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of concerns and made recommendations on Hong Kong’s effort in promoting 
women’s rights.  The Concluding Comments made by the CEDAW Committee 
is copied at Attachment B.  
 
4.   Under the Article 18 of CEDAW, a state party is required to submit 
periodic reports on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures that 
have been adopted to give effect to the provisions of the Convention and on the 
progress made at least once every four years after the initial report.  The 
Administration has been notified by the Central People’s Government to submit 
the second report on the implementation of CEDAW by March 2003 for 
incorporation into China’s report.   
 
 
PREPARATION OF THE SECOND CEDAW REPORT 
 
5.   For the purpose of preparing the second CEDAW report, the 
Administration has drafted an outline of the Report, which sets out the broad 
subject headings and individual topics that will be covered in the Report.  
According to UN guidelines, the second and subsequent reports should update 
the previous report, detailing significant developments that have occurred, noting 
key trends, and identifying obstacles to the full achievement of the Convention.  
The draft report outline for the second report therefore covers, inter-alia, the 
following: - 
 

(a) updates of legal and other measures taken to implement the 
Convention;   

 
(b) progress made in promoting women’s well-being and ensuring the 

elimination of discrimination against women; and 
 
(c) significant changes in the status of women and equality of the sexes 

since the previous report.    
 
6.   We shall also try to address the various concerns and 
recommendations made by the CEDAW Committee in its concluding comments 
(para 3 above) by including additional topics in the draft outline, such as the 
establishment of the Women’s Commission as a central mechanism to promote 
the interests and well-being of women in Hong Kong.  In order that the second 
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CEDAW Report would be a comprehensive one which reflects the status of 
well-being of women in Hong Kong and highlights significant developments, we 
have also included a number of topics that were not covered in the initial 
CEDAW report have been included in the draft outline, e.g. access of IT training 
for women, education and health services for women with disabilities, single 
parents, women smoking, etc. 
 
7. Public consultation on the draft report outline commenced on 
23 September and ended on 26 October 2002.  The public were invited to 
submit their views on the implementation of the Convention in respect of those 
topics included in the draft outline, as well as to suggest (and comment on) any 
additional topics that they consider should be addressed.  As at 30 October 2002, 
we received seven submissions from individuals, women’s groups and service 
agencies (list of organizations at Attachment C).   
 
8.  In addition, a public consultation session was held on 
12 October 2002.  Apart from some specific comments on topics included the 
draft report outline, the following general comments were made at the 
consultation session: 
 

(a) the report should contain a review of developments since the last 
hearing of the CEDAW Committee on the initial report by 
HKSAR; 

 
(b) the report should explain progress made in enhancing / improving 

status of women in Hong Kong; 
 

(c) obstacles in making progress for women should be identified; and 
 

(d) the report should also look forward to the future. 
 
We shall address the above and other views and suggestions made at the 
consultation session and submitted to us during the consultation period when we 
prepare the second report under CEDAW.  The Women’s Commission will also 
be involved throughout the preparation process. 
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FOLLOW-UP ACTION 
 
9. We are grateful to the Panel for providing this opportunity during 
the preparation of the Report for us to listen to views of Members and 
non-governmental organizations.  We will carefully consider all the comments 
received and try to address and incorporate them in the report as appropriate.   
 
 
 

******************** 
 
 
 
Health, Welfare and Food Bureau 
October 2002 

















Attachment C 

 
 

Preparation for the Second Report Under CEDAW 
List of Organisations* Submitted Comments on the Draft Outline 

(as at 30 October 2002) 
 
 

1. Christian Action 
 基督教勵行會 
 
2. Equal Opportunities Commission 
 平等機會委員會 
 
3. Hong Kong Women Development Association Limited 
 香港婦女發展聯會 
 
4. “Family Ideal” – Community Education and Resource Centre, Harmony 

House 
 和諧之家社區教育及資源中心 
 
5. Kowloon Women’s Organisations Federation 
 九龍婦女聯會 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* We have also received submissions from two individuals. 
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