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Dear Legislative Council Members,

Re: Expose the Lies of Government Officials

Hong Kong Doctors Union (HKDU) is the unique trade union with doctor members in both public
and private services. Registered with the Trade Union Registry to look after the interests and rights
of doctors in their employer employee relationship, HKDU is committed to upgrade the standard of
medical doctors to cater for the health of the Hong Kong community.

HKDU puts interests and welfare of patients first when considering legislations conceming health
and medical issues. The recent Pharmacy and Poisons (Amendment) Bill 2014 contains some
acceptable recommendations, but those on written orders and lowering the requirement of authorized
person for drug manufacturing endanger patients and are unacceptable.

HKDU obtains the opinions of members before we put in our suggestions on their behalf and the
requirement to use written order as the only method of ordering drugs has been strongly opposed by
a majority of members and their patients. HKDU feels committed to explain how this requirement
affects patients’ health causing unnecessary delay in obtaining drugs. The Government repeatedly
claims that the Hong Kong Medical Association (HKMA) supports written order is not absolutely
true, as it reflects only the opinion of some HKMA council members lacking support from a survey
on her members.

Those who blindly support compulsory written method for ordering drugs cannot show any evidence
that using this method is superior to the conventional and efficient oral method. Instead the written
method causes delay in obtaining the correct medicine for the patients, exactly opposite to the
benefit they claim.

What is more irritating is the statement made by Ms. Janice Tse, Deputy Secretary for Food &
Health (Health) on the Bills Committee Meeting held at Legco Building on 20.5.2014, who dees not

know how the medical world function, that patients can go to the Hospital Authority if there is delay
caused by written orders. [s this the attitude of Food & Health Bureau to flood the overburdened
public medical system? Ms, Tse is totally irresponsible. s

Further Ms. Tse claims, as reported in the news media on 10.6.2014 (Anmex 1), there is doctor
overstocking ORAL Ketamine (K % - 53, a forbidden drug, who when challenged claim
ke did not order them. This show how ignorant Ms. Tsc is. ORAL Ketamine (K {7 - ) is
mot manufactured by any legal drug firm in the world. She is inventing this story to tarnish the
image of the medical profession and insuits doctors turning them into forbidden drug dealers.
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Since Ms. Janice Tse is making up stories, lacking credibility and not possessing the basic trust and
honesty government officials should possess, we ask her to step down from her office for the sake of
patients and citizens of Hong Kong.

In relation to the recent proposed Pharmacy and Poisons Amendment Bill 2014, we would like to
support the proposal made by Legislative Council members to retract the bill so that an effective and
thorough consultation process with all stakeholders involved can be conducted.

Yours truly,

a Jl
B

Dr. Ho Ock Ling Thomas
Hon. Secretary
Hong Kong Doctors Union
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