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Summary of views expressed/suggestions made by deputations/individuals at the meeting on 14 June 2016 

 
 

 Major views expressed/suggestions made 
 

Administration's response 
 

(1) The Public Health (Animals and Birds) (Animal Traders) 
(Amendment) Regulation 2016 would produce an unintended effect of 
legalizing private breeding of dogs.  If regulatory control over dog 
breeding activities was considered necessary, the Administration 
should introduce a single-tier licensing regime for dog breeders and 
subject all licensees to the more stringent Dog Breeder Licence 
Category B for more effective enforcement of the amended Public 
Health (Animals and Birds) (Animal Traders) Regulations (Cap. 
139B) and better protection of animal welfare. 

 

 

(2) The Administration should raise the threshold for the granting and 
renewal of dog breeder licences and put a cap on each type of licence 
to be issued under the new licensing regime. 

 

 

(3) The Administration should set out more stringent requirements in the 
Codes of Practice for licensed animal traders and dog breeders as part 
of the licence conditions, so as to safeguard animal welfare.   

 

 

(4) The Administration should require dog breeders to attend compulsory 
training to equip themselves with the necessary knowledge and skills 
for dog breeding.  Licensees and their staff (if any) should pass the 
relevant examination after completion of the training programmes. 
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(5) The Administration should allocate adequate resources and manpower 
for enforcing the enhanced regulatory regime, in particular conducting 
inspections on licensed animal traders/dog breeders from time to time 
for compliance check. 
 

 

(6) The Administration should take into account the terms and conditions 
in land leases and deeds of mutual covenant of a building in 
determining whether or not to grant/renew a dog breeder licence.  To 
avoid nuisance caused to neighbouring residents and to protect dogs 
from a poor breeding environment, the Administration should 
consider prohibiting breeding activities at residential buildings. 

 

 

(7) The Administration should exercise due care in considering 
exemption for animal welfare organizations from the requirement to 
obtain an Animal Trader Licence, so as to prevent illegal pet trading 
activities conducted by commercial breeders who operate under the 
disguise of animal welfare organizations. 

 

 

(8) The Administration should consider extending the licensing system to 
cats and other pet animals. 

 

 

(9) The Administration should make reference to animal protection 
legislation in developed countries/places and provide a timetable for 
reviewing the new licensing regime after its implementation.   

 

 

(10) The Administration should work towards the objective of achieving 
"zero pet trading" and consider imposing a total ban on animal trading 
and breeding in future.  The Administration should also promote 
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adoption of animals to reduce the number of animal trading. 
 

(11) The Administration should set up a dedicated bureau/department to 
formulate policies on animal welfare and oversee the regulation of 
animal trading and related business. 
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