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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

MEBMABNZEEFRHEZZERRE
Applications for Legal Aid in Proceedings Concerning Human Rights

1. MS CYD HO: Madam President, with regard to the applications, since
the enactment of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance (BORO) (Cap. 383),
for legal aid in proceedings relating to breaches of the BORO and/or
inconsistency with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) as applied to Hong Kong, will the Government inform this Council of:

(@) the number of applications in each year and the relevant provision(s)
of the BORO and/or the ICCPR cited in each application;

(b)  the number of successful applications and, among them, the number
of applications in which the limit of financial resources imposed on
legal aid applicants was waived by the Director of Legal Aid under
section 5AA of the Legal Aid Ordinance (Cap. 91);

(c) the number of rejected applications and the reason(s) for rejection;
and

(d) the number of appeals against the rejection and the appeal results?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, based

on the computer records kept by the Legal Aid Department, the information as

requested is set out in the table at Annex.



(@@

(a)(ii)

(b))

(b)(ii)

©@)

(c)(ii)

(@)

(d)(ii)

1

Application for Legal Aid in Civil Proceedings relating to a breach of the BORO (Cap. 383) and/or
an inconsistency with the ICCPR

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996' 1997  1998" 1999 2000' 2001 2002

No. of applications 1 1 5 15 5 15 2 12 4 1 3

Relevant provisions Not cited in most applications. The provisions subsequently identified or relied upon as being relevant
were Articles 20, 21 and 22 of the BORO and Articles 23, 24 and 26 of the ICCPR, which cover rights in
respect of marriage and family; rights of children; right to participate in public life; and equality before
and equal protection of law.

No. of successful applications 0 0 3 8 1 2 0 0 1 1 0

No. of successful applications included in b(i) in 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0

respect of which wavier of upper financial eligibility
limit was exercised

No. of applications refused 0 1 2 6 3 13 1 9 1 0 3
Grounds of refusal Mainly that there was no reasonable grounds for taking the proceedings and/or it was not reasonable to
grant aid in the particular circumstances of the cases concerned.
No. of legal aid appeals 0 1 0 3 1 6 1 0 0 0 2
Outcome of legal aid appeals  Allowed 1
Dismissed 3 1 6 1 1
Hearing Adjourned 1

The differences between the total number of applications and the sum of successful applications and applications refused in these years are due to the
fact that some applications were subsequently withdrawn.
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MERAREENEZEEFRERHEZRERHE
Applications for Legal Aid in Proceedings Concerning Anti-discrimination

12.  MS CYD HO: Madam President, with regard to the applications for legal
aid in proceedings relating to breaches of the Sex Discrimination Ordinance
(Cap. 480), the Disability Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 487) and/or the
Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 527), since the enactment of the
respective Ordinances, will the Government inform this Council of:

(@) a breakdown of the applications by Ordinance and by year, as well
as the relevant provision(s) of the Ordinance(s) cited in each
application;
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(b)

()

(d)

the numbers of successful applications made by the defendants and
plaintiffs respectively and, in respect of the plaintiffs" applications,
whether the defendants concerned were from the public or private
sectors;

the number of rejected applications and the reason(s) for rejection;
and

the number of appeals against the rejection and the appeal results?

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, based
on the computer records kept by the Legal Aid Department, the replies to the
question are as follows:

(1)

2)

3)

Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 480)

The Ordinance was enacted in 1995. Record shows that there was
no application made in 1995 to 96, 1998, 2000 to O1.

As for the years 1997, 1999 and 2002, the information requested is
set out in the table at Annex A.

Disability Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 487)

The Ordinance was enacted in 1995. Record shows that there was
no application made in 1995, 1996, 1998 and 1999.

As for the years 1997, 2000 to 02, the information requested is set
out in the table at Annex B.

Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 527)
The Ordinance was enacted in 1997. There has been no

application for legal aid made under the Ordinance since its
enactment.



(@)(1)

(a)(i)

(b)(@)

(b)(ii)

(b)(iii)

©@)

(c)(ii)

(d)@)

(d)(i1)

No. of applications

Relevant provisions

No. of successful applications

No. of applications made by plaintiff (P)/defendant (D)

Defendant concerned from public/private sector

No. of applications refused

Grounds of refusal

No. of legal aid appeals

Outcome of legal aid appeals

Allowed
Dismissed

Sex Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 480) (enacted in 1995)
1997 1999 2002

Not cited in the applications. The provisions subsequently identified or relied upon as being
relevant are sections 5, 6, 9, 21, 23, 25 and 46, which cover sex discrimination against women and
men; discrimination by way of victimization; discrimination by the Government against a woman in
the performance of its functions; sexual harassment; discrimination by responsible bodies for
educational establishments; and liability of employers and principals.

0 0 0
1 (P) 2 (P) 2(P)
Public Private Public
1 2 2

No reasonable grounds for taking the proceedings and/or not reasonable to grant aid in the
particular circumstances of the cases concerned. One application in 1999 was refused on means.

1 1 2
1
1 1 1
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(@)
(a)(ii)

(b)(@)
(b)(ii)

(b)(iii)

(©()
(c)(ii)

(d)@)
(d)(i)

No. of applications

Relevant provisions

No. of successful applications

No. of applications made by plaintiff (P)/defendant (D)

Defendant concerned from public/private sector

No. of applications refused

Grounds of refusal

No. of legal aid appeals

Outcome of legal aid appeals

Allowed
Dismissed
Withdrawn

Disability Discrimination Ordinance (Cap. 487) (enacted in 1995)

1997

2

Not cited in the applications.

2000

3

2001 2002

7 6

The provisions subsequently identified or relied upon as being

relevant are sections 6(a) and (c), 11(1)(c), 26 and 38, which cover discrimination on grounds of
that person's disability or of the disability of an associate of that person by treating them less
favourably; discrimination against applicants for employment; discrimination in provision of
goods, services or facilities; and harassment in relation to provision of goods, services, or

facilities.
1

1 (P)
1 (D)

1 (Public)

1

Exceeding financial
eligibility limit

1
3 (P)
2 (Public)
1 (Private)
2

Exceeding financial
eligibility limit

1 0
7 (P) 6 (P)
4 (Public) 3 (Public)

3 (Private) 3 (Private)

6 6

No reasonable grounds for taking the
proceedings and/or not reasonable to grant aid in
the particular circumstances of the cases
concerned.
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RE
BILLS

EEEE
First Reading of Bills

TR EE:EHE -

(2003 FEREXEEF (HIBEET ) EHERE)
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LEVY (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL 2003

(2003 FHE (HIRIEET ) EHERE)
EDUCATION (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 2003

(2003 FHEFM (BFT) HRHIEE)
BETTING DUTY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2003

(2003 FIRAMRBIESR)
REVENUE BILL 2003

(2003 QA (B 25% ) EBIERE)
REVENUE (NO. 2) BILL 2003

E: (2003 FASEE (FEEER]) RIEZ)
(2003 F£HE (HEER ) KRHFEZ)
(2003 EMEEH (EBF] ) RAFEZ)
(2003 W ABRPIFEZE )
(2003 Mg A (28 2 9% ) BRpI&EZ ) -

KON HEZEF A EE - KR (#FFHA ) FE 53 EFE () HIHE » Z g L
TGE

Bills read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.



LEE — 2003F 4H9H
46 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 9 April 2003

EEE
Second Reading of Bills

R ExE: -

(2003 FEREXEEF (HIBEET ) EHERE )
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY LEVY (MISCELLANEOUS
AMENDMENTS) BILL 2003

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President, I
move that the Construction Industry Levy (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill
2003 be read the Second time.

Electrical and Mechanical (E&M) services have grown in importance in
the construction industry in recent years. There is a need to expand the
spectrum and capacity of E&M training courses and the E&M trade tests which
are specific to the construction industry. To address this need, we propose to
extend the scope of the current construction industry levy to cover E&M works.

The additional levy collected from E&M works would be used by the
Construction Industry Training Authority (CITA) to expand the scope, as well as
covering the additional costs, of construction industry-related E&M training
courses and trade tests to include E&M services.

This would help provide more well-trained workers to meet the needs of
the industry. It would also help raise the quality and productivity of workers
and improve site safety. In addition, the proposal will facilitate the full
implementation of the Construction Workers Registration System by providing
the requisite training and trade testing to E&M workers in the industry.

To extend the coverage of the levy, the current definition of "construction
works" under the Industrial Training (Construction Industry) Ordinance (ITCIO)
and the Pneumoconiosis (Compensation) Ordinance, which specifically excludes
E&M works, will be replaced by a new definition of "construction operations" in
the Bill, which will encompass E&M works.
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Besides the amendments to extend the coverage of the industry levy to
E&M works, the Bill will also cover other amendments to the ITCIO including
the modification of the composition of the CITA Board to include a
representative from the E&M sector and allowing the CITA to appoint other
bodies as training agents in the provision of services.

Madam President, I commend the Bill to Honourable Members. Thank

you.

EFE RBEERSMCREHGFRAERZ - (2003 FESZZEER (HEER)
REIFEZ ) LA/ -

/ H
&
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H oo

(2003 FHE (HIRIEET ) EHERE)
EDUCATION (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 2003

SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER: Madam President, I
move that the Education (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2003 be read the
Second time.

The Bill aims to streamline the registration procedure for day and evening
schools, enhance the mode of operation of the Appeals Board, raise the
professional standards of teachers and allow schools and post secondary colleges
to conduct courses on general holidays.

Under section 10(2) of the Education Ordinance, a school which provides
evening in addition to its daytime instruction, is required to register the evening
instruction as a separate school. The separate registration procedure for day
and evening schools in such cases is neither efficient nor cost-effective.
Repealing this section will remove duplication of work, speed up the processing
of applications and create a more business friendly environment.

Section 59 of the Education Ordinance provides for an Appeals Board to
hear and determine appeals arising from a decision of the Permanent Secretary
for Education and Manpower on registration of schools, managers, supervisors,
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principals and teachers, and applications for extension of service of teachers and
principals in aided schools. At present, the Appeals Board involves a large
number of members in hearing every appeal. We propose a more flexible
system of appointing an Appeal Boards Panel from which members would be
drawn to form Appeal Boards to hear or determine appeal cases. Under this
new arrangement, more than one hearing session can operate concurrently to
handle different appeal cases.

Quality of teaching is essential to the provision of quality education. One
of the key elements to assure the quality of teaching is teachers' qualifications
and professional competency. To upgrade the quality of teachers and to
develop a professional teaching force, it is necessary to raise the minimum
qualifications for teacher registration. To qualify for a registered teacher status,
a person will have to possess an approved teacher education qualification. The
existing paragraphs (3) and (9) in Part I of the Second Schedule of the Education
Regulations, whereby serving teachers may become registered teachers by
accumulating years of services without going through proper teacher training,
will be repealed.

We also propose to raise the minimum qualifications of permitted teachers
in schools offering primary, secondary and post secondary education from the
Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE) to post-secondary
level. The new requirement will apply to new permitted teachers joining the
teaching profession on or after 1 September 2003, and serving permitted teachers
who seek to have a new permit to teach upon change of school, subjects or levels
of subjects taught. The Permanent Secretary for Education and Manpower may
exercise discretion to exempt those affected permitted teachers from the new
requirements in exceptional cases.

The minimum qualifications for permitted teachers serving in
kindergartens are also recommended to be raised to five passes in the HKCEE,
including both English Language and Chinese Language.

To enhance the professionalism of the teaching force, we propose to
include an enabling provision in section 84(1)(w) of the Education Ordinance to
empower the Chief Executive in Council to make regulations to stipulate the
qualifications, continuing education and training of principals and teachers as and
when necessary.
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Our proposal to permit schools and post secondary colleges to conduct
courses on general holidays will provide more flexibility to schools to
accommodate the different needs of working adults and to suit individual modus
operandi and interests. This is in line with the Government's policy to
encourage lifelong learning, and addresses the concerns of private school
operators.

We believe that raising the qualifications for teacher registration and
reinforcing the professional competency requirements of teachers will enhance
the quality of teachers in Hong Kong for better education of our next generation.
The other proposals would either streamline the existing procedures or provide
more flexibility to school operators and are generally welcome by the education
sector.

Madam President, I hope that Members will support the Education
(Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2003.
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Dr YEUNG Sum rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 53 Members present, 33 were in
favour of the motion and 19 against it. Since the question was agreed by a
majority of the Members present, she therefore declared that the motion was
carried.
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Council went into Committee.
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Mr Albert HO rose to claim a division.
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 23 were present, four were in favour of the amendment and 19
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 22 were present, 10
were in favour of the amendment and 11 against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Mr Albert HO rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 26 were present, five were in favour of the amendment and 21
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, 14
were in favour of the amendment and 12 against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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HJ A 2% : "That the sole right of giving and granting the money of the people of this province
is vested in them, as the legal representatives; and that the imposition of taxes and duties the
Parliament of Great Britain upon a people who are not represented in the House of Commons,
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British Constitution, is evidently founded."
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& A FE 0" One Country, Two Systems" — An Account of the Drafting of the
Hong Kong Basic Law. On page 280, Prof HSAIO said: "However, in view of
demands from residents that the Chief Executive should be selected by universal
suffrage, it is further provided that after the year 2007, amendments can be
made to Annex | (that is, of the Basic Law), that is, either, in order to facilitate
Hong Kong's stability and prosperity, the election method should remain
unchanged for 10 years between 1997 and 2007. After 2007, that is, the 10th
anniversary of the founding of the HKSAR, and upon the expiry of the second
term of office and the beginning of the third term of office of Chief Executive,
amendments can be made to Annex |: Method for the Selection of the Chief
Executive of the HKSAR. Asto the method for selecting the Chief Executive
after the year (including the method for selecting the third Chief Executive in
2007), it is provided in Annex | that it can either be amended or remained
unchanged.”
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Ms Emily LAU rose to claim a division.
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THE CHAIRMAN announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, five were in favour of the amendment and 22
against it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 26 were present, 14
were in favour of the amendment and 11 against it. Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
therefore declared that the amendment was negatived.
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Council then resumed.
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EEZ=E
Third Reading of Bill
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Dr YEUNG Sum rose to claim a division.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that there were 55 Members present, 33 were in
favour of the motion and 21 against it. Since the question was agreed by a
majority of the Members present, she therefore declared that the motion was
carried.
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REBE(BERAERMGESG ) BBENREE
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE INTERPRETATION AND
GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE

SECRETARY FOR COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY:
Madam President, I move that the motion as printed on the Agenda be passed.

To prepare for the introduction of electronic services for processing cargo
manifests, we have made the Import and Export (General) (Amendment)
Regulation 2003, the Import and Export (Registration) (Amendment) Regulation
2003, the Import and Export (Removal of Articles) (Amendment) Regulation
2003, the Reserved Commodities (Control of Imports, Exports and Reserve
Stocks) (Amendment) Regulation 2003 and two related law commencement
notices. The Legislative Council has subsequently set up a Subcommittee to
examine the subsidiary legislation carefully. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the Honourable Kenneth TING, Chairman, and other
members of the Subcommittee for their efforts.

The motion seeks to make minor technical amendments to section 6 of the
Import and Export (Removal of Articles) (Amendment) Regulation 2003 and
sections 3 to 5 of the Reserved Commodities (Control of Imports, Exports and
Reserve Stocks) (Amendment) Regulation 2003. These amendments have been
endorsed by the Legislative Council Subcommittee.

Thank you, Madam President.
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i EAE
MEMBERS' BILLS

BEAEEE
First Reading of Members" Bill

EHE EEERE:BHE -

(2002 FREEER (5T ) HRAERE)
DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS INCORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL 2002

E: (20026 EE (BF]) REIEXE) -

KON HEZEFE A EE - KR (#FFHA ) FE 53 EFE (3SR E » Z g L
TGE

Bill read the First time and ordered to be set down for Second Reading pursuant
to Rule 53(3) of the Rules of Procedure.

BMBEAE_E
Second Reading of Members" Bill

EREEEEE:
HEHFEE  (REAER DI E R R AR R E = -

(2002 FREEER (5T ) HRAERE)
DAUGHTERS OF MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS INCORPORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL 2002

MR ANDREW WONG: Madam President, I move that the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians Incorporation (Amendment) Bill 2002 be read the Second
time.

The Daughters of Mary Help of Christians Incorporation (Amendment)
Bill 2002 seeks to provide the Mother Provincial of the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians (Hong Kong) the powers to deal with landed and house properties.
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The Mother Provincial of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (Hong
Kong) is a recognized charitable institution in Hong Kong. It is incorporated
under the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians Incorporation Ordinance (Cap.
1070).

A clause which seeks to endow the corporation with the powers to deal
with landed and house properties originally appeared in the Bill when it was first
presented to the Legislative Council back in 1954. However, subsequently it
was accidentally omitted in the enacted Ordinance. The present Bill aims to
remedy such an omission.

Clause 2 of the Bill, a very simple Bill, seeks to add the missing clause in
the Ordinance to provide the corporation with the powers to deal with lands,
buildings, messuages, tenements and mortgages.

Madam President, the powers to deal with landed and house properties are
essential to the operation of a corporation, as such, the Bill is a reasonable and
necessary instrument to remedy the old mistake.

I commend the Bill to Members.

Thank you, Madam President.
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(ROW|ITARQABD(MBLARNEH ) HEHEE)
THE BANK OF EAST ASIA, LIMITED (MERGER OF SUBSIDIARIES)
BILL

RERHENR 2003 F 38 12 HEIBRMBRAEE_EBEE
Resumption of debate on Second Reading which was moved on 12 March
2003
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Council went into Committee.
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Committee Stage
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THE BANK OF EAST ASIA, LIMITED (MERGER OF SUBSIDIARIES)
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Council then resumed.
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EEZ=E
Third Reading of Bill
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THE BANK OF EAST ASIA, LIMITED (MERGER OF SUBSIDIARIES)
BILL
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MEMBERS" MOTIONS
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REBE(BERARMGESL ) BIBREE
PROPOSED RESOLUTION UNDER THE INTERPRETATION AND
GENERAL CLAUSES ORDINANCE
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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, the piecemeal fashion in which
information has been provided by the Government on this sorry affair of the
Financial Secretary's confessed misconduct makes a proper and full inquiry by a
Select Committee of this house necessary.

Yesterday morning, we were given the latest instalment, or so we thought.
We were provided with a copy of Mr Antony LEUNG's resignation letter dated
10 March. Mr LEUNG was asked how it came to be written. His reply was
that he wrote the letter himself in his office in the evening of 10 March, gave it to
his secretary to type in the morning of 11 March, and handed it personally to the
Chief Executive that afternoon.

(REEFFRREHREARERFER)

Now, the first we knew of the existence of the resignation letter was on 17
March. When the Chairman of the Panel on Constitutional Affairs, the

Honourable Andrew WONG, asked Mr LEUNG whether there was a written
resignation. The verbatim minutes record, and I translate:

Chairman: After the Chief Executive made a public statement on this matter, that
evening, after further consideration, you finally decided to tender
your resignation to the Chief Executive. Did you send him a letter
of resignation? Was it the written report? Now it doesn't seem so,
because that report was presented to him at noon. Was it the report
you presented on the 13th?

Financial Secretary: No, Chairman.
Chairman: Was it another letter?

Financial Secretary: Chairman, it was another letter.
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Up to that point in time, members had not been provided with the reports
of 10 and 13 March. They had, however, been given a written chronology.
Regarding 10 March, the Financial Secretary said, "I met with the Chief
Executive around noontime, ...... I told him that I was willing to resign if
necessary. After the Chief Executive had done a media stand-up on the
incident, I further reflected over the matter that evening and decided to formally
tender my resignation. In early afternoon, I provided the Chief Executive with
a written report on the events." In this chronology, there is no mention of any
letter of resignation being written or sent, neither on 10 nor 11 March.

Members also had the Chief Executive's letter to Mr LEUNG dated 15
March. In that letter, Mr TUNG referred to the resignation in these terms:
"You indeed offered to resign on 10 March. I take this as an honourable act on
your part." There was no mention of a letter of immediate resignation.

Subsequently, on 21 March, members were provided with the reports of
10 and 13 March, neither mentioned nor gave any hint of resigning or a letter of
resignation.

Then, on 4 April, members were provided with a copy of the resignation
letter dated 10 March. In the covering paper, Mr LEUNG added this new piece
of information: "I informed the Chief Executive that evening (that is, the 10th)
that I would tender my resignation. A resignation was submitted to him on 11
March."

As I said earlier, in reply to questions yesterday, Mr LEUNG said that he
wrote the letter on 10 March, had his secretary typed out on 11 March, and
handed it to Mr TUNG personally that afternoon. Members have asked for
proof that his secretary did type it, and for record of receipt by the Chief
Executive's Office. The implications of these requests are very serious indeed.
Yet, the way the disclosure of the existence of the resignation letter has come
about promotes suspicion. The fact that it does not fit well into documents and
information made known to the public before 17 March promotes suspicion.
The internal evidence of the letter of resignation promotes suspicion.

This morning, yet another story is published in the press. This time, Mr
LEUNG says that he drafted the resignation letter on the evening of 10 March in
English. He then prepared a Chinese version. The next day, he did not get his
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letter typed — because he was "preoccupied" with the Executive Council and
other work. Now he said that it was on 12 March that he passed the draft
resignation letter to his Administrative Assistant, who made some revisions and
typed it out on his computer. Mr LEUNG said that he then signed it and
delivered it personally to the Chief Executive that afternoon.  The letter, at
least the copy provided to members, is nevertheless not dated 12 March, but
backdated to 10 March 2003.

Madam Deputy, if a witness changes his evidence as many times as Mr
LEUNG in a Court of law, he would have no credibility left. But do we have
the final version and the whole truth now?

Another crucial question is: Why did Mr LEUNG say nothing about his
purchase of a car until he was confronted with a query from the press? In
particular, why did he say nothing at the Executive Council meeting on the
morning of 5 March?

Let us bear in mind that the public did not learn about the 5 March
Executive Council meeting until 15 or 16 March.

In his report to the Chief Executive on 10 March, Mr LEUNG said, "I had
not associated my purchase of a car to an increase in the First Registration Tax
until questions were raised by the media on 8 March 2003." That was the basic
position that he put to members in the meeting on 17 March.

But by 17 March, the story of the Executive Council meeting of 5 March
has become public property. Mr LEUNG was saved from having to explain
himself only by the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs ably refusing to confirm
the story by maintaining the supposed rule of confidentiality of Executive
Council meetings.

By late evening of 18 March, this line of resistance also broke down, when
the Chief Executive's Office issued two statements of limited disclosure. It is
now official that in the Executive Council meeting on 5 March, Dr YEOH Eng-
kiong declared his interest in relation to the Revenue Protection Order. We
know now that this became a matter for discussion in the Executive Council
meeting on 11 March, after the car purchase became public. What could the
discussion have been about but as to the anomaly of Dr YEOH's declaration on
the one hand and Mr LEUNG's silence on the other?
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When Mr LEUNG next attended the Panel's meeting yesterday, he had to
explain why he did not made a disclosure of his purchase on 5 March. His
explanation was so weak as to be incredible. He said that it was because he kept
his public and private affairs too separate from each other. At that meeting, he
briefed the Executive Council on the Budget, including the First Registration
Tax. The Revenue Protection Order was dealt with next, and Dr YEOH
declared interest, but by then the meeting was coming to an end, and his mind
was not on it. His mind was already on his work in that afternoon......

Madam Deputy, this is what we call an "imbecile's defence". Are we to
accept that the Financial Secretary is an imbecile? Are we to accept an imbecile
for the Financial Secretary? Can we leave the matter unresolved, and this
dilemma in the air? A full and proper inquiry is the only answer.

By now, I am sorry to say that the matter can no longer be confined to Mr
LEUNG. We now know that by the time Mr TUNG wrote his letter on 15
March, Mr TUNG already knew about the non-disclosure on 5 March. He had
already heard its serious implications discussed on 11 March. Mr LEUNG's
account of the resignation letter cannot be maintained without the collaboration
of the Chief Executive's Office. The public is entitled to know the truth.

"Murder will out", as the saying goes, and "fire cannot be covered up with
paper". I support the Honourable YEUNG Sum's proposal to appoint a Select
Committee.

Thank you.
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Meeting suspended.
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Council then resumed.
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Dr YEUNG Sum rose to claim a division.
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Functional Constituencies:
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Geographical Constituencies and Election Committee:
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 27 were present, five were in favour of the motion and 22 against
it; while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 27 were present, 15 were in
favour of the motion and 11 against it. Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared
that the motion was negatived.
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NEXT MEETING
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Adjourned accordingly at twelve minutes past Eleven o*clock.



