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Transcript of SCMA's remarks to media after open forum (with photos) 1 » £ )

Department: Secretariat Press Office (Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs)
Serial No.: GIS201109010264

Transcript of SCMA's remarks to media after open forum

(with photos)
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The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr
Stephen Lam, attended the second open forum on the consultation
paper issued by the Government on the arrangements for filling
vacancies in the Legislative Council this evening (September 1)
at the Hong Kong Science Museum. Following is the transcript of
Mr Lam's remarks (English portion) at a media session after the
forum:

Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs: In the last
few days, we have conducted several consultation sessions.
Yesterday, we met with the architectural, surveying and planning
functional constituency. We also responded to the statement made
by the Hong Kong Bar Association. Earlier today, we met with the
four major chambers of commerce, and just now we have completed
the second public forum to listen to views, both for and
against, the idea that we should put in place a replacement
mechanism to deal with the vacancies arising from the
Legislative Council.

From different quarters of this community, citizens of Hong
Kong have expressed their views: they are concerned about this
issue. We will evaluate very carefully all the views we have
received, including opinion polls and position papers, letters
and emails from the people of Hong Kong and from different
organisations. We will then make an assessment as to whether the
bill which we have placed before the Legislative Council will
require further amendments for this loophole to be plugged.

Both within and outside the venue today, there were certain
parties and certain members of the public who disrupted our
order and refused to comply with the rules for participation in
this public forum set by the organisers of this occasion. I will
like to emphasise that Hong Kong is a civilised society. We
respect the rule of law, and the freedom of expression is also
respected. But at the same time, we should refrain from
instigating damage. Very unfortunately, certain doors of this
venue have been broken, and our security guards have been hurt.
This is a matter which the relevant department, if necessary,
will take up with the Hong Kong Police Force.

Finally, I would like to emphasise that we still believe
that this community and the citizens of Hong Kong will like us
to continue to conduct and deal with this issue rationally
according to the finest traditions of Hong Kong as a civilised,

http://www.isdnews.gov.hk/gnmissub/SubscriberWebusername=isdcommond&retnum=pP201... 2011/9/12
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law-abiding and free society.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Thursday, September 1, 2011
Issued at HKT 22:45
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Deﬁartment: Home Affairs
Serial No.: GIS201109020233

Response to arrangements regarding the forums on
arrangements for filling vacancies in the Legislative

Council
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In response to media reports today (September 2) on the
arrangements regarding the open forums on the arrangements for
filling vacancies in the Legislative Council, a spokesman for
the Home Affairs Department said:

The Government organised two open forums to listen to
public views on the arrangements for filling vacancies in the
Legislative Council. Those interested could register and reserve
seats through a hotline. According to procedures, those who had
reserved seats would be admitted first after confirmation of
their identity. If seats were still available after registered
individuals were admitted, staff at the venue would try their
best to arrange entry for those gueueing for admission on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Following admission, those participants who wished to
express their views at the forums were simply required to drop a
sign-up sheet into a collection box. The moderator would then
invite attendees to speak by ballot drawing on the stage. The
process was fair, open and just, with no individual opinions
pre-screened. All participants had an equal chance to express
their views. At the forum held yesterday, participants with
different opinions had the chance to voice their opinions.

Ends/Friday, September 2, 2011
Issued at HKT 17:30
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Department: Secretariat Press Office (Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs)
Serial No.: GIS201109030239

SCMA speaks to the media
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The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr
Stephen Lam, officiated at the 2011 District Council Election
launching ceremony this afternoon (September 3). Following is
the transcript of Mr Lam's remarks (English portion) at a media
gsession after the ceremony:

Reporter: Mr Lam, what are your comments on the chaos at the
public forum on September 1, and will there be an increase in
security measures in future public forum?

Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs: For every
public forum that we host, whether it is in connection with the
replacement mechanism or constitutional development, we always
liaise with the organising department and the Police Force. And
that is for the organisers and the police to determine the level
of security protection and arrangements for the occasion. We
shall continue to do so. This applied to the public forum which
we held two days ago. On that occasion, some protestors refused
to comply with the rules set by the organisers and decided to
cause this disturbance. But the Police came in and restored
order, and the public forum was brought to a conclusion
according to the original plan.

So far as I am concerned, I have listened very widely to a
full spectrum of views across the political landscape in Hong
Kong. Whether it is political parties or functional groups or
individuals, they have had a full opportunity to express their
views. Therefore, as far as we are concerned, we will continue
to comply with the two-month duration for this particular public
consultation exercise. Thereafter, we will turn our attention to
focusing on organising the District Council election on November
6 and thereafter on the Election Committee Sub-sector election
on December 11.

Just a word about the District Council election. It is
particularly important that all of us play a full role in the
forthcoming District Council election. We now have registered
over 3.55 million voters. It is particularly important that we
support this District Council election because the elected
District Councillors will play a full role in forming the
Election Committee and also in the 2012 Legislative Council
elections. Therefore I call upon all registered voters to come
out to vote on November 6, and all those who have a commitment
to serving the community of Hong Kong to consider standing as a
candidate.
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(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Saturday, September 3, 2011
Issued at HKT 18:26
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Department: Secretariat Press Office (Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs)
Serial No.: GIS201109070290

SCMA speaks to the media
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The Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr
Stephen Lam, and the Secretary for Financial Services and the
Treasury, Professor KC Chan, attended the forum organised by the
office of Legislative Council member Paul Chan this evening
(September 7) to listen to the views of participants on the
consultation paper issued by the Government on the arrangements
for f£illing vacancies in the Legislative Council. Following is
the transcript of Mr Lam's remarks to the media after the forum
(English portion):

Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs: We have just
finished the consultation session organised by Hon Paul Chan
with the accountancy sector participants. Whilst the majority of
questions raised today reflects that participants would like to
retain the status quo, I should point out that according to
opinion polls and other consultation sessions that we have
participated in, there is still a strong body of opinion which
expects the Government to amend the relevant legislation to plug
this loophole.

On the part of the Administration, we will present a very
full consultation report after the two-month consultation period
has been completed. This consultation report will reflect very
fully all the letters, emails that we have received, the views
and opinion papers presented by different organisations and
sectors, and also the opinion polls which we have come across
during this two-month period. We do not rule out the possibility
of having to make adjustments to the original package put to the
Legislative Council and we shall make that judgement after we
have completed a review of the views we have received.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Wednesday, September 7, 2011
Issued at HKT 22:32
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Legco by-election forum gatecrashed by protesters

Tanna Chong and Stuart Lau

The second of two public consulta-
tion forums on the government’s
plan to scrap Legislative Council
by-elections almost had to be
scrapped itself last night after it de-
scended into chaos, forcing constitu-
tional affairs chief Stephen Lam Sui-
lung and others to flee backstage.

The forum was suspended for 20
minutes after about 100 protesters
led by lawmaker “Long Hair” Leung
Kwok-hung gatecrashed the venue,
clashing with supporters of the pro-
posal and drawing angry condemna-
tion from Lam and acting Chief Exec-
utive Henry Tang Ying-yen,

The scuffles mirrored the disorder
at the first forum but reached a new
level; Leung mounted the vacated
stage at the Science Museum, shout-
ing: “As Stephen Lam is now gone,
why not have a truly open consulta-
tion ourselves?”

Dozens of participants left, com-
plaining: “Is this democracy?”

The forum, for which attendees
had to register, continued after police
and security guards cleared out the
protesters.

Condemning the disruption later,
Lam said he might take the matter up

with police. “Hong Kong people like
those who utter their opinions in-
stead of resorting to physical vio-
lence,” he said after the forum.

A police spokesman said a num-
ber of staff at the venue were slightly
injured in the chaos, in which two
doors and some flower pots were
damaged. A 27-year-old man was ar-
rested for allegedly indecently as-
saulted a 42-year-old woman at the
veriue. He was released on a bail,

Tang said the protest had inter-
fered with participants’ right to
speak. “We are angry about the be-

A maskedroteéter scuffles with a guard amid the chaos. Photo:

Lee

haviour ... it made a rational and
thorough discussion impossible.”

As Lam arrived for the forum he
was heckled by the demonstrators,
mainly from the League of Social
Demacrats, and was hit by dog bis-
cuits, bits of which he brushed from
his suit and hair as he entered. As he
spoke, protesters banged on the
door, which burst open about 10
minuteslater, allowing them to enter.

Leung said later if they had been
allowed in “we wouldn't have done
this”. But Lam said a seat was re-
served for Leung who declinedt.

Earlier yesterday, the business
sector said it would support the gov-
ermnment in scrapping by-elections,
no matter which of the four proposals
it adopted. “The four major business
chambers have reached a consensus
to plug the loophole, as holding [un-
necessary by-elections] is a waste of
public money,” Hong Kong General
Chamber of Commerce chairman
Anthony Wu Ting-yuk said.

The government contends that
the resignations last year of five law-
makers, including “Long Hair”, to
trigger by-elections they hoped
would be areferendum on democra-
cy, exposed a loophole in election
laws.

At the forum, Lam said the gov-
emment would not rule out amend-
ing its favoured proposal - to replace
aresigninglegislator with a candidate
from the same party in the previous
election. .

Healso continued to elaborate on
the legal shortcomings of the other
options; preventing a legislator who
resigns from standing in any by-elec-
tion in the same Legcp term; holding
a by-election only in the event of
death or serious illness; and leaving a
seat vacant if no candidate from the
outgoinglawmaker’s party at the pre-
vious election will serve.
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Gary Cheung and Clifford Lo

Talk turned from constitutional
change to condemnation yesterday
as government allies blasted rowdy
demonstrators whose gatecrashing
stunt on Thursday disrupted a forum
on a controversial plan to scrap by-
elections and left four injured.
Criticism was led by government-
friendly lawmaker Lau Kong-wah,
who submitted a motion to the Legis-
lative Council secretariat to con-
demn the “violent” act. Lau, vice
chairman of the Democratic Alliance
for the Betterment and Progress of
Honk Kong (DAB), wanted the mo-
tion discussed at a special meeting of
the security panel on September 12.

‘I'he same panel will discuss secu-
rity arrangements for Vice-Premier Li
Keqiang (ZFE5548)'s visit to Hong Kong
last month, which some members of
the media say were heavy handed.

The forum on the governiment’s
plan to do away with Legco by-elec-
tions was suspended for 20 minutes
after 100 protesters —led by League of
Social Democrats lawmaker “Long
Hair” Leung Kwok-hung - stormed
the venue at the Science Museum in
Tsim Sha Tsui.

Security panel chairman James
To Kun-sun, a Democratic Party leg-
islator, said the demonstrators were
not justified in gatecrashing, even if
they were 1ot allowed to take vacant
seats, as some had coinplained.

“They should have protested

against being denied entry,” To said.
“However, it was unreasonable for
them to cause the disruption.”
Similarly, Chief Executive Donald
Tsang Yam-kuen believed such “bar-
baric behaviour” was unacceptable
and risked undennining freedom of
expression, a spokesman said.

Leung said the group had no
intention of causing trouble during
the forum or obstructing other par-
ticipants from expressing their views.

Aspokesman for the Home Affairs
Departiment said those who had re-
served seats through a telephone
hotline were admitted first.

The government is seeking the
public’s views on whether what it
says is a loophole that enables abuse
of by-elections needs to be closed, or

Gatecrashing stunt draws criticism

if the status quo of hwoiding by-elec-
tions to fill Legco vacancies arising
from resignations should stand.

Four cultural services assistants
three women and one man -were in-
jured during the disruption as pro-
testers rushed into the lecture hall of
the Science Museum on Thursday.

One of the injured women, only
identified by her surname, Young,
said she was pinned against the glass
door when protesters broke open the
otherside of the doorand rushed into
the lobby outside the lecture hall.

“My head and body were sand-
wiched between the glass door and
the crowd,” she said. “I felt severe
pain in my neck.”

» EDITORIAL A12

anar Police probe violence at forum

By JOSEPH LI
CHINA DAILY

HONG KONG — The police
said on Friday that they intend
to conduct a criminal investi-
gation into a disturbance that
erupted on Thursday night at
a forum to discuss the replace-
ment mechanism for legislators
who resign in mid-term.

Four staffmem-

Inside  bers of the Hong
Opinion,  Kong Science
pageH3  Museum, where

the forum was
held, were injured during the
melee.

Doors of the museum and
“flower pots inside the meeting
hall were damaged. Nobody
has been arrested, so far.

Political figures across the
spectrum condemned the radi-
cal protesters who caused the
disruption.

The nearly universal
response was that the disrup-
tion had infringed on the free-
dom of speech of others,

The outbreak occurred at a
consultation forum held by the
Constitutional and Mainland
Affairs Bureau. '

Activist lawmaker Leung
Kwok-hung, of the League of
Social Democrats, and activ-
ists from People Power, none
of whom had reserved seats
for the session, forced their way
into the meeting hall while the
forum was in progress.

There were physical confron-
tation with security guards.

The intruders finally occu-
pied the stage after shouting
down other participants.

The forum was disrupted for
about halfan hour before order
was restored.

Alegal academic said there is
no doubt in his mind that what
took place were criminal acts.

Dean of the Law Faculty

of University of Hong Kong
Johannes Chan said people
cannot claim the exercise of
speech freedom by restricting
other people’s right to express
their opinions.

Even if a person disagrees
with something, he cannot
prohibit other people from
speaking their views, lest he
infringes on other people’s free-
dom of expression, Chan said.

“When one breaks some-
thing in someone elses place,
it is clearly a case of a criminal
offense under the Hong Kong
law;” he commented.

Democratic Party lawmaker
James To, who is chairman of
the Legislative Council Panel
on Security, said an individual
is free to express his views in a
peaceful, rational manner.

The activists should not
obstruct other people by rush-
ing to the stage and occupying
it, he added. ’

“They were wrong and
should be condemned,” To
said.

Civic Party lawmaker Ron-
nie Tong opposed the use of
violence.

“I dor’t think expression

of views by violence will have
the support of the majority of
Hong Kong people;” he said.

Lawmaker Jeffrey Lam, from
Economic Synergy, agreed.

Lau Kong-wah, a lawmaker
from the Democratic Alljance
for the Betterment and Prog-
ress of Hong Kong, noted that
petitions involving use of vio-
lence are escalating and that
they jeopardize people’s rights
to express their views.

The arrangement of an event
may have room for improve-
ment, he said, but that does not
mean one can use violence to
achieve their aim.

Lau said he will move a
motion to condemn the activ-
ists at the security panel meet-
ing on Sept 12.
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Some 100 people
demonstrate
outsidethe
governmernt’s new
headquarters,
protesting the
storming of last
week’s forum on
proposals toscrap
by-elections.
MUNG CHUN-HUNG

F3

Legco showdown looms on storming of forum

The controversial storming of a forum
on the government’s plans to scrap by-
elections by protesters on Thursday may
be headed for a fiery debate in the Legis-
lative Council.

Security panel chairman James To
Kun-sun said he will make a decision
within days on holding a debate after
studying Legco’s rules and procedures.

His remarks came after Democratic
Alliance for the Betterment and Progress
of Hong Kong lawmaker Lau Kong-wah
asked for consent to move a motion in
the panel’s special meeting next Monday
to condemn the storming of the Legco
by-elections forum at Science Museum.

The panel meeting was originally set
to continue discussions on policing dur-
ing Vice Premier Li Keqiang’s visit, and
security arrangements of the new gov-

SECURITY

g

ernment headquarters at Tamar, where
three reporters were arrested for attemp-
ted burglary before being released.

To said that as Lau’s proposed mo-
tion falls under the scope of the panel, it
will be dealt with at another meeting as
it cannot be tabled at the upcoming one.

Secretary for Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs Stephen Lam Sui-lung
was peppered with dog biscuits as
arrived for the forum on Thursday.

Later, protesters banged on the door
as he spoke before managing to get in.
About 100 protesters gate-crashed the
event, clashing with supporters of the
government’s proposals.

The clashes sparked a march by about
100 people yesterday, who marched to
the new government headquarters to
condemn Thursday’s fracas. They came

SS.CMP

from various groups, including the New
Territories Associationof Societies, and
urged police to strictly enforce the law
amid more radical tactics by protesters.

Earlier, atthe City Forum, DAB law-
maker Ip Kwok-him said there is room
for a review of the security zone
arrangements enforced during Li’s visit,
but he disagreed that authorities tried to
hamper freedom of expression.

Chinese People’sPolitical Consulta-
tive Conference member Lew Mon-
hung said that it’s a pity the community’s
attention was distracted from economic
and financial affairs by the row.

Hong Kong Journalists Association
chairwoman Mak Yin-tingreiterated that
the policing during Li’s visit was excess-
ive.

COLLEEN LEE

Civil servants blast protest at forum

Danny Mok
danny.mok@scmp.com

Four major civil servants’ groups
issued a joint statement yesterday
condemning the “uncivilised” be-
haviour of protesters who disrupted
RTHK’s City Forum.

The statement was released three
days after protesters gatecrashed the
consultation meeting at the Science
Museum and forced Constitutional
Affairs Secretary Stephen Lam Sui-
lung, who was hit by dog biscuits, to
flee backstage.

The Hong Kong Senior Govern-
ment Officers Association, the Gov-

ernment Employees Association, the
Government Disciplined Services
General Union and the Hong Kong
Civil Servants General Union ex-
pressed regret over the “uncivilised”
behaviour of people “proud of
damaging the social order”.

They said this kind of behaviour
would harm the development of the
city’s democracy.

Lew Mon-hung, a delegate to the
Chinese People’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference, and [p Kwok-him, a
Democratic Alliance for the Better-
ment and progress of Hong Kong
lawmaker, said the scenes at the
forum were an example of insuffi-
cient security. Referring to the con-

troversy over the heavy police opera-
tion during the visit of Vice-Premier
Li Keqiang (Z5234) to the University
of Hong Kong last month, Lew said:
“If the security measures had been
insufficient, Loke Yew Hall on August
18 would have become like the
Science Museum on September 1.”

Ip added: “If the protection was
notup to standard and Li was thrown
dog biscuits, it would be totally unac-
ceptable.”

But their remarks were rejected by
Samuel Li Shing-hong, one of the stu-
dents detained during Li’s visit.

He said such policing challenged
some of the democratic values
treasured by Hongkongers.




Civic groups decry forum violence

Petitioners say
developing trend
of radicalism
threatens stability

By ANDREA DENG
CHINA DAILY

sultation forum, said he lis-
tened as protesters blasphemed,
booed and shouted down those
attending the forum.

He described the scene as
chaotic. Desk and flowerpots
became part of the general
disarray. Some elderly people
who had come to the hearing
were jostled and shoved aside
by youthful protesters, who
ignored pleas to cease and
desist.

“This is not what a real free-
dom of speech or democracy
should be, when different opin-
ions are not voiced in a rational
way. If this kind of extremism

continues, the stability of Hong
Kong will be affected, and we
should not allow that happen,’
Ng said. .

Echoing Ng’s comment,
Tung Wai-ming, of the New
Territories Association of
Societies, remarked that this
kind of political violence was
an encroachment on the free-
dom of speech of others. He
contended that the rude behav-
ior may have violated the law,
going on to demand punish-
ment for the protesters.

“Political violence does no
good for the development of
Hong Kong’s political system. I

Sunday saw .the release of
statements by local civic orga-
nizations decrying the trend
toward violence as a form of
political expression. Many of
the groups directly petitioned
the government on Sunday,
saying that the developing cli-
mate presents a threat to long-
term stability of the SAR and
to the well-being of the people.

Members from the New Ter-
ritories Association of Societ-

suspect that it was a strategy to

gain constituencies. By doing
that, some candidates may be
trying to get attention viamedia
exposure,” Tung said.

Tung noted that the trend
toward greater violence, includ-
ing attacks on government offi-
cials, appears to be escalating
as protesters set out to conceive
new stunts to cause disruption.

“We strongly appeal that the
rule of law and Hong Kong’s
core value be protected: And
we're fully supporting the SAR
government to execute law
enforcement according to the
law” said Tung.

ies, Fong Chung Social Service
Centre, Kowloon Federation
of Associations, Confederacy
of Hong Kong Shanweij Clans-
men Ltd, among nearly adozen
groups, expressed opposition to
the aggressive conduct of pro-
testers who burst into a public
consultation forum on Thurs-

day night, occupying the stage

and disrupting the event for a
full half hour.

Eric Ng Chi-pui, a social
worker who attended the con-

The petitioners shouted slo-
gans calling on the authorities
to safeguard the rule of law.

“This is a civilized society
which endorses the rule of law.

Itis irresponsible and irrational

to use the freedom of speech
as an excuse to affect the same
right of others. It is not helpful
to propel rational and effective
discussion,” an unnamed peti-
tioner said.

Ng, the social worker, said it
is unfair that the government
has come under criticism for

-ignoring opposition voices. Dif-

ferent opinions were expressed
during the forum, he said.

“When they (the protest-
ers) were wearing masks and
nobody could see their faces,
they probably thought that
there was no responsibility;”
said Ng. ~

Lau Sze-ming, a 69-year-old
petitioner who was standing
behind the protesters in the
queue for vacant seats at the
forum, said she had never seen
such a scene before.

“I don’t think anyone will
support violence of any form.
I hope people stop acting
like that for the benefit and
peaceful lives of the citizens,”
Lau said.
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Lau Kong-wah to press
effort to censure violence

Lawmaker to make
“a second bid to table
motion next Monday

By JOSEPH LI
CHINA DAILY

The trend toward organized, radical
‘demonstrations is escalating in terms of
the numbers and the degree of violence,
Lau Kong-wah, lawmaker and vice-
chairman of Democratic Alliance for
the Betterment and Progress of Hong
Kong, said on Wednesday.

If the trend is not checked, he told
China Daily, he is afraid that similar
_ disturbances will continue and there
will be no peace in Hong Kong.

Lau said he plans to proceed with
a motion to the Legislative Council
(LegCo) Panel on Security next Monday
to condemn the violent acts and force-
ful entry of protesters who disrupted a
forum on Sept 1.

At the meeting at the Science Muse-
um, four members of the museum staff
were injured in a wild melee.

While Law’s motion specifically refers
to the incident, it is intended broadly to
refer to the escalation of disruptive
actions across the SAR. Individuals and
political organizations are not named,
according to Lau.

The intrusion into the forum has generated seri-
ous backlash from society, with many citizens
condemning the ugly, violent behavior. It must

be dealt with quickly or similar disturbances will

happen again.”

LAU KONG-WAH, LAWMAKER

Earlier, James To, the panel chairman,
had declined to accept the motion, say-
ing it had no bearing on the meeting
agenda.

To said he would treat the matter asan
itern under Any Other Business.

Lau voiced regret over Tos decision,
and urged the panel chairman to incor-
porate the motion as an urgent itern.

“The intrusion into the forum has
generated serious backlash from soci-
ety, with many citizens condemning the
ugly, violent behavior. It must be dealt
with quickly or similar disturbances will
happen again,” he said.

“As only five minutes are reserved for
Any Other Business, we cannot discuss
this in five minutes. I will also demand
this be included as an additional agenda
item at the start of the meeting, (To) as
panel chairman should not decide on
his own but should consult other panel
members;” Lau told China Daily.

“The intrusion into the fortum on Sept
1 was obviously pre-planned and well-
organized. That's why some of them

wore face masks and gloves;” he said.

“It may be difficult for police to
identify them but I trust police can find
them” :

Lau noted the petitioners threw
objects such as paper planes and dog
food at government officials as they
arrived at the forum on Sept 1 and on
previous occasions.

“Insulting behavior apart, such acts
amount to an offense if the objects hit
the officials, whether or not they feel
pain or are injured by the objects;” he
commented. ‘ :

Lau also said the acts of the petition-
ers were nothing short of intimidation
of other citizens.

“They only want others to listen to
their opinions, without giving a chance

" for others to express their views,” he

said. ;
Meanwhile, members of the LegCo
and the public continued to condemn
the rowdy mobs, of whom League of
Social Democrats lawrnaker Leung
Kwok-hung was seen as a leader.

Leung went on the offensive at a
news conference on Wednesday, try-

ing to defend his part in the melee. He

said the “social democrats” were not the
orchestrators of the incident, arguinghe
was also punched at the scene. '

The claim was immediately refuted by
legislator Wong Kwolk-kin.

“It is ridiculous to cloak their rough
conductand try to shift public attention
by saying that he was punched. It was
him who led the protesters storming

into the hall that caused the chaos,” said

Wong.

He said that barging into the forum
was unnecessary even if the protesters
disagreed with the proposed reform,
and that they could express their opin-
ions via letters to the government, or via
press coverage.

He added that Leung, as a legislator,
could also question the arrangements
for the consultation forum in the
LegCo.

Tung Wai-ming, of the New Ter-
ritpries Association of-Societies, who
attended a consultation forum in Sha
Tin on Aug 23, said different opinions,
both supporting and opposing the pro-
posed reform, were expressed and heard
in a peaceful manner.

Andrea Deng contributed to this story.

joseph@chinadailyhk.com
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Masked protesters declare
they have nothing to hide

New Youth activists show their true faces to dispel
allegations of violent protest at recent demonstrations

Tanna Chong
tanna.chong@scmp.com

Members of a pressure group
criticised for wearing masks yester-
day showed their faces and con-
demned violence at recent protests.

The New Youth activists said it
had never been their intention to
hide their identities, but criticised
officials for trying to shift the focus of
debate away from the govermment’s
plans to scrap by-elections.

“We are ready to bear responsibil -
ity forthe actions we take when wear-
ing masks, just as when we are not
wearing the mask,” said Lo Chun-
man (pictured, left}, chief editor of
the New Youth.

The 50-member social activist
group grew out of the online Golden
Forum which opposed the construc-
tion of the express rail link between
Hong Kong and Guangzhou in 2009.

“We never had any intention to
hide behind the mask.”

Some group members started
wearing Guy Fawkes masks
popularised by the movie V for Ven-
detta during protests in 2009.

Yesterday, the group’s members
sought to distance themselves from
other protesters who wore similar
masks but adopted more confronta-
tional tactics against the police.

“We understand the silent major-
ity in society loves peaceful and ra-
tional actions,” said the 20-year-old
Lo, an associate degree student. “We

Once we took off
the masks short-
haired men with
digital cameras
took pictures of
us non-stop

ANGEL CHAN CHING-YEE

took to the streets on major social
issues, including the anti-constitu-
tional reform movement in June last
year and the annual July 1 protest
marches.

“But we did not send members to
the recent government forums on its
plan to scrap Legislative Council by-
elections.

“The kind of activities we have
done is not different from those of the
Democratic Alliance for the Better-
ment and Progress of Hong Kong.

But we do not offer free meals and
trips,” he added, referring to incen-
tives offered by the pro-government
party to those who attend its rallies:~ -

The government and some media
groups have criticised the protesters
forviolence, but New Youth member
Angel Chan Ching-yee (centre), an
18-year-old cultural studies under-
graduate at Chinese University, said
thisshould not be the focus ofdebate.

“It seems to me that the govern-
ment wants to drag public attention
away from the malicious plan to
scrap by-elections, and put the pro-
testers and injured guards in a con-
frontational scene,” said Chan. “This
is not the way to harmony. The activ-
ists fight for rights for the suppressed
part of the society and the guards are
among this part. They should stand
together to fight for rights.”

She emphasised that New Youth
members never wanted to hide be-
hind masks, and that in any case this
would be futile because their identi-
ties had already been exposed.

“When we wore masks to last

. year’s July 1 rally, we took a rest after

reaching the central government
offices,” Chan said. “Once we took off
the masks to drink water, a group of
short-haired men with digital cam-
eras took pictures of us non-stop.”
John Lai Yin-chun, 19 (right), an-
other group member, said his family
knew he wore masks to protests.
“They never stopped me,” said
Lai, who is also a Chinese University
cultural studies undergraduate. “The
government should reflect on why
radical protests prevail despite over-
whelming condemnation from the
government and media,” he said.
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