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EDTINEDTI By Martin Wong and Peter So

Henry Tang to be tree tsar after tragedy

Chief Secretary Henry Tang Ying-yen is to oversee efforts to improve the government's management of trees
atter criticism from an inquest jury.

Mr Tang will head an interdepartmental review of recommendations put forward by the jury, which on Monday
found that the death of a teenager crushed by a falling free trunk in Stanley was an accident that could have
been prevented.

Chief Exccutive Donald Tsang Yam-kuen announced Mr Tang's role yesterday. Mr Tsang said he was "deeply
sorry and regretful” about the death of student Kitty Chong Chung-yin, 19, "at such a young age".

“'totally understand the sadness shared by Chung-yin's family members. [ sincerely offer Chung-yin's family
my deepest condolences once again,” Mr Tsang said after an Executive Council meeting,

He said he had "advised and urged" Mr Tang "to lead concerned departments of the government to study the
various recommendations of the jury {covering areas] including staft training, risk assessment of trees, the
adequacy of our present guidelines and their execution".

Mr Tang said he would work closely with the development, environment and home affairs bureaus, and ree
experts, and hoped to complete the review within three months.

"We will try to stiike a balance between promoting greening, preserving old trees and protecting public safety.”
he said.

Democratic Party lawmaker Kam Nai-wal said the very fact that such an appointment was deemed necessary
showed the lack of teamwork among bureau chiefs. He likened it to the appointment of Mr Tsang, then chief
secretary, 1o head the "Team Clean" hygiene blitz during the severe acute respiratory syndrome epidemic in
2003,

He said Mr Tang should pay more attention to tackling problems such as unemployment and political reform.

Chinese University political scientist Ivan Choy Chi-keung said the appointment might distract Mr Tang from
his other duties, but showed the government took the issue seriously.

Mr Tang also heads committees on political reform, the development of the West Kowloon Cultural District,
Hong Kong's role in reconstruction in earthquake-hit parts of Sichuan and economic co-operation with

Guangdong and Macau.

Chong's elder sister, Catherine Chong Shiu-yin, said after the inquest that she could not recal] the family
receiving any apology from the Leisure and Cultural Services Department, which manages the city's trees.

Its director, Thomas Chow Tat-ming, offered one yesterday during an RTHK programme.
"For the accident leading to the passing away of Miss Chong and the sorrow of her family, we fecl deeply

http://prd2-wisesearch.wisers.net/ws5/tool.do?_ 2009/4/1
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regretful and, once again, we offer our condolences to her family,” he said.

Chong's father, Clarence Chong Kin-ki, thanked the chief executive and Mr Chow. He said he did not hlame
the director for the accident.

Tree expert Jim Chi-yung, of the University of Hong Kong, welcomed the review but said a comprehensive
policy should be adopted to avoid a repeat of the #ee collapse.
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