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Statement by Dr Mehssa Ho

Performance & Accountab111ty of the Infectlon Conu-ol Commntee / Infcctmn
Control Team in Kwong Wah Hosp1tal n thc Handlmg of the SARS Qutbreak

i .' Survelllnnce of severe commumty acqulred preurhonia - (SCAP) and severe.{f -
C 7 acute respu-atory syndrome (SARS) cases. The followmg were done'

- I)-. ) ‘Start:lng February 12% 2003 SCAP cases requmng asmsted vennlauon or -
: * Intensive Care Unit (ICU) / High Deperidency Unit (HDU).care and SARS |
' reported by fax and later th:oug,h computcr to Hospltal Authonty SARS L
S centre. . :
- Y Denotification of cases found to have a.lternatwe dlagnoszs . .::
"+ 3) . Daily update (by phone to SARS centre and through Clinical Managcmcnt S
System (CMS)) regarding the number of niew casés, whether patlents were .
Health -care workers or not, change of. patxents status: (1e in ICU / on’ -
ventilator /. discharged / death etc)." )
-'4) . All reported cases monitored. to énsure panmts were: 1solated accordmg to‘ )
- prevaxhng Hosp1tal Authomy Head Office gmdelmes L ‘

- i ."_-?f._.""_'Informatmn Dlssemmatlon _

. All fact sheets FAQ on management of SCAP S“ldehnes on: management of SARS g
.. subsequent updates and revisions disseminated through e-mails to all K.wong Wah : ;} '
L 1'1‘7”317’ltall (KWH} staff and posted on KWH website. : S

| m 1 Trammg & Educatxon

l) _' f A total of 21 talks on atypmal pneumoma SCAP SARS and mfect:on.-g-
“.. . control: precautions given to all hospltal sr.aﬂ' startmg ﬁ-om 10 March 2003 -

S LY - onwards. "

L2y T 14 bneﬁngs were given to mdmdual departments 3" ‘sessions gww to:f. -
o contractor staff and 1 glven to'old aged home operators. - '

3 16 demonstranon sessions ‘on the use of: personal proteonve eqmpment
L (PPE) were given in various wards. : :
) : Compact disos - on use of PPE and mfectmn control measures made and ';- '
: o dxstributed to all wards. ‘ : L f
IV Lisison

| Llaxsed thh mfectxon control lmk nurses; Cthlans health care workers fromj'ff' a
= Wards, allied health staff, administrators and engmcenng staff to solve problms and.'-'
L g;ve advxce on mfectxon control measures. :
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. 1'T§:.iV: -Specimens

- Staﬂ" were rermndcd about appropnate specmcns (nasopharyngeal aspu'ate (NPA) -

- ¢lotted blood etc) to be taken and sent promptly to Department of Health, Public -
. " Healtti Laboratory’ Centre (DH, PHLC) and Queen Mary Hosprtal (QMH)
L .chrobmlogy Laboratories. _ ‘ , :

Spec:al messengenal service was an'anged to send s‘pecxmcns to PHLC DH whenA_
. that Iaboratory was opened on Sundays and Pubhc Hohdays : '

. 'Posmve coronavirus polymerase chain reastion (PCR) results recewed by KWH‘_
C Microbiology laboratory from DH / QMH M1crobmlogy Laboratones - were
o promptly faxed back to wa.rds concerned
. Vl E".V"-Hospltal Chief Executlve Dally Lunch Bnef'mgs o D
" This commenoed .ﬁ'om 18™ March 2003 and Was attended hy senior chmcal nursmg,= o
" administrative, allied health staff; infection’ control-team members, represemtanvesj :
from KWH Doctors and Nurses' Assocxauon and mterested ﬁ'ont line' staff
_Staﬁ’ were bmught up-to-datc wnth rega.rds to pat:mt mformatmn chiste: operanon
PPE supplies, infection control ete. Sr.aff concenm / problems /i issucs on vanous;
aspects were. aued and dealt with. : : :
‘ VII _ . Infectmn Control Enforceent Network

Thxs was formcd in: KWH to help rmnforce exxstmg mfecuon control measures and‘ |
. to have mfectlon control bnefings and updatcs in the rcspechve -work placm. -
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