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LC Paper No. CB(3) 96/02-03

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

MINUTES

No. 4

___________

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 23 October 2002 at 2:30 pm

___________

Members present:

President
The Hon Mrs Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai, GBS, JP

The Hon Kenneth TING Woo-shou, JP

The Hon James TIEN Pei-chun, GBS, JP

Dr the Hon David CHU Yu-lin, JP

The Hon Cyd HO Sau-lan

The Hon Albert HO Chun-yan

Ir Dr the Hon Raymond HO Chung-tai, JP

The Hon LEE Cheuk-yan

The Hon Eric LI Ka-cheung, JP

Dr the Hon David LI Kwok-po, GBS, JP

The Hon Fred LI Wah-ming, JP

Dr the Hon LUI Ming-wah, JP

The Hon NG Leung-sing, JP

The Hon Margaret NG

The Hon Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee, GBS, JP

The Hon James TO Kun-sun

The Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong
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The Hon HUI Cheung-ching, JP

The Hon CHAN Kwok-keung

The Hon CHAN Yuen-han, JP

The Hon Bernard CHAN, JP

The Hon CHAN Kam-lam, JP

The Hon Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun, SBS, JP

The Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung

The Hon SIN Chung-kai

The Hon Andrew WONG Wang-fat, JP

Dr the Hon Philip WONG Yu-hong

The Hon WONG Yung-kan

The Hon Jasper TSANG Yok-sing, GBS, JP

The Hon Howard YOUNG, JP

Dr the Hon YEUNG Sum

The Hon YEUNG Yiu-chung, BBS

The Hon LAU Kong-wah

The Hon LAU Wong-fat, GBS, JP

The Hon Miriam LAU Kin-yee, JP

The Hon Ambrose LAU Hon-chuen, GBS, JP

The Hon Emily LAU Wai-hing, JP

The Hon CHOY So-yuk

The Hon Andrew CHENG Kar-foo

The Hon SZETO Wah

The Hon Timothy FOK Tsun-ting, SBS, JP

Dr the Hon LAW Chi-kwong, JP

The Hon TAM Yiu-chung, GBS, JP

Dr the Hon TANG Siu-tong, JP
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The Hon LI Fung-ying, JP

The Hon Henry WU King-cheong, BBS, JP

The Hon Tommy CHEUNG Yu-yan, JP

The Hon Michael MAK Kwok-fung

The Hon Albert CHAN Wai-yip

The Hon LEUNG Fu-wah, MH, JP

Dr the Hon LO Wing-lok

The Hon WONG Sing-chi

The Hon Frederick FUNG Kin-kee

The Hon IP Kwok-him, JP

The Hon LAU Ping-cheung

The Hon Audrey EU Yuet-mee, SC, JP

The Hon MA Fung-kwok, JP

Members absent:

The Hon Martin LEE Chu-ming, SC, JP

The Hon LAU Chin-shek, JP

The Hon Abraham SHEK Lai-him, JP

Public officers attending:

The Hon Donald TSANG Yam-kuen, GBM, JP
The Chief Secretary for Administration

The Hon Antony LEUNG Kam-chung, GBS, JP
The Financial Secretary

The Hon Elsie LEUNG Oi-sie, GBM, JP
The Secretary for Justice

The Hon Michael SUEN Ming-yeung, GBS, JP
Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands

The Hon Mrs Regina IP LAU Suk-yee, GBS, JP
Secretary for Security
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Dr the Hon Sarah LIAO Sau-tung, JP
Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works

The Hon Frederick MA Si-hang
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury

The Hon Stephen LAM Sui-lung, JP
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs

Clerks in attendance:

Mr Ricky FUNG Choi-cheung, JP, Secretary General

Mr LAW Kam-sang, JP, Deputy Secretary General

Mr Ray CHAN Yum-mou, Assistant Secretary General (3)
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   Tabling of Papers

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary Legislation / Instruments     L.N. No.

1. Road Traffic (Construction and Maintenance
of Vehicles) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation
2002 (gazetted on 18.10.2002)

147/2002

2. Road Traffic (Safety Equipment) (Amendment)
Regulation 2002 (gazetted on 18.10.2002)

148/2002

3. Employees Retraining Ordinance (Amendment
of Schedule 2) Notice 2002 (gazetted on
18.10.2002)

149/2002

4. Airport Authority (Permitted Airport-
related Activities) Order (L.N. 127 of
2002) (Commencement) Notice 2002 (gazetted
on 18.10.2002)

150/2002

Other Papers

No.6 - The Land Registry Trading Fund Hong Kong
Annual Report 2001-02 (published on 16.10.2002)

No.7 - Report of changes to the approved Estimates of
Expenditure approved during the first quarter of
2002-03 (Public Finance Ordinance : Section 8)
(published on 17.10.2002)

No.8 - Report by the Trustee of the Prisoners' Education
Trust Fund for the period from 1 April 2001 to 31
March 2002 (published on 17.10.2002)

No.9 - Report on the Administration of the Immigration
Service Welfare Fund prepared by the Director of
Immigration Incorporated in accordance with
Regulation 12(b) of the Immigration Service (Welfare
Fund) Regulation (published on 17.10.2002)

No.10 - Office of the Telecommunications Authority
Trading Fund Report 2001-2002 (published on
21.10.2002)
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   Questions

1. Hon MA Fung-kwok asked Question 1.

The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
replied.

Five Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Financial Services and the Treasury replied.

2. Hon NG Leung-sing asked Question 2.

The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
replied.

Seven Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Financial Services and the Treasury replied.

3. Hon Albert CHAN asked Question 3.

The Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works
replied.

Four Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
the Environment, Transport and Works replied.

4. Hon CHEUNG Man-kwong asked Question 4.

The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied.

Six Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Constitutional Affairs replied.

5. Hon Albert HO asked Question 5.

The Secretary for Security replied.

Seven Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Security replied.

6. Hon SIN Chung-kai asked Question 6.

The Financial Secretary replied.

Seven Members asked supplementaries and the Financial
Secretary replied.
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Written replies to Questions 7 to 20 were tabled for Members’
information.

   Members' Motions

"Local Agenda 21" and sustainable development

Hon CHOY So-yuk moved the following motion and addressed the
Council:

That this Council urges the Government to actively respond to
the spirit of the Earth Summits convened by the United Nations
on sustainable development in 1992 and 2002 and to
expeditiously implement the relevant agreements on sustainable
development, including formulating and implementing strategies
for sustainable development, a "Local Agenda 21" and action
plans; to this end, the Government should set up the Council
for Sustainable Development as soon as possible, commence
dialogues with different sectors of society, including non-
governmental organizations, District Councils, local groups
and private organizations, so as to work out a package of
specific strategies, agendas, goals and timetables that suit
local circumstances, provide sufficient resources, devise a
mechanism for public participation, implement action plans,
and to report to the public regularly on the progress and
achievements of its work.

Question on the motion proposed.

Two Members and Hon CHAN Kwok-keung spoke on the motion.

While Hon CHAN Kwok-keung was speaking, the President left the
chair at 4:45 pm temporarily and the President's Deputy, Hon
Mrs Selina CHOW, took the chair.

Another 10 Members and the Chief Secretary for Administration
spoke on the motion.

At 5:45 pm, while the Chief Secretary for Administration was
speaking, the President resumed the chair.

Hon CHOY So-yuk replied.

Question on the motion put and agreed to.

Reducing transport fares

Hon Andrew CHENG moved the following motion and addressed the
Council:
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That, in view of the enormous transport expenses borne by the
public, this Council urges the Government to discuss with
various public transport operators with a view to reducing
expeditiously the fares of transport services and, at the same
time, establishing a fare adjustment mechanism, so as to
alleviate the burden on people's livelihood.

Question on Hon Andrew CHENG's motion proposed.

The President stated that Hon LAU Kong-wah would move an
amendment to the motion and that Hon WONG Sing-chi would also
move an amendment to Hon LAU Kong-wah's amendment. In
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion, the
amendment, and the amendment to the amendment would be debated
together in a joint debate.

Hon LAU Kong-wah moved the following amendment to Hon Andrew
CHENG's motion and addressed the Council:

To add “, to request these operators to offer further
concessions, including: (a) the Kowloon-Canton Railway
Corporation and the MTR Corporation Limited taking the lead in
reducing fares; (b) co-operation of the various transport
operators in offering joint concessions; (c) the
rationalization by bus companies of any unreasonable fare
structures of their circular routes, cross-harbour tunnel
routes, express routes and those routes served by air-
conditioned buses, and the introduction of more section fares
for long-distance routes; (d) promoting monthly ticket
schemes; and (e) reintroducing half-fare travel concessions
for students;” after “this Council urges the Government to
discuss with various public transport operators with a view to
reducing expeditiously the fares of transport services”; and
to delete “establishing” after  “at the same time,” and
substitute with “to establish”.

Question on Hon LAU Kong-wah's amendment to Hon Andrew CHENG's
motion proposed.

Hon WONG Sing-chi moved the following amendment to Hon LAU
Kong-wah's amendment and addressed the Council:

To add “introducing and” after “(d)”; to add “one-day and one-
week travel pass schemes and” after “promoting”; to delete
“and” after “monthly ticket schemes;”; and to add “and (f)
providing comprehensive fare concessions for the elderly;”
after “(e) reintroducing half-fare travel concessions for
students;”.

Question on Hon WONG Sing-chi's amendment to Hon LAU Kong-
wah's amendment proposed.

Three Members spoke on the motion and the amendments.
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Hon Eric LI declared his interest as an independent and non-
executive director of the Kowloon Motor Bus Holdings Limited
and spoke on the motion and the amendments.

Another 13 Members spoke on the motion and the amendments.

Hon Andrew CHENG spoke on the amendments.

The Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works spoke
on the motion and the amendments.

Question on Hon WONG Sing-chi's amendment to Hon LAU Kong-
wah's amendment put.

Hon Howard YOUNG claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 22 were present, 10 were in favour
of the amendment, six against it and six abstained; while
among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 22
were present, 20 were in favour of the amendment and one
against it. (Voting record in Appendix I.) Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she declared that Hon WONG Sing-chi's
amendment to Hon LAU Kong-wah's amendment was negatived.

Hon Mrs Selina CHOW rose to move the following motion without
notice:

That in the event of further divisions being claimed in
respect of the remaining motions to be moved to the motion on
Reducing transport fares at this meeting, Rule 47(1)(c) of the
Rules of Procedure be suspended so that the President may
order that the Council do proceed to each of such divisions
immediately after the division bell has been rung for one
minute.

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

Question on Hon LAU Kong-wah's amendment to Hon Andrew CHENG's
motion put.

Hon Howard YOUNG claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 22 were present, 10 were in favour
of the amendment, six against it and six abstained; while
among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 22
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were present, 20 were in favour of the amendment and one
against it. (Voting record in Appendix II.) Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she declared that Hon LAU Kong-wah's
amendment to Hon Andrew CHENG's motion was negatived.

Hon Andrew CHENG replied.

Question on Hon Andrew CHENG's motion put.

Hon Kenneth TING claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 22 were present, 10 were in favour
of the motion, six against it and six abstained; while among
the Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee, 22 were
present, 20 were in favour of the motion and one against it.
(Voting record in Appendix III.) Since the question was not
agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of Members
present, she declared that the motion was negatived.

   Next Meeting

The President declared that the next meeting of the Council
would be held on 30 October 2002 at 2:30 pm.

The Council was adjourned at 8:52 pm.

(Mrs Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai)
President

Council Chamber
Hong Kong
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