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l Total public expenditure on health in Hong Kong from 1997-98 to 

2001-02 is as follows -  
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l Total public expenditure on health, as a percentage of GDP, in 

overseas countries is provided in the following Appendix for 
reference - 

 
Appendix A : Total Expenditure on Health – % of GDP, 

1991-2001 
 
 
Recurrent Expenditure 
 
l The recurrent public expenditure on healthcare services for 2003-04 

is $31.9 billion.  This represents 14.3% of the total recurrent public 
expenditure and a real growth of 0.2% (or a nominal decrease of 
1.8%) over the 2002-03 revised Estimate of $32.5 billion. 

 
l Of the $31.9 billion, $29.2 billion is allocated to the Hospital 

Authority (HA) and $2.6 billion for the Department of Health (DH). 
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l Recurrent public expenditure on health over the years is shown in the 

following Appendix - 
 

Appendix B : Recurrent public expenditure on health from 
1997-98 to 2003-04  

 
 
Department of Health 
 
l DH is the Government’s health adviser and agency to execute health 

care policies and statutory functions.  It safeguards the health of the 
community through promotive, preventive, curative and rehabilitative 
services. 

 
l Most of the $2.6 billion allocated to DH in 2003-04 is for the 

following programmes – 
 

Allocation Programme Aim 
   

$211.4M 
(8.2%) 

Statutory 
Functions 

To enforce legislation to ensure a high 
standard of public health protection 

$1,283.8M 
(49.9%) 

Disease 
Prevention 

To prevent and control diseases and 
reduce avoidable diseases and premature 
deaths 

$254.0M 
(9.9%) 

Health 
Promotion 

To promote health and increase health 
awareness in the community and among 
specific target groups 

$734.8M 
(28.5%) 

Curative 
Care  

To provide general and specialized 
out-patient treatment for various 
illnesses 

$79.3M 
(3.1%) 

Rehabilitation To provide comprehensive assessment 
for children with developmental 
disabilities 

 
Hospital Authority 
 
l In 2003-04, $29.2 billion has been allocated to HA which is 

responsible for delivering a comprehensive range of hospital, 
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specialist outpatient and community-based services through its 
network of healthcare facilities.  As at 31 December 2002, HA with 
about 53 000 staff (full-time equivalent), manages 43 public hospitals 
and institutions as well as 46 specialist outpatient clinics.  

 
 
Additional Funds for the fight against Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) 
 
l On top of the allocations to DH and HA in 2003/04, the Government 

has provided additional funding for the fight against SARS, details as 
follows –  

 
- $200 million for treatment of SARS patients, and strengthening 

infection control and public health education; 
 

- $200 million for training and welfare of healthcare workers; 
 

- $1.3 billion for further disease control measures and medical 
research; and  
 

- $500 million for on-going research in universities. 
 
l Apart from the above additional funding, a number of government 

bureaux/departments have absorbed the additional expenditure 
arising from SARS within their allocations for 2003/04.  The total 
amount of expenditure involved is about $140M which is mainly 
spent on stepping up infection control measures such as procurement 
of masks and protective gear for staff and enhanced cleansing and 
disinfection for offices, etc. 
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