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(Translation)

Given that taxi owners may adjust upwards the
taxi rental following an increase in taxi fares and
the income of rentee-drivers may not necessarily
increase as a result, and that taxi fares were
already increased by about 10% in 2017, this
Panel objects to the present applications for
increasing taxi fares by more than 20%. The
Government should focus on enhancing the taxi
service quality, addressing the problems of taxi
drivers like not taking a direct route to the
destination, refusal of hire, poor attitude,
overcharging of taxi fares, etc. and attracting more
passengers for the taxi trade. The Government
should also address the problem of overly long
waiting time for refilling at dedicated liquefied
petroleum gas filling stations at present with a
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view to saving drivers' refilling time and improve
the business environment of the taxi trade.
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(Translation)

The current proposed rate of taxi fare increase is
too high and over the past five years, the
patronage of taxis has shown a declining trend
with the average daily patronage dropping from
1010500 passenger trips in 2013 to 898 000
passenger trips in 2017, representing a drop of
over 110 000 passengers trips daily on average.
If taxi fares are increased again this time, the
patronage of taxis will continue to drop and the
income of taxi rentee-drivers may not increase but
decrease. Besides, following an increase in taxi
fares, rentor-owners have a greater incentive to
raise the taxi rental so as to generate additional
investment income for themselves, resulting in a
lower net income for rentee-drivers. Therefore,
this Panel objects to the present taxi fare increase
applications with a view to avoiding a decrease in
the income of rentee-drivers as a result of a drop
-9 -
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in the patronage of taxis and an upward
adjustment of the taxi rental by rentor-owners.
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