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Law Association, HKUSU’s views towards

the reduction of funding on PCLL programme

Facing a huge fiscal deficit, the Government is moving its proposal to bring about a
substantial cut in the block grant allocation to the University in the coming years.
Starting from the year 2004-2005, all Taught Postgraduate Degrees (TPD) have to be
self-funded and amongst them is the Postgraduate Certificate in Laws programme
(PCLL). -

This year (2003-2004) the Faculty of Law admitted 280 PCLL students and the
University Grants Committee (UGC) funded places totalled 170. Nevertheless, the
UGC is resolved to reduce the funded places-to 117 from 2004-2005 and thersafter
which indicates a more than 30% reduction rate. It should be noted that the PCLL
places have never been fully funded by the UGC before this rigorous act of cutting
funding. In respect of the decision made by UGC to reduce the number of funded -
places of PCLL, we, the Law Association, HKUSU, hold the view that this is utterly
unacceptable.

As regards the nature of the programme itself, PCLL is different from other taught
postgraduate courses in the sense that it is a continnation of the Bachelor in Laws
(LLB) programme, and that any law students who want to become qualified solicitors
and barristers have to take the PCLL course before entering traineeship or pupilage.
According to statistics, every year over 90% of LLB graduates would contimue to
study the PCLL course and as a consequence, the UGC’s decision to cut the funded
places would inevitably entail an impediment to ‘the training of future legal
professionals and the development of the legal profession as a whole.

In the past, since the UGC funded places are limited and some of the students (self
funded) have to pay a fee as high as $90,000 which greatly diverges from that paid by
the UGC funded students, the Faculty has adopted a mixed mode funding in the PCLL
in the last two years, which means the averaging out of the cost of the self-funded and
UGC funded places and thus allowing it to bring down the fee to 350,000 for
everyone. This method of funding has a rationale behind which states that not only
would every student’s financia] burden be leveled as equal and a large partion of them
pays a much lower fee then, but also this would not create extra burden to the
Government and the taxpayers. Such a method is considered as feasible in the
circumstances, but unfortunately the UGC has resolutely rejected any continuation of,
mixed mode funding, and it means that students studying in the same class would
have to pay different fees. Being set in the economic downturn, it will cast upon
PCLL students an immense financial burden and the principle of equal opportunities
to receive education will be violated.

In view of the present situation, we strongly urge the UGC to put aside the plan to cut
the funded places of PCLL and allow the Faculty of Law the necessary flexibility to
distribute the funding on its own. We here ask for a meeting with Professor Arthur
K.C. Li, the Secretary for Education and Manpower and Dr. Alice Lam, Chairman of
University Grants Committee, to discuss how to utilize the current teaching resources
in an efficient manner. '

Last but not least, the Law Association, HKUSU wants to express its reluctance to see
future students with good potential and aspirations who cannot take the PCLL course
because of financial problems as this would definitely cause immeasurable loss to the -
legal profession and our society. '
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