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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon Michael MAK (Oral Reply)

It has been reported that, in the face of the fierce competition from
supermarkets, some fresh provision shops in the markets in the New
Territories are recently cutting the retail prices of pork and some prices are
even below the wholesale prices of fresh pork, which casts doubt on the
sources and quality of such pork. In this regard, will the Government
inform this Council:

@) whether it has stepped up the inspection of fresh provision shops
over the past three months to check if chilled or smuggled pork is
sold as fresh meat of pigs legally slaughtered in the territory;

(b) whether there is an upward trend in the number of cases in which
shop owners were prosecuted for selling smuggled pork in the past
five years, and provide the respective numbers of convictions and
of fresh provision shop licences revoked in the same period; and

(c) of the measures in place to ensure that the pork on sale in fresh
provision shops meets the hygiene standards, and whether it will
consider increasing the penalties for offences in this regard?
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Hon Fred LI (Written Reply)

At present, most superstores have set up stalls selling various kinds of fresh
meat. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@) whether it has found cases in which chilled meat was sold as fresh
meat at such stalls in the past two years; if it has, of the number of
such cases and the follow-up actions taken;

(b) of the method the authorities use to determine whether the meat for
sale at such stalls is fresh or chilled;

(c) whether it has verified the authenticity of the information on the
sources and wholesalers concerning the fresh meat for sale at such
stalls; if not, of the reasons for that; and

(d) whether it will consider introducing legislation to require meat
retailers to label clearly whether the meat for sale is fresh, chilled
or frozen, so as to safeguard consumers' right to information; if so,
of the legislative timetable; if not, the reasons for that?
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Hon SIN Chung-kai (Written Reply)

Regarding combating the import and sale of counterfeit controlled drugs,
will the Government inform this Council:

€)] of the respective quantities of counterfeit controlled drugs, broken
down by type, seized by law enforcement agencies in Hong Kong
in each of the past five years;

(b) of the respective numbers of persons prosecuted and convicted for
the import or sale of counterfeit controlled drugs in the past five
years, and the average penalties imposed on those convicted; and

(©) whether it has reviewed existing legislation against the import and
sale of counterfeit controlled drugs to see if it has sufficient
deterrent effect; if so, of the details of the review; if not, the
reasons for that?



