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The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule 21(2) of the Rules
of Procedure:
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( Ff OKZAT (&R ) BB ) ... . 153/2002
( BRI OKZAT (&H ) BHBI ) ..o 154/2002
(2002 T2 2B ( EHRMTE 1) S ) ... ..., 155/2002
( (2002 M R eI ®H (BT ) HEl )
(2002 4F55 117 BREERAE ) 2002 4F
(EMHEE) AE ) o 156/2002

(2002 5A ( —f% ) (BFT) (2B 245%)

AT ) 157/2002

Subsidiary Legislation/Instruments L.N. No.
Karaoke Establishments (Licensing) Regulation .......... 153/2002
Karaoke Establishments (Fees) Regulation ................ 154/2002

Aviation Security Ordinance (Replacement of
Schedule 1) Order 2002.......ccevivviiiiieieannnns 155/2002

Shipping and Port Control (Amendment) Regulation
2002 (L.N. 117 of 2002) (Commencement)
NOICE 2002 ...neneieeee e 156/2002

Patents (General) (Amendment) (No. 2) Rules 2002..... 157/2002
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Other Papers

No. 11 — Environment and Conservation Fund
Trustee Report 2001-2002

No. 12 — Audited Statement of Accounts and Auditor's Report for
the Fish Marketing Organization for the year ended 31
March 2002
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Audited Statement of Accounts and Auditor's Report for
the Vegetable Marketing Organization for the year ended
31 March 2002

Marine Fish Scholarship Fund Trustee's Report for the
period from 1 April 2001 to 31 March 2002, and Audited
Statement of Accounts and Auditor's Report for the Fund
for the year ended 31 March 2002

Agricultural Products Scholarship Fund Trustee's Report
for the period from 1 April 2001 to 31 March 2002, and
Audited Statement of Accounts and Auditor's Report for
the Fund for the year ended 31 March 2002

Sir Edward Youde Memorial Fund Report of the Board of
Trustees for the period 1 April 2001 to 31 March 2002

Ocean Park Corporation
Annual Report 2001-2002

Hongkong Post
Annual Report 2001/02

TR #5 HKEREGHR(BEABELAFN OO0 —-EZ 00 _FEHW

ERACENE

BEFEABRARZOO—EZOOFXERS
Ocean Park Corporation Annual Report 2001-2002
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Efforts Against Persons Taking up Employment Illegally in Hong Kong

4, MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, regarding the Government's

efforts against persons who take up employment in Hong Kong illegally, will the
Government inform this Council:
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(@)

(b)

of the number of illegal workers arrested at construction sites last
year; and

whether it will consider introducing amendments to the Immigration
Ordinance to impose heavier penalties for breaching conditions of
stay and remaining in Hong Kong without permission; if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that?
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FERPFEFEESHNMETRE
Maintenance Works for a Government Car Park in Central

20.. MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, it was reported that, owing
to leakage in the ceiling, the Transport Department (TD) had closed off 37
parking spaces in a government car park in Central since February this year.
The Architectural Services Department (ASD) had commissioned a consultancy
study on how to carry out the maintenance works and was planning to carry out
the waterproofing works in January next year. Subsequent to media reports, the
TD had stated that interim remedial measures would be taken with a view to
reopening the parking spaces as early as possible. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(@) Dbased on the hourly parking fees charged by the car park, of the
annual income to be generated by the 37 parking spaces and the
income foregone as a result of the closure;

(b)  whether the ASD's commissioning an outside consultant is due to its
lack of resources and capability;

(c) of the fees charged by the consultant, the time it has spent on the
study and its findings; and

(d) whether the TD had, before the media reports, considered taking
any interim measures; if so, of its conclusion; if not, the reasons for
that?

SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, TRANSPORT AND WORKS:
Madam President,

(a) Since February 2002, the TD had to suspend the use of a small
number of parking spaces in the Star Ferry Car Park (the car park)
to avoid causing nuisance to and ensure safety of the car park users.
At any one time, the closed parking spaces were less than 10% of
the total number of parking spaces in the car park. According to
the TD's records, the maximum utilization rate of the car park
reached 90% just once during the period from February to October
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2002. Since the parking spaces available were not fully taken up,
the question of revenue foregone did not arise.

(b) The ASD has full technical capability to undertake the design and
supervision of maintenance works for the car park. However, the
workload of the ASD has increased considerably owing to the
addition of $1.5 billion worth of minor works for each of 2002-03
and 2003-04 financial years. Outsourcing of the maintenance
works for this car park is therefore necessary.

(c) The ASD commissioned a consultancy in July 2002 to investigate
and plan for the maintenance works (including waterproofing) for
the car park at a cost of $190,000. The consultant started the study
in late September 2002 and is expected to come up with
recommendations in two months. According to the consultant's
preliminary findings, it is proposed that polyurethane waterproofing
system should be used on the roof. We will invite tenders for the
repair works in November 2002, for completion in January 2003.

(d) It is not cost-effective to carry out interim waterproofing works for
the car park during the wet season. With the onset of dry weather,
the ASD has commenced temporary repair works using elastomeric
coating in early October 2002. All but two affected parking spaces
are expected to be reopened in October 2002. Temporary repair
works for the remaining two closed parking spaces are not feasible
because leakage is more extensive and cannot be adequately dealt
with by the use of elastomeric coating.
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TRANSPORT NEEDS OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, it was not until 1 became a father
about two years ago that | suddenly found walking along the street or taking
public transport very difficult. Pushing a stroller with a baby in it is an obstacle
course itself.  This is especially the case in Hong Kong where pavements are far
too narrow and public transport crowded with commuters.

If it is difficult for someone with a baby in pushchair in Hong Kong, what
must it be like for someone who is confined to a wheelchair? It may be difficult
for an able-bodied person to imagine how a person on wheelchair can move
along the streets or take public transport on his own without difficulty.

At least one can always carry a baby on his back, which most people do.
But if one is on a wheelchair, a simple journey and travelling may be a nightmare.
Actually, | have heard many complaints from disabled people and other welfare
groups.

In the past year, several non-governmental organizations have proposed to
public transport operators to improve their services and provide concessions to
the disabled. In June, the Hong Kong Council of Social Service together with
other groups met the Commissioner for Transport on this issue. At the meeting,
it was suggested that the concept of "transport for all" be implemented in all
public transport policies.
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The service of Rehabus is also inadequate. According to disabled groups,
clients have to book the service three to six months in advance. This is, of
course, inconvenient for the handicapped people, and will discourage them from
taking part in community activities. It is sad to see that these people are being
forced to stay at home because of difficulty in booking the service.

At present, there are already some concessions to disabled drivers. They
may apply for exemption from payment of learners" driving licence fees, driving
test fees and full driving licence fees. But these can benefit only the drivers, not
the disabled passengers.

| believe that public transport operators should take their own initiative to
consider offering special concessions to these passengers. By doing so, the
companies can show the public that they do care about the community. They
can create a better image while the handicapped can save money and be more
active in participating community activities. This is a win-win situation.

This caring spirit is particularly important at a time of difficulties in
present day Hong Kong. One may not feel the kindness of giving in a
prosperous society. But at time of difficulties, giving freely to the needy is
particularly touching.

Indeed, Madam President, there are many things that we must do if we are
to be the "Manhattan-plus" of Asia, and match New York or London, and this is
one of the things. For the sake of the disabled and everyone else, we must start
planning these things for the better in Hong Kong. Thank you.

(REEFEARNREERBERFTE )
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam Deputy, inadequate access to public
transportation services has long been a major concern of the disabled community.
Even the Equal Opportunity Commission, our local discrimination watchdog,
made note of the issue of accessibility in its most recent annual report.

For people with disabilities, access to transportation is an absolute
necessity — to obtain education, to find and keep a job or even just to go
shopping. The barriers that they face in using public transit are the real
handicaps to their ability to live independently and happily. The barriers also
prevent them from being productive and active members of the community.

At present, legislation is in place to protect people with physical challenges
from being discriminated against in the provision of services and facilities.
Accordingly, major public transport operators have made improvements to
minimize or remove existing obstacles. However, some members of our
community feel that the pace of change is too slow. | agree that more can be
done, but significant progress has been made. What we must recognize is the
complex constraints that transport operators experience.

Firstly, many of the older transport systems were not designed for people
with disabilities. Thus, for existing barriers to be removed, the operators face
very significant difficulties. Often, there is limited space or there are technical
complications in retrofitting existing stations or vehicles and installing additional
facilities to increase accessibility. The rush-hour overcrowding situation of
public transport networks also increases the difficulty of this task. Given that
each service provider has its own operational problems and constraints, it is
unrealistic to demand that they all fully provide accessible services within one
timeframe.
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There is also the problem of budget constraints. Public transport
operators worldwide express similar concerns that progress towards greater
accessibility is hampered by the lack of funds. While some facility
improvements are relatively low-cost (such as tactile ground surface indicators to
signal stairs, platform edges and general directions), others are very costly.
For example, retrofitting transit stations with elevators costs millions of dollars;
providing buses with low ground-level entrances is also an expensive capital
investment. Under the current economic environment, it is unrealistic to expect
transport services to achieve comprehensive access in a short time.

A more realistic approach in tackling the issue of accessibility is to
improve the public-funded Rehabus service. At present, Rehabus has
established a network to provide customized service for those with special
transportation needs. Users have the option of some fixed routes or booking the
service for more remote destinations. The Rehabus service is an important
agency that complements public transport systems.

However, Rehabus also has its own inadequacies. One of its major
inconveniences is the lack of flexibility. Rehabus must be booked as early as a
week in advance with specific times and destinations. This requires extensive
advance planning by the users and prohibits them from any last minute
appointments, spontaneous outings, or even staying late at work to finish an
urgent project.

No doubt, the operators of Rehabus are also under a tight budget, and this
early booking requirement is a means for them to utilize their resources fully.
Unlike the financially independent public transport systems, the Rehabus service
can only sustain itself or make significant improvements with financial
commitment from the Government. Without additional public resources, it will
be difficult for Rehabus to significantly shorten the advance booking time.
Therefore, to better meet the transportation needs of people with disabilities, the
Government should strengthen the Rehabus service and increase its funding
support.

The motion today also urges various public transport operators to provide
more affordable services to people with disabilities, specifically to consider
offering half fare concessions for the physically challenged. However, it is
accessibility, not affordability, that is the main concern for the disabled.
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Without accessible services, they cannot even travel on public networks. Thus,
any fare concession that they may enjoy is secondary. Our concern should
focus on access. Besides, some transport operators are already offering
across-the-board fare concessions, and | believe that some physically challenged
travellers are already enjoying these discounts. It is my belief that the
Government does not need to interfere in the business decisions of individual
public transport companies. The Government should leave them to fulfil their
obligations to society, particularly the aged and the handicapped, according to
their means and ability.

Madam Deputy, the disabled community is not the only sector that
requires accessible services. The elderly also have a strong need for access
facilities similar to the disabled. The examples are buses with ground-level
entrances and vehicles with entrance ramps for wheelchair-bound commuters.
With an increasingly ageing population, the issue of accessibility will
undoubtedly become more prevalent. Public transport operators must respond
to this trend and continue to progress towards service accessibility for all. They
should be socially conscious of the needs of the aged and the handicapped.

Thank you.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, environmental protection,
sustainability and renewable energy are popular terms nowadays, although
renewable energy may be the most technical and least familiar term to the
general public. Renewable energies are those from readily available sources in
nature — like solar energy, wind, tides and so on. Many developed countries
already use renewable sources to generate some of their electricity. The utility
companies in Hong Kong currently provide a very reliable and moderately priced
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supply of electricity to the city's population of 6.8 million. However, we rely
heavily on fossil fuels, which emit large amounts of carbon dioxide during the
combustion process. Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas and a leading cause of
global warming. It is also one of the major air pollutants in Hong Kong.
Although the Government has dedicated considerable efforts in improving our air
quality and in reducing our reliance on carbon-intensive fossil fuels by
developing renewable energy, its progress is slow. Hong Kong's energy
demands are expected to grow by about 2% a year, driven by a population
increase of approximately 1 million people every 10 years over the next two
decades. The development of renewable energy resources is essential to Hong
Kong's quality of life.

In addition, China is now a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol, which calls
for international reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. As a part of China, not
to mention being a world-class city, Hong Kong should also commit to the
greenhouse gas targets set by the Kyoto Protocol. Currently, the portfolio for
energy policy rests with the Economic Development and Labour Bureau, whose
interaction with the utility companies is primarily to administer supply contracts.
Could it not help encourage and investigate renewable energy resources or help
reduce our use of carbon-intensive fossil fuels? Hong Kong currently accounts
for 0.18% of the world's greenhouse gases. The Government should develop
and advocate renewable energy through regulatory or legislative means, such as
implementing a bill similar to the Renewable Energy Act of Germany. At the
Earth Summit on sustainable development in August this year, the European
Union committed to a renewable energy target level of 15% of total energy
demand by 2012. Hong Kong, if we are Asia's world city, should also set
practical timetables and targets to implement our energy policy.

In my view though, Hong Kong is unlikely to adopt renewable energy as
its main power source for at least another 20 years, because change would
require our current infrastructure to be significantly altered. In order to
expedite the acceptance of renewable resources, the Government should
incorporate renewable energy policies into future town planning and urban
development strategies. With the current substantial budget deficit of the
Government of the Special Administrative Region (SAR) though, it will be
difficult to carry out this plan at its full cost. A most cost-efficient method to
accomplish these green energy plans might be to initiate public-private
partnerships in government construction projects. With the participation of the
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private sector, renewable energy development policies can be enacted more
swiftly and, in turn, more construction jobs can be created. And the end results
will invariably benefit all of us too.

Yet, developing renewable energy resources involves enormous start-up
costs. To attract investments from the private sector, the Government should
offer support and incentives to promote scientific and technological research, and
to nurture a market for renewable energy. Moreover, universities and
educational institutions should be encouraged to train a professional pool of local
talents to study renewable energy resources.

The implementation of renewable energy strategies should also include
greater collaboration among the SAR Government, the Guangdong Provincial
Government and the Pearl River Delta authorities. Hong Kong and Guangdong
are separated only by a river. When the wind is easterly, pollutants flow from
Hong Kong to the Pearl River Delta. In winter, when the wind is northerly,
Hong Kong suffers. Neither side can solve the problem alone, so both
governments should collaborate to study the feasibility of developing and
introducing renewable energy resources.

Another reason the SAR and Guangdong Governments should join forces
Is that the same air pollution not only worsens living conditions, but impacts on
the investment environments in both Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta.
Foreign investors are attaching greater and greater importance to clean air. But
the two sides should not advocate renewable energy just to bring in investment.
They should also implement these green policies for the sake of their own
citizens" well-being so that future generations could live in a clean and healthy
environment. | hope that our Government and its Guangdong counterpart will
soon engage in talks to deal with the problem. Economic development cannot
be sustained unless we seek to protect both our living and business environments.

Public support is crucial for any government policy to be successfully
implemented. A policy on renewable energy development is no exception. In
my view, environmental education in Hong Kong is not comprehensive enough.
Although the Government has launched many community awareness
programmes on air, noise, water and waste pollution, the public in general has
no concept of what renewable energy is. The Government should specifically
promote renewable energy in public education and publicity campaigns. Public
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awareness and acceptance are significant factors in encouraging and developing
the growth of renewable energy as a power source. Moreover, energy
conservation should be taught and installed as an integral part of our school
system at all levels, so that the younger generation can cultivate a greater interest
and concern for our local and global environments.

Hong Kong needs to ensure that it has a renewable energy policy so that
we can achieve our objectives in the areas of energy resources development,

environmental protection and economic progress.

Thank you, Madam President.
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Adjourned accordingly at thirteen minutes to Eight o"clock.
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Appendix |
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for the Environment, Transport and
Works to Dr Raymond HQO's supplementary question to Question 1

In the past six months, no road excavation works were carried out on the roads to
and within Stanley during weekends and public holidays. All road works
relating to maintenance of defective footpaths, carriageways, road markings and
utility facilities were carried out on weekdays.
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Appendix 11
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food to Dr LO
Wing-lok's supplementary question to Question 3

The Education Department (ED) will strengthen promotion and parent education
to develop healthy eating habits among children through the following means:

- The ED launched The Parent Education Initiative in August 2001 to
subsidize schools, Parent-Teacher Associations and non-profit-
making organizations to conduct school-based parent education
activities on promoting the physical, cognitive and psychological
development of children. To date, 18 of the subsidized
programmes are related to promoting healthy diet among children.

- To work with the Department of Health and Radio Television Hong
Kong in producing road show publicity programmes and radio
programmes on the issue of healthy diets.

- To produce pamphlets on promoting healthy diet and healthy living
habits in children and distribute them to parents through secondary
schools, primary schools and kindergartens. It is expected that this
pamphlet would be ready for distribution to parents in early 2003.
The above information will be uploaded onto the Education and
Manpower Bureau homepage for the reference of parents and the
public.

- The ED is now developing education material for the parents of
pre-school children, which also includes information on healthy diet
and healthy living habits. The aim is to help parents promote
healthy diet and healthy living habit in their children from an early
age. The materials will be uploaded onto the Education and
Manpower Bureau homepage for easy access by parents and the
public.
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Appendix 111
WRITTEN ANSWER

Written answer by the Secretary for the Environment, Transport and
Works to Dr Raymond HQO's supplementary question to Question 6

According to the Transport Department’s information, 93% of the buses
deployed in tunnel routes are air-conditioned buses. In this connection, please
be advised that as far as cross harbour tunnel routes are concerned, all the buses
deployed for these routes are air-conditioned buses.



