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THE GLOBE AND MAIL fug

Toronto Council bans pet shop sale of dogs, cats, unless
they're from shelters

CARYS MILLS, The Globe and Mail, Wednesday, Sep. 21 2011

Dogs and cats sold in Toronto pet shops must now come from animal shelters,
rescue groups or people giving up animals for free.

Toronto city council voted unanimously on Wednesday to make the changes,
which aim to put an end to puppy and kitty mills.

Councillor Glenn De Baeremaeker put forward the motion. He said puppy
mills are bad for pets and consumers.

“They’re kept in small cages, they’re not socialized, they have immense
health problems,” he said. “Consumers are getting ripped off.”

The issue originally went to council in June but was postponed.

The council item is referred to as “Banning the Sale of Cats and Dogs in Pet
Shops,” but it actually sets out that shops cannot sell dogs or cats unless the
animals come from a municipal shelter, a Humane Society or registered
rescue group.

“It really slams the door closed on people who mass produce animals for
profit,” said Mr. De Baeremaeker, adding it should help to stop sales of such
animals at flea markets as well.

There is a movement across the country to try to restrict sales from puppy
mills. Last October, for example, Richmond, B.C., became the first Canadian
city to vote to ban all puppy sales at pet stores.

Toronto’s decision may further the movement to ban or restrict pets being
sold in shops, according to Liz White, from the Animal Alliance of Canada.

“The animal protection community from around North America has been
watching very closely at what was going on at Toronto city hall and how this
1ssue was unfolding,” she said.

URL: http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/toronto-council-
bans-pet-shop-sale-of-dogs-cats-unless-theyre-from-
shelters/article595110/
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CityNews

TORONT

City council set to tighten rules on pet shop sales

06/01/2011 | Ashleigh Smollet, CityNews.ca

In an effort to curb puppy mills and animal cruelty, a Toronto city
council committee has voted to restrict pet stores to selling dogs and cats
that only come from shelters, humane societies and certified breeders.

Reputable breeders will include registered humane societies, registered
shelters, municipal animal shelters and rescue groups.

The move is being seen as a
compromise to many animal
rights groups who were calling
for an outright ban on selling
dogs and cats in pet shops.

Toronto doesn’t currently
certify breeders, but advocates
for the change argue the cost
of certification would be
minimal compared to the
dangers of puppy and kitten : R :
mills, where animals are often  Figure 1 Labrador puppies for sale in a pet shop. AP
mass produced and kept in Photo/Damian Dovarganes

squalid conditions.

The full city council will vote on the measure on June 14.

If it passes, Toronto will become the second Canadian city to restrict the
sale of animals in pet shops. Richmond, B.C. decided to ban the sale of
dogs in pet stores in 2010.

URL: http://www.citytv.com/toronto/citynews/news/local/article/134283--city-
council-set-to-tighten-rules-on-pet-shop-sales
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fLos Angeles Cimes

L.A. council votes to ban stores from selling non-
rescue dogs, cats

October 24, 2012

Los Angeles lawmakers on Wednesday voted in favor of an ordinance that will
make L.A. the largest city in America to ban pet stores from selling dogs, cats and
rabbits obtained from commercial breeders.

The ordinance, which the City Council voted 12-2 to approve, targets puppy mills
and is designed to cut down on the tens of thousands of animals euthanized each
year in city shelters.

Under the law, individuals will
still be allowed to buy directly |-
from breeders, and pet stores will \
be allowed to sell animals that
come from shelters, humane
societies and registered rescue
groups. Stores found to be selling
animals from breeders may face
misdemeanor charges and a first-
time penalty of $250.

Animal rights activists hailed L \, }

L.A.’s approval of the ban as a

signal to other large cities to follow suit. Irvine, Hermosa Beach and West
Hollywood are among the more than 30 cities across the United States and
Canada that have passed similar measures in recent years, according to Elizabeth
Oreck, who has been leading the legislative effort on behalf of Best Friends
Animal Society.

L.A.'s ban also sends a message, she said, to breeders who frequently cut corners
to keep costs low at the expense of the animals.

“They’re inbred, they’re overbred, they're irresponsibly bred,” Oreck said.

But pet shop owners complained the ordinance is misguided and unfair.
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“It’s just making us suffer,” said Candice Ro, whose family has been selling small
dogs, including Yorkshire Terriers and English Bulldogs, at its Koreatown pet
shop for 11 years.

Ro said her store, Olympic Pet Shop, buys nearly all of its dogs from local
breeders who take good care of their animals. “If we were getting puppy mill
puppies that were sick we wouldn’t have stayed in business this long,” she said.

The ban was championed by Councilman Paul Koretz, a longtime supporter of
animal rights who said lawmakers have a duty to stick up for animals who
“cannot speak for themselves.”

The measure was opposed by Councilman Mitchell Englander, who voted against
the ban along with Councilman Bill Rosendahl.

Englander said the city doesn’t have the resources to enforce the law, and said it
will put L.A. pet stores at a disadvantage. During economically difficult times like
these, he said, government should be focusing on other things.

“With the limited resources we have, we’ve got to focus on the core services,”
Englander said.

Because Wednesday's vote was not unanimous, it must come back for a second
reading next week.

URL: http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2012/10/la-pet-store-sales-
ban.html
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@ PRWeb

Online Visibility from Vocus

LA becomes largest city to ban sale of
dogs, cats, rabbits

Los Angeles adopted an ordinance making the City of Angels largest city in the
United States to enact legislation that puts an end to the flow of animals from puppy
mills, the large commercial breeding farms that supply pet stores. In the future, dogs,
cats and rabbits in Los Angeles pet stores will be from shelters or rescue groups.

66 To continue importing
puppies and kittens from mills
in other states while we are
killing the surplus that are
already filling our shelters

simply doesn't make sense. ”

Sinclair rescued from a puppy mill on Best Friends Animal Society
"Pup My Ride" transport to new life.

Los Angeles, Calif. (PRWEB) November 01, 2012

The Los Angeles City Council formalized its approval of an ordinance (by a 13-2 vote)
that bans the retail sale of dogs, cats and rabbits--an important step on the path to
becoming the largest no-kill community in the United States.

This action on Wednesday, Oct. 31 also makes the City of Angels the largest city in
the United States to enact legislation that puts an end to the flow of animals from
puppy mills, the large commercial breeding farms that supply pet stores. In the
future, dogs, cats and rabbits in Los Angeles pet stores will be from shelters or
rescue groups.

“It's a very good day for the people and animals of LA,” said Elizabeth Oreck, Best
Friends’ national manager of puppy mill initiatives. “Not only will this restrict the
flow of animals coming into our city from pet mills and backyard breeders, it will
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help alleviate the pet overpopulation problem in our shelters by providing more
opportunities for rescued animals to find homes.

For the past two and a half years, Best Friends, under Oreck’s leadership, has been
working closely with the offices of the mayor and city attorney, as well as LA City
Councilmember Paul Koretz, L.A. Animal Services General Manager Brenda Barnette
and a few key stakeholders in the animal welfare community to craft an ordinance
that effectively shuts down the city of Los Angeles for the sale of these animals.

Los Angeles joins 27 other cities in North America, including Toronto and 10 other
California communities, in putting a major crimp in the pet store trade.

“More than 70,000 animals are euthanized in Los Angeles city and county shelters
every year -- at taxpayer expense,” said Oreck. “To continue importing puppies and
kittens from mills in other states while we are killing the surplus that are already
filling our shelters simply doesn't make sense. Today, Los Angeles took a reasonable
and progressive step to addressing these issues in our city.”

Oreck said the ordinance will not affect responsible, hobby breeders, who will
remain a source of purebred animals for those who are not able to find the purebred
of their choice through shelters, purebred rescue groups or online databases such as
Petfinder.com. In fact, the ordinance should actually help increase business for the
breeders in local communities, which is preferable to importing business from
outside of Los Angeles, she added.

Oreck said that she received calls and e-mails from people all over the country,
asking how they can enact an ordinance to ban retail sales of pets in their own
communities.

“We are witnessing a cultural shift that comes from true grassroots advocacy in

action. It is only a matter of time before there will be very few places where one will
be able to walk into a pet store and purchase an animal from a puppy or kitten mill.

URL: http://www.prweb.com/releases/2012/11/prweb10082022.htm
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r:‘; Your daily news magazine, from pets to wildlife

Breaking News: 70 Malls Across US To Ban Pet
Sales

October 11, 2011

GLOBAL ANIMAL EXCLUSIVE, by Madison Rootenberg

Global Animal just received news that shopping center developer Macerich is
banning sales of live animals in more than 70 malls across the US. This new
humane policy designed to break the puppy mill business chain is taking effect
nationwide within 30 days. Macerich confirmed that they will not renew the leases
of existing pet stores that sell animals and in their place, are opening humane stores
offering adoptions of rescued pets.

Some of the high profile shopping malls include Los Angeles’ Westside Pavilion,
which is opening a rescue store this month in association with the nonprofit Friends
of LA Shelters, Scottsdale’s Fashion Square, Chesterfield Towne Center in
Richmond, Virginia, and Santa Monica Place.

The mall developer’s pet sale
ban was a year in the making
and in large part, is the result of
the efforts of film producer and
animal activist, Jennifer A
Peterson. Hers is a story of how 40P
a personal experience can
illuminate one’s calling and be a
beacon for larger change.

KWORKS

Ms. Peterson grew up in Los
Angeles adopting animals and
surrounded herself with
likeminded rescuers. When a
close friend purchased a “designer” dog from BarkWorks pet store in Westside
Pavilion, the animal lover became an animal activist.

“I had a gut feeling it was bad,” Peterson explains. The pet store dog became sick
within a week of purchase, and Jennifer began to suspect a puppy mill connection.
Jennifer Peterson contacted BarkWorks and according to Peterson, the pet store
refused to take any responsibility for the sick pup.
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Peterson began researching puppy mills and how the industry supplies pet stores
with dogs who endure horrific conditions. She started a Facebook page called
“Boycott BarkWorks,” where people could post their experiences and reactions. The
page developed into a place to protest puppy mills and stores like BarkWorks that
sell bred animals.

Jennifer reached out to her friend Randy Brant, who is Macerich’s VP of
Leasing. Brant and others at Macerich knew little about puppy mills and were
appalled by what Jennifer Peterson had shared.

“I thought if I talked to him about how terrible it is, maybe there was a chance they
might go humane,” Peterson said. She contacted all 74 Macerich shopping centers to
find out how many pet stores offered rescued animals for adoption versus those with
dogs bred for sale. The numbers were disheartening for any animal lover.

Jennifer Peterson, Randy Brant and his wife, Dahli, worked for a year to help
Macerich develop the companywide pet sale ban in their malls.

“Communities love and support adoption. We are hoping this starts a domino effect
with other mall leasing companies across the country. Let’s get these shops out of
business,” said Peterson.

Macerich is proud of their trailblazing pet sale ban and hope to demonstrate that
animal welfare is good business. Encouraged by this landmark policy change,
Peterson is redoubling her efforts to shut down the entire puppy mill industry. She’s
certain it can happen by “ordinary” people getting involved.

“If you see a pet store, write a letter. Complain. Find out who the leasing company is
and let them know about puppy mills. Get involved and reach out to who you know. I
did something about it and I'm not special. Two years ago I had never even been to a
protest. People can do it.”

URL: http://www.globalanimal.org/2011/10/11 /breaking-news-70-malls-across-
us-to-ban-pet-sales/54618/
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