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Albert Ho (left) and Zhang Yuewei outside government headquarters with photos of Zhou Yongjun. Photo: Sam Tsang

Inquiry urged into HK’s
role in dissident’s arrest

......................................................

Eva Wu :

Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen is facing demands to investigate

. the government’s alleged unlawful

handing over of a former dissident
student leader to the mainland a year

0. :
8 Zhou Yongjun (BHE®E), who is
being held in Sichuan (P3/i1) awaiting
court proceedings, was a student
leader of the 1989 Tiananmen Square
pro-democracy movement.

Asked whether he would launch
an investigation, Tsang said last night
that he could not comment on indi-
vidual cases.

- Democratic Party chairman
Albert Ho Chun-yan, the lawyer rep-
resenting Zhou in Hong Kong, said
he planned to take legal action
against the government.

Ho described Zhou's case as pos-
ing the biggest challenge to the “one
country two systems” principle laid
down in the Basic Law, the city's
mini-constitution.

Zhou's partner Zhang Yuewei
(35 AN, accompanied by Ho, hand-
ed a petition to Tsang accusing the
government of breaking the Basic
Law, and demanding an inquiry.

Zhou, 42, who had been living in
the United States, travelled to Hong
Kong from Macau on September 28
last year on a Malaysian passport
which bore the name Wang Xing-
xiang. He had intended to visit his
father, who suffered a stroke, on the
mainland.

In May, seven months after he
was seized, Zhou's family was told
that he had been arrested on fraud
charges and was detained by Sichuan
authorities. :

According to a written record of a2

. meeting with two mainiand lawyers

in Sichuan in late May, Zhou said he
was detained on arrivalin HongKong
and then secretly handed over to
Shenzhen authorities two days later.

According to a statement issued
by Sichuan authorities, Zhou tried to
use the name Wang to make money
transfers from Hang Seng Bank in
Hong Kong. .

“Zhou Yongjun was stopped by
the Hong Kongimmigration when he
tried entering Hong Kong with a fake
Malaysian passport,” the statement
said.

A Hong Kong government
spokesman yesterday declined to
comment on the case. “In general, a

passenger whose travel document
does not meet the entry require-
ments will be repatriated to his orher
place of embarkation or origin,” the
spokesman said.

Ho said that Zhou - unlike other
dissidents who were denied entry to
Hong Kong—had been treated differ-
ently as he was not sent back to his
place of origin. - :

“Ttwas entirely different from how
others were treated,” Ho said. “Twor-
ry that it was the central government
that gave the order in this case. This
would seriously harm the ‘one coun-
try two systems’ [principle].” ‘

Ho noted that there was no agree-
ment with the mainland on handing
over of wanted people, and demand-
ed that the Hong Kong government
explain why Zhou was handed over
to Shenzhen authorities.

Zhang, 33, the mother of Zhou's
18-month-old daughter, told a press.
confergnce yésterday that she had
comé to thé city:from Los Angeles “to
demand the Hang Kong government
give back my child her father”.

“Zhou Yongjun went missing in
Hong Kongand it was the HongKong
government which sent him back to
the mainland,” she said.
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