to schools
admitting NCS children starting from the last school year. To
ensure proper use of the grants, schools are required to apply to the
ED for the grants and propose how to use the grants in their
applications. The ED, through its regular school visits, also
renders advice to schools on how to run these programmes. To
measure the effectiveness of the grants, the ED will require schools
receiving the grants to conduct self-evaluation by the end of this
school year on how their school-based support programmes have
helped NCS children.

Apart from block grants and placement assistance mentioned in (b)
and (c) above, subventions are also provided to non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) for running induction programmes to help
NCS children adapt to the local school environment. In addition,
the ED conducts briefing and experience sharing sessions with
relevant NGOs from time to time to see how our education and
support services could be better publicized among these children and
their parents. To further strengthen the support service for NCS
children, the ED is considering to run a half-year full-time
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"initiation programme" for these children starting from early next
year. The "initiation programme" aims at enhancing the Chinese
and English standards of these children, as well as providing them
with learning experience in the local classroom context.

Annex A
Number of Children Aged Six to 15 of
Non-Chinese Ethnic Groups by Ethnicity, 2001
Ethnicity Number
Japanese 1 830
Indian 1 746
Pakistani 1 461
Filipino 1382
Korean 889
Nepalese 292
Others 12 107
Annex B

Admission criteria of children to public sector schools
in Hong Kong

Children holding one of the following documents can be admitted to public sector
schools:

(@) Hong Kong Birth Certificate
(1)  For birth registration effected before 1 January 1983, the birth

certificate alone is sufficient proof of the holder's eligibility for
admission to such schools;
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(b)

(©)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

For birth registration effected between 1 January 1983 and 30 June
1987, column 12 of their birth certificates must indicate their Hong
Kong belonger status as "Established";

For birth registration effected on or after 1 July 1987, column 12 or
11 of their birth certificates must indicate their Hong Kong
permanent resident status as "Established"; and

Children whose Hong Kong belonger status or Hong Kong
permanent resident status is known as "Not established" in the birth
certificate should have a Permit to Remain in Hong Kong - ID 235B
or valid travel documents, with one of the endorsements listed in (c)
below.

Hong Kong ldentity Card

A Hong Kong Identity Card issued on or after 1 July 1987 which does not
bear the symbol "C" (for conditional stay) at line 6. If the symbol "C" is
shown, the holder must have a valid travel document with one of the
endorsements listed in (c) below;

Travel Document

A valid travel document with any of the following endorsements:

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

"Permitted to remain until (date)" (the date showing the stay in
Hong Kong to be still valid at the time of admission to school);

"Permission to remain extended until (date)" (the date showing the
stay in Hong Kong to be still valid at the time of admission to
school);

"The holder of this travel document has the right to land in Hong
Kong. (Section 2AAA, Immigration Ordinance Cap. 115, Laws of
Hong Kong)";

"The holder arrived Hong Kong on (date) and was permitted to
land.";
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)
(Vi)

(vii)

Permitted to stay with no condition attached;
"Previous conditions of stay are hereby cancelled"; or

"Holder's eligibility for Hong Kong permanent identity card
verified".

BEEHEZEALTHEEINRE TS
Assisting Accounting Professionals in Opening up Overseas Service Markets
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IEEE #E -
Functional Constituencies:
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TR RGEBREEE

Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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HoomAE s EEEGERZEGERELNEE 0 F 20 NHE > 24 AN
oo HREEERER WAL o 7 B o Bl LUB F B B - ML B B AN A W
AR

THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, seven were in favour of the motion and 19
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 25 were present and 24
were against the motion. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of
each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the
motion was negatived.
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Rig (BERERMGEG) BBIREE
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE INTERPRETATION AND
GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE
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MEMBERS" BILLS

BBAEGE
First Reading of Members" Bills

TR EAEEE HHE -

(MIZUHO CORPORATE BANK, LTD. (& &4t) EH=EX)
MIZUHO CORPORATE BANK, LTD. (HONG KONG CONSOLIDATION)
BILL

(RERITERALTF (G6) EAEE)
THE BANK OF EAST ASIA, LIMITED (MERGER) BILL

fii & : (Mizuho Corporate Bank, Ltd. ( HFE S ) HFEHIHEE)
(HREIRTHERLAF (&60F) BREIEZE) -

1% P B 75 B Al o IR (FMAI) 8B 53 IR () BIM E - Zap L HF
Y-

Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

BMBEETE
Second Reading of Members' Bills
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N5 I 50 43
5.50pm

TR -

Meeting suspended.

T 6 KE 5 57
6.05pm

gaaEmikiE -
Council then resumed.
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{MIZUHO CORPORATE BANK, LTD. (BFESH) EHEZE)
MIZUHO CORPORATE BANK, LTD. (HONG KONG CONSOLIDATION)
BILL

DR DAVID LI: Madam President, I move the Second Reading of the Mizuho
Corporate Bank, Ltd. (Hong Kong Consolidation) Bill.

The Bill will facilitate the consolidation of the Hong Kong businesses of
The Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank, Limited (DKB), The Fuji Bank, Limited (Fuji) and
The Industrial Bank of Japan, Limited (IBJ).

All three banks covered by this Bill are licensed banks authorized by the
Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA).
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The effect of this Bill will be to transfer the undertakings of the Hong
Kong branches of DKB and IBJ to Fuji, which itself will be renamed Mizuho
Corporate Bank, Limited.

Accordingly, both DKB and IBJ will cease to conduct banking business in
Hong Kong on the appointed date, leaving Mizuho Corporate Bank's Hong Kong
branch to continue the operations previously carried on by all three banks in
Hong Kong.

Banks in general are operating in an increasingly competitive global
environment, which has led to growing worldwide trend towards consolidation in
the banking sector.

The consolidation of the Hong Kong businesses of these three banks takes
place in the context of the global reorganization and consolidation of the Mizuho
Financial Group, to which all three belong. The global reorganization is
scheduled to take effect on 1 April 2002.

The Bill has been approved by the HKMA. The Bill has, prior to its
gazetting, also been circulated to the Department of Justice and other relevant
government departments and bureaux through the Financial Services Bureau.
Further, the Legislative Council Panel on Financial Affairs has been briefed on
the Bill at the Panel meeting on 5 November 2001. No objection to the Bill was
raised.

A private bill is necessary and desirable to effect the consolidation in Hong
Kong. It provides the best way of achieving a smooth and efficient transfer of
the Hong Kong businesses of the three banks with minimum disruption to the
operations of the banks, their employees, their customers, and all those with
whom they have business dealings.

The Bill is also desirable because it will make the implementation process
transparent, open, certain and easily understandable by employees, customers,
interested third parties and the public at large.

In particular, the Bill will assist and reassure customers and others, who
can be confident that all Hong Kong laws governing property and liabilities of
the consolidating branches have been properly transferred in a uniform manner.
Nor will customers be inconvenienced by having to sign new documentations.
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It should be noted that the enactment of the Bill will not adversely affect
the rights of the employees of the consolidating banks in Hong Kong. Existing
Hong Kong branch employees of all three banks will become employees of
Mizuho Corporate Bank after the consolidation. The continuity of their service
will not be broken, and their accrued entitlements under the Employment
Ordinance will be preserved.

The Bill does not enable the banks to avoid liability for stamp duty by
reason of the Bill. Nor will the banks be able to achieve, by virtue of the Bill,
any benefits in respect of profits tax beyond those which have been granted in
relation to previous bank mergers and in accordance with stated government
policy on taxation.

In the last 20 years or so, 13 similar ordinances have been passed in
relation to the merger of banks and other authorized institutions by this Council.
The Bill is based on the forms of these previous ordinances. Please note,
however, that the situation covered by this Bill involves the consolidation of the
Hong Kong businesses of three, rather than the usual two, banks. Further, only
the Hong Kong branch businesses of the consolidating banks are being
transferred pursuant to the Bill.

Madam President, I believe that this Bill is uncontroversial and should be
welcomed. The consolidation process is a large global undertaking, and the
Mizuho Financial Group is acting in a timely manner to ensure that its Hong
Kong operations can continue unimpeded.

The global reorganization and consolidation of the Mizuho Financial
Group will strengthen the Group. Consolidation of the Group's businesses in
Hong Kong will, in turn, contribute to the prosperity of the Hong Kong financial
market and assist in maintaining Hong Kong's status as an international financial
centre.

Thank you, Madam President.
FEE  RBAER A AR A FF#EF#EEZ © (Mizuho Corporate Bank, Ltd. ( #&
BEi) REIEZxE) FLIZHE -

HR (REHA) > ERmHEHE  MEMNEXRATHABEZEY &
o



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
106 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

EFEREERE  (REAENLDER EIRERH R =S -

(RERITERALTF (G6) EAEE)
THE BANK OF EAST ASIA, LIMITED (MERGER) BILL

SEEHE VAt RADH B (REBTERAE (A0 B
%) -

x~F

AP EXEEREMHEEBRT MR ERITER LR EE — KPR
TTHERAF WG OF - 0G5 2 09 8 E B 77 15 & DURT & & 1Y+ 2 35 IR 1T & ff £
BB AR > SR AR FE & T S (FE FEALE O > DUBRIR F R R R R EE T
T Y — LE A -

AP ERBEREMELRAFGEME - MBER - EFRNEFHFEESR
B REXEHE fEA - MWEEHH - D@ E A& LESE
B LUE@ER  LEEGEEMEHE DMK AR EFRBHERGHERE
WREBIFER  RHELEAEGTEERENEHEAE  LEg/AENGEEET
AR REIRTHARACRAFE 11 HH HEITLTEEUREFZE TG T #
G ERERAEBE T AGRIERNNE -

Ao

al &

FH-RKVPRIOTERIFABETERILLEMBMALE - EFFEEHRRN
BE - ZAFERE CGIRTTRGS ) HABRIRT  EFBEERTRES -
RORTERAFZEEEEBRIILAATER K SH EHHWARAA - HEE
i #hF 2 B R & - R IRTTHRA A —HEIRE CIRTTEGS) HE MK
WERTT - EHBEEIRITRES -

F-RKVPRTARLAFESEFVER B REIRTH RS AN Z &K
J& A e

RORITERAFRE K VFRITERLAAHBEZETSH > DUEEZES
Hi R e H SR -

b TE R O B 2 R (e R B IR 1T A IR 4 Al B 3B — RSP IRTT B IR &4 7 & oF
WME—FEE AT - BN PIRTARAFREEER - RBE - DIREE—
AFIRITERAFA HE EBEREAMIRT - REENETK S EME
AR REEN - B E (R85 S B FE LGRS - R
FHE - KPFRITERLAFEREIRITERL FELNE R G KRE R E



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 107

B DIk FERERHE > L HARESHERERTETRGNER REMST
REREE B ERGSaHERAT > E5HRREAMMEZEWE i H
LFEF - HM A MRk & KR SR

B RET GO NG HEE K FIRITERAFRETZEGNERF
HasRT R HMEEE e - L ARSI MEERE  mEXEE
FREENEEHBECKEEMEBE K PRITERLFAERE T HEIR
THERAA - M MEERZHNH AT ERAE  DREAEEREEZ
A EA % E S R A — KFIRT A IR 2 A 2GE KRBT IR - 55 22 47 g 1%
BT RAEGZE 204 BEffHF 1I3HEHEIMRITHNEENS HEEEEREIL
HAEITHY -

e H K PFIRITERAFBERLEIRITHERAA - N EEEEEEA
FROIEEMETEEMNAGER MBERERAZTEAGIEETHREG G EE
WHE WEHEHRRE Rt RLEZEES K H—-KFRTH
[RAFAGHEEMZHER > B HERT AR LA B RS AEEHE -

ESEE0E > A5G E R A & B — F IR 1T 09 (8 8 #EF]E R F]
o B RKPIRTHRLFNEBAES OF R R R R IRT A RL B
8 - 38 LE (g B R 14 I B B B A OF L B0 AH R B R PR A2 0 o MM S o I pF T
BRI DUE R AT S 00 A - B 20 5 (8 B = BT Ak 255 1 30 > im L 5 il 5 1 5
A8 T Sl AN o IR T

BeAbh - RO B S VR A DU (A) 5 20 PR 1 & A 5 5 1T BUE BUR B & & 1Y
WETT - ROTEZZE 18 RS E > R EE AN EETEBUT IR - 5
HZE 16 BR/AMEMRE » B — A PRTAERS FERERT AR A " S H
bt JaB8 2 ) R A~ o DR Mo ) ST R 2 A D AR D S s Y R R B R B R IR

WEH > A Y EEREIRT SRR ESR > I (RERTAERL A
fRpfl) ke (thEISRTT (H#) FRAA (G0 KRE) > HEZEERDE 77X
DEERER WamiRTRA2E T ELEER  PIMMHERTEHE » REIERE
2 T(g) i S8 A & 51 20F F & i 1 gl 50 10 & B iR OK -

Beoh - HEIRIT A EZESHEFFEALEORE > 558 — K FIRT
#HET 18 BEAFEF BHNEFEFRTAREFNMEAEHER - DIEEE
fE R IRIT R A5 -

TR RAAGRIERILAEFZENE > mHEZE B - HF 6
EERFETERTEBRRVBS > GHNRESHEF DMBEEM®E -

ERL > WA e EHEEERE -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
108 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

EFERBEEASMCEONAFHEEEZ - (RERTERLE G OF) =
) TLLTHE -

R (EEFAA) > ERWAEMR  MERAIEEALKENEZEGRE
H oo

=¥ = =¥
mﬁm¥

MEMBERS" MOTIONS

EHE EEEE WHEILESNOEE REEMABLZE G REEE R
WHERRFENVER  CHREFRSBEKR  REEEESIZEERE

E#E -

EE A HEBFKRE -

p=g0e1t

25— IH

3B BT W&
REDUCING GOVERNMENT FEES AND CHARGES

BFHEE LF > KPR ERZINEEANERE - HEAERAT 8 [HHE
IK$E H 5 RIERZE - (258 BURLE & BT A8 78 f7 8 KR~ REFRFRET AN #
R > HRFAERRE - BEE  MEZLYE  EWARELERFRESE S
MBS E » DU R&E -

FRIEE  ERFEFFHEVEREEH S > SENMBFRE ZERUTE
KR BREBREERNINE  MEEECE  HWERE BRI E ]
BRSNS ER RS FAEDE S HRE > EEEAERE
A i B TR B B > BE EE B A2 BT DL T RIS 3 SRR B B BUR 7 I E H
H E AT R 3L R A5 i =R -

HE S KA EER G AFECENRE 1 EHOKHEANET T 3 XA
(R BUR RIS R CE B A e (G > B AT E 0 A RN G A
MIHERE & > BRAG RS —BISH - LRGN 5K 6E %052 Bl — 2
o BIFE EEN - W HE N EEKE N RAKR®E > LEgHEwH—
HmMAENIWER  EEERPUTRAHEREE  SJEZERETREE
AR T R A YE o E 3R ER AR -

ERATM XN EGRT  EhEERAGEERDRDREYERIEER LA FEE
RN A S ZREE N EENHFE CM ERENERRRAEEME
mBEEELH "HHENNEERN > REFHAHEHMREENEERS UK



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 109

B WIRGLIUTME - BB RMEWHEK -7 bl THEZHR > WHEESK
R ER R AR R e ®RM 8 HEREH EHBXNWEHNWMER -
MABIFEMNAGHEF > NEFLAHEERBERE ERETRAEE - %
F—EH  BUF A AEEAREE - HEBFRERZRETRAE - 2&8tg
ERERREANAERENR - ERBUTEHTEME - HRERLE L HE
ERWMNETE > AL ARFEEIMESIER -

EEREWERmAHFERBER > BUFUL "HWEE&IEE K™ HE BERE
MEKEMEGE SREARLFR "# -2 M—8" - RLAREHES
MRS RBEFIRLEM “HPRTFRA” FELEE > HHEBUFRENE
mEHFOERE  REGAHLZEBAT D  RAl A2 Y 3
FERFER T b & SRRk L K -

EA - R MES EMREERROMBRTFHESZEZ RN FH L
58 0 B W 4 8 A R TR 2 BB R OR A R 2R — W (A A A I
Wy - K WEERES RS H - P EZAAEM R8T 2 KGE (6 i LA &
MR TEN > SRR RE L KR G ER . N > RLERHGE > DS
KRB AR H K 5 HBUS & B R - &5 BUS 7 G B & 75 B 8 IA
Hi Ry 43 8T > BIERt - BIGE B & — Bk > —F AR K AR 4.3
fEoC - LHATBUE —F# i 2, 500 Eu i AKE > WEZ T ARKED
B 0.2% Bl RTog= D 4ETitA  BRGEHSEN  HRBUFE
BB ERAZNLS: —F -

BUR Al e X & &t 0 2 TH B IR B RGBS B MR EEZ DL
T =FLAT AN EHEEGTERRNSH T# EREEFERXER
RERFFEEE - SRETROVEAES TR S X > BE2RE O DT g
RN - JFHFEERE 682 B0t B R RRUR -

T RHEBRBEREPH  EFEMHES REEPRE KD 5 HEBUF Ik
HEHHEER  FRENE (RN EZZE) BBV BREZE il &K
FFLZBREREEERE —HERZNBORME > g2 EK&E HE BRI -
FER 2RI 58 OTH IR > BUR 2 65 R & (E 2 B 35 B ik & 5k 7 I 3R 0 S
A RAREEBFIE BN ESERETREEESE G ?

RAEBNAE “FHOEAN -TOFEEAS” P AAE “BEFRMEO7
MEZMLE A FEREEE L EEERERHUERETROEE -

L R > fRHEE - B -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
110 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

ATHRBESRABEMNT

CERE ST AR > REREFRES - A (EE BUT SRR (K S
GBRE MERELE EWMMREERIRE DR ETREE"

ERE - HRBEEASURENGREAES BT ORETHRNEE TLUESE -

HRFEE IR O BERFA ELXHERREGEERNESEE  BRE -
XEE HWHREERERRREELERE N EHMEEHBMNIKE - &
BUEME T SFEMY > BUFERIRE A ECHERE I EHTERYE
EETE SR AR E R A EREAR - S B BUF R HRE
BTy RS 7 Sk B8R > B2 B A Bl S5 I il 2 7 il S 1 e R BE -

FH R BT B BT S 4 A R B > A8 AT R 2 B A O S DU K i #88 n BAGE
WSt - RS EEIRE M > — KT RIBABD > B DLBUR 2 28 2077 H
pIS BT ERBEE A 2EE BUSMERHEEFTERSTNEZE
W PRI 2 A G H - AR E S UE R E IO 2 R 2
RSB > B2 DU HE 2 & IR - R B R R A B Y IR 55 0k
R

EAR O BUFHERER > NEFRMEIEGE - B ZR (EAXE) -
BT A 78 07 SR WS-y 5 DA #E & > BIBE B3R OR 5 BUR 7R R & D 5 1 7R 7
B oRTEE BESLEEREFRA RO ERMRE BB RE
b BUSHEBEBEFRE - HUMLFEWERMEKRE LENARER > TEEE
G 7 5 R R IR A — D WO Y BGE ) S BE R 52 EE T 2 A 1 2R -

ERFE AR N R BR AR

BEmEE - LAt EREMTREENREET > AgREEEzs
(78 BUM B SR AGE IR - SR SERERs > S B fth 17 £ (8 5 & S 1B D0~ I (E
R HEEAE - RO R AR AGEEEER CHYRE T HE B AN RIGE —F i
Mo T RAE - FEH L B A AGE MM EE TR K
PerEfE HEE > WA T RAAEESH -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 111

REFZFHCWESD @ fEE > HEi R ERR - 08 BT H 09 18 5 B
NHEZCEER - A ERET R R 7 ER L A > EE R
FFHCE > R LAY RN

—HREEFHEREH T A2 NE-E_TZXAE BRARE
HIE 80 JEE 900 TTAFE » ¥ — iR B K > HIWHEREE —WIREILA
pIsZ > WRMHESENHY  BFEMBEGER "BE KK RZEEL
GRE AT c BAEEHEBENHNEWMKRER S AR > BEEB
FHFMBEEEREAM AT AEEEM IR NEE M - HE
FEO AL ZREREDEFE > FERBUSMEREHEIER "BKE" - A
R E2RER R "WE” R AR BHEMO > AL AIFE
EEEPNNIILEE XN G233 TR

BB A A S0 IR E > B 16 B2 mE > RESHEEHEE
Heg 34 BEWMELEE  RZBEETERERS  ETADUEEHFA
BEMA  MMPEEME > EME > BAMAEEAETIE > £EEFL
ERGEN - MMEEETWEIEE ILE -

FOHLE R R U R LR T4 -
THE PRESIDENT'S DEPUTY, MRS SELINA CHOW, took the Chair.

HINEEE DFESEEFEL HAEWAIAHEREEZNINRE - R
ZHREFRSENBEEREEFE - BE 10 F 0 8 A TH AL A B
- WEEEEALHE -PFHRERAERE > TH HEHEZALDBERS
o - EARRER A AGEM B ME R o ERE > (HE2IRG 8K E =1
& T E - NERRZNHS  TRMEZBRELEERTD - R T2
LT ARZEEEFHFLRE - B4 HEEEARH - HEWE M
MAEENTE - BLAESN > F1REEEIR LR E A 5T B
HRE -

M o R A A0 SO S B 2 R B R 0 T 11 2
— BEHOMLEHEMN — EeRIGREEE - S SERAFEY
TSR - OB R ERRL 0 BB B AR o S R T
FI5 BB ¢ 7EAE V(SR WO TR B T 7 R U8 R N o R I O 5 e 2 1T 8
BHNED - Wk BEHE LRSS - 2 AR S
T R B TR R 5B DURSREAT A 52 AL AT 150 B (0 H B R RS
IR



g — 2000F 128 5 H

112 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001
HEmmERS > MMEAGFE BT MR EREEEMNEBSEE > (HM

{958 5 BN & R A AR - B R BGEE R B ER > ABKE TS
EXEN——FBHHEENEERZE - SIS SR Eor > ARB R A
otk > iglEEER NS ER 2B - HHANMERBEABF > FHENE
CEH ALz kB - MR EWmECHEES  HEBTEAXTOEREESR
TARBARE HRERFABEEXNEF N ALEERASTEHE T -
0 5 BT A 175 B S i S8 (R A A > Pl A B R R B E - R
B R EBIRE o SEE BUE i S A B ' A A S E S B
R > B RE TN ET S > CEBRER A S R Y i AR e 7

ERFEZE > KLUFERE  EREHMSEEAGES2RIE R
fEORE RIEHE N ~ R8WRA LRFEE - A9t~ NE -~ REFE - A HEBEF
O FE A T8 R o0 A A) DLURh B e R S D0 > = 5E BUF IR A BUH SR R S
BE - NIt RFRREREELE - SRS BB E I > B E
"2 M FF 38 T RS 1 A e

MEHEEEERRENRERERSHEES - EBRRHTEES 97 £&
—HEMEE 10T E o BUS Uy A AL S - B 10 TR/ AT 2
frIE - AR B B R U A A% AU AR AT BT R > BRIEE AN > BHHEE L ZE 2N
T E i S BRI o TREE T BEAT £E DR E EE I AR AT IR R (R
o R R R B SR R AN o BT R R R S R R (R VR AR

HEHRES AREERY > E2 B EHT-FRREBIEE R £
FEH R > BOR R SRR H IR o R BUS IS > g 4R K R R S8 Y
s EE HEE - DHEEHBRANR R BT REE A8t -

REER - WERILBE » CREE -

iEREE  (HEF HFTERQSEES AZEN > BAFNEE - FHEBR
WAEREE > HE - BHFMLFAGANHEARERE - NARBEHNLF - 1
RIS ESERE T > NE—8 > Zr]DIE R - BRI EE 52 KXY K B 40
EBREWSENAMEZABEE SO OHEERNE > HABLERES LN
HeoBEEE SEAMNE =FLEMRERRSE 0.INWERER > HEFKH
A8V R RE H 2 KK > AN AT AT ] B A K A0SR B S R M a5 R G R R
R > HEAVY/NEEZ — AL > Bt F 815 R m Al e - R G Bl B
PR e T S — H R o 35 BN EE RS > BURF BRI S TE st R B R s R 3R
AR TR IO gE SE G Fh > 1 HIET — 25 BUOR Uk B T RN £ SE A 1Y AR
B HERNFEEEREEZE L - HOEEEE BRENMESLES -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 113

FHEETNWEFEREAFTZFE > Al > P ULl B2 A ) R H
REE - HhENLKSR > BT 228 > e UEM SR - HER
— AR E B THRERS  THNEENE - HIENAE - LHE
RENEE BEVOHFN4ETT E "REZE" ~ "HEEaE"
FI RS AL RSV 7 S 30T A O Y WECHY 1 5%+ W] 2 B 5% SUHT Y A0 E R S =
Lot > XNERMES 2 AEE A WA R ES2E 2 A M - SR o
BB A E N RN AR R AU AR R 2 B > R AR FR BUN BRI R R B UK
Vo rEES AN LAREERE  ABHBROEEKY > EREREBEINE > WA
B 4 BT B B e G N BUR B B

ERBREN  —HEREBMEUEHEEMBAEOME - RIFHETRE
Wk B > NEDIEMMLREE > HRMEMmE > BEREHEARE —H
NEAEE  FMMAER ERAENERR  RUNBEERH  E2IIEN
oo HBUFREAG THSCHENENREEE Y > FA5 e — @& E D
IR N 7 3 S

TE > AERSITSEDABRLT LS - BE MRS EH AN TR
— o AR - EEERA > NRH A F A E AT RE SR > W2 B BUR AT
Wy MR B EMEWBRE -  HEEEBEQENLE - 35 BT e K&
MIEIE > BB ANGEEBEBET A FHETSNEBERE > 801
Ry We 2 A N A2 78 BUR A e 3R I & v B RS 15 D0 - d & 30 I B9 U IR0 2 A H

SRCRINE R

REXER HEOKES TR R A SRS 00838 R LUT B
DB RS BUFNELCMAEENEL -

REER - A NGEILBR A -

BEmEgms  (HEEF > ARRRETEESIHFITLEENR

HHIAES KT 5 BN B FE R (CEEREH BT ) #i4a H M
Hy— 13 30 (2B 2002-03 4F B Ry IF B TR BB 28 > Ho R 42 2] 5 52 39 Y BUR
FRKIA 600 (EJC - WMHEEAUEEWERESE H X KPR
R BOART  MAHFERESHEHBRENILER—F M - HHEEEZE
& E B R R & ok i 20 4 (5] FE I BT 557 09 &m 12 -



g — 2000F 128 5 H

114 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001
HE H#E8EZHBENARKREEAN > MEEFRESRE &AM S ERK

MLy  KRMUEAHEEERY  RMEAVWHELEHT > K

EEHTFHEE  HEMUESEEE M E - Rk &E R ANE - 2
— B IR R EE AR o A2 (LR SRR A A R =R PR T
MR - HRIEGREIE LR > RKERAE LA BWHGBKFHLZE
REGHRXEN - AR > FEMEHEIEE R EMROE > UL EGE
AABEHET T 3 XA - RO R EECE A HHEERE - 5 REHEEBUTIL
BE -

KA L HENKEENFG AN E&RE > BUREER
Bl LR A EGSEE K > INEHEFEELCENEE  fREEZEEVE
FUFE—FNE_FTTEHREETN HHER L ——FHNZENS - &K
MR EZHSE 1 HY) > MIEHRE -

REEZHMGFHH LA — MMALIERER A2/ mAmeE
— ERMHFHHEAERS  MMEBENCE "BIE" - HEAKHR  EEE
WE B AR MER =FMEVS > PEA 2 i R AR B - N5 26 I 5 52
FHEREHE -

SENMERTFEIBE - ETmNT  FEEEIEKLEIA - a1
B B P B LN R T o M B R Y B Bk T deferred payment >
5 deferred receivable > fISFENTFTHE > EARAAUEHFETSBRIFFLE -
EHREHBEEBEBENM AT E RKNEL - il BUFE B X EFE
T —HER FERFELR TRERFE KEMB IR FEATEEZE 370 (57T -
EROMEBEE KM EEEZE - @ > EAUMA KEFHRBEEZRX &K
M4 RATRET > 2EMEREZD 2 HEHR > MO EEARDRE R K
T BERMEBERBEEARDHF  BEEHEETRKME 60 UEETEAERF
R? BT REBRNNMEAEZEETRE ? RMEZEEMNE - WFERE
% EESBEEARA -CEEZRHEE -EERE B BUFEATEREKME
fER - A FEEREN B UREHNEFHER FERERERE A
ERERTER  SEANFENESE  HEBMA KZEEEME LT LU R i r) 3t
e ? E AR > ERBNENRKBENSETREGRMVEBEZAZRAE
1y -

HE ARG > BUFREF AR EFHEREI THREE > HEAJDUEIRAK
W "EE o wmAWMETR - MEERE BMMEE B ERERRL > X
HBFEREERE  REE-FEF - MBS BUG IR0 B BUR R 7 28
ESE > BN EZHEEHEBERRGHE REERSG > BUFAHES 12 #



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 115

AWBUFR S > HE B AR B - A0R AJABERE 9 (8 H 1Y BUF B S I
BB > R DURFIEEFr#EH 3, 600 (87T 09 B B e 2K & - F M AY
BUFHEMAARENZR - EX  AMEEELEMENFRK HCgREEE
BEFEE RS HEE®RH  FTOoRBEWEXRCE - HRZH YR
Zo ERIABHK - EREENTRAFEEEAEVRGNES - A
WigAa iR KBRS o NI L BUF BE/E H R A Y [A] fE -

HE ®&E—-Hip@  RFATUEREHERE - SPRT —EHR
R BN BB 6% 0 BOF AR (BT fE TR R YRR > (AN B R R I B R > R GE
02—l B M - BUR S Bk B 0E W BOA R AR i B GE M o B Bl A
FER BB M - ToAy SO BE B2 2 0L A & 1958 (i Rk o EU) AR TH RIRE
HWRBBIF A ZEEREE - HENV REEEEEA KM - A &
LR R E R EES M BREERE > RAFEBUTERRET -

WREM PR - X T ORBNEE -

BREGEMEER - B EH > 2RCEZR  HFWAERET > & AR E
HHRIME  BEFE#HE > TRERLOHER  AYEERED T > DI
B EREN —K - AW ER—HEECNBE > RATRAZEEET
EARA R N - B A BUF AT A AT B EE I BUS 2 R B R 3 R R
W MERFSHEHBUFIRE K > REEAENER FHERE  EERERE
W EETE -

Bt g 0 ERE  RECR SRR BEGEHEERH > A5 FF 5
BUF RN FERTEREHEHRE R > E - e - Sl &R > DIE
W R FE HNE - AT R FrEE S ERRIET A EOR > EH HMAEEREE —
EWEEN - Wit > BIFEZFFESEAEHMNBRRER T > HEEZAER
LR YE - DS (E RS R IS > IR A] 7 B 5 S RS A R (R RE

HA IR g o ORI B IR B BV E R B B R E M BUE £
- BIANER MBI H 2 ~ @M ERA T WERELEREHEENIRAT
G o NG > RN G R EUFE HORIRE R RCE - B H— ) )RR
BEFREFNER > N> FEHEGHEZRAEEREEHFE - A1
ArEREREAXNHEEK - FEHR TR —-FEE - &8 R E MM CH IR
G —% - S—T| > WBENBFRALRTRERGEEERKREE -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
116 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

REXE - FE2 I/ m B - b E R 55 A 1R 7 ' a5 B TR Y &2
B R & BUS H BT AR B R R BUE  BUR RS AR A E R E R E R S
EREHEE B =FH-0.3% FUFRKE-PREANE-2.5% EEBNME
Bl ——HFENaRPZE  MHAMBFAFRRHEHEECENFETEEE &
BRI ZER P REEEAER > BT HRBEAMAEHE BB R FESE
i REER - B BARED ARER - il ko8 s B 20K
R ERE > BERNIFERES  ULEEREBENRTRAIWHHKEE - £
EEANENRFENR T EBERAEFRIIEHE & KR EZME R HEGE > &2 RH
& DApGag g e R — P IMETREE -

HHEEEX  KERFESE RERERBUFRGHERER EEH
REVEHSHE - RHGEFEERERN -

REER - WA CREE -

ARZE NEEE BHREEIXFITORES REOMNEHERE > EH

B\ B RS BE & R A R BT IS Y SRR -

SR MHRAEA R XK - X FmEf NEEEERESEVBOER
EHIFTEE AR FHE o BRE AT REE 600 BCEERERRT - HE > fiiie 9 H
mAEEME IR EVEEELZEE T > YRGB EFEBHE - Mg HE -
BUF 3 EEZASKIE > HISNEE SRR - S RN B i
LB ATre e ETEIA 2= 600 (BoC - HE - EMEBH > RMEKIE 17 — KK
[ > M RERS > FrLlVE IR E 2 - EEREFHERER > BE
Eg®mimA -

REEH  KEROE > SHSH  KEREEERE  WEAF KR
CHIMREBEZEE G ST RMR KRG R - 0] &HEFEIRE AR
RE > RBIAHHEXEE BN SHEEEKXE - NIt > EE@mER T BUF#EA
AEASWKNE HEBEOEA R “fTIEF" S HsCry R - HME
5 BREAHR  BUFEHSE 4,000 ECAIREM > DLk =T 2 (80 /M 5 5 1Y
FEE ofFELTZET - HENS HAEIAFANBEREZES  flA
SREMBEREE 00 A - EXR > RMREHEKLEESER > WRATLIHEE—
BARDUETEIAES - R BREETF %> BMffERE  LEFH
AREWNEWHEE A EPHESREN mWmhMeREms0 A KHEE - B



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 117

RENGE B T g X BERAlE - T I EELAHR T > Kok
BHEREE - HRFEERO TEMRBEER A LIS DI E - I S A T 5
i EREEZEASENT o MHIEBRZT > RMARGEIFRAKEEEE > &b AR
e R AR -

WA B EREERE > BFETERANMEME  UREZITLHEES
REFE TR > ERBUFHEREDN S HEHREE - BRE  HESL
T HWHRERERSNRE @ SEES U2 EITTE 10% > A1
ERIEVUEZITME - MRBFEEZMEEE  RESHERZEANRER
Hrw - PlanblmEZELEMS - HKFFNE 2,250 o 0 ATRE 10% 0 Al
BHARE R ZRI 250 T BEZENREERBUTERLSA > KR RNEED
Bramie SaR17 > DLE /IR SEE o] LIt &2 250 0 FE k>
g Bt EB LA K > HRDEEERLE > MM E RS BUGF 8RR M R
HohENLTHE WA S #EKEC TG P08 1500ce (RAZ E -
B EEMEZ 3,929 0 > BUFBIERE—K BABK T —HZTME -
HERRIEHEANKR  BUEEE —HEE - TP RMEBBNEZSREE
3B 8 i B B R KRR T R R e SRR R -

HE—FHEH KMHZBRESKHSHNEERE T  AEBENE
A MARRITRES > NIk (I EgEEIRE S ) 12 a9 1R A2
R A I R R BOE BUR YO A ZBUR N EEE R B E (LE
B AERERY - ARS8 G EAR > 5 ZEFRERAEEZ T > &
F EXFEHES M KE RS RKEHEFTEREETANEE  aH0H
M8 (T - MEEHMEMNSE > BNERLELZAILAESREN - REXRE > &
REEFEE EXRAME—NEH G2 SRUEREAGRFBUFRERR - M
EXRERABFEMEE > Nhg W kRS AM A EMENEE  MEL
NEWBRZEME EHAR > FEEEFAEES - B DL M H A e W &8 B
JOF A (P R R A E AT AE AT REHE T B R SRR LU T R & E -
AN FRIE R EF > B R M ERPUT SR IUT 8 - KR A B9 #2 BUR Y
g -

i Hﬂ]

.

HOEB R — B E > MEFE AR S KRBT - BRiIE RS FNE
DA BHRKEMENEFFH T —BE - WRESEE R BUSTEE 5 I
FREERGHEN > WRAFHRENMEE > WREM S EITFHF KD
WA - B2 > SHFERT WEEE 600 (BT AR FIN o Al 5T 1E & BUE R F
WHEMNHHEITME - WMRBEE L - 552 8 DUE 5 R AREE
HYRSHE S DL Ay > A > M EEE R A FE AR B MG TR AHEE
2003 & > BIHA F — (@l B & > BEINEGEERFTRAER®R > A A eEw 8 A%



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
118 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

WHE > B8 - HBRFTE > REAJRSKREXRER - B EBUFIRA E 5
ATEE T AP - JE R YR TR AT DAY — T BN S F R AR T EAYEE] 600
B B ERECEBEBRAMBT 250 BT > MRS REBEENEEN —F
FITRCE R 5 200y 8 foT > A A2 W R 300 (EocLL TBEGEME -

MABFENFRN TELTH > KMEAERE > 8 54 800 L2
—EBEREE  EHURMBEER 7,000 oA EEEERKR £ 1FA
—ZGEERA BT ERE > 2ESHMNE  MEEMS > WESBUFBEA
EEERK > FEZENESRE -T7T - &k BUFERHEENHEERART
FiE IR DLE A o HETR T AR o NE R ERLE > — B A
A e WA GEE o H A AR -

FEHBE  NHEHIEE RWBSIREE > RERAREEMBER - RN
BT oEARNERNE HERW THES -

BT RER -RBERENRE - WEGERZE AL o TR
BMFEEOUEIRZERENER  RplE#E 60 RNREHAZERE R
Hig A EGEE FAEREZNMZ2E  EHERREETEGHR =20+
TTHEMMZEE > AT #EERE - KW R F EHIUE Gk & Gk &EE DD
( "FiR" ) WAL ALE#MIZ2E  REEHNFEEOAEEZE#RCE=T%
THEEMMZRENN 2T ERMZIRE - JHEmEMZERA
HEALRZERE HOPRZEBURAEEANGE  HAEENERE - Hil
Mz - AREREREFNERE > HMMRSNEESEREY > WEEE
BEK  ERSUREEN > MAZFRZAZRKEECHEEERETHCS
NigHHHEGE  HERELFN  BRXUALRERRHE > 7 ELAKER
R R ES R ED - MM EBUTHEE AT IR ESRE - WBE > kA
TR R HE A E R — K MBUF KT RE R A O -

BHE HRELE= > BEREEKE - SEEENAHEREREDN
X EREE  WHBEEFHRE WRTEENTENRE WREE
BHRERAFNAE TEEHNFHAERNEREE - RARHZBUT AT DU
HE—2 > WHEHRIKETE > GERMETHA - ML HEER
f e A R B AR IZ 0> R BUR IR B 17 8 8 A R R G R BUF s - I Ik >
AHBERBBEEINBUFER  ERLMEAFARREREERRT - ARG
MR EENBUFERWAGHEKENPESE  BERDHFLHITEEHFE -
MEZLE  HWHMRERERARE  DREEGHERM 3 w7 h
R—EEFE  RXrBUfBEEAEEENENFE - FEL WA RZEFL
B IR EER o KGR E NS RS BT IR AL BT A E
o BRTE R E S AR ARIEmF -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001 119

HEEGRRBREASES R T ORIEONESE - L BRAIA
B8 FE L2 WA H AR EKRER GG & ZER > DU BAM [ BUF <
RS RERMFAEREHNENR > HHRAEERAH B XRBEAE > TUAZ &
AR ARES -

AL PR AT - PR -

KMEEEE - NHEER  BUF BRI EBBRE TR > KEREERET > K
AN 20 & - BELE > RFITWH AR ED GG - REANLIHEE
BhEgsE - FiESNEGEE MR R > EEES > HHEKEERS ALOE
E-FO TR E B REEEEEHORNE RETRAIFEROEL
B AR AN B I R B AR R BUR BRIUCE SRV i > DAE RS - £ S| > B
R ( HEERT ) BAFBBFEEERRE  FHTHRAROET - R
Mo EFEAABERATLUE R - SRR EESLRRENEETR
BUE 06 ZH 35 m] BEAS T EDRF AU $8 B - Ry i M147 — 0B ey 50 00 8f -

£ R R 28] > Ad ERGEEEE > (e S 0 H B R MEUT ROE H
g A AP B O O A - 5E SR BR AR AN E TR = AN o PR R M i B T R AL R IR
B PR T AIAMRATIRSN BRI RNHEHERE NS EmER > WF —
EE ) o B o PR SR BUS AR W BCRE S AT AR E BB DT o AR R A
EERAESELZERENBFRE - BUFMeERIEE M > HHE 7 DUERF Y
B R > S A AR E R R M B A -

ER o AEE B BUR SR A9 BGIRTLT  RORBUT E A E B  Sk BEOR R
ERBET] - 2R > SE IR D/ A DURT By - (ESEME AT 18 00 T - 25 JH & o AR
EBUERE RERFREANEE G R E & > M A EH TE 7
MHEH A HER > HEETSAXRBRER THRZEM - 8% 1998 £
fEH B IR G (E AT & > B H] 2003 4 A HiE ShEYFE s - HEE L A V7R
FEIT LT SRR A B Ry 18 - 55 (E s AN R AE S PR - i A% AT DLE F 4t
&R E TR

1l

REEE > AANREREME 8 > EEMIEEREARH - k&% H
% V& T e A AE RS R 0 IL R AU 0 E AU B A 0 A B ECR N N — R
RCHEHEE > E2REEYN > WERMEZMAVER - MEEE > KAAZER
PRAE > SRR -



TEEg — 2000 E 12858
120 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 5 December 2001

MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam Deputy, in the past few weeks, our colleagues
urged the Government to lessen the public's burden in the present economic hard
time. Motions on reducing public transport fares and public utility charges
have been debated and unanimously passed in this Council.

I am glad to see that the various public transport operators have reacted
promptly to our calls and have come to the aid of the citizens by introducing
concessionary fares to alleviate their financial burden. As for today's motion
on "Reducing government fees and charges”, I fully support the reductions on
tuition and business registration fees, as thousands of families and companies
will be benefited. However, personally, I hold a different view about the
reduction on medical charges.

We have noted that the quality of public health care services has
significantly improved in the last decade. The public is satisfied with the high
quality public health care services and the reasonable medical charges.
Provision of public health care services has become one of the major welfare
benefits to the public. Recently, the numbers of in-patients and out-patients in
private hospitals have declined. I dare say that this is not caused by the
reduction in public affordability, since the Population Census 2001 reveals that
the size of high-income group has increased by 7% from 1991 to 2001. Why
does the public choose public hospitals? The reason is simple. Medical
services provided by public hospitals are of high quality and charges are at a
reasonable level. The existing health care system has looked after the low-
income earners and patients with chronic illnesses. The amount of fees to be
paid by the users of public health services is much lower than their cost. The
Government, as the major provider of health care services, has heavily
subsidized the public health care system. The Harvard Report revealed that
there is a need for different sources of financing for our quality medical services,
since our public health expenditure has risen from $11 billion in the fiscal year
1990-91 to $30 billion in 1996-97. In this economic hard time, it is unlikely for
us to obtain a public consensus on the recommendations of the controversial
Harvard Report on Hong Kong's health care system, but demands for further
reducing the medical fees, in my personal opinion, are unreasonable. However,
on the other hand, if we look to the masses who are daily facing economic
hardship, reduction on medical fees is the only reasonable course that the
Government must take.
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In the light of reducing government fees and charges, I would like to take
this opportunity to urge the Government to reform the internal control
mechanism of resources deployment in the Civil Service. As the Chief
Executive and the Financial Secretary have advised that Hong Kong will have
large fiscal deficits this year and in the coming years, members of the public
expect that the Civil Service should take the lead in cost-saving. However, the
latest Audit Report brings much disillusionment to the public. In my view, the
existing internal control mechanism of the resources deployment should be
tightened so as to facilitate the operation of various government bureaux and
departments in compliance with the principle of "economy, efficiency and
effectiveness".

Whilst we are demanding that government fees and charges be reduced, let
me make it clear that these measures should only be implemented temporarily to
ease public burden in this economic hard time. I am sure that members of the
public would not be happy to see persistent fiscal deficits because of heavy
government subsidization in the provision of various public services. In this
regard, I believe that the "user pays" principle should be introduced in the long
run in order to safeguard the interests of the whole society. I urge the
Government to concede to this humble request of this Council, and be with the
people, for it should truly be a government of the people and for the people.

Madam Deputy, with these words, I support the motion moved by the
Honourable LAU Chin-shek.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, in the light of a growing demand in
Hong Kong for prepackaged foods, there is also a rising concern for prepackaged
food safety and greater expectation for a food labelling system.

In recent years, scientists in food technology have created a new range of
food additives and genetically modified (GM) ingredients to enhance both quality
and taste in food. Manufacturers may or may not list all of these new
ingredients clearly and accurately on food labels. Consumers, therefore, can
only rely on a set of modern food labelling regulations to help them make wiser
choices in food products.
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Our existing labelling system seems to be lagging behind other major
developed countries in keeping pace with such rapid development in food
technology. In the '90s, the emergence of GM ingredients in such popular food
products as potatoes, soya beans, tomatoes and corn has brought great challenge
to food labelling regulations. Our neighbouring countries, including Japan and
Korea, have already legislated on GM foods this year. Hong Kong also needs
to study how to incorporate GM materials into our food labelling requirements.

From experience in other developed countries, legislation for GM foods
covers a wide range of complex issues. In order to stimulate discussion on the
most appropriate labelling legislation in Hong Kong, the Government has
published a consultation paper early this year. But the public has not reached
consensus on some key issues, such as: Should there be a voluntary or mandatory
labelling system? What is the acceptable threshold of GM materials in food
products?

Key players in the food trade, including food importers and sellers, are
worried that additional labelling requirement is likely to increase costs for the
industry. This may affect the price of food sold at the retail end and increase
the financial burden on consumers eventually. It is, therefore, important to
strike a balance between consumer information rights and the need to guard
against imposing unnecessary burden to the food trade, especially in a time of
adverse economic conditions.

At the moment, the international community has not agreed on a set of
common standards on labelling GM materials in foods, although there is
different legislation in various parts of the world in relation to GM foods. Hong
Kong will need time to develop a labelling system which most suits our food
market and eating habits. Instead of rushing into legislation, the Government
should encourage discussion and consensus building between various
stakeholders in the food industry. At the same time, the Government could take
time to study the experience of overseas countries in implementing their GM
food labelling systems before deciding on the approach for our system.

As to the existing legislation on food labelling, I urge the Government to
stay alert of new developments in the food trade and conduct regular revisions to
keep them up-to-date to meet consumer needs and technological changes. As
suggested by today's motion, there are new developments in the food trade which
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require the Government's attention. For example, should we devise a separate
labelling system for the increasingly popular health food products? And should
we introduce a "nutritional value" label in addition to the existing label of
ingredient composition? As for the existing list of items exempted from
compliance with the statutory labelling requirements, is the list updated and is
there any need to delete certain items from the list?

Early this year, the Government has begun to seek public opinions on new
initiatives in food labelling regulations, including labelling of allergenic
substances and details of food additives as well as improving labelling format for
the "best before" or "use by" date. I believe that the Government can place the
above mentioned issues on its agenda and seek public opinions. But we must
not legislate without giving various interest parties sufficient time for
discussions.

For future implementation of food labelling system, I urge the
Government to improve its laboratory testing standards and step up regular
inspection of food importers and sellers and its random collection of food
samples.  Established in 2000, the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department is relatively new in food safety and public health programmes. For
a start, it inspected approximately 55 000 food labels, issued 239 warning letters
and instituted 87 prosecutions against labels not in compliance with the statutory
requirements last year. It is important for the department to continuously
enhance its monitoring and co-ordinating role in maintaining food safety.

Food labelling is important to both manufacturers and consumers. There
is a need for a review of the labelling system, but such a review should only be
conducted after detailed public consultation.

Thank you, Madam President.

MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, this motion is a classic example of a
problem that we have here in Hong Kong. On the one hand, we look to the
Government to make everything perfect, usually by devising more and more
regulations on business. On the other hand, we want low-cost products, and
efficient companies that create jobs. And in reality, it is not easy to have both.
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This motion is suggesting a number of measures that sound reasonable.
However, people have to accept the fact that these measures will push up retail
business costs, and therefore consumer prices.

One suggestion is the imposition of penalties for the sale of foods which
have passed their "sell-by" dates. If there is a health hazard, then by all means
take action. But in most cases, that is not the case — packaged food is safe to
eat long after the "sell-by" date. So what benefit will the community get from
additional fines? Retailers would say that all we will get is higher prices.

Another suggestion is that we need "nutritional value" information on
packaged food labels. In fact, many imported products in our supermarkets
already have this information — but only in English. If we require this
information by law, food distributors will have to put Chinese language stickers
on every imported pack of food. That will cost money, and the extra cost will
be passed on to consumers. We will probably also be told that all those extra
stickers damage the environment!

Madam President, if we decide to have more statutory requirements, let us
bear in mind that there will be compliance costs for companies, and there will be
higher prices for consumers to pay. The whole community needs to ask the
question: "Is it worth it?" And are we willing to pay for it?

Thank you.
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PREEME B TTE KRG B RIE -
Mr CHAN Kam-lam rose to claim a division
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 20 were present, eight were in favour of the motion, 11 against it
and one abstained; while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 18 were
present, 13 were in favour of the motion, two against it and two abstained.
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she therefore declared that the motion was negatived.

—F ;’k_'gnﬁ
NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at Ten o"clock.
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Annex |
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Health and Welfare to Mr LEE
Cheuk-yan's supplementary question to Question 1

To clarify the definition of "low earning" category, Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA) applicants aged 15 to 59 who are able to work,
earning no less than $1,610 a month, assessed as not having sufficient earnings to
cover the expenditure of their recognized needs, would be classified under the
"low earning" category.

The table below shows the distribution of cases by the amount of monthly
earnings at the end of October 2001 (excluding CSSA payments):

Monthly Earnings No. of case/l]
($)
Less than 1,6100] 834
1,610 - 2,999 563
3,000 - 4,999 1 986
5,000 - 6,999 2 366
7,000 - 8,999 1184
9,000 or above 509
Total 7 422

[0 If an applicant subsequently earns less than $1,610 a month, the case
will be reclassified under the "unemployment" category by the Social
Welfare Department.

[0 A case may cover several family members in a household.



