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The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Annex C

-

WORKS BUREAU
; T ﬁ Ech!i . MURRAY BUILDING, GARDEN ROAD,
FHREEBEESF : HONG KONG
Ref. : " WB(CR) 65/39
Group : 12
6 May 2002
Works Bureau Technical Circular No. 17/2002
Interim Arrangements for Expediting
Resolution of Objections under Statutory Gazettals
Scope

This circular sets out the interim requirements for works departments to resolve
objections under statutory gazettals as far as possible within four months after expiry of the
objection period, or within an extended period of further three months for the more difficult

cases.
2. The Secretary for Transport, the Secretary for Planning and Lands and the Secretary for

Environment and Food have agreed to the contents of this circular.

Effective Date

3 This circular takes immediate effect.

Effect on Existihg Circulars

4, This circular has no effect on existing WBTCs.
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Background

-
\

S. Under the existing Roads (Works, Use and Compensation) Ordi_né.nce (Cap.370),
(R(WU&C)O), Foreshore and Sea-bed (Reclamations) Ordinance (Cap.127) and R(WU&C)O as
applied by Section 26 of the Water Pollution Control (Sewerage) Regulation (Cap.358 sub.leg.),
we need to gazette-and exhibit a project scheme for 60 days or two months as appropriate during
which the public can raise objections to the scheme. The Government then has a period of 9
months, with a further extension of six months as may be granted by the Chief Executive, to
resolve the objections. If the objections remain unresolved, the relevant Secretary or Director
will submit the scheme together with details of the objections for consideration by the CE in
Council before the expiry of the 9-month period or within the approved extension period as

appropriate.

6. The lodging and resolving of objectioris under the existing legislation can take a
maximum of 11 to 17 months to complete. This makes up a significant portion of the
pre-construction leadtime for a public works project and shortening of the statutory periods is

considered necessary to expedite project delivery.

New Expedited Timeframe for Resolving Objections

7. To expedite the delivery of public works projects, we are drawing up legislative

proposals to -

(a)  shorten the period for the lodging of objections from two months to one month;

and

(b)  shorten the objection resolution period from nine months to four months with a
provision for a three-month extension (in lieu of the present six-month extension)
subject to the approval of the CE.

8. Legislative amendments to the relevant Ordinances/Regulation are required to give effect
to the above arrangement. We are working towards introducing the amendments to LegCo as

soon as possible.

9, During the interim period until the legislative amendments are effected, Works
Departments should take appropriate administrative steps to resolve objections as far as possible
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within the spirit of the timeframe set out in paragraph 7(b) above. This ensures that the
benefits of the expedited procedures are realised as soon as possible. However, the adoption of
the expedited procedures does not detract from the requirement that Works Departments shall
fully and carefully censider all objections received under statutory ghzettals before submitting
unresolved ones to the CE ir Council for decision. °

10.  For performance monitoring with respect to objection resolution within the shortened
timeframe, Works Departments are required to submit to Works Bureau (Attn : CAS(PM)) and
the relevant policy bureau a quarterly report on all projects the objection period of which has
expired before the start of the reporting quarter. The report should set out for each project the
current status in resolving objections, the time taken to resolve objections, and/or an explanation
on why the shortened timeframe for resolving objections could not be met. The first report for
the quarter ending July 2002 is due by mid-August 2002.

(W S Chan)
Deputy Secretary (Works Policy)
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