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Major Viewsfrom the Public on Tenancy Control in Hong Kong
(recorded in the language in which they are reported)
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2013 | ® Michael CHUGANI, a current| ® Z73piishw G € & & o o5
affairs commentator, considered Bdlanad afhd o RS
that tenancy control was an AEFRA L LT ERR
effective  measure for  the S A LAY A TR ARAR

F 1z 1L LR

Government to confront the - AR B L
property developers.  Quoting EF -mpiERyF ek
himself as an example, he REFIFF G D f‘J 3% -
commented that the Government o A2 &% A&k FY g
had not been able to address the o FrfrRfie 2k E 2T
difficulties faced by the middle AL E A 2T
class who did not own any ¥ oo

property, by refusing to
reintroduce  tenancy  control
measures. L

(14 January 2013 and 10 April 2013, South
ChinaMorning Post)
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Chi YUEN, a current affairs

commentator, considered that
judging from the history of
implementation in Hong Kong,
the imposition of tenancy control
would help the Government to
maintain social stability and
would not hinder the progress of
the economy or harm the interests

of small property owners.
(2 February 2013, China Daily Hong Kong

Edition)
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Views opposing tenancy control
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® Mr Patrick LAU, former Director

of Lands, considered that while
the reintroduction of rent control
could curb exorbitant residential
and commercial rent increases,
such control would also aggravate

the supply shortage.
(14 February 2014, China Daily Hong
Kong Edition)
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The Hon IP Kwok-him of the
Democratic Alliance for the
Betterment and Progress of Hong
Kong commented that it would be
controversia to restrict owners to
increase rents as the residential

properties were their own assets.
(17 February 2014, the Standard)
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Considering that rental
expenditure is one of the major
expenditure items for poor
families, Mr KWOK Lit-tung, the
Chief Executive of the Christian
Family Service Centre,
commented that tenancy control
would benefit the poor in the long
run despite its negative impact on
housing supply. He considered
that it would be irresponsible for
the Government not to consider
rent control especially when there
were no better ideas to help these
families.

(19 February 2014, South China Morning

Post)
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Views opposing tenancy control
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Considering that housing is key to
poverty aleviation, Mr HO Hel-
wah of the Society for Community

Organization criticized the
Government for refusing to
introduce tenancy control

notwithstanding its focus on
poverty alleviation in the Policy

Address.
(10 March 2014, South China Morning
Post)
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Views opposing tenancy control
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Kwok-wing, a veteran member of
the Federation of Sub-divided Flat
Tenants, advocated a tenancy
control policy that guaranteed a
minimum of two year's tenure,
capped [rent increase] a a
maximum of 15%, and existing
tenants being given the priority to
renew tenancy contracts. He also
said that in the non-regulated
rental market, he had been forced

to move out more than once.
(14 March 2014, China Daily Hong Kong
Edition)

The Salvation Army interviewed
127 persons who were not
recipients of social security
assistance or public housing from
December 2013 to January 2014.
The Survey discovered that the
interviewees on average spent
62% of their income on rent,
whereas more than 80% of them
considered that reintroducing
tenancy control and aregular low-
income subsidy would be the most

effective ways to help them.
(24 March 2014, South China Morning
Post)
(24 March 2014, the Standard)
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Views opposing tenancy control
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Professor CHAU Kwong-wing of
the Department of Real Estate and
Construction, the University of
Hong Kong commented that there
had been no successful rent
control systems in the world, and
that the raison d'etre behind rent
control regimes in different
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countries was political reality.
(14 March 2014, China Daily Hong Kong
Edition)

® Dr MO Pak-hung of the
Economics Department, Hong
Kong Baptist University

considered that the Government
should increase the supply of
residential flats to restrain rent
instead of imposing rent control.
He considered such measures,
being microeconomic fine-tuning
policies that undermined the free
market philosophy, would make

both landlords and tenants lose.
(14 March 2014, China Daily Hong Kong
Edition)

When being interviewed, Mr Peter
WONG, alocal property investor,
commented that tenancy control
would curtall his financia
flexibility, and discourage him
from refurbishing hisflat. He also
added that rent control would
scare off property investors, and
make it more difficult for local
people to find appropriate
residential flats due to reduced

supply.
(14 March 2014, China Daily Hong Kong
Edition)

Mr  Vincent CHEUNG, the

Greater China National Director
of Cushman & Wakefield, an
international  property analyst,
considered that if tenancy control
cases were handled through the
regular court system, the system
would be cumbersome and
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expensive. He aso considered
that “installing a rent control
regime in a free market economy
like Hong Kong does not make
any sense’. To dleviate the
burden of the tenants, CHEUNG
suggested the Government to give
more tax alowance for rent

payments.
(14 March 2014, China Daily Hong Kong
Edition)
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