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(Translation)

"According to the statistics of the Hong Kong
Housing Authority and the Census and Statistics
Department, the number of people aged 60 or
above living alone in public rental housing
("PRH") increased from 59 694 to 96 705 in the
past ten years, and the number of people aged 60
or above waiting for PRH increased from 21 942
to 33726 in the past five years, reflecting the
continuous and increasing demand for PRH by the
elderly aged 60 or above. At present, the
average waiting time of non-elderly people has
increased from 4.7 years in 2017 to 5.5 years in
2018. If the government policy of raising the
age threshold of elderly Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance from 60 to 65 is extended to
apply to the age limit imposed on the elderly for
making PRH applications, the PRH waiting time
of the elderly aged between 60 and 64 will then be
further lengthened.

In this connection, this Panel urges the
Government, as far as all PRH application
schemes for the elderly are concerned, the
threshold of old age should be maintained at 60,
S0 as to enable grass-root elderly people to move
into PRH units as early as possible and achieve

the objective of "ageing in place".
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