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Member will ask the question in thislanguage
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Compensation to victims of accidents
occurred in the MTR network

Hon WONG Kwok-hing  (Oral Reply)

A number of members of the public have approached
me for assistance, indicating that they had sustained
injuries in  accidents in MTR dations, train
compartments and controlled areas, and when they
requested for compensation from the MTR Corporation
Limited (“MTRCL"), it had unreasonably delayed its
response and rejected their requests; they also feel very
helpless and dissatisfied because they are unlike
victims of ordinary traffic accidents who are able to
receive assistance under the Traffic Accident Victims
Assistance Scheme (“TAVAS’) regardless of whether
the accidents concerned were caused by their faults. |
have also learnt that government departments have not
assisted the injured persons in recovering the
compensation in question.  In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ whether it knows the total number of accidents
which occurred in the MTR network involving
casualties among M TR passengers since the rail
merger; the number of persons involved,;
whether MTRCL and its appointed insurance
providers have paid damages or made different
kinds of compensation under various categories
to such injured persons; if yes, the amount
involved; if not, the reasons for that;

(b) whether it knows if MTRCL has taken out
adequate accident insurance to safeguard
passengers’ interests; if yes, of the details of the
protection coverage for passengers and the sum
insured, and among the compensation cases in
(@), the number of cases involving insurance
compensation and the amount involved; if not,
the reasons for that; and

(c) whether TAVAS of the Socia Welfare
Department covers any accident which



occurred in the MTR network; if yes, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that; whether the
authorities will extend the coverage of the
scheme, e.g. by amending the Traffic Accident
Victims (Assistance Fund) Ordinance to also
cover passengers or members of the public
injured in accidents which occurred inthe MTR
network, or whether MTRCL will establish a
similar fund to make up for the deficiencies of
TAVAS, if yes, of the details; if not, what
measures the authorities have to protect
passengers who were injured in railway
incidents but have not received any damages or
different kinds of compensation?
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School Dental Care Service

Hon TAM Yiu-chung (Written Reply)

At present, the Government only provides dental care
services to primary school students, but quite a number
of members of the public have recently relayed to me
that junior secondary school (Form 1 to Form 3)
students also have strong demand for dental treatment
services, and they thus request the Government to
extend the dental care services to junior secondary
school  students. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

@ of the number of attendances for denta
treatment under the School Dental Care Service
in each of the past three years;

(b) whether the Government has planned to extend
the dental care services to junior secondary
school students in order to enhance the dental
and oral health care for them; if it has, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that; and

(©) whether the Government has planned to bring
in private dental practitioners to join the School
Dental Care Service so as to provide dental
services to junior secondary school students; if
it has, of the details; if not, the reasons for that?



