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To: Clerk to Panel on Information Technology and Broadcasting
November 20™, 2012
Dear Sir/ Madam:

lam deeply concerned about the cessation of Digital Broadcast Corporation
{DBC)'s radio service since approximately mid October of this year.

As a permanent resident of HK who have spent the earlier part of my career
in radio broadcasting in a senior management role and understand the
operational model and regulatory licensing regime of radio broadcasting in
Canada, | am aggrieved by this situation and shun to think that the fate of
DBC was “politically motivated”. [ am extremely concerned that Hong
Kong’s freedom of speech and expression has been dampened as
exemplified by this incident.

After a meaningful career in broadcasting including management and
operations, | started a career in the investment business. As a hedge fund
professional who is also a contributing columnist to several print and
electronic media with high circulation and penetration, | was invited by the
then management of DBC to host a radio program called “Running the Race
(B AL in December of last year. “Running the Race” has a “soft talk
and music format”, whose main theme is to invite guests of various
professions, background and life experience to share their views on “how
to live life to the fullest”. The program has no political overtone whatsoever.
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When DBC was forced to go off air, obviously, “Running the Race ¥V A4
B&” also had to come to an end. Although | am not part of the management
of DBC, | work very closely with them and my understanding was that
disputes between the shareholders of DBC could not come to terms, and
that the radio station ran out of cash to operate.

I have no affiliation with any political parties in Hong Kong. | am just
saddened by the fact that the service of BBC has to come to an end. While -
the Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development Mr. Greg So
commented that this is just “commercial disputes between the




shareholders”, I also believe that the government could “step in” earlier
and take action, instead of letting DBC station’s service to discontinue.

| would really want the HK SAR Government to explain to me, not as one of
the hosts of a DBC radio show, but as an ordinary permanent resident of
Hong Kong, the reason why DBC’s “halt of service” does not warrant a full
scale investigation? Why does the government turn a “blind eye” on the
incident?

DBC ultimately is regulated by the HK SAR government, and when a
“broadcasting service” came to a halt, “the public” is affected, the
government “should have and could have” intervened before the matters
became worse. Now that the DBC station is under “administration” from
the Deloitte accountants, | believe it is unlikely that services can be
resumed, at least in the foreseeable future. It is sad news also to realize
that the majority of legislators rejected holding an inquiry into DBC’s
halting of service. To extrapolate my point further, | am also concerned
about the “real reason” was of a political nature. Do people dare to “speak
for justice” anymore, or choose to remain silent?

Lastly, I would like to attach an extract of my article that was published on 5
Nov 2012 in the HK Economic Journal together with this submission, thank

you.
e

Edward Chin
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