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14 October 2003
Mr Henry TANG Ying-yen, GBS, JP
Financial Secretary
Financial Secretary's Private Office
12/F, West Wing
Central Government Offices
Lower Albert Road
Hong Kong

Dear Mr TANG,

Panel on Financial Affairs
Follow-up to special meeting on 11 October 2003

Hong Kong Harbour Fest

As directed by Hon Ambrose LAU, Chairman of the Panel, I write to seek the
Administration's clarification on the Rolling Stones' participation in the Hong Kong
Harbour Fest.

At the special meeting on 11 October 2003, the Administration advised the
Panel that the Rolling Stones had declined to sign the contract and that the American
Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong (AmCham) had then decided on 10 October
2003 to take the contract off the table.  However, the Reuters reported on 13 October
that the Rolling Stones Tour Director had said in a statement that "We have received
the deposit money from Hong Kong and the band's lawyers have a signed contract
having concluded negotiations last week" (copy attached).

The Administration is requested to clarify on the following issues:

(a) whether there is any signed contract between the AmCham/the
Government and the Rolling Stones in respect of the latter's participation
in the Hong Kong Harbour Fest; if there is, when the contract was
signed; and

(b) the cause of the discrepancy between the Administration's advice given
to the Panel on 11 October and the Rolling Stones Tour Director's
statement reported by Reuters on 13 October.
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I should be grateful if you would provide me with the Administration's written
response (in both Chinese and English) by 17 October 2003.  Please forward the soft
copy of the response to Ms May LEUNG at mleung@legco.gov.hk.

Please note that unless the Administration raises objection, the paper provided
will be made available to the media and members of the public, and placed in the
Library of the Legislative Council.  The paper will also be made available on the
Web Site of the Council on the Internet.

Yours sincerely,

(Miss Salumi CHAN)
Clerk to Panel

Encl.
c.c. Hon Ambrose LAU Hon-chuen, GBS, JP

Chairman of the LegCo Panel on Financial Affairs

Mr John TSANG Chun-wah, JP
Secretary for Commerce, Industry and Technology
(Fax: 2537 6720)

Mr Stephen IP Shu-kwan, GBS, JP
Secretary for Economic Development and Labour
(Fax: 2537 3539)

Mr Frederick MA Si-hang, JP
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury
(Fax: 2147 3873)

Dr Patrick HO Chi-ping, JP
Secretary for Home Affairs
(Fax: 2840 1902)

Miss Denise YUE, JP
Permanent Secretary for Commerce, Industry and Technology
   (Commerce and Industry)
(Fax: 2840 1621)

Ms Eva CHENG, JP
Commissioner for Tourism
(Fax: 2801 5792)
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Miss Yvonne CHOI, JP
Director of Information Services
(Fax: 2537 9560)

Mr Mike J T ROWSE, JP
Director-General of Investment Promotion
(Fax: 3107 9006)

Ms Anissa WONG, JP
Director of Leisure & Cultural Services
(Fax: 2606 1824)

Miss Janet WONG, JP
Deputy Director of Home Affairs (1)
(Fax: 2574 8638)

Mr K K LAM
PEO(G)/FSTB
(Fax: 2530 5921)




