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Tel : 3919 3300

Date : 11 June 2019

From : Clerk to the Legislative Council

To : All Members of the Legislative Council

Council meetings of 12 and 19 June 2019

Arrangement for dealing with the Fugitive Offenders and
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation
(Amendment) Bill 2019 (“the Bill”)

As directed by the President, | attach for Members’ information
two letters, both dated 10 June 2019, to the President from the Chief
Secretary for Administration (Appendix 1) and the Secretary for Security
(Appendix 2) respectively.

2. In the above two letters, the Administration has highlighted the
need for the Council to complete the legislative process of the Bill as soon
as possible and four other government bills and a government motion
before the Council’s summer recess. Taking into account the
Administration’s requests and the outcome of the President’s consultation
with Members today, the President directs me to provide all Members with
the attached table (Appendix 3) on the arrangement for dealing with the
Bill.

3. Members are invited to note that given the small number of
provisions in the Bill and the interdependence among most of those
provisions and the proposed amendments to the Bill, the President has
decided to order a joint debate on all the provisions and amendments. The
President considers that such an arrangement will allow greater flexibility
for Members to debate the various issues covered by the Bill and may
avoid tedious repetition of arguments, thus facilitating more effective use
of the Council’s time. The arrangement is drawn up with reference to that
for the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express Rail Link (Co-location)
Bill considered by the Council in the 2017-2018 session.



4, If the President finds that the allocated time is not put to good use
by Members and depending on the meeting’s progress, he may consider
adjusting the time allocation for consideration of the Bill.

(Dora WALI)
for Clerk to the Legislative Council
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CHIEF SECRETARY

FOR ADMINISTRATION'S OFFICE
Governnient of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region

of the People’s Republic of China

10 June 2019

The Hon Andrew Leung Kwan-yuen, GBS, JP
President

Legislative Council

Room 710, Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

/dy Vw’w)ﬁ%,

Outstanding government business
in the 2018-19 legislative session

As we are approaching the end of the 2018-19 legislative
session, I write to inform you of the outstanding major government
business which we plan to put on the agenda of the Legislative Council.

Specifically, following the Fugitive Offenders and Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Legislation (Amendment) Bill 2019
which has been scheduled for resumption of Second Reading debate at
the Council sitting of 12 June, we plan to accord priority to resuming
Second Reading debate on four other Bills -

(a) Inland Revenue (Amendment) (Tax Concessions) Bill 2019

It seeks to implement concessionary tax measures proposed in
the 2019-20 Budget which will benefit around two million
taxpayers. The Bill needs to be passed before summer recess
such that the Inland Revenue Department can reflect the tax
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reductions when issuing tax demand notes in the second half of
2019;

(b) Judicial Officers (Extension of Retirement Age)
(Amendment) Bill 2019

It seeks to generally extend the retirement ages of Judges (at the
level of the Court of the First Instance of the High Court and
above) as well as judicial officers (below the High Court level)
by five years. The ecarly passage of the Bill before summer
recess will enable the Judiciary to retain the most experienced
judges and judicial officers who are retiring shortly;

(c) National Anthem Bill 2019

It seeks to implement the Law of the People’s Republic of
China on National Anthem in Hong Kong by local legislation.
The National Anthem Law was passed on 1 September 2017
and listed in the Annex III of the Basic Law on 4 November
2017. We aim at passing the Bill before summer recess so as
to give effect to the National Law in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region as soon as possible; and

(d) Electoral Legislation (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill
2019

It seeks to improve the electoral arrangements, including
technical amendments concerning the electorate of the
functional constituencies and various electoral procedures.
The Bill has to be passed before summer recess so that the
relevant new measures can be implemented in time for the 2019
District Council Ordinary Election.

Subject to the deliberation of the Subcommittee on Proposed
Senior Judicial Appointments at its meeting on 11 June, we also plan to
move a government motion relating to senior judicial appointments.
The motion has to be passed before summer recess so as not to delay the
appointment of the non-permanent judge of the Court of Final Appeal and
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Chief Judge of the High Court, which would affect the operation of the
Judiciary.

I should be most grateful if you could fully take account of the
above in drawing up the meeting arrangements for the remainder of the
2018-19 legislative session before summer recess.

\ /
\
/l;'?szg

——

(Matthew Cheung Kin-chung)
Chief Secretary for Administration
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