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MOTION UNDER ARTICLE 73(5) AND (10) OF THE BASIC LAW OF
THE HONG KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION OF THE
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

PR{E5E 2018 &F 10 A 31 HEPEMIERT 5

Continuation of debate on motion which was moved on 31 October 2018
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MS CLAUDIA MO: It is quite a sorry sight to hear that official speaking like
some broken gramophone. He said, "Oh, when it comes to visa applications or
extensions, we may approve them, we may deny them, it is all very normal.
But, by the way, we should also note our ban on 'Hong Kong independence'
talk." How dishonest, how intellectually dishonest, can he be?

There was this Beijing loyalist by the name of Gary CHAN Hak-kan, who
said something like "if | came to your place and you refused to let me in, you
would not need to tell me why". With him, | probably do not need to do that,
but who does Gary CHAN think Hong Kong is a private property of? My place
IS my private property. Whose private property is Hong Kong? Beijing's?
Carrie LAM's? That sort of argument is not just juvenile; it is infantile. What
a farce!

On the one hand, government officials, Carrie LAM included, stupidly,
moronically refused to either confirm or deny that this Victor MALLET
controversy is all political. They would not do it; not quite, anyway. But, on
the other hand, all the Beijing toadies in this Legislative Council would confirm
to you, "Oh, yes, Mrs LAM's Government is doing all that at the behest of
Beijing, and Mr MALLET is practically guilty of, firstly, advocating albeit
inadvertently 'Hong Kong independence’; secondly, harming, again, indirectly
Chinese national security; and thirdly, promoting or at least condoning hate
speech, or virtually committing some hate crime."” But whatever happened to
our autonomy, our “one country, two systems" promise? All out of the window.
Only "one country" applies, they say. They are turning Hong Kong into some
Mickey Mouse city, and this Government, this Administration, a Mickey Mouse
regime. In effect, they are saying that Victor MALLET, somehow as a
journalist and as some vice president of some club, has committed the crime
of "political incorrectness™, thus causing a huge loss of face to Beijing and he
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needs to be punished. That is the message, not just to Hong Kong but to the
international community. It is a confirmation that the Carrie LAM Government
IS a puppet government. What she did was just ... She is so eager to please her
boss up north.

And indeed, somebody—I forgot who now, as they are all quite
faceless—actually quoted the Chinese Foreign Ministry's statement, which was
put out earlier on, to the effect that "we, China, resolutely oppose any external
forces providing a platform—so they repeated—for 'Hong Kong independence'
elements to spread fallacies”. Very sadly, one big fallacy about Hong Kong is
that people would keep asking, "Don't you have free press, still, and free speech?
Aren't you just speaking now?" The sad thing is, | am speaking here, thank
God, and | am still under some powers and privileges protection which is official
in the name of the legislature. But what about people out there? "Red
Star" over Hong Kong. Free press? Self-censorship has been so, so rampant
ever since 1997 amidst Hong Kong's local press. Thank you very much for fear,
for favour!  And free speech? Carrie LAM now reminds you there are red lines
which can go up and down, back and forth. You watch out!

If Carrie LAM thinks she could have humiliated a foreign journalist as
such, she is quite wrong. She has actually put a gold medal in Mr Victor
MALLET's journalistic career. Thank you. And this very sorry saga has left a
very huge, absolutely mammoth black mark in Hong Kong's journalistic history.
Hongkongers, journalists in particular, will never forgive or forget that.

Many people would wonder why Carrie LAM, as a long-time career civil
servant, bothered to stage such a farce altogether. The reply naturally was that
she was just being sort of a "yes woman" to Beijing. She had to do it, and she
has always to do what Beijing orders her to. A veteran journalist friend of mine
called this "the banality of evil". The Banality of Evil is the title of a book
describing somebody who is harmless on the surface, almost innocent looking,
but could do works of evil for his employer, his boss, or his superior. Evil could
appear very banal. Hongkongers, watch out. This veteran journalist friend of
mine is actually a Hongkonger just like you and me. He has been around for at
least 40 years in Hong Kong. He is a permanent Hong Kong resident. He does
not need any work visa or any permit from the Government to work in Hong
Kong as a journalist. He has been a journalist all these four decades. What if it
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was him and not Victor MALLET that got into the centre of this controversy?
What was the Carrie LAM Government going to do about him?  Throw him into
jail?  Expel him back to England? He is an Englishman. What was the
Government going to do about him? | cannot think. | do not want to think
about it because anything terrible could just happen with this Government now.
It is going authoritarian, they say, and | agree.

Carrie LAM can dismiss all our political talk. She would say, "A
speculation.” And then she would not give any explanation, let alone any
revision of this visa decision for Mr MALLET. And what is the conclusion? |
would call it "Mainlandization" of Hong Kong, a further step in that direction,
and telling not just Hong Kong but the international community that out of
official spite or vengeance the Government can just do anything to sort of take it
out on anyone it thinks fit. What is the opposition going to do about it?
Seriously, not much, except talking about it.

Two years ago, | told The Guardian newspaper in the United Kingdom that
that could be, at the time, marking the beginning of the end of Hong Kong.
Now, today, in 2018, the end of Hong Kong seems to be happening very fast. It
Is fast-forwarding. That reminds me, again, of some of the parting words made
by Hong Kong's last colonial governor, Chris PATTEN. He said something to
the following effect: "My anxiety is not that this community's autonomy would be
usurped by Beijing, but that it could be given away bit by bit by some people in
Hong Kong." That is exactly what is happening these days. Try what you may
to attack free press and free speech. But free press and free speech are
humanity, and humanity never dies.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 29 were present, 9 were in favour of the motion and 19 against it;
while among the Members returned by geographical constituencies through direct
elections, 32 were present, 15 were in favour of the motion and 17 against it.
Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of the two groups of
Members present, he therefore declared that the motion was negatived.
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Adjourned accordingly at 7:33 pm.
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