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Regarding Sustainable Lantau Office — Enquiry 2

Regarding The Honourable CHU Hoi-dick’s questions, after consulting the
Transport and Housing Bureau (THB), the Security Bureau, the Highways
Department (HyD), the Census and Statistics Department and the Civil
Engineering and Development Department (CEDD), our replies are given as
follows.

Question (1) Basis for Population Estimation

As the East Lantau Metropolis (ELM) project is a key task for the
Sustainable Lantau Office (SLO), and creating “capacity” has been
stressed repeatedly in the sections about the ELM in the public
consultation documents for the Hong Kong 2030+, we hope that the
Government can provide further information regarding population change:

(1) Please inform us of the number of immigrants under the admission
schemes of talents/professionals and similar schemes, as well as the
distribution by their nationalities and occupations, in the past ten
years.

(2) Please inform us of the respective numbers of immigrants and
emigrants, excluding those for family reunion, in the past ten years.

(3) Please inform us of the number of young people from China who
eventually secure employment or settle in Hong Kong due to their
studies at universities or research institutes in Hong Kong, as well as
the distribution by their occupations, in the past ten years. If no such
information is available at the moment, please pledge to compile the
relevant data, carry out surveys and provide this Subcommittee with
supplementary information.

Reply : The Development Bureau is collecting the related information from
relevant bureau and department and will reply separately.

Question (1) Transport Project between the ELM and Hong Kong Island

As the study on the cross harbour transport infrastructure project
between Kennedy Town and Kau Yi Chau will be completed soon, please
inform us of the following:

(1) The daily and total annual marine traffic volume of the related
waters at present, as well as the water depth, wave and underwater
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situation.

(2) The tunnel construction methods selected tentatively, immersed tube
tunnel or large tunnel boring machines (similar to the Tuen Mun-
Chek Lap Kok Link (TM-CLKL)).

(3) (If large tunnel boring machines will be used to construct the tunnel)
The cost of the large tunnel boring machines of the TM-CLKL and
whether they can be used in the cross harbour transport
infrastructure project between Kennedy Town and Kau Yi Chau at
the same time.

(4) (If large tunnel boring machines will be used to construct the tunnel)
Explain with specific documents the difficulties in constructing the
TM-CLKL, the ways to overcome them and the review carried out.

(5) The anticipated impact of this project on the western part of Hong
Kong Island as a whole (with map provided).

(6) The estimated traffic flow.

Reply : The objective of the study is to evaluate the preliminary engineering
feasibility of the transport infrastructure connecting western Hong Kong Island
and the ELM as well as its interface with the "Land Use Review on the
Western Part of Kennedy Town", in order to avoid affecting the developments
at Kennedy Town. As regards the information requested by The Honourable
CHU Hoi-dick, the reply is as follows:

(1) We did not collect relevant data on maritime traffic in the study. The
marine traffic impacts during the construction stage will be assessed in future
studies. Within the study area, the depth of the Southern Fairway is about 15
meters the deepest and that of the Western Fairway is about 35 meters the
deepest (see Figure 1 for locations of the fairways). The wave height in this
area is less than 0.3 meters most of the time while the average highest wave
height is about 3.3 meters. The seabed is mainly composed of mud and
alluvium.

(2) In the study, we have formulated a number of possible options for the
transport infrastructure connecting western Hong Kong Island and ELM,
including the use of Immersed Tube Tunnel or Tunnel Boring Machine for the
construction of tunnels. These preliminary options are subject to future
technical studies to ascertain their feasibility.

(3) & (4) We have not decided the construction method for the transport
infrastructure connecting western Hong Kong Island and ELM.



(5) Based on the results of the study so far, the connection points of the
possible options for the transport infrastructure connecting western Hong Kong
Island and ELM are all outside the boundary of the "Land Use Review on the
Western Part of Kennedy Town". It is anticipated that the transport
infrastructure will not cause any insurmountable impact on the overall
development of the western Hong Kong Island.

(6) Traffic flow estimation is not the main objective of the study. It will
be evaluated in future studies.

Question (I11) Tung Chung East New Town

(1) Can the Government provide the proposal of the Mass Transit
Railway Corporation Limited (MTRCL) with the commercial
information hidden?

(2) Please inform us whether this Subcommittee will be specifically
consulted on the subsidy regarding property development and public
space during the negotiation between the Government and the
MTRCL? Please inform us of the roles of the departments apart
from the CEDD/Development Bureau (DEVB).

(3) Please provide a map showing the locations of all the potential public
markets in Tung Chung, particularly in Tung Chung East.

Reply:

(1) &(2) According to the THB, they invited the MTRCL to submit a
proposal for the implementation of the Tung Chung West Extension and Tung
Chung East Station in January 2017 according to the indicative implementation
window recommended in the Railway Development Strategy 2014. The
Government will evaluate the proposal. In accordance with established
procedures, the Government will consult the public, including the Legislative
Council (LegCo), on the detailed alignment, locations of stations, mode of
implementation, cost estimate, mode of financing and actual implementation
timetable before confirming any new railway schemes.

(3) There are market facilities and other fresh food retail shops in Tung
Chung New Town, including the wet markets in Yat Tung Estate and Fu Tung
Estate. Wet markets will also be provided in public housing developments in
Tung Chung Areas 56 and 39 which are under construction with tentative
completion date in 2017 and 2018 respectively. When implementing the public
housing development projects in Tung Chung East and West Extensions
(including Areas 99, 100, 103, 109, 114, 117, 119, 122 and 133 in Tung Chung
East, and Areas 42 and 46 in Tung Chung West) in future, the Hong Kong
Housing Authority will consider provision of markets or other retail facilities
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subject to the need. According to the Tung Chung Extension Area Outline
Zoning Plan (OZP) and Tung Chung Town Centre Area OZP, ‘Market’ use is
always permitted within “Government, Institution or Community” and
“Residential (Group A)” zones.

The Government has initially identified a suitable site in the east of
Tung Chung East Extension Area to build a sizable public market. The site is
close to the proposed Tung Chung East MTR Station, thus facilitating its link
with the existing Tung Chung MTR Station and the proposed Tung Chung
West MTR Station. As the site is also close to public transport interchanges,
the new market is accessible to more members of the public. It will not only
cater for the needs of the residents in the new development area, but also the
needs of the population in the Tung Chung area. The relevant bureaux and
departments will collaborate closely and take forward the work concerned in
the detailed design and implementation stage of the Tung Chung New Town
Extension. The location of the site is still subject to the detailed design of the
Tung Chung New Town Extension and therefore cannot be shown at this stage.

For the location of the sites and projects mentioned above, please
refer to the attached Tung Chung Extension Area OZP and Tung Chung Town
Centre Area OZP.

Question (1) Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB)

(1) Will the commissioning of the HZMB be delayed due to the incidents
of seawall collapse and the corruption related to construction
materials? What is the latest estimated completion date of the
topside development project at the Hong Kong Boundary Crossing
Facilities Island?

(2) Professor Anthony CHEUNG Bing-leung, Secretary for Transport
and Housing, mentioned that *“the estimated traffic flow is being
updated” when this Subcommittee was deliberating on the
application for additional funding for the HZMB in end 2015 and
early 2016. Why has the information not been disclosed yet? Are
there any China factors that cannot be told? When is it expected to
be ready for disclosure?

(3) The CEDD is also involved in the corruption cases related to
construction materials. Please provide the account given by the
CEDD or the DEVB, and inform this Subcommittee of the entire
course of events and the review carried out, as well as ways to prevent
similar cases from happening in the topside development project of
the HZMB and other projects. Please note that | do not wish your
department or the DEVB to transfer the question to the THB for “a
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consolidated reply”.

Reply:

(1) & (2)  The enquires related to HZMB have been referred to the THB and
they will reply the LegCo separately. Besides, the premise for the topside
development of the Hong Kong Boundary Crossing Facilities Island is not to
affect the commissioning of the HZMB. The project on the topside
development is now under planning, engineering and architectural study stage
and the land use proposal is still being formulated. The stage 2 public
engagement is planned to be held in end of this year or early next year. As
such, the final completion date is not available.

(3) Regarding the incident of alleged falsified concrete tests for the
HZMB related projects in Hong Kong involving some staff members of a
laboratory outsourced by the CEDD, the Government already made the
response in the press release on 23 May 2017. The Secretary for Development
(SDEV), the Acting Secretary for Transport and Housing, the Director of Civil
Engineering and Development (DCED) and the Director of Highways then
jointly convened a press conference on 25 May 2017 to explain the incident,
the current status and follow up actions. The speeches of SDEV and DCED (in
Chinese only) are attached (Enclosure).

Besides, the Government submitted two papers to the LegCo Panel on
Transport on 2 June 2017 to report the latest status on the follow-up actions
undertaken by the THB and HyD as well as the latest developments of the
investigation undertaken by the DEVB and CEDD on the incident of alleged
falsified concrete test reports, including the improvement measures adopted.
The papers and the related issues were discussed in a special meeting of the
Panel on Transport on 5 June.

Question (V) Sufficient information should be provided so that this
Subcommittee can have enough information to consider the relevant staff
establishment.

I notice that none of the documents mentioned in my letter dated 26 April
to the Chairman of this Subcommittee and the Government has been
provided to this Subcommittee.  Without sufficient documents for
particular projects, this Subcommittee will not have enough information to
determine whether such projects should be part of the work of the SLO,
and cannot assess whether the relevant staff establishment is adequate or
redundant.

Please provide an extract of all the studies which can be completed within
this year, with the original study documents to be provided to the Finance
Committee as supplementary information before deliberation.
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Reply: We expect that the following four studies can be completed this year
and the extract for each item is provided below:

(1)

()

Technical study on Transport Infrastructure at Kennedy Town for
Connecting to East Lantau Metropolis — Feasibility Study

The study aims at evaluating the preliminary technical feasibility of the
transport infrastructure between Kennedy Town and the East Lantau
Metropolis (ELM) taking into account the existing, planned and potential
developments at Kennedy Town and the potential interface with the ELM.

The scope of study mainly comprises the evaluation on the interface
between the proposed transport infrastructure and the “Land Use Review
of Western Part of Kennedy Town”; the identification of the constraints
that the “Land Use Review of Western Part of Kennedy Town” may pose
to the transport infrastructure with recommendations on the corresponding
measures to ensure the feasibility of future transport infrastructure
development; the preliminary traffic and transport impact assessment and
the preliminary feasibility study on transport infrastructure.

As regards the transport infrastructures connecting the ELM and western
Hong Kong Island, the study has not identified any insurmountable
technical problem so far. Based on the study result up till now, the
possible connection points at western Hong Kong Island under different
transport infrastructure schemes are outside the boundary of the “Land Use
Review on the Western Part of Kennedy Town”. It is anticipated that the
transport infrastructure project will not cause any insurmountable impact
on the overall development of western Hong Kong Island.

Technical Study on Development at Siu Ho Wan and the Associated
Transport Infrastructures - Feasibility Study

The above study aims at assessing the preliminary engineering feasibility
and formulating initial development extent of Siu Ho Wan reclamation and
the nearby landside development, and to recommend initial land use
themes and feasible schemes for road and railway connections.

The scope of study mainly comprises the investigation of initial land use
themes, the preliminary traffic impact assessments, the preliminary
feasibility study on transport infrastructures, the preliminary reclamation
and the nearby landside development study, the preliminary ecological
review, the Chinese White Dolphin survey and site investigation, etc.

As regards Siu Ho Wan reclamation, Siu Ho Wan landside development
near North Lantau Highway and the associated transport infrastructures,
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3)

(4)

the study has not identified any insurmountable technical problem so far.
In consideration of the development constraints such as the designated
Brothers Marine Park, the reclamation extent of Siu Ho Wan will be
reduced from 100-150 hectares to about 60-80 hectares. After completion
of the study, we will formulate as necessary the study scope and
implementation programme of future detailed studies in next stage.

Preliminary Feasibility Study of Spa and Resort Development at
Cheung Sha and Soko Islands

The above study aims at exploring and formulating a spa and resort
development proposal that is environmentally and commercially viable.

The scope of study mainly comprises establishing the market positioning
for the spa and resort development at Cheung Sha and Soko Islands, and
proposing the development scale of the spa resort, hotel grade and value-
enhancing clustering facilities. The study would conduct preliminary
technical assessment on the proposed structures, environment and ecology,
supporting transport facilities, land use planning, electrical and mechanical,
and finance, etc. In addition, the study would assess the commercial
viability of running the spa resort and other value-enhancing clustering
facilities.

Based on the study result up till now, the financial viability of the project
is not satisfactory.

Preliminary Feasibility Study of Cable Car from Ngong Ping to Tai O

The above study aims at exploring and formulating a development
proposal for a safe, efficient, reliable and environmentally and
commercially viable cable car system.

The scope of study mainly comprises the assessment of the cable car
system (alignment option, aerial ropeway system, garage, maintenance
workshop, control centre, etc), and the provision of necessary
infrastructure in Ngong Ping and Tai O, etc. The study would conduct
preliminary technical assessment on the proposed structures, environment
and ecology, supporting transport facilities, land use planning, electrical
and mechanical, and finance, etc. In addition, the study would assess the
commercial viability of operating the cable car system.

Based on the study result up till now, the financial viability of the project
IS not satisfactory.
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