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Member will ask the question in this language
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Promotion of street performances

Hon IP Kwok-him (Oral Reply)

Under the Summary Offences Ordinance, it is an offence for
any person who plays at any game in any public place, so as
to obstruct the same or create a noisy assembly therein.
Quite a number of members of the public have relayed to me
that the Ordinance has hampered the staging of many
distinctive street performances. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the specific reasons for which the authorities had
disallowed the staging of street performances in the
past three years; and

(b) whether it will reconsider cooperating with the
District Councils and entrusting the latter the
responsibility to coordinate the implementation of a
pilot scheme on designated zones for street
performances, whereby locations in suitable areas
across the territory are assigned for staging street
performances; if it will, of the details?
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Marches on 1 July

Hon KAM Nai-wai (Oral Reply)

Tens of thousands of people took part in the march on 1 July
in each of the past several years. | expect that more people
will participate in the march on the coming 1 July, i.e. next
Wednesday, to express their dissatisfaction with the
Government’s lack of sincerity to implement universal
suffrage and its various blunders in implementing policies.
On the other hand, the applications by some political parties
to the relevant government departments to set up pitches at
the pedestrian precincts on Paterson Street in Causeway Bay
and Mong Kok to promote the march have been rejected.
In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ whether it has reflected on its refusal to implement
dual universal suffrage in 2012 and its various
blunders in implementing policies to find out the
causes for so many people taking to the street to
participate in the march each year; if it has, of the
outcome; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) how many participants in this year's march are
required to make the Government not to refuse the
public's demand for expeditiously implementing
dual universal suffrage in 2012 and to address their
dissatisfaction with its blunders in implementing
policies; and

(© whether the authorities recent reection of the
applications by political parties for organizing
promotional activities at pedestrian precincts for the
1 July march is an attempt to reduce the number of
participants in the march?
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Relocation of Yau MaTe Fruit Market

Hon Starry L EE Wai-king (Ord Reply)

Report No. 48 of the Director of Audit published in April
2007 criticized the authorities that so far they had not
implemented the plan to relocate the Yau Ma Tei (“YMT")
Fruit Market which was decided in 1969. For many years,
the YMT Fruit Market is operating all night every day,
causing serious traffic and environmental nuisances
(especiadly that of noise) to the residents and drivers in the
vicinity. Through the efforts of the Working Group on
Concern for the Yau Ma Tel Fruit Market under the current
Yau Tssm Mong District Council, the differences between
the District Council and fruit traders has basically been
resolved. The trade representatives also indicated clearly a
year ago that they agreed to move out conditionally. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

@ whether the Government has commenced
negotiation and discussion with Kowloon Fruit and
Vegetable Merchants Association Limited since the
latter indicated its willingness to move out; if it has,
when such negotiation was conducted and the
present progress, if not, the reasons for that; whether
the Food and Health Bureau has commenced the
relevant work in accordance with the “Indicative
Timetable for Relocating the YMT Fruit Market”
submitted to the Public Accounts Committee of this
Council in January 2008; if it has commenced work,
of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether the Development Bureau and the
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau
have commenced a study on the proposal to create a
globa fresh fruit trading centre in the new fruit
wholesale centre, which has been put forward
several times in recent years by the fruit wholesale



(©)

trade; whether this will be discussed, facilitated and
developed in the context of the relocation of the
YMT Fruit Market; if so, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that; and

regarding the present grave situation of noise
nuisance and obstruction of roads due to the
operation of the fruit market between 9:00 pm and
8:00 am in Yau Ma Te District, what solutions the
government departments concerned have and their
details, and how the departments curb the spread of
suchillegal actsto other lots?
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Assistance for insurance and finance sectors

Hon CHAN Kin-por (Written Reply)

In the face of the impact of the financial tsunami, the
insurance and finance sectors have been the first to be dealt
a serious blow. According to the provisional statistics
released by the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance,
new office premiums (excluding Retirement Scheme
business) of long-term business for the first quarter of 2009
receded significantly by 60.5% to $8.544 billion when
compared with the same period in 2008, which was
attributable to 24.2% and 83.5% drop in Individual Life and
Annuity (Non-Linked) business and Individual Life and
Annuity (Linked) business respectively. In fact, many
middle-level management and frontline sales staff of the
insurance and finance sectors have suffered significant drop
in income, or even lost their jobs. In addition, as the
Lehman Brothers incident has raised people's skepticism
over investment products, many employees in the sectors are
facing the threat of structural unemployment. In this
connection, will the Government inform this Council
whether:

@ it will take measures to enhance the public’'s
confidence in the insurance and finance sectors, in
order to consolidate Hong Kong's status as an Asian
financia centre; if it will, of the contents of such
measures, if not, the reasons for that;

(b) it will provide specific assistance for employees in
the insurance and finance sectors to help them out of
the economic mire; and

(© it is possible to establish “policyholders protect
funds’ expeditioudly in order to stabilize the market
and stimulate the public's desire to take out
insurance?
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Financial assistance for local exhibitors

Dr Hon LAM Tai-fai (Written Reply)

| have received complaints from people of the jewelry
industry that the exhibition fees charged by some exhibition
organizers for exhibitions held a the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre (“HKCEC”) are more
than 40% higher than those charged for exhibitions of the
same type organized by the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council (*HKTDC"). Under the critical economic
situation caused by the plunge in local export trade as a
result of the financial tsunami, the increase in exhibition fees,
instead of decrease, not only substantially increases the
operating costs of the industry, which leads to difficulties in
the operations of small and medium enterprises (“SMES")
and hinders the development of the industry, but also
weakens the competitiveness of the exhibition industry in
Hong Kong. In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:

@ of the details of the various forms of subsidies for
exhibition fees currently provided to local
exhibitors;

(b) whether in the past five years, it had conducted
studies or compiled stetistics to compare the
differences between the exhibition fees charged by
HKTDC and those by private exhibition organizers
for exhibitions of the same type held at HKCEC;
and the reasons for the relevant differences;

(© given the completion of the extension project of the
atrium link between Phases | and |1 of HKCEC,
whether it knows if HKTDC and the Hong Kong
Convention and Exhibition Centre (Management)
Limited (“HKCEC (Management) Limited”) has
revised, in the light of the extension project, the



(d)

(f)

(9)

(h)

operation and management contract signed in 1997;
if it has, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

given that according to the provisions of the
aforesaid contract, the HKCEC (Management)
Limited shall pay HKTDC a fee calculated at a
prescribed percentage of the gross revenue from the
overall operations of HKCEC each year, and the
HKCEC (Management) Limited shall, with effect
from 1 July 2003, pay HKTDC each year a fee
calculated at 8.634% of the gross revenue, whether
it knows if that percentage has now changed; if it
has, of the details; if not, the reasons for that;

whether it knows the amount of the annua fee, as
mentioned in (d), paid by the HKCEC (Management)
Limited to HKTDC in the past five years, and the
use of such funds;

whether it will consider requesting HKTDC to use
the fundsin (€) to subsidize SMEs in Hong Kong to
pay for exhibition fees, so as to give material
support to the development of exhibition businesses,
if it will not, of the reasons for that;

whether it knows if HKTDC has regularly assessed
the performance of the HKCEC (Management)
Limited; if it has, of the outcome, the criteria and
mechanism of the assessments; if not, the reasons
for that; whether the assessments are conducted by
an assessment committee with the participation of
independent members or trade representatives; if so,
of the membership list of the committee; if not, the
reasons for that;

given that HKTDC is currently charging local and
overseas companies the same exhibition fees, how
the Government effectively assists SMEs in Hong
Kong in reducing exhibition costs; whether it will
further consider giving other relevant concessions to
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locd SMEs; if it will, of the details, if not, the
reasons for that;

whether it knows if HKTDC has requested the
HKCEC (Management) Limited to add clauses to
the venue hiring contracts entered into with
exhibition organizers provisons on any form of
concessions to SMEs in Hong Kong; whether it will
set up a complaint mechanism in respect of the fees
and service levels of exhibitions, and take this into
account in considering whether or not the exhibition
organizers may hire the venues in the future; if it
will, of the details; if not, the reasons for that; and

whether it knows the detailed considerations of the
HKCEC (Management) Limited in implementing its
venue hiring policies; of the reasons for giving
priority in venue hiring to exhibition organizers
which regularly apply for organizing exhibitions in
the same time dots; whether the HKCEC
(Management) Limited has assessed if the policy of
giving priority in venue hiring will give rise to
monopoly; if the assessment result is that monopoly
exists, whether it will introduce a fair competition
policy in venue hiring; if the assessment result isin
the negative, of the reasons for that?



