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The Hon Frederick FUNG Kin-kee
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The Hon Michael SUEN Ming-yeung, GBS, JP
The Chief Secretary for Administration, and
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   Tabling of Papers

The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Rule
21(2) of the Rules of Procedure:

Subsidiary Legislation / Instruments     L.N. No.

1. Legal Aid (Assessment of Resources and
Contributions) (Amendment) Regulation 2004
(gazetted on 14.5.2004)

83/2004

2. Electoral Affairs Commission (Electoral
Procedure) (Legislative Council) (Amendment)
Regulation 2004 (gazetted on 14.5.2004)

84/2004

3. Food and Drugs (Composition and Labelling)
(Amendment) Regulation 2004 (gazetted on
14.5.2004)

85/2004

4. Medical Laboratory Technologists (Registration
and Disciplinary Procedure) (Amendment)
Regulation 2004 (gazetted on 14.5.2004)

86/2004

5. Occupational Therapists (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure) (Amendment) Regulation
2004 (gazetted on 14.5.2004)

87/2004

6. Optometrists (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) (Amendment) Regulation 2004 (gazetted
on 14.5.2004)

88/2004

7. Physiotherapists (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) (Amendment) Regulation 2004 (gazetted
on 14.5.2004)

89/2004

8. Radiographers (Registration and Disciplinary
Procedure) (Amendment) Regulation 2004 (gazetted
on 14.5.2004)

90/2004

9. Airport Authority Ordinance (Map of Restricted
Area) Order (gazetted on 14.5.2004)

91/2004

10. Hong Kong Airport (Control of Obstructions)
(Exemption) (Amendment) Order 2004 (gazetted
on 14.5.2004)

92/2004

11. Prisons (Amendment) Order 2004 (gazetted on
14.5.2004)

93/2004

12. Rules of the District Court (Amendment) Rules
2004 (gazetted on 14.5.2004)

94/2004

13. Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks
Corporation Ordinance (Amendment of Schedule 1)
Notice 2004 (gazetted on 14.5.2004)

95/2004
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14. Import and Export Ordinance (Specification of
Ending Date under Section 42) Notice 2004
(gazetted on 14.5.2004)

96/2004

15. Import and Export (Registration) Regulations
(Specification of Ending Date under
Regulation 15) Notice 2004 (gazetted on
14.5.2004)

97/2004

16. Telecommunications (Amendment) Ordinance 2003
(30 of 2003) (Commencement) Notice 2004
(gazetted on 14.5.2004)

98/2004

17. Legal Aid Ordinance ——— Resolution of the
Legislative Council (L.N. 45 of 2004)
(Commencement) Notice 2004 (gazetted on
14.5.2004)

99/2004

Other Papers

No.85 - Report by the Trustee of the Correctional Services
Children's Education Trust for the period from
1st September 2002 to 31st August 2003 (published
on 12.5.2004)

No.86 - The Government Minute in response to the Report
No.41 of the Public Accounts Committee dated
February 2004 (published on 19.5.2004)

No.87 - Annual Report 2002-2003, containing Statement of
Accounts and Auditors' Report, of the Hospital
Authority (published on 19.5.2004)

No.88 - Report and Statement of Accounts of the Samaritan
Fund, together with the Director of Audit's Report,
for the year ended 31 March 2003 (published on
19.5.2004)

Second Report of the Legislative Council Select Committee on
Building Problems of Public Housing Units (published on
19.5.2004)

   Addresses

The Chief Secretary for Administration addressed the Council
on the Government Minute in response to the Report No. 41 of
the Public Accounts Committee dated February 2004.

Hon Miriam LAU, Chairman of the Legislative Council Select
Committee on Building Problems of Public Housing Units,
addressed the Council on the Committee's Second Report.



- 298 -

   Questions

1. Hon James TIEN asked Question 1.

The Financial Secretary replied.

Seven Members asked supplementaries and the Financial
Secretary replied.

2. Hon Frederick FUNG asked Question 2.

The Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands replied.

Five Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Housing, Planning and Lands replied.

3. Hon LAU Wong-fat asked Question 3.

The Secretary for Education and Manpower replied.

Five Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Education and Manpower replied.

4. Hon WONG Sing-chi asked Question 4.

The Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands replied.

Four Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Housing, Planning and Lands replied.

5. Hon Emily LAU asked Question 5.

The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied.

One Member asked a supplementary and the Secretary for
Constitutional Affairs replied.

Hon NG Leung-sing asked a supplementary.

With the President's permission, Hon Emily LAU clarified
a point concerning her bank deposits as mentioned by Hon
NG Leung-sing in his supplementary.

Hon James TO raised a point of order on whether, in the
light of Hon Emily LAU's clarification, Hon NG Leung-sing
should be asked to revise his supplementary.

The President ruled that the point was brought up as an
illustration only and did not affect the substance of the
supplementary.
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With the President's permission, Hon NG Leung-sing
clarified that he had learnt of Hon Emily LAU's bank
deposits from a media report and he had mentioned it for
illustration purpose only.

Hon Emily LAU raised a point of order on whether Hon NG
Leung-sing should have mentioned the matter again, in the
light of her earlier clarification.  Hon James TO asked
if Hon NG Leung-sing should provide substantiation with
regard to the press report, as Members were required to
do so when submitting questions for the President's
approval.

The President stated that she had all along permitted
Members to quote media reports in asking supplementaries
without requiring them to provide substantiation, since
time did not allow it.  As Hon Emily LAU had already
clarified, she regarded that the issue was settled.

Hon Emily LAU asked the President to consider if Hon NG
Leung-sing should be directed to withdraw the relevant
part of his speech.  The President ruled that she would
leave it to Hon NG Leung-sing.

Hon NG Leung-sing said that he would abide by the
President's ruling.

The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied to the
supplementary.

Another four Members asked supplementaries and the
Secretary for Constitutional Affairs replied.

6. Hon Michael MAK asked Question 6.

The Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
replied.

Six Members asked supplementaries and the Secretary for
Financial Services and the Treasury replied.

Written replies to Questions 7 to 19 were tabled for Members’
information.

   Motions

Proposed resolution under the Loans Ordinance

The Financial Secretary moved the following motion and
addressed the Council:
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Resolved, in the exercise of the powers conferred by section
3(1) of the Loans Ordinance, that the Government be authorized
to borrow, for the purposes of the Capital Works Reserve Fund
established by resolutions passed under section 29 of the
Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2), a sum or sums not exceeding
in total $20 billion or equivalent.

Question on the motion proposed.

Hon SIN Chung-kai spoke on the motion as Chairman of the
Subcommittee on proposed resolution under section 3(1) of the
Loans Ordinance, and then in his personal capacity as a Member.

Three Members spoke on the motion.

The Financial Secretary replied.

Question on the motion put and agreed to.

   Members' Motions

Anti-gambling

Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong moved the following motion and addressed
the Council:

That, as the forthcoming UEFA European Championship finals are
likely to attract more people, particularly young people, to
participate in football betting, this Council urges that the
Administration should, in addition to strengthening its
efforts in combating illegal gambling, immediately collaborate
with relevant bodies and organizations to step up publicity
and education, and formulate other long-term measures to
foster an anti-gambling culture and prevent people from
indulging in gambling; at the same time, the Administration
should also allocate more resources to enhance the counselling
and treatment services for problem and pathological gamblers
and their families.

While Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong was addressing the Council, the
President left the chair at 5:36 pm temporarily and the
President's Deputy, Hon Miriam LAU, took the chair.

Question on Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong's motion proposed.

The President's Deputy stated that Hon Andrew CHENG and Hon
Tommy CHEUNG would move amendments to the motion. In
accordance with the Rules of Procedure, the motion and the two
amendments would be debated together in a joint debate.

Hon Andrew CHENG and Hon Tommy CHEUNG spoke respectively on
the motion and their amendments.
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Six Members spoke on the motion and the amendments.

Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong spoke on the amendments.

At 6:44 pm, while Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong was speaking, the
President resumed the chair.

The Secretary for Home Affairs spoke on the motion and the
amendments.

Hon Andrew CHENG moved the following amendment to Dr Hon TANG
Siu-tong's motion:

To add “, including specifying in the Betting Duty Ordinance
the types of football matches on which bets may be accepted by
the licensed operator and requiring, through administrative
measures, that in future any new football betting options may
only be introduced after the consent of the Panel on Home
Affairs of this Council and the Football Betting and Lotteries
Commission has been obtained, so as” after “long-term
measures”.

Question on Hon Andrew CHENG's amendment to Dr Hon TANG Siu-
tong's motion proposed and put.

Hon Andrew CHENG claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 24 were present, six were in favour
of the amendment, 10 against it and eight abstained; while
among the Members returned by geographical constituencies
through direct elections and by the Election Committee, 28
were present, 15 were in favour of the amendment and 12
against it. (Voting record in Appendix I.) Since the question
was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, she declared that the amendment was
negatived.

Hon Miriam LAU rose to move the following motion without
notice:

That in the event of further divisions in relation to the
motion or amendments thereto on Anti-gambling, the Council do
proceed to each of such divisions after the division bell has
been rung for one minute.

Question on the motion proposed, put and agreed to.

Hon Tommy CHEUNG moved the following amendment to Dr Hon TANG
Siu-tong's motion:
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To delete “an anti-gambling” after “long-term measures to
foster” and substitute with “a”; to add “that is conducive to
regulating gambling” after “culture”; to add “review the
operation of the Ping Wo Fund, optimize the use of existing
resources and” after “the Administration should also”; and to
add “as necessary” after “allocate more resources”.

Question on Hon Tommy CHEUNG's amendment to Dr Hon TANG Siu-
tong's motion proposed and put.

Hon Tommy CHEUNG claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, nine were in
favour of the amendment, 15 against it and one abstained;
while among the Members returned by geographical
constituencies through direct elections and by the Election
Committee, 28 were present, one was in favour of the amendment
and 26 against it. (Voting record in Appendix II.) Since the
question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two
groups of Members present, she declared that the amendment was
negatived.

Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong replied.

Question on Dr Hon TANG Siu-tong's motion put.

Hon Mrs Selina CHOW claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 49(5) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, 17 were in favour
of the motion and eight abstained; while among the Members
returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present and
28 were in favour of the motion. (Voting record in Appendix
III.) Since the question was agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she declared that the
motion was carried.

Regretting the decision of the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress to rule out universal suffrage in
the years 2007 and 2008

Hon Albert HO moved the following motion and addressed the
Council:

That, in view of the objection of the people of Hong Kong at
large to the decision of the Standing Committee of the



- 303 -

National People's Congress ("NPCSC") to rule out flatly the
selection of the Chief Executive by universal suffrage in the
year 2007 and the election of all the Members of the
Legislative Council ("LegCo") by universal suffrage in the
year 2008 in Hong Kong, and to maintain the existing ratio
between LegCo Members returned by functional constituencies
and Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections, as well as the procedures of separate voting
on bills and motions introduced by individual Members, this
Council considers that the decision of NPCSC completely
ignores Hong Kong people's general aspirations for democracy;
this Council expresses regret about and dissatisfaction with
such decision, and calls upon the people of Hong Kong to
continue striving for democracy with all might and never give
up.

Question on Hon Albert HO's motion proposed.

The President stated that Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung would move an
amendment to the motion.  In accordance with the Rules of
Procedure, the motion and the amendment would be debated
together in a joint debate.

Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung moved the following amendment to Hon
Albert HO's motion and addressed the Council:

To delete “; this Council” after “general aspirations for
democracy” and substitute with “and”; and to add “; this
Council urges the Chief Executive to request the State Council
to propose to NPCSC the withdrawal of the above decision”
after “dissatisfaction with such decision”.

Question on Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung's amendment to Hon Albert HO's
motion proposed.

The Secretary for Justice and 35 Members spoke on the motion
and the amendment.

Hon Albert HO spoke on the amendment.

The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs spoke on the motion
and the amendment.

While he was speaking, Hon Andrew WONG sought elucidation of a
point raised in the Secretary for Constitutional Affairs's
speech.  The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs elucidated
and continued with his speech.

Question on Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung's amendment to Hon Albert HO's
motion put.

Hon LEUNG Yiu-chung claimed a division.  The President then
ordered the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.
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The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, four were in
favour of the amendment and 21 against it; while among the
Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 17
were in favour of the amendment and 11 against it. (Voting
record in Appendix IV.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
declared that the amendment was negatived.

Hon Albert HO replied.

Question on Hon Albert HO's motion put.

Hon Albert HO claimed a division.  The President then ordered
the Council to divide under Rule 47(1) of the Rules of
Procedure.

The President announced that among the Members returned by
functional constituencies, 25 were present, four were in
favour of the motion and 21 against it; while among the
Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections and by the Election Committee, 29 were present, 17
were in favour of the motion and 11 against it. (Voting record
in Appendix V.) Since the question was not agreed by a
majority of each of the two groups of Members present, she
declared that the motion was negatived.

   Next Meeting

The President declared that the next meeting of the Council
would be held on 2 June 2004 at 2:30 pm.

The Council was adjourned at 12:05 am on 20 May 2004.

(Mrs Rita FAN HSU Lai-tai)
President

Council Chamber
Hong Kong
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