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# Member will ask the question in this language
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Hon WONG Sing-chi (Oral Reply)

The Government announced on 27 November that it had accepted the final
recommendations of the University Grants Committee regarding higher
education in Hong Kong, including the recommendation that funding for the
institutions' sub-degree programmes, subject to specified exceptions, should be
switched from public-funded to self-financing gradually. At the same time,
the Government made no mention of the future development of higher
diploma programmes, which are of the same concern as sub-degree
programmes. In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(a) of the reasons for accepting the proposal that sub-degree programmes
should operate on a self-financing basis, while substantially
subsidizing degree programmes; whether it has assessed if this is
unfair to students in the sub-degree sector; if so, of the outcome of
the assessment;

(b) given that the Administration has undertaken to raise the level of the
financial assistance for students enrolled in sub-degree programmes
to that similar for university students, of the average increased
amount of grants that each student in the sub-degree sector will
receive; and

(©) whether it plans to replace higher diploma programmes with sub-
degree programmes, and of the measures it will take to ensure that
the academic standards of sub-degree programmes can receive the
same recognition by the relevant professional bodies as for higher
diploma programmes; if no such measures will be taken, of the



reasons for that?



