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Member will ask the question in thislanguage
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Measures to alleviate the pressure on
obstetrics services in public hospitals

(5) Hon Jeffrey LAM Kin-fung (Oral Reply)

Given that mainland pregnant women giving birth in
Hong Kong one after another have caused obstetric
services of the public hospitals in Hong Kong to
become overloaded, the Government has planned to set
guotas on the admission of mainland pregnant women
giving birth in public and private hospitals next year,
so as to address the problem of severe imbalance
between the demand and supply of obstetric services.
In this connection, will the Government inform this
Council:

@ whether it has assessed if the setting of such
guotas will result in a vast number of mainland
pregnant women rushing to Accidents and
Emergency Departments (A& EDs) for delivery
without making appointment, causing A& EDs,
which are aready suffering from tight
manpower, to become overloaded, and
affecting the normal medical services provided
to other patients; whether the Government has
considered substantially raising the charges on
mainland pregnant women seeking admission
to hospitals through A& EDs for delivery, so as
to lessen their incentives to give birth in Hong
Kong; and whether it will liaise with the
mainland authorities to formulate more
stringent measures to restrict mainland
pregnant women from giving birth in Hong
Kong;

(b) whether it has examined measures to facilitate
the development of related medical industries
to meet the continuous increase in demand for
obstetric services in future; whether it has



(©)

considered setting up an obstetrics and
gynaecology hospital in Hong Kong; and

given that the Hospital Authority, with a view
to tackling the manpower shortage problem,
has advertised for the recruitment of non-local
registered doctors, and the requirements of the
positions include proficiency in Cantonese and
possessing a qualification comparable to the
Intermediate Examinations of constituent
Colleges of the Hong Kong Academy of
Medicine, whether it knows if the response so
far to the recruitment of obstetricians is
satisfactory; whether the Government will
consider relaxing the qualifications of non-local
registered obstetricians applying for the
relevant positions, e.g. by making reference to
the list for exemption from “licensing
examination” introduced in Singapore, and
directly alow doctors graduated from
renowned non-local medical schools to practise
in Hong Kong, so as to aleviate the tight
manpower supply for obstetric services?



