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Appendix 

Subcommittee on Foreign Lawyers Practice (Amendment) Rules 2018 
(Commencement) Notice, Solicitors' Practice (Amendment) Rules 2018 

(Commencement) Notice and Summary Disposal of Complaints 
(Solicitors) (Amendment) Rules 2018 (Commencement) Notice 

 
 

The Law Society of Hong Kong ("the Law Society") was 
requested by members at the meeting on 16 November 2018 to provide the 
following information: 
 

(a) the number of cases in the past five years in which registered 
foreign lawyers were found in breach of the Foreign Lawyers 
Practice Rules (Cap. 159R) for practising Hong Kong law 
(if any); 
 

(b) the number and nature of enforcement actions which were 
taken against the cases mentioned in (a), and the difficulties 
encountered by the Law Society in enforcing the rules and 
prohibitions under Cap. 159R; 

 
(c) possible challenges that the Law Society envisaged in 

enforcing Cap. 159R going forward; 
 

(d) the possible challenges that the Law Society might face in 
ensuring that Hong Kong law firms and foreign law firms in 
Hong Kong would strictly comply with Cap. 159R in general, 
and the enforcement details of the same.  Whether the Law 
Society would consider including these questions into its 
current consultation; and 
 

(e) whether the roles and duties for foreign lawyers should be 
clearly and better set out under the relevant legislation 
including Cap. 159R so as to distinguish them from Hong 
Kong qualified solicitors and other unqualified persons, such 
as paralegals and legal managers. 




