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20™ November 2003
Dear Sit/Madarn,

We, the Hong Kong No Kill City Forum, request to have a mecting with you to show our
No Kill Presentation. "No Kill" is a shorthand for a proactive approach to dealing with
surplus animal populations. The traditional method of rounding up and killing strays
docs not work as the animals multiply to refill the ecological niches and animals remain
al large causing innumerable public health and other problems. We wish to explain how
there is a better policy that can be adopted by Hong Kong.

Yours faithfully,
John Weddcrbum (Dr)
Chair, HKNKCF.
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"Dr John Wedderburn" To: <awong@ilegco.gov.hk>
<jchn@aapn.org> cc: "Roger Medcalf'

2003/11/20 11:51 AM

Subject; Re: No kill presentation

Dear Ms Wong,

As per your request, here is our formal letter in English and, below that,
is a longer explanation. A Chinese version will follow later.

I have not finalised our delegate list but it will censist of at least scme
of the following: myself, Dr Pauline Taylor, Ms Lisa Tsui, Ms Nikki Green,
Ms El1 Chan, Ms Noel Fan, Roger Medcalf, Ms Margaret Ho and Ms Flora Ho. I
shall try to finalise it by tomorrow.

Thank you.

John.

Dear Sir/Madam,

We, the Hong Kong No Kill City Forum, request to have a meeting with you to
show our No Kill Presentation. "No Kill"™ is a shorthand for a proactive
approach to dealing with surplus animal populations. The traditional method
of rounding up and killing strays does not work as the animals multiply to
refill the ecological niches and animals remain at large causing
innumerable

public health and cther problems. We wish to explain how there is a better
peclicy that can be adopted by Hong Kong.

Your faithfully,

John Wedderburn (Dr)

Chair, HEKNKCF.

This is part of an article that I wiote for the South China Merning Post in
January 2002:

"Pet" overpopulation is a tragic problem which leads to the destruction of
many thousands of innocent cats and dogs each year. Between one and two
thousand dogs are destroyed in Hong Kong each month by the Society for
Prevention of Cruelty toc Animals (SPCA) and the Agriculture and Fisheries
Department (AFCD). Although the methods of euthanasia used in Hong Kong are
better than in socme countries, the whole process is barbaric besides being
ineffective. Despite the continual killing, the streets and parks of Hong
Kong still have strays who pose major hazards to themselves and the public
frem bitings, diseases and collisions with wehicles. The animals themselves
endure miserable lives of hunger, disease and suffering. This situation is
not acceptable either to animal lovers or animal haters. The only pecple
who are content with the current situation are those who are making money
from importing, breeding and selling the excessive numbers of animals.

Hong Kong's current method of dog and cat population control is simply to
kill the surplus. This c¢ruel and inhumane policy has been used for decades
and is pleinly ineffective. If the present policy worked there would be no
surplus and therefore no problem. An animal control policy that does work
but has not yet been tried in Heng Kong is the control of the supply by
restricting importing, breeding and selling; introducing differential
licence fees with cheaper licences for neutered animals; and undertaking
desexing campaigns both for owned animals and strays.

The short name that is used for this new concept is "No Kill". The term
"NO
Kill"™ is in some ways misleading - euthanasia will still be provided for

animals for whom there is ne other solution to their distress. "No Kill" in
this context simply means using preventive methods to stop the surplus from
occurring, instead of waiting for the surplus to be produced and then
killing it. The work on this was pioneered in San Francisco twenty years
ago and the policy of contrelling the birth of unwanted animals rather than



simply continuing to kill those that have already been born, has now been
successfully introduced into many other cities both in the United States
and

in other countries around the world. It will be particularly exciting to
demonstrate that this humane concept is effective in Heng Kong because
cther

Asian cities can then be inspired to follow Hong Kong's lead.

The advantages of a "no kill" policy are clear: the endless round of
killings will be stopped; tax payers' money will not being spent on
rounding

up and killing thousands of animals every month; there will be no homeless
suffering animals in the streets causing annoyance to humans.

[snip]

The AFCD must reduce the importing, breeding and selling of dogs and cats;
change the licence fee structure; and back a massive Responsible Pet
Ownership (RPQ) campaign which includes large-scale low cost desexing (Spay
and Neuter). ["Spay" is the term for desexing a female animal; "neuter" is
the term for desexing a male animal].
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Hong Kong - City of Life?

Gur Mission:

“Ta promole kindness to animals. to protect
their health and welfare, 1o prevent cruelty
and. through education, lo mspire in the
communty a deep respeet for life so that all
living creatures may hve together n
harmony ™

Is Hong Kong a City of Life?

THE PROBLEM

- 40,000 4 Is ure abandoned in Hong Kong each
year

o Omly 7.5% fimd new homes

> The rest are killed

Why are so many animals Killed in Hong Kong?

1. OVERSUPPLY
»  Cumrent legislahion inadequate
= Curent legislation under policed
Pet Shops
= lmport controls
+ Too mamy unwanicd pups bom

2. LACK OF HOMES
= Housing ostalcs restrictions
= More than 509 of HK residenis Wive in housing ostates

Abandoned




The Solution — A “No Kill” Pelicy

» | Decrease Supply
« 1 Increase Homes

+  Stop the Killing

Solving The Problem

Decrease Supply
Imporiation
Pet Shops
Broeodars

increase Idemand
Altow all types of dogs in Housing, Fatates
provided they are cared for responsibly

“The greatness of a nation and its
moral progress can be judged by
the way its animals are treated.”

Mahatma Gandhi (1869 — 1948}

Hong Kong Residents Support
Responsible Pet Ownership

Routce SPCA Sarvgy 2007

Public Housing Residents Survey

68% agree to pet keeping in
Public Housing

+ 8% want to keap a pet

Hong Kong Residents Support
Responsible Pet Ownership

Scaurce: SPCA Survey 20023
In the USA and Europe
“  99% of households with children keep
a pet

Sadly in Hong Kong
* Only 25% of all households keep a pet




Pets Help Families & Individuals
< Combat lonelingas
¢ Suchool children
- stusly beiter
- have Fewer sack davs
- SITURgeT UMMUAE 3YSIems

= Yontmg adults - Ude-stress” afier work

= Mature sdubts aned the elderiy hove s compamon to care for
and share thetr lives

Positive Impact on Family

Source: HK Polytechnic
Uppvezsity Survey 2003

Don't know

Muore Education to Promote
Responsible Pet (}wners}zig
Sodlive HK Polytechnic
Usniversiry Sarvey 2003

82% agree thal more education is necessary to
promote respansible pet ownership.

Q. Does HK need siricter controls on
retail sales and availabitity of pets?

Soures. STCA Suevey 2002

Team Work Is Important

Transforming Hong Kong into a No-KiH City
requires co-operation

« AFCD

- Private Vets

- Amimal Shelters

- The Public

- Legislature

We must have New Laws and Regulations

Current faws and regulations are:
* Under-enforced

= In need of review




2.4

Hong kKong — City Of Life

PROPOSALS FOR PREVENTING THE KILLINGS
1. Licensing

Al andmals 10 be Tegameret ol
mucrochipped befose fing sale/adoption
Hegistnwion foos 1o be fieo R desexed
sramala bat retsined fof tdact ammals
(it ol dogs, clts, TabbAts and
clunchiltas) . regandless of sex

Rase tmpuortaton fees

3. Breeding

= Heeding regubarions to te
mgroned o effectively
enloread

4_Pa Shops

= Regitbshons (o be prpooves ond
effecyvely anforced for anemal
traden, angnal basyiessen vl
il beepers

Hong Kong — City Of Life

PROPOSALS FOR PREVENTING THE KILLINGS

3. Housing

Herudbie flexabde cegnisions
10 be bmroduced fos Yesping
cotmgrann apmals m public
aid privaie howsaog cstales

~cruelty Taws Lo be aopoosced
aad effectively enforced with
Al WiEdiz: syiten o be ol up
Lether Giovesrenat of NGD)




