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The Hong Kong Institute of Education (Amendment) Bill 2016

In relation to the agenda item under reference at the House Committee meeting
of the Legislative Council this Friday, I write to attach supplementary information on our
proposed two-step approach regarding the necessary legislative amendments leading to the
retitling of the Institute as “The Education University of Hong Kong (EAUHK)™.

This is in addition to our submission to the LegCo Panel on Education on the
same subject at its meeting on 1 February. In gist, the approach represents a broad consensus
of our staff, students and generations of alumni, who wish to witness the early birth of
EdUHK after more than a decade of concerted efforts. With your kind consent and support,
we hope the attached materials can be made available for the perusal by all Members of the
House Committee with a view to providing them with the context of the Amendment Bill in
their upcoming deliberation and consideration.

On behalf of the Institute community, may I thank you and all LegCo Members
once again for all your unfailing support rendered to the Institute over the years.

)\

Yours sincerely,

en Y.L. Cheung
resident

c.c. Secretary for Education
The Honorable Kenneth Chan Ka-lok

10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, New Territories, Hong Kong &8 # R A B ERE T
T +852 2948 6315 F +852 2948 6314 scheung@ied.edu.hk www.ied.edu.hk
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Supplementary Information provided to the House Committee
by HKIEd in relation to “The Hong Kong Institute of Education
(Amendment) Bill 2016”

Background

In preparation for the U-title, The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) has set
up a University Title Taskforce (UTT) since July 2015 with members drawn from the
Senior Management, staff associations and student bodies, alumni groups of
different generations as well as stakeholders. The membership list of UTT is at
Annex A.

Consensus on U-title

An Institute-wide engagement exercise was conducted from July to September 2015
through different channels to solicit views pertaining to the U-title and related matters.
In addition to discussion forums, a total of 24 focus group meetings were held during
the period with the participation of about 100 staff members, students, alumni and
stakeholders, followed by a large-scale opinion survey in September 2015 which
attracted close to 10,000 responses. Staff and students also gave comments and
feedbacks via a designated email account and an internal message board.

The message of the Institute community is loud and clear through the exercise. The
vast majority of staff, students and alumni have expressed their wish of taking a two-
step legislative amendment approach, i.e., dealing with the retitling first before
handling other proposed changes at a later stage. The two-step approach was also
endorsed by UTT members at its meetings held in July and October 2015.

During the consultation process, it is clear that most are not in favour of bundling the
U-title pursuit with other issues at this stage, as this might affect the U title progress.
Staff and student unions, hostel as well as alumni associations of different
generations also pledged their support for the early retitling of their alma mater. The
relevant statements are at Annex B.



Second-stage consultation

Pending attainment of the U-title, the Institute has pledged to embark on the second-
stage consultation with staff, students, alumni and stakeholders as soon as
practicable on the overall development of the future Education University of Hong
Kong (EdUHK) as well as its administration and governance-related issues, among
other things. The UTT will make recommendations to the Council should consensus
be reached.

In view of its broad representation, we will leverage the same UTT platform to
conduct consultations and seek to forge consensus on the key issues. We will start
with background research and benchmarking against the practices of local and
overseas universities before soliciting views and inputs from staff, students, alumni
and stakeholders through forums, focus groups and the UTT.

Institutional autonomy versus public accountability

As a matter of principle, EQUHK will continue to uphold academic freedom which is
the cornerstone of each university. Insofar as university governance is concerned,
the existing framework has been in place for decades, underpinned by a set of
fundamental principles. It therefore takes time for the local universities and the
community at large to thoroughly study and consider those issues, especially with
regard to the balance between institutional autonomy and public accountability.

Future development of EAUHK

To plan things ahead, HKIEd is currently devising its 10-year Strategic Plan with a
view to enhancing teaching and learning, research and knowledge transfer of the
future EAJUHK. The Institute will remain committed to sharing its research-based
outputs with the school sector.

The U-title is a due recognition of the contributions made by the entire education
profession. After its establishment, EJUHK will emerge as an education-focused
university dedicated to teacher education in Hong Kong. We will hold fast to our core
mission of nurturing talents to serve the education sector and beyond.

We sincerely call for support of LegCo Members in the passage of the Amendment
Bill so that our final-year students can graduate with degrees conferred by EQUHK
this year.



Annex A
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THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

Membership Composition of the University Title Taskforce

Chairman
President

Members

Senior management

N~ WNE

Vice President (Academic)

Vice President (Research and Development)

Vice President (Administration) and Secretary to Council

Dean, Faculty of Education and Human Development (FEHD) or nominee
Dean, Faculty of Humanities (FHM) or nominee

Dean, Faculty of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (FLASS) or nominee
Dean, Graduate School (GS) or nominee

Dean of Students

Staff associations

9.
10.

President of Academic Staff Association (ASA) or nominee
Chairperson of Staff Association (SA) or nominee

Student bodies

11.

12.

13.

14.

President of The 22nd Executive Council of the HKIEd Students’ Union (SUEC) or
nominee

Chairman of The 22nd Representative Council of the HKIEd Students’ Union (SURC)
or nominee

Chief Editor of The 22nd Editorial Board of the HKIEd Students’ Union (SUEB) or
nominee

Two student representatives from student residence halls

Alumni associations

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

Nominee from EdRingers

Nominee from Graduate Association of Colleges of Education

Nominee from Grantham College of Education Past Students’ Association
Nominee from HKIEd Jockey Club Student Quarters alumni group

Nominee from HKIEd Northcote Hall Alumni Group

Nominee from HKIEd TCSEN Alumni Association

Nominee from Northcote College of Education Past Students’ Association
Nominee from Rural Training College Alumni Association Limited

Nominee from Sir Robert Black College of Education Past Students’ Association
Nominee from The Educator Strings — The HKIEd Alumni Strings Ensemble
Nominee from The HKIED Alumni Association

Nominee from The HKIEd Business Alumni Association

Nominee from The HKIEd Grantham Hall Alumni Association

Nominee from The HKIEd Past Student’s Association of Early Childhood Teacher
Education

Nominee from The HKIEd T.I.H. Students’ Association


http://www.ied.edu.hk/flass/

Education stakeholders
30. Honorary Award Recipients
31. Members of the Presidential Advisory Group

Others
Co-opted member(s) as appropriate and when necessary

Secretary
A nominee from Communications Office (CO)

In attendance

Director of Communications (CO)

Director of Student Affairs (SAO)

Head of Alumni Affairs and Development Office (AADO)

One representative from Finance Office (FO) (where concerning budget resources)

June 2015
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Posting Date
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Message Expiry Date

Target Readers

- Academic Staff Association of HKIEJ HNEEE_——
| 2016-01-28 11:46

I NO

| 2016-02-27

. Staff,Students

x

Content | The Academic Staff Association (ASA) welcomes the decision of the Executive Council to grant

o Previous

university title to the Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd). This is indeed a significant step, taking

' us to the final stage of our decades-long pursuit of university title, which is the amendment of the Hong
Kong Institute of Education Ordinance in the Legislative Council. There have been many discussions
concerning the amendment of the Ordinance both inside and outside the HKIEd community. Based on
the majority view in the HKIEd community, the Executive Committee of the ASA would like to issue a
position statement with regard to the amendment:

“The ASA fully supports a two-step legislative amendment approach in the re-titling process. The first
step of the amendment only involves the changing of the name from The Hong Kong Institute of
Education to The Education University of Hong Kong (and to “& s # & K" in Chinese) while the rest
of the Ordinance remains basically unchanged. In the meantime, the ASA will remain open about the
model of governance in the second step, subject to the basic principles of academic freedom and
institutional autonomy being upheld. We would like to encourage colleagues to contribute their views on
the amendment process actively, so that we can come up with an Ordinance which is beneficial to the
development of the institute and the educational community at large.”
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From: Grantham Hall Alumni Association
Sent: 2016 4£ 1 H 29 H 12:21 PM

To: Alumni Affairs and Development Office

Subject: SZRFEEHE R4 R EEHE RS
R RICR MKEE A
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LI
EELEER SRS EEEG TR
29 JAN 2016

BB FERE &R EE £ € HKIEd Grantham Hall Alumni Association
Hdl Add.: FiEE R EE RS 10 SR B EZ 5 E R 5 &L Grantham Hall, HKIEd, 10 Lo Ping Road, Tai Po, N.T., Hong Kong
S Eml.: ghaa@ied.edu.hk

https://www.facebook.com/HKIEDGHAA
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SIR ROBERT BLACK COLLEGE OF EDUCATION PAST STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION LTD.
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