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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

This Panel expresses deep grief at the spate of student suicidal
cases that have occurred in the current academic year. We
consider that these suicidal cases, instead of simply caused by one
single factor or personal factors, were related to various policy
and institutional issues. This Panel urges the Administration to
introduce "School Retreat Day" in schools across the territory so
as to create room for listening to students' voices and needs,
strengthening the relationship among students, teachers and
parents, as well as enhancing and realizing the concept of life
education. Meanwhile, the Administration must support
education workers and provide them with sufficient time to take a
rest and consolidate their work experiences; reduce and
discontinue unnecessary homework, drilling and examinations
across the board; and offer more choices of curriculum and school
activities for students and parents.

This Panel also urges the Education Bureau, the Labour and
Welfare Bureau, the Food and Health Bureau to establish an
inter-departmental coordination mechanism to promote and
implement the mental health policy and support measures; deploy
additional  professional  manpower, including teaching,
counselling and medical staff; introduce overall improvements to
the ratio of class to teachers and the ratio of class to school-based
professionals, so as to release learning and teaching capacity to
facilitate the provision of support to students. This Panel also
proposes that the Government should review how pressure on
students has changed subsequent to the implementation of the
new senior secondary curriculum and the Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination, and that the Government
should increase the number of subsidized university places in the
long run to alleviate the competition pressure on students.

(Moved by Dr Hon Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung and seconded
by Hon CHEUNG Kwok-che, Hon IP Kin-yuen, Hon Dennis
KWOK and Dr Hon Kenneth CHAN Ka-lok)
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Wording of the Motion

(Translation)

A motion on "Returning a happy childhood to students" moved by
me at the Council meeting of 5 November 2014 urging the
Government to face up to the pressure on students and introduce
measures to resolve the problem was unanimously passed. The
Education Bureau ("EDB") subsequently provided a progress report
on the motion in February 2015, but the report did not adequately
and fully follow up the suggestions made by me and by other
Members. It is evident from the recent spate of student suicidal
cases that EDB is duty bound to take actions to ease the problem
but little progress has been made in reviewing the education system
and alleviating the pressure on students. This Panel urges the
authorities to follow up the motion on "Returning a happy
childhood to students"” and the views expressed by all the Members
who spoke on the motion; face up to the harm done by the
education system to students; include a review of the education
system into the matters to be dealt with by the relevant committee;
and expeditiously embark on a study covering the following areas:

(1) to formulate a set of happiness assessment indicators for
students so as to gauge, through focus groups, students' levels
of satisfaction towards school life, learning and their
relationship with families and peers, while EDB and individual
schools are required to follow up such assessment results;

(2) to conduct a comprehensive survey, on a territory-wide basis,
on the amount of homework in primary and secondary schools
as well as the relationship between the amount of homework
and the pressure on students, so as to ensure that schools
allocate time slot(s) during lesson time for students to
complete their homework at school;

(3) to study the changes in the psychological quality of university
students in coping with pressure before and after the
implementation of the new senior secondary academic
structure;



(4) to expeditiously respond to the measures proposed in the
motion on "Returning a happy childhood to students”,
including devising comprehensive and sustainable education
programmes for parents and teachers so as to enable them to
impart positive energy to students; to widely promote "flipped
classroom" and other innovative pedagogies; and to provide
diversified pathways to students to reduce the examination
pressure on them.

(Moved by Hon Michael TIEN Puk-sun)
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