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The Hong Kong Veterinary Association Ltd
6 Jan 2006

The Honourable Mr. Li Wah Ming
Chairman, Legco Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Proposed reorganisation of the Food Safety Regulatory Framework

Hong Kong Veterinary Association, as the largest veterinary professional group in
Hong Kong, is very concerned about the proposed organisation structure as outlined in
the Legco paper No. CB (2) 464/05-06 (01). We support the proposal to create a new
organisation. However, we would like to urge the government to establish a more solid
and professional veterinary framework leaded by a “Chief Veterinary Officer” in the new
organisation which would be in consistent to other government organisations. Veterinary
involvement in policy making level is extremely important in food safety and veterinary
public health. We have provided 3 exhibits showing the relevant systems from overseas
for your reference and consideration.

Veterinary science is unique and different from medical science especially when
dealing with veterinary public health. Veterinary public health requires veterinary
surgeons of specific experience and expertise. The DIVA vaccination strategy
(Veterinary professional strategy) to control Avian Influenza started from 2002 is a good
and successful example to show the importance of professional input from veterinarians
and field force.

Comparing to overseas veterinary infrastructure, the veterinary role and the
number of veterinary officers is obviously insufficient in the existing government
organisation in Hong Kong. For the increase of unknown hazard and food safety concern,
the protection of public health and better preparedness, we would like to urge the
government to actively involve more veterinary professionals in the new proposed
organisation to achieve our common goal.

Thank you very much for your attention,

Yours faithfully,

Dr. Veronica Leong, DVM, MAM, Diplomate ACPV
President, HKVA
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natural ecosystem preservation are issues
of great public concern.

The Bureau of Animal and Plant
Health Inspection and Quarantine, Council
of Agriculture, Executive Yuan was
established on August 1, 1998 in order to
consolidate administration in the execu-
tion of policies and regulations of animal
and plant health inspection and quaran-
tine as well as related affairs. Under the
Bureau, four branches at Keelung, Hsinchu,
Taichung and Kaohsiung were also set up.
The Bureau takes the responsibilities in
quarantine services and prevention and
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The division is responsible for the administration of anmimal health
| mspection, disease prevention,
veterinarian registration and
veterinary drug management.

1. Implement the "Classic Swine
Fever and Foot and Mouth
Disease Eradication Program”,
and supervise local
governments to conduct
animal disease prevention

, __ _':;I.l.lu b
MOy,
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2. Supervise and support local governments in the proper management
" of stray dogs, and enfarce related animal protection regulations,

3. Strengthen the investigation, monitoring and waming svstems for
jn{gﬂinus animal diseases, and prevent the introduction of contagious

ml diseases from abroad,
N nt and control diseases of livestock. poultry, wildlife. and aquatic

;nima?s and provide guidance [ar animal farms on disease prevention.
l‘irrepghm animal disease diagnosis capabilities, and develop animal
disease control techniques.

b. Administer veterinarian registration. management and on-the-job
training.

7. Conduct testing, registration and permit issuance of verennary drugs,
manage their sales and application, and strengthen veterinary drug
residue monitoring program,
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The division hindles inspection and guarantine for the impaort

and export of animals and animal products, as well as the
establishment and revision of quarantine laws, regulations

! ﬁk and related measures. It also assists in the promotion of

international markets for animal products.

1. Conduct inspection and guarantine, and implement

related measures for the import and export of animals
and animal products.

s
2. Draft, revise and promulgate guarantine regulations
for animals or animal products.

3. Dispatch officials to foreign countries to carry out on-

site inspection on control of animal disease and gquarantine
aperations for exports.

> 4. Strengthen the monitoring and warning systems and risk analysis for
7 animal quarantine diseases.

”, 5. Develop animal quarantine and treatment technology to facilitate

’ﬁ expansion of exporting markets for animal produces.

6. Carry out research.development and introduction of animal quarantine
technology for the promation of quarantine efficiency.

7. Participate in ammal quarantine techenical consultations and meetings to
resolve animal quarantine related issues and problems.

8. Establish and update animal quarantine discases data hase.
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The division is in charge of planning, promotion and supervision of the
programs related to monitoring and management of plant pests in order 1o
safeguard the domestic agriculture. It also takes responsibility on the inspection
of designated diseases and pests associated with propagated plant materials.

1. Strength the detection. monitoring and early waming svstems, and conduct
pest risk analysis and assessments on the crop losses due to diseases and
pests.

2, Conduct programs on plant pest prevention and eradication, and promote
coordinated and emergent management programs on the important diseases
and pests.

3. Enlorce and supervise inspection of designated diseases and pests associated
with propagated plant materials.

. 4. Strengthen researches on pest identification, monitoring and management,
ind develop new technologies to improve integrated pest management

| Programs.
5. Promote and supervise demonstration, extension and application of the

technologies relating to plant protection with emphasis on non-chemical
control measures in order to promote exportation of agri-products.

6. Promote educational programs for the publics to enhance the awareness of
plant protection, and cooperate with private organizations in plant disease
and pest control .

7. Establish and update information resources on plant pest diagnosis and
management. and provide assistance to growers and agriculture
entrepreneurs.

8. Conduct the registration and permit the issuances of pesticide, manage their
sales and application, and investigate the illegal cases of pesticide.
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The division handles inspection and quarantine for the import and export of
plants and plant products, as well as the establishement and revision of
guarantine laws, regulations, and related measures. v also assists in the
promotion of international markets for plant products.

1. Conduct inspection and quarantine, and implement related measures for

the import and export of plantsor plant products.

2. Dralt, revise and promulgate quarantine regulations for plants or plant

products,

3. Dispatch officials to foreign countries to carry out
on-site inspection on contrel of plant diseases
and pests and guarantine operations for
exports,

. Serengthen the monitoring and waming
svstens and risk analysis for plant quarantine
diseases and pests.

. Develop plant quarantine treatment
technology to facilitate expansion of
exporting markets for plant products.

. Carry out research, develoment and
introduction of plant quarantine technology
for the promotion of quarantine efficiency.

7. Participate in plant quarantine technical
consultations and meetngs Lo resolve plant
quarantine related issues and problems.

. Establish and update plant quarantine pests data base.
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The division takes charge of planning and development of animal

and plant pest control and quarantine policies, conducts disease and

' pest diagnosis for imported and exported agricultural products. and
coordinates international alTairs and covperation,

1. Coordinate planning on the development of policies and programs for

animal and plant disease and pest control and guarantine.

2. Covrdinate the development of measures and projects for animal and
plant disease and pest control and quarantine and promotion of their
implementation.

3. Develop fast and accurate diagnostic
technology for animal and plant quarantine
diseases and pests, introduce new
technology for diagnosis and identification,
and establish standard procedures for
precision examination of diseases and
pests,

4. Collect specimens of guarantine

e microorganisms and infested animals,
plants and their products, and compile illustrative compendium.

5: Collect foreign disease and pest iformation and keep up-to-date.

6. Manage affairs and exchange information and technology related to
animal and plant disease and pest control and quarantine between
Taiwan and Mainland China,

= . Coordinate international activities relating to bilateral or multilateral

technical consultation and international organization meetings.

8. Promote and coordinate international cooperation in information
exchanges and technology development relating to animal and plant
disease and pest control and quarantine.
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The division is responsible for
ensuring that reguiréments

pertaining to human and animal
health and animal welfare are
fulfilled in the meat
establishments.
|- Approve ol registration
of meat and poultry
establishments fulfilling
lyveienic and technical
requirements.

2. Supervise sanitary
management in meat and poultry
establishments,

3. Implement in-plant meat inspection.
}.: 4. Establish and imprave meat inspection technigues,
| - standard procedures and methodology,
4

5. Investigate illegal slaughtering and cutting, processing,
transporting and selling ol un-inspected meat or poultry,

6. Conduct traiming ol meat inspection staffs and audit their
performance.
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The jurisdiction of the Keelung Branch includes Taipei City. Taipei
County, Keelung City, llan County, Hualien County and Lianchiang
County. Under this branch are Taipei inspection station, Hsichih
inspection station, Suao inspection station, Hualien inspection station
and Matsu inspection station. This branch's responsibilities inclucle
mspection and  quarantine at Keelung Harbor for imported and
exported plants, animals-and their produces ransported by

seafreight, passengers, postal parcels; supervision aof
meat inspection: postentry quaranting at Hsichih
imspection station; collection and report of local
animal and plant diseases and pests; and support of
loeal agricultural authorities in animal and plant
disease and pest monitoring and control programs.
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The jurisdiction of the Hsinchu Branch includes Taoyuan County,
Hsinchu County, Hsinchu City and Miaoli County. Under this brinch
are laoyuan inspection station and Hsinchu inspection station. This
branch's responsibilities include inspection and guarantine at CKS
International Airports for imported and exported plants, animals and
their products transported by airfreight, passengers, postal parcels:
supervision of meat inspection; collection and report of local animal
and plant diseases and pests; and support of local agricultural
authorities in animal and plamt disease and pest monitoring and
control programs.
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The jurisdiction of the Taichung Branch includes
Taichung County, Taichung City, Changhua County,
Nantou County, Yunlin County, and Chiayi County.
Under this branch are Taichung Harbor inspection
station and Chiayi inspection station. This branch's
responsibilities include inspection and quarantine at
Taichung Harbor for impaorted and exported plants,
animals and their products transported by seafreight,
passengers, postal parcels; supervision of meat
imnspection: development of quarantine treatment technology for exported
fresh fruits and flowers: collection and report of local animal and plant
diseases and pests, and support of local agricultural autharities in animal and
plant disease and pest monitoring and control programs,
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The jurisdiction of the Kaohsiung Branch includes
Tainan City, Tainan County, Kaohsiung City, Kaohsiung
County. Pingtung County, Taitung County, Kinmen County
and Penghu County. Under this branch are
Tainan inspection station, Kaohsiung Harbor inspection
station, Kachsiung Airport inspection station and
Kinmen inspection station. This branch's respansihilities
include inspection and quarantine at Kaohsiung
Harbor and Kaohsiung Airport for imported and
exported plants, animals and their
products transported by sealreight,
airfreight, passengers, postal parcels;
supervision of meat inspection; postentry
quarantine at the Kaohsiung inspection station;
collection and report of local amimal and plant
diseases and pests; and support of local agricultural
atthorities in animal and plant monitoring and
control programs,
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international organizations such as the World i

and e,tpurt qua;mnﬁne operations; pl,'amuhuh i 1 ‘
of intm}a;lanal technical cooperation anﬁ {

r animal and plant disease and

_health inspection and
nary drug administration,

el

‘and inspection. It is in

g!nnent and execulmn of

rograms and prajects; report of

dtsease Epldemm and pest infestations; data

collection and risk analysis: related scientific
and technological research and deveolpment
and provision of technical services:and
implementaion and supervision of imporr and
export inspection and quarantine aperations.
The management of international affairs
relating to the aforementioned tasks is one of
the responsibilities of the BAPHIQ. This
includes bilateral technical consultations and
negotiations with trading partners:
participation in the activities of the

Trade Organization World Organisation for )
Animal Health, and the APECetc | i
implementation of preclearance inspection in 'l ||
exporting countries by'ﬂispatd}ing officials to M7 byl
those countries to cuhduct review, evaluation e
and on-site inspection of disease and pest .'. ey
control programs, meat inspection systm

mfﬂtrm,ﬂtiu-n em:hangﬂs. as well as ot-hrfq 4
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To safeguard agncultural environment, promote
sustainable development of agriculture and protect the
health of animals, plants and people in Taiwan, the
BAPHIQ will fulfil its responsibilities in accordance with
the three principlesfacilitation, efliciency and harmony.
Through dedicated efforts, it is hoped that improvement
and strengthening of the functions and systems of pest
control and quarantine as well as promotion of public
awareness and education on the importance of pest
management and quarantine will be adieved to further
reach the utmost goal of "Prevention by All Quarantine
by Pros’.
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