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Member will ask the question in this language
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Subventions for evening schools
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Re-use of medical apparatus
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Psychiatric patients subject to unreasonable treatment
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Gas supply market
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Assessment of land premium
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Proposals to build the MTR island west and south lines
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Investigation of the competition situation of the oil market
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Written reply)

In late December 2004, the government announced it would phase in
full-cost recovery for application fees for construction noise permits
over the next six years. It is expected the existing fees for a noise
permit, which range between $635 and $690, will be raised to
between $1,940 and $2,521 by 2010-11. In the light of this
development, will the Government inform this Council:

@) how the increase will be phased over the next six years;

(b) of the justification(s) for setting the full-cost recovery
period at six years;

(c) whether it has consulted the construction industry about the
pace of the implementation of the phased charge increases;
and if it has done so, what is the result;

(d) of its measures in reducing the costs of the issuance of
construction noise permits?
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Handling staff complaints by government departments
including those financed by trading funds
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Written reply)

According to Census and Statistics, by 2033, citizens who are 65 or
over will account for 27% of our total population. At the same time,
we have witnessed birth rate to fall below 1. Primary school
teachers have started to feel the pinch. Due to recent economic
recession, fertile citizens have chosen not to raise kids. But these
citizens will be retiring in 20 years. By then, another picture will
emerge whereby the shrinking younger generation will have to
shoulder a heavier tax burden to finance the medical and social
facilities. This will take away any incentive to raise kids and the
vicious cycle repeats. | understand that the Administration has set
up a Task Force on Population Policy. However, apart from a report
arising therefrom, there has been no concrete measure implemented
by the Administration to reverse such an unfavourable trend. In the
light of these developments, will the Government inform this
Council:

@) what kind of short term and long term plans it has in mind
to mitigate such an imminent threat to our sustained

development; and

(b) are there any interim measures to boost our birth rate?



Marketing practices of some hotels
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Social services provided by SWD and NGOs
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Measures to support the development of
Hong Kong's software industry
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Parking spaces for coaches near tourist destinations
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Pollutants coming from Shekou
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Performance management of the civil service
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Trees in country parks
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Qualifications of kindergarten teachers
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Default payment of taxes
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Student finance schemes
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