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English Translation

(for friends who cannot read Chinese)

To
Council, BV %% MIREHASEHEET
The Chairman and the committee members

c/o Legislative Council Secretariat

Re: Matters related to the Lantau Buffaloes and opinion

I, Leung Siu Wah (Jean), live on Lantau for more than 37 years.

For the past 6 years, | have spent much time, daily, 3-hour each day, without interruption,
taking care of a wild full grown buffalo with a broken rear leg, in the wet land area in Pui O,
Lantau. During this period, | have learnt much about the natural habitats of the wetland,
the life style of the wild buffaloes, and also | have made friends of people, local and
foreign, of great enthusiastic desire of nature. Also, | have made contacts with local
farmers, to whom | show my appreciation and thankfulness to their action of offering

feeding material of planation waste to wild buffaloes.

However, the above nice situations are now changed, because the wetlands, as a result of
human action of destruction, are now vanishing; the wild lives, wetland habitats and
buffaloes, are approaching to situation of vanishing and extinction; the Government
original planning “ Coastal Protection Area, CPA lands” is just an empty talk, no
enforcement power has been exercised, and involved Government Departments rely only
on grounds of private land ownership, and hence the Departments claim that they have no
statutory power to enforce the Law; complaints launched by residents have ended up with

much discontent.

To this, | have the following views:

(1) Adverse Possession

The time limit related to Law of Adverse Possession has been revised with a reduction

from 21 years to 12 years; the case of Lo Uk Tsuen butcher Mr. Tso’s descendants has been

successful with the result of taking over the ownership of other people’s land; the case of a



village woman, Lo Wai Village, has entered into legal battles with the existing landowners,
creating panic and fear amongst landlords of 5 villages nearby. To private lands, landlords
now employ professionals to survey the lands, and workers to put up barbed wiring and
sharp-edged metal enclosure; the result is that buffaloes will be hurt when entering for

feeding on grass.

(2) Destruction first

Government makes no compensation to owners of private lands for coastal protection use,
creating a feeling of private interest being deprived off. Some locals with special interest
get hold of or make us of these chances by convincing villagers to carry out dumping,
trenching, and tree felling, resulting great destruction to the wetlands, bushes and trees,
and hence turning the wetlands into something of no value to natural habitats (including
buffaloes). The effect is a creation of misunderstanding and hate between Villagers and

the Government.

(3) The Gray Area Zone

Some Government Officers and/or someone with authority frequently reveal the identities
and addresses of people who launch complaints who as a result will be blamed for the
action. What is more, some Government Officers, in the form of joking or just by normal
conversation, direct, give or leak the information to locals with authority by pointing out to
them the so-called Gray Area Zone or areas to which Government will not or cannot take
action, resulting great destruction to the environment and abusively making use of the

advantage of villagers.

(4) Complaint to nowhere

Some landowners, innocent and being abused, with their lands being dumped by others,
find no means to launch their complaints effectively; the concerned Government
departments, not willing to take up the case, will advise them to seek legal assistance from
private law firms . Even to Government owned lands, which have been illegally dumped,
Government Departments concerned will hardly take up action; no need to mention
dumping on private lands. Consequently, vast pieces of wetlands are lost and vanished;

territorial bull-fights amongst themselves for the scarcity of wetlands are often occurred.

(5) To sum up
| am convinced that problems or complaints related to the buffaloes of Pui O should not
be blamed solely onto these innocent and kind buffaloes, but also to the misdoing or

malfunctioning of Government who has not yet arranged a proper area for the livelihood



of the wild lives, and as a result, they will be led to the situation of extinction. Basically,
Government should solve this problem, not just dragging on and on. Otherwise these

buffaloes in Pui O wetlands will be vanished.

I now have the following suggestions:

A. Policy Improvement
To the law of Adverse Possession, protection to the existing landlords should be more
enforced; both parties can have a fair treatment. This will improve the situation of
calming down the panic and fear leading to land enclosure; the wetland habitats can
have a better chance to survive.

B. Land Exchange
The landlords of the wetland area can apply to Government for land exchange, and this
action can ease the tension of misunderstanding and hate between Government and
the People, and also the valuable wetlands can be more protected.

C. Cattle Management & Care
Government should give more support to AFCD to set up a cattle management centre
for the injured, the old, and the desexed cattle. (pl. refer to drawing attached for
location of the suggested centre)

(D) Funding for Protection
Government should support and/or provide funding to the Environmental Groups, to
village affairs office, and also helping farmers whose products have been damaged by

wild animals.

Jean
27/11/2014
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