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Following is the transcript (English portion) of a media session given by the
Chief Secretary for Administration, Mr Donald Tsang, today (Februar
22) after meeting with the Vice Chairman of the State Devel opment

Planning Commission, Mr Zhang Guobao:

Reporter: Mr Tsang, you have talked with Mainland planning officials.
How essential will the cooperation between the Mainland and the SAR in
helping Hong Kong to tackle its economic problems?

Mr Tsang: The urgency in which we have been tackling our cross-border
facilities, the way in which we are now planning together the infrastructural
facilities reflect the higher level of cooperation between Hong Kong and
the Mainland. The cooperation extends beyond Guangdong Province and

IS now going to the Planning Commission and various ministries such as the
Railway Ministry etc. in Beijing. So | think the situation has improved quite
alot over the last year in particular, and | am sure it will continue to
improve. It will eventually reflect, in ahigher level of development, greater
economic opportunities for Hong Kong and a greater penetration of Hong
Kong businessmen in the Mainland market.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)
End/Thursday, February 22, 2002
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