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(Translation)

In respect of improving the payment facilities on
public light buses operating on non-scheduled
routes (red minibuses ("RMBs")), this Panel urges
the Government to:
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(1) provide incentives such as financial assistance
to assist RMB owners to install Octopus card
processors in view that the Government will
introduce a non-means tested Public Transport Fare
Subsidy Scheme next year to provide fare subsidy
to commuters who use Octopus cards to travel on
designated modes of public transport, including
RMBs, but most RMBs are currently not equipped
with Octopus card processors, rendering their
passengers unable to benefit from the Scheme;

(2) extend the application of the $2 concessionary
fare enjoyed by the elderly to RMBs when all
or most RMBs are installed with Octopus card
processors; and

establish a mechanism for investigating and
following up complaints and conduct regular
inspection to see if Octopus card processors on
RMBs have been abused, and step up publicity
against such abuse.
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(Translation)

As the current eligibility threshold for the Public
Transport Fare Subsidy Scheme ("Scheme") is
high with the percentage and maximum amount of
subsidy being set, rendering short-haul and
medium-haul commuters unable to benefit much
from the Scheme, | call upon the Government to
enhance the Scheme by lowering the monthly
public transport expense threshold for commuters
to $300 or below, and raising the percentage of
subsidy to 33% or more and increasing the
maximum amount of subsidy with a view to
benefitting more commuters.
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(Translation)

As the Administration has stated in its paper that
iIf commuters fail to collect the public transport
fare subsidy within a period of three months, they
cannot claim the subsidy after that period, and
such arrangement may render some commuters
who have forgotten to collect the subsidy unable
to do so, this Panel requests that the
Administration should study the extension of the
period for collecting the public transport fare
subsidy to 12 months so as to enable more
commuters who might have forgotten to collect
the subsidy within 3 months to collect the relevant
subsidy.
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