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MISS MARGARET NG: Madam President, when 500 000 people marched for
six hours in the streets in sweltering heat, determined to be counted, their
demands deserve a prompt and full response from the Government.

Two demands stood out: put back Article 23 legislation and bring forward
democracy. I urge the Government to accede to both. With respect to Article
23 legislation, it was the Government's blind determination to push through the
national security Bill in next week's meeting of this Council which sparked off
the anger of the people. They are not just worried about the contents of the Bill
but also angry with the process, because time has not been allowed to win the
consensus of the community.

It is not good enough for the Government to be convinced that the
provisions do not infringe rights. It has to be able to convince the public that
they are so, and to show the international community that the law is accepted by
the people of Hong Kong. The march of the 500 000 people is conclusive proof
that this has not been achieved.

Madam President, this is not the time for details. Everyone is waiting for
the reply of the Government. I remind the Government that a law passed in the
teeth of demonstrable opposition of the people can have no legitimacy. It will
be worse than no law at all.

Accepting the major amendments we have proposed may be one way of
addressing the concerns of the people, but now the issue is not in our hands alone.
It is with the people, and the people have demanded time for dialogue. They do
not just want an amendment here and there. They have spoken in no uncertain
terms.

I urge the Government to respond in such a way as to leave the door open
for further discussion. The people have been patient and peaceful. The
Government must take advantage of the opportunity. Thank you.
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Adjourned accordingly at twenty-eight minutes past Three o"clock.



