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B #1

Enclosure 1

Response to comments received during community consultation in June 2021 on a
Proposed Academic Building Development on a Site East of No. 3 Sassoon Road

Why this project?
1. Shortfall of healthcare professionals in HK

According to the Healthcare Manpower Projection 2020 conducted by the Food and
Health Bureau (FHB), shortage of doctors as well as other healthcare-related
professionals will remain a problem in the years to come and will become even more
acute with the projected shortfall of doctors reaching 1,610 and 1,949 in 2030 and 2040
respectively.!

As stated in the 2018 Policy Address, the HKSAR Government will further increase the
number of healthcare training places in universities in preparation for the foreseeable
tight manpower situation of the healthcare profession. Starting from the 2019/20
academic year, the number of healthcare-related University Grants Committee (UGC)-
funded first-year-first-degree intake places per annum will increase by over 150 from
about 1,780 to about 1,930 (including 60 medical, 60 nursing and some 30 dental and
allied health places). For medical students training, a continual steep increment of at
least 60 medical student quota per triennium, starting from the 2022/23 academic year
is expected.

Accordingly, the Government recognised the need to enable the UGC-funded
universities which offer relevant training programmes to upgrade and increase their
healthcare-relevant teaching facilities with a view to coping with the additional UGC-
funded healthcare training places as specified by the Government from the 2019/20
academic year. For the sake of public interests and in order for The University of Hong
Kong (HKU) to contribute to medical healthcare in Hong Kong, it is of the utmost
importance to provide adequate spaces and facilities to our students so that HKU can
fulfill its mission to provide quality medical teaching and training.

2. Insufficient teaching, learning, research and student support facilities to
accommodate the increase of students

For HKU, there is a serious pre-existing insufficiency of space for its Faculty of Medicine
and the situation has been further aggravated as the first cohort of increased students
was admitted in the 2019/20 academic year. Given the presently cramped condition of
the main medical complex (at No. 21 Sassoon Road) which was opened in 2001, and that
there has not been any major space allocation to the Faculty of Medical since then, HKU

! https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202105/18/P2021051800390.htm?fontSize=1




has proposed short-, medium- and long-term projects to the Government with the
objectives to renovate the existing teaching facilities (short-term measures) and
construct new buildings (medium-term measures) to cope with the needs for more
spaces for teaching, learning, student amenities and research. A properly equipped and
up-to standard teaching and training environment is important to the ultimate success
of our next generation medical healthcare professionals, who are expected to contribute
to the medical healthcare of Hong Kong upon graduation.

3. Short and long-term development

There are on-going remodelling works in the Sassoon Road medical campus to maximize
the space usage as short-term measures. In an attempt to maximize the capacity of our
existing teaching venues, the seat number of our lecture theatres inside the medical
complex had been increased from 220 to 265 by reducing the size of individual seats.
However, such work is far from sufficient to accommodate 290 or even 400 students in
the coming years. Also, the anatomy dissecting laboratory had been enlarged to fit more
dissecting tables in order to cater for increased number of medical students for practical
classes. Despite the fact that e-learning and teaching platforms have become an integral
teaching mechanism during COVID, they by no means could substitute the conventional
face-to-face learning mode, particularly for clinical skill, human physiology,
pharmacology, human anatomy, and clinical biochemistry laboratory teaching sessions.
Recently, HKU has announced that teaching will be back to the normal face-to-face
mode starting from September 2021. As a consequence, adequate provision of space
and uplift of the current teaching facilities are both imminent and essential, so as not to
jeopardise the proper training of medical and nursing students, whom our aging society
will heavily rely upon in the future.

The new annex at No. 21 Sassoon Road to accommodate administrative offices and
conference facilities relocated from William MW Mong Block, being the first short-term
project with structural changes, is recently completed and ready for use. Afterwards,
further refurbishment of the vacated space at William MW Mong Block into the much
needed student learning and amenities will take place in the next phase in 2022-23 in
order to partially satisfy some of the immediate space needs. HKU has already
maximised the use of permissible plot ratio of its medical complex and is not able to
create further new spaces in this location.

Yet, the above steps have yet to resolve the projected needs arising from the
recruitment of new teachers and researchers to cater for the expansion in both the
medical and nursing curricula. Therefore, apart from implementing short- and medium-
term measures, we are simultaneously preparing for long-term measures so as to cope
with the need to teach a much larger cohort of students.

HKU has long envisioned to re-organize the existing buildings of over 40 years old in the
Sassoon Road medical campus as a long-term plan since 2017, including Estates Building



and Pauline Chan Building currently housing the School of Chinese Medicine and Clinical
Skills Training Centre. To enable us to do so, the new academic building at No. 3 Sassoon
Road is under construction for decanting of these essential facilities as part of the
preparation for the above long-term redevelopment projects. No. 3 Sassoon Road also
serves to cater for the growth of the School of Nursing (in which staff population has
grown by more than 50% in the recent 5 years from 125 headcounts 5 years ago to 192
at present) and to provide sufficient space for nursing skills training in order to cope with
the increment in Nursing student cohorts in the years to come. Fresh nursing graduates
are expected to work in hospital wards immediately upon graduation and hence,
adequate hands-on skills training in a simulated ward setting is of utmost importance
and prime concern to the public.

4. Proposed medium-term development

The proposed development at the Greenbelt site as a medium-term measure includes a
new academic building that offers teaching and research facilities: clinical simulation
teaching laboratories, clinical microbiology & pathology teaching laboratories,
classrooms, lecture theatres, seminar and tutorial rooms, research laboratories, animal
facilities, and data centre. The increase in staff population in the Faculty of Medicine
(including professoriate, teaching, research and administration) over the past 5 years
(over 50% increment from 2,078 headcounts 5 years ago to 3,155 at present) has
outgrown its existing office space and laboratory bench provisions. Given our ongoing
recruitment plan and in order to cope with the projected increase in teaching load,
additional office space will also be needed at this location.

The preliminary area breakdown of the proposed development is as follows:

Site Area (approx.) Development Site Boundary: 17,431m?
Total CFA 52,000m?
Total GFA (NOFA) (approx.) 40,840m? (26,000m?)

The proposed development will also provide not less than 4,000 m? of open space for
public use including landscaped deck gardens, sitting areas, and amenities, on top of
barrier-free pedestrian access connecting Victoria Road/ Northcote Close to Pok Fu Lam
Road. These public facilities will benefit the general public, including residents in the
neighbourhood, users of Queen Mary Hospital (QMH), nearby school students.



Why the Greenbelt site?

The Site was chosen as the only feasible solution to mitigate the needs for teaching and
research areas of the HKU Faculty of Medicine after extensive consultation with various
government bureaus and departments, including Food and Health, Development,
Education (including UGC), Transport and Housing, Environment, Lands, Planning,
Architectural Services, Water Supplies, and Fire Services.

The proposed site is chosen with due consideration to its physical linkages with teaching
facilities at Nos. 3, 5 & 21 Sassoon Road, which in the long term will be connected by
elevated walkways as an integral part of the medical campus and in close proximity to
the Faculty’s flagship teaching hospital — QMH. These locations together with other
venues along Sassoon Road form a strong network of teaching facilities, enhance
synergy between professoriate/clinical staff and students, and facilitate frequent travel
between these venues. Close proximity and reasonable walking distance from the
teaching venues on Sassoon Road back to QMH within a short time is extremely crucial
for clinical teaching staff due to their professional obligations to attend to emergencies
and patients’ need in an urgent manner whenever called for. The proposed site is
therefore best serving the needs of students, teachers and patients in QMH

Furthermore, it is critical to conduct research work involving the use of clinical
specimens from QMH in close proximity to the cutting-edge research platforms at
Sassoon Road, where research expertise, laboratories and core facilities, e.g. omics,
imaging, GMP laboratories, laboratory animal unit, etc. are located.

Contrary to some misconception, HKU does not possess a “land bank” per se with plots
of land available for construction of new buildings. HKU as a whole suffers from
insufficient space over a long period of time. For reference, in 2019/20, HKU enrolled
30,629 students and has a land holding of 54.7 hectares. CUHK at the same period
enrolled 21,405 students and has a total of over 137 hectares land area while HKUST
enrolled 16,195 students and has 60 hectares. The figures reflect that HKU is significantly
behind in terms of space provision for infrastructure developments in comparison to
other tertiary institutions in Hong Kong.

In consideration of redevelopment of existing buildings, all teaching and research
facilities at the Sassoon Road campus are fully occupied. In order to set off the plan of
remodeling or redevelopment of current facilities/old buildings, fully equipped
decanting sites have to be made available as the current teaching and research activities
cannot be stopped and compromised.

Furthermore, other sites in close proximity to the Sassoon Road Campus and QMH are
deemed not suitable in view of the limitation in site area to accommodate the required



facilities with specific building footprint and technical requirements to meet with the
ongoing increase of student numbers in the next decade.

With regard to the suggestion of using other remote sites for development, this will
greatly compromise teaching and learning effectiveness due to the unique requirements
of our medical curriculum. For example, immediately after bedside teaching and after
shadowing at the operating theatres at QMH, debriefing and discussion sessions should
be carried out with the students. With 35% increase in medical student number, such
clinical teaching sessions cannot be carried out at QMH due to a lack of space, but have
to take place at teaching venues close to QMH. It is unacceptable to have medical
students and clinical teachers running around and commuting between multiple sites
daily for routine teaching/clinical-related activities that can be carried out in one
consolidated location that encompasses Sassoon Road and QMH. Hence, the Greenbelt
Site located to the east side of No. 3 Sassoon Road development is the only acceptable
location for such development.

What are the impacts to neighbourhood during and after construction?

For the development at the Greenbelt Site, taking into account of the interests of
neighbouring residents and the general public, a Technical Feasibility Statement (TFS)
study has been carried out including assessments on its impact to the local environment,
ecosystem, air ventilation, landscape and vegetation, geotechnical, traffic, drainage, etc.
The TFS has been submitted to various Government departments for comments and
there is no adverse comment on the proposed development.

Trees

Itis well noted that the local community has concerns on the impact to the existing trees
on the site. According to the Tree Survey Report, there are approximately 768 trees on
site, among these there are no registered Old and Valuable Trees (OVTs).

The tree assessment report by the landscape consultant stated that majority of existing
trees are either of low amenity value and/or unhealthy condition and/or have low
survival rate after transplanting and/or an insufficient root ball is attainable due to
impediments or their locations on slope, it would not be feasible or cost effective to
accommodate these trees within the design in their current locations or transplant them
to other locations.

HKU is committed to provide a green environment in the proposed project and has
instructed the consultant as a guiding principle in the TFS study targeting at the
plantation of trees to exceed the existing tree number. Space for tree planting will take
place along Pok Fu Lam Road, on the podium, terraces and roofs of the proposed



development. This will be further developed by a professional landscape specialist once
the design of the development starts.

Ecology

An Ecological Impact Assessment as part of the TFS study was completed in March 2021.
It was stated that at operation phase, noise and light generated from the proposed
project would not pose disturbance on surrounding wildlife in the long run. In addition,
domestic waste water from the proposed development will be collected by proper
drainage system. Thus, after completion of the proposed development, no residual
impact is anticipated.

To minimize noise impact induced by construction works on avifauna and herpetofauna,
silencers or mufflers on well-maintained construction equipment will be utilized and
properly maintained during the construction program. Noise enclosure or acoustic
shielding shall be effectively utilized wherever practicable. Waste on-site shall be
handled and stored properly to ensure that they are held securely without loss or
leakage and thereby avoiding the potential for pollution to nearby habitats.

With expertise input by professional consultants, the eventual design of the whole
development will aim at enhancing fauna diversity with planting of native fruit trees that
the local fauna feed on, and putting up bird boxes to provide additional roosting sites
and increase their population.

Ecological Impacts Summary Table

Receptor Significance of the impact
Terrestrial vegetation and habitats Low to Moderate
Wildlife & Avifauna nearby the Site Not significant
Watercourses nearby the Site Not significant

Flora species of conservation interest Low to Moderate
Fauna species of conservation interest Low to Moderate
Wildlife in Particular avifauna nearby the Site Not significant




Air Ventilation and Visual Impact

The staggering design concept of building disposition into several small blocks has taken
into consideration in the TFS study during the initial concept stage in order to enhance
air ventilation and mitigate visual impact of the development.

According to the simulated site wind availability data (i.e. RAMS) for Hong Kong
published by Planning Department, the wind data indicates that easterly is the prevailing
wind direction throughout the years with contributions from the northeast easterly and
northeasterly. In the summer, southwest southerly would be the dominant prevailing
wind direction with contributions from the southerly and southeast southerly.

In order to enhance the wind environment of the Site and its surrounding, design
features are to be incorporated such as permeable podium design, breezeway
formulation and building setback from adjacent road when the new building design is
taken forward. With the implementation of the good design features above, the Site is
expected to experience a satisfying wind environment, and no significant air ventilation
impact arising from the proposed development is anticipated.

The building layouts shown in the presentation materials are conceptual design only as
part of the TFS study. In the ensuing stage of building design, the University will work
closely with the Architect to optimize the design to address the visual concerns raised
by the community. The building blocks and height will be revisited in order to mitigate
the visual impact from Pok Fu Lam Road and Northcote Close. The feasibility of further
sunken the development, softening of building edges with greenery and building
disposition will be actively explored and adopted where suitable.

Traffic and Pedestrian Connections

There are two vehicular ingress/egress points provided for the proposed academic
buildings, one of which will be located at Northcote Close and the other one at No. 5
Sassoon Road sharing the same vehicular ingress/egress points of The Jockey Club
Building for Interdisciplinary Research. Another emergency vehicle access (EVA)
ingress/egress point will be provided at Pok Fu Lam Road for fire appliance access only.

A Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) was conducted for the project. It was found that the
proposed development would generate approximately 42 passenger car units/hour
(pcu/hr) (two-way) and 53 pcu/hr (two-way) during the morning and afternoon peak
periods, respectively. According to the assessment, this amount of traffic is considered
insignificant and should not cause major traffic impact to the adjacent road network.
Also, it was concluded that the traffic impact induced by the Proposed Development on
the surrounding road networks would not cause any significant impact to the
surrounding road network.

At completion of the development, a barrier free pedestrian network connecting
Victoria Road, Northcote Close and Pok Fu Lam Road will be created. The network will

7



be further enhanced in the future with all buildings at the Sassoon Road Campus linked
by elevated walkways, connecting bus stops, QMH and the future MTR station, hence
providing convenience to the community.

Water Supply, Drainage and Sewerage

A Water Supply Impact Assessment (WSIA) was conducted to evaluate the potential
impact from the proposed development on the existing water supply system. Given that
the water demands of the proposed development will occupy minor portion of the
service reservoir / pumping station capacities, no significant adverse impact on the
existing water supply system is anticipated.

Based on the Drainage Impact Assessment result, it is found that the capacity of the
existing drainage system serving the area will be sufficient to cater for the surface runoff
collected from the proposed development. Therefore, no upgrade of the existing
drainage system is required, and the proposed development has no adverse impact on
the existing drainage system.

Based on the Sewerage Impact Assessment result, it is found that the capacity of the
existing sewers serving the area is sufficient to cater for the sewage generated from the
proposed development and the existing buildings upstream of the proposed
development, and the proposed development has no adverse impact on the existing
sewerage system.

Safety

The University is committed to ensuring the safety and health of all its employees,
students, visitors, and neighbours. In pursuit of this goal, the University does not only
observe all statutory regulations such as the Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance,
Waste Disposal Ordinance, Prevention and Control of Disease Ordinance, Prevention
and Control of Disease Regulation, but also promote international standards of safety,
health, radiation protection, and fire precautions.

In particular for animal research facilities, the University has obtained accreditation from
AAALAC International, a private and nonprofit organization for assessment of facilities
involving animal research, and followed closely its safety protocols. The University is
required to submit program description which sets out all aspects of the animal care/use
(policies, animal housing and management) to achieve the required standards. This is
re-evaluated every three years in order to maintain its accreditation.

The University has a long standing practice to follow stringent guidelines and take all
practicable steps as far as possible to meet its responsibilities. Specific safety policies
and manuals are adopted for activities concerning biosafety, animal experiments,
chemicals and waste, construction safety, environmental hygiene, fire, laboratory safety,
and radiation. Expert advice from relevant technical advisory committees from the



World Health Organization, UK, Australia and USA have been incorporated into these
documents.

The HKU Biological Safety Officer appointed under the University Safety Office is charged
to ensure compliance with relevant legislation, the University Health and Safety Policy
and current international best practice, and provide specialist professional guidance on
all aspects of biological safety.

July 2021
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Globaf Chinese Braast Cancer
Organizations Afiance

3rd August, 2021

Town Planning|Beard

18/F, North Peoint Government Offices,
333 Java Road,
Hong Kong

Dear Sir/Madafn,

On behalf of TIHe Global Chinese Breast Cancer Organizations Alliance, we are writing to
support the Li §(a Shing Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong (HKUMed)'s

- application for Fe-zoning of major campus development to the East of No. 3 Sassoon Road
{App!lcation Nqo YIH10M13).

As an alliance of patient groups supporting breast cancer patients in the Greater Ghina region,
representing more than 2000 patients, we are one of those who best understand the need of
nurturing top-niotch medical professionals. it came to our knowledge that there will be an
advanced cander research facility in the proposed development, bnnglng fresh hopes to
thousands of cancer patients |n Hong Kong and beyond

Thank you for your attention.

Yours faithfully,

!
. Mary Tin Fun%‘ HEMRAJANI
Chaimnan

c.c.. Mrs Carrie Lam Cheng Yuei-ngor, Chief Exec_utivé of Hong Kong SAR Government

FAURIR A AT 600 SRk IREHS 20 Bl C & Tel: 35958679  www,achooa.arg
Unit 26C, Easy Towe.?', 509 Tai Nan West Straat, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon.
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The Hong Kong HAE Patient Group

6% August 2021

/RECEIVEDN
~ § G 2011

Town Planning Board

15th Floar, Nerth Point Government Offlces
333 Java Road

Notth Point

Hong Kong

\ Town Planning
\ Bowrd

DearSsrlMadam, -

HKW’s development plan east fo 3 Sassoon Road (Your ref: Y/H10/13!

On behalf of the Hmng Kong HAE Patient Group, | am wrifing to express our support for the Li
Ka Shing Facuilty of Medlcine, The Unwersﬁy of Hong Kong {HKW)'s proposed development
east to-3'5assoon Road.

As we all know, there is.an acute shorfags of doeters, riurses and other medical professionals
in Hong Kong, particilarly in the public sector. Heng Kong popuiat;on is rapidly-ageing,, chrenic
diseases are.prevalling and the- COVID-19 pandemiic is still raging. All these factors are
pushing up the defmand of medical services to riew levels:unseen in Hong Kong history.

We are glad to learn that HKU is looking into constructlng a research and ieach:ng complex:
near Queen Mary Hospital to meet the soaring demand for medical services in Hong Kong, We
are therefore supportive of this project.

Thank you for your attention,

Chan Sandy Ling Fung
Chairperson

c.c. Mrs Carrig Lam, Chief Executive, HKSAR Government.




amyloidosis foundation - - 258
hong kong branch g ‘

‘{:_
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17 G WH ]

| ' Tgw*n_?ia"lmiﬁg .
Board

10th August 2021

Town Planning Board Secretariat
15/F, North Peint Government Offices
333 Java Road, North Point

‘Hong Kong

‘Déar sir/madam,

Comments on Y/H10/13 application

The Ammyloidosis Foundation Horig Kong Branch is very much toncerned ever the shortage of |
doctors, nurses and medical professionals.in Hohg Kong tha’r affects the acute diagnesis ; and
treatmerit.of our patients.

: We have urged. the. HKSAR Government te: supple with mare dectors, .nurses -and medical
srofessionals ta the market by asking the uhiversities it Hong K@ng 10 incredse the humber of
, Ftheir medical students. Event t ts’jgomg to happan a5 the Chigf Execulive: ‘
in her pohcy address to 8o go: Nevertheless; it is ot enough JUS‘t torask the universities t |ntake
more medical studants bt the Government hastoprovide enaugh resatrces to these: unwerSItles_.
"'Qne of thiem is land.

The Foundation-is dehghted to hear that the Government plans ta grant the Umverm':y of Hong
Kenga piece of land withr 17,431 m? atedst te 3 Sassoen R@ad 16 bulld-their new:medical complex
:.forvteach:ng and research use. As apatients faundation group in Hong Keng;-we welcome such
latest-devélopment and ask the Town Plafning. Board fo approve the application ¢¥/H10713) for
the benef:ts of the patients in Hong Kong: :

The strategic location of the new miedical complex, which is dose to Tts teaching hdspital, is of
atmost importance tothe medical schiool, As a restilt, we. have 110 redson not to grantGur support’

to the applicatton and we urge the Towh Planning: Board to apgrove the application as wall,

Thank you foryour kind:attention.

Yours sincerely,

Edgar MacCallan
Chairman, Amyloidosis Feundation Horig Karig Branch
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Our ref: HA56/DEV/1 2.0 AuG 7021

i Town Plar: -
Secretary, Town Planning Board Boar
Planning Department . |
15/F, North Point Government Offices BY FAX & BY POST
333 Java Road ,
Hong Kong
Dear Sir,

Proposed Amendments to the Approved Pok Fu Lam Outline Zoning Plan No. S/H10/19
To Rezone the Application Site from “Green Belt” to “Government, Institution or Community”
Government Land to the East of 3 Sassoon Road, Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong

{Application No. Y/H10/13 under s.12A of the Town Planning Ordinance (Cap. 131))

Reference is made to Application No. Y/H10/13 proposing to rezone the
application site from “Green Belt” to “Government, Institution or Community”.

- To address the perennial issue of manpower shortage in meeting demand for
public hospital services, the Hospital Authority (HA) has been working with the
Government on the long-term manpower planning of healthcare staff, including reviewing
the number of places of medical schools in Hong Kong. The subject application aligns
with HA’s sustainability measure of increasing human capital to tackle the escalating
healtheare demand and is hereby confirmed to have our full support.

Yours faithfully,

{(Donald LI)
for Chief Executive
Hospital Authority

c.c.. FHB (Attn: Ms. Elaine MAK)
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Queen Mary Hospital
Hong Kang Wesl Clusler
Huospital Authority

102 Pok Fu Lam Road,
Hong Kong

Tel: {852) 2255 3838
Fax: (B52) 2817 5498
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17 Augusf 2021
Town Planning Board Secretariat
15/F, North Point Government Offices
333 Java Road, North Point, Hong Kong

Dear Sir/ Madam

Project number Y/H10/13
Support to rezone the application site from "Green Belt" to "Government, Institution

or Community"

Lately an application to the Town Planning Board has been made by the LKS
Faulty of Medicine, The Univefsity of Hong Kong (HKU) proposing an academic building
development on a site east of No 3 Sassoon Road. On behalf of the Queeh Mary Hospital
(QMH), T would like to express our support to the above application based on the
following considerations:

I. Asa public health care providing organization, QMH observes the immense nced
for a substantial increase in student number of both medical and nursing pr 0g1 ams
in order to cope with the future service demand.

- 2. The proposed development is geared towards provision of hxgh standard teachmg
and research facilities for our next generation healthcare professionals. It will bring -
" forth uncountable benefits to our society.
3. The proximity of the proposed site to QMH allows patients of QMH, HKUMed
- students, teaching and research staff to access to the Hospital and Faculty
complexes in walking distance. It will create a lot of synergistic effects in future
operations that a more distant site cannot achieve. '

Queen Mary Hospital, as the teaching hospital of the LKS Faulty of Medicine,
would like to register its support for the Proposal. Thank you for your kind attention.

RECEIVED®

Yours sincerely,

1§ AUG 200

(Dr Theresa LI)
Cluster Chief Executive
Hong Kong West Cluster
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August 16, 2021

Town Planning Board

15th Floor, North Point Government Offices,
333 Java Road, North Point,

Hong Kong

To: The Chairman and Members of the Town Planning Board

‘Letter of Support for Proposed HKU Medical School EXpansion Site

Our Hong Kong Foundation (OHKF) stands in support of the University of Hong Kong's [HKU}
'proposai to rezone the application site to “Government, Institution or Communlt\f’ for the
purpose of constructing a new academic building as part of its medical campus. This is
consistent with our conviction that our community must support solutions in the short-,”
medium-, and long-term to dramatically boost doctor supply. '

The persistent issue of doctor shortage is kniown to all. In April 2019 and in May 2021, Our Hong
Kong Foundation released advocacy reports concerning Hong Kong's burgeoning doctar
shortage crisis and its impact on population health. In our 2021 report entitled “Fit to Practise: -
Reviving the Role of Non-locally Trained Dactors to Strengthen Hong Kong’'s Workforce for a
Better Tomorrow,” OHKF reiterated that the Iongstandlng doctor shortage crisis has resuited
in protracted waiting times for patients. Healthcare delayed is healthcare denied. Long waiting
times may contribute to potential delays in diagnosis and treatment, which will In turn
contribute to rising healthcare expenditure, increased care burden on the pubtic sector, and
uitlmately, compromise the health of our population,

We believe that Hong Kong is seriously unprepared for expected demographic shifts fn our
- population. Between 2020 and 2036, the proportion of the elderly population is expected to
grow from 18.3% to 29.9%, representing an additional one million individuals aged 65 year and
over. Our analysis reveals that elderly individuals reguire at least five times the medical
resources as those under 65. Simuitaneously, chronic disease prevalence has increased
significantly across all age groups, with overall chronic disease prevalence growing from 12.8%
in 2000 to 31.1% in 2019, Des'pite the ini:rea'se in care needs across all age groups, there has
not been a proportionate increase in doctor supply. in fact, our public sector doctors havé been
tasked with caring for 2 growing patient load, with the grow rate of discharges and deaths
outpacing the growth rate of public hospital doctor numbers.

“'."‘_:::::m R SRR A T L T

Our Hong Kong Foundation Umnited M EERRARAR
19/F Nan Fung Tower, 88 Ccnnaught Read Central, Hong Kong E ERPRTRERoSREWAMIORE | +852 2603 3001
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Compared to our interpational counterparts, Hong Ko'ng trafls far behind in our docter-to-
population ratios. Currently, Hong Kong is served by 2.0 doctors per every 1,000 population,
compared with Singapore’s 2.5 and OECD member countries’ average of 3.5. To ‘catch up’ with
Singapare and OECD countries, we would need an addition of approximately 3,500 and 11,000
doctors in our workforce respectively. On the whole, these figures highlight the growing
healthcare demand and point to our collective need for more doctors.

OHKF maintains that it is not enough to simply increase the number of yearly medical schaol
intake, as Hong Kong also needs to expand both the hardware and software of the medical
system to support the increased number of medical students who wil become our future care
| providers. As HKU continues in its efforts to train more doctors, more physical space and
facilities are needed to support its teaching efforts. OHKF believes that HKU's proposal is not
only an issue of physical expansion but is further a matter of whether we can create the
infrastructure to support population health. In this vein, we at OHKF hope that the Town
Pfannmg Board will approve HKU'’s proposal to create a new medical faCilIfV, a proposal that is

clearly in the public interest.

Sincerely,

&

Fva Cheng
President -
Our Hong Kong Foundation °

Our Hong Kong Foundation Limited BEESESERAS
+,.19/F Non Fung Tower, 83 Connaught Road Central, Hong Kang | &b 41 ch oo bt a W - [E 10l | +852 2603 3001
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& Hong Kong Centre for Public Policy Studies

¥ OEBARBEETRFR D RECEIVED

19 AUG 2021

“To: Town Planning Board Secretariat
15/F, North Point Government Offices
333 Java Road, North Point, Hong Kong

- 18 August 2021

Re: Y/H10/ 132 pplication

Dear board members,

On behalf of Hong Kang Centre for Public Policy Studies (HKCPPS), | am wrliting to you to express our
support to rezone the site at East to 3 Sassoon Read, Pokfulam to "Government, Institution or
Community" for the proposed Medical Complex by Li Ka Shing Faculty of Medicine of The Umversnty

. of Hong Kong (HKUMed). ,

As a pubhc policy study institute, HKCPPS made a thorough study on the subject and faund that it
. essential for HKUMed to expand its physical facilities, including space for teaching and research, to
accommodate its rapid deveIOpment over the years. :

For many years, HKCPPS has put forward its concerns over the shortage of doctors, nurses and medical -
professionals in Hong Kong that may affect the quality of medical services provided, hothin public and
private sectors. Allowmg overseas Hong Kong doctors to practise in Hong'Kong is a way to ease the
problem, but the increase supply of local doctors is a much reliable way to ensure our medical services.

As stated in the 2018 Policy Address, the Government is committed to increase the number of

~ healthcare training places in UGC-funded universities in order to address the tight manpower situation -
in the healthcare sector, We are delighted to learn that the two medical schools will gradually increase

the number of medical student intake from about 600 to 800 in 2031. As we understand, the existing
facilities at HKUMed campus are just good for 150 medical students 20 years ago. With more student
intake and increasing demands in advanced medical researches a new medical complex is urgentiy'
needed for HKUMed '

We also base on the fo![owings to support HKUMied's proposed project:

=  The proposed campus development project enables HKUMed to contribute o the medical and
nursing healthcare training of Hong Kong. in order for HKUMed to deliver quality training to our
next generation healthcare professionals, a properly equipped and up-to standard teaching and
training environment is crucial. :

»  HKUMed's staff population had Increased by over 50% in the past five years (from 2,078
headcounts 5 years ago to 3,155 at present), with no commensurating increment in space
allocation. HKUMed has outgrown its existing office and laboratory space provisions and such
pre-existing insufficiency would greatly compromise the research development of HKUMed.

*  The proposed site has been strategically identified so that the new teaching venues will be in

éége'l'i' o
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m  close proximity to Queen Mary Hospital (QMH). Synergy with existing HKUMed faclilities along
Sassoon Road and QMH will be enhanced with provision of easfer and safer access for patients,

students and teaching staff.

»  The provision of open space (not less than 4,000 sq.m.) in the proposed site for public use/
access will enhance connectivity with the community (including residents in the neighbourhood,
usérs of QMH, nearby school students), Barrier-free pedestrian access connecting Victoria Road,
Northcote Close to Pokfulam Road; landscaped deck gardens; sitting areas and amenities will
be key features of the proposed development with a view to bringing a better environment to
staff, students as well as the Pokfulam neighbourhood. Space for tree planting will be
maximized along Pakfulam Road, on the podium, terraces and roofs of the proposed building.

We therefore fully support the application made by HKUMed and we would {ike to see members of
the Town Planriing Board to approve the application as well. Thank you for your kind attention.

3 Yours faithfully,

Curli—

Dr Clement S. Chan BE4B3{8 -+
Research Director
Hong Keng Centre for Public PolicyStudies
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HON G KONG MEDICAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
HERETRB - FEIRKPEET R 7
G/F, Faculty Administration Wing, LKS Faculty of Medicine, 21 Sassoon Road, Palefulam, Hong Kong
Tel: {852) 3917-0305/(852) 3917-9212 Fax: (852) 2816-1469 E-mail: hkumaa@hku. bk

10 August 2021
The Town Planning Board

15th Floor, North Point Government Offices
333 Java Road, North Paint, Hong Kong

Dear Sir/Madam,

Project number YiH10/13
Support to rezone the application site from "Green ‘Belt" to -

"Government, Institution or Community”™

On behalf of The University of Hong Kong Medical Alumni Association
(HKUMAA), | would like to express our members/ HKUMed alumr{i’s support
to the re-zoning of the application site (Government Land to the_Ea{st of 3
Sasspon Road, Pok Fu Lam, Hong Kong) from “Green Belt” to ‘Government,
Institution .or Community”, because of the following rationales:

1. As HKUMed stives to meet the soaring demand for advanced
medical services from an ageing local population, to fight the
ongoing pandemic of COVID-19 with trailblazing scientific

" research, there Is ah urgent need to expand- its research arid
teaching space;

2. The proposed site is a plot available In close proximity to Queen
Mary Hospital and the HKUMed complex along Sassoon Road,
which allows patients of Queen Mary Hospital, HKUMed students, .
teaching and administrative staff fo access to the said locations
easily and safely; 3

3. The env:ronmenta{ impact of the proposed development is low or
mmgmf‘ icant, according to the Technical Feasibifity Statement;

4. HKUMed Is committed to protecting the environment and
strengthening its connection with the neighbourhood by providing
no less than 4,000 square metres of public space in its new
building, barrier-free access' connecting Pokiulam. Road,
Northoote Close and Victoria Road, and striving to preserve the
_existing vegetation of the site.

Please visit our website: www.med ik hiihlnimau
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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG MEDICAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BRRTHR -EBERAPEEY -0 '
G/F, Faaulty Administration Wing, LKS Faculty of Medicine, 21 Sassoon Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 3917-9305/852) 3917-9212 Fax: (852) 2816-1469 E-mail: hkomaa@hku.hk

- HKUMAA would very much like to support the above-mentioned
application as it is a very meaningful initiative to ensure HKUMed can stay at
the forefront of m_eadica! education and scientific discoveries, which in return
will benefit the healthcare sector in Hong Kong and the Mainland China as a
whaole. )

Should there be any quafies, please contact our Secretariat by email -
to hkumaa@hku.hk. Thank you for your kind attention!

Yours sinceraly,

54

br Matthew Tsul
President

Please visit our website: www.med Bl hl/hkuman
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The University of Hong Kong: Safety Office
Dr Paul Hunt,
Safety Office,

The University of Hong Kong
° 19% August 2021

To the Secretary of the Town Planning Board,
Re: Y/H10/13

I am writing to comment on the public safety implications of the above planning
application at the Government Land to the East of 3 Sassoon Road, Pok Fu Lam,
Hong Kong. [ am Director of Safety, Biological Safety Officer of the University of Hong
Kong, and a qualified Health and Safety and Biosafety professional. | am able to give
an independent perspective on this proposal as Safety Office provides safety
oversight of all University activities, and is not affiliated to any faculty or other
administrative department. A number of concerns have been raised regarding the
safety and environmental implications of this proposal for local residents and the
purpose of this letter is to comment on these. '

The majority of the laboratories in the proposal are for work which is relatively low risk
to the public and the environment, Risks from animals, stem cells, “wet chemicals’,
“macromolecular complexes” and soft tissues certainly need to be adequately -
controlled to protect those working in the buildings, but it is implausible that these
would present a safety risk to others. The proposal does include a suite of high leve!
containment (BSL-3/PC3) facilities which | appreciate will be of particular public
‘concem. | will make some general comments about the safety aspects of the design
and operation of the proposed high level containment facilities.

The University of Hong Kong has an established track record of successfullir operating
high level microbiological containment laboratories without significant incident since
the time of SARS-1. it maintains the highest international standards of safety and
environmental protection.

if the proposal is approved BSL-3/PC3 laboratory suites will be demgned and
constructed by specialist overseas engineering fims with established track records
regarding BSL-3 facilities. The facilities are constructed fo exacting standards, for

" example the sections of AS/INZS 2243.3:2019 part 3 relevant to PC3 laboratories.

As well as internal oversight by Safety Office the existing laboratories and facilities are
accredited for safety and animal welfare by the intemational body AAALAC. BSL-3

POKFULAM ROAD, HONG KONG TEL: (852) 2859 2400 FAX: (852) 2858
7159 .

zf? Printed on environmerntal friendly paper
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" facilities are also regularly audited by overseas authorities and confirmed to comply .
with BSL-3 standards. These accreditations and compliance inspections require on-
site visits by independent teams of international experts. Should this application be
successful the same arrangements would apply to the new facilities.

'BSL-3/PC3 iaboratories are designed to'-op,erate with two main layers of safety
‘features. All day to day operations take place within speciatist equipment that prevents
release of infectious aerosols and exposure of researchers. This means that under
normal circumstances a person working in a BSL-3/PC3 laboratory is not exposed to
any more risk than researchers in any other research or diagnostic facility. Workers
are able to move infectious materials- between locations within the high.containment
labs, so it is necessary to plan for the foreseeable risk of accidental release within the
general ab areas of the BSL-3/PC3 facilities. For this reason there are a number of
_design features to ensure that even after an accident in which infectious agents are

" released within the lab there can be no release to the wider environment. These
systems are revalidated on an annual basis which includes confirmation that they still
function after failure of building services, for example electrical supply.

A universal practice in these facilities is to work with the minimum quantity of infectious
‘material necessary for the planned research. There is no requirement for the
production of large volumes of infectious agents, for example as is required during the
industrial manufacture of inactivated vaccines such as Sinovac. When not actively
worked on hazardous agents are stored frozen, in ultralow temperature freezers or in
cryogenic storage, requiring & number of steps to revive befare they can be used. As
a consequence it is highly unlikely that even in the most extreme circumstances, such
as a general building fire or structural collapse, sufficient amounts of viable
concentrated infectious materials would escape to endanger those living in the vicinity
or the wider Hong Kong public.

in such facilities it is essential to ensure that all materials are routinely treated to

- remove any viable infectious agents before they leave the facility whether in solid,
fiquid -or - aerosol form.’ Maintenance responsibilities are clearly defined and the
infrastructure for waste treatment wouid all be owned and managed by the University.

Maintaining these safety and environmental protection standards ensures that the
risks to the local residents and the general public from the proposed BSL-3/PC3
facilities are insignificant, even in the context of once in a decade or once in a century

evenis.

Yours Sincerely,

(Dr Paul Hunt, Director of Safety)

POKFULAM ROAD, HONG KONG _TEL: (852) 2859 2400 FAX: (852) 2858_-
7159 ' .
’v):"} Printed on environmental friendly paper
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Reference Number:

’riﬂ/ ?ﬂ:{iu BR Makmg Comment on P!annmg Application’/ Rev:e\
210801-124729-41405

HEAZPRHA

Deadline for submission: 20/08/2021

$E3 H HH Be FEFfe]

Date and time of submission: 01/08/2021 12:47:29

B AR R

The application no. to which the comment relates: Y/HL0/13

MREEA L a/am8 sS4 M. Fok’jing- Chen

Name of person making this comment:

FFIE

Details of the Comment :

[ am writing in support to the rezoning of the land parcel at 3 Sassoon Road, Pok Fu Lam, Hong
Kong from "Green Belt" to "“Government, Institution or Community”. The re-zoning of this lan
d parcel will, among other things, increase the number of classrooms, conference halls, and fabo
ratories used for the training of future medical professionals as part of the new complex planned
by the LKS Faculty of Medicine. This will be of benefit to the current and continued health and

welfare of the Hong Kong public.

In my medical training, I have increasingly observed a tension between the desire in educators t
o give students what they truly need to be trained well and the need to ration resources to sustain
a cohort that increases year after year after year. The initiative to supply demand for doctors and
other medical professional is just and good but, at the same time, reflects a need to increase capa
city to safeguard the quality of the medical professionals produced locally. The rezoning of the o
f the Sasson Road land parcel increases the pool of resources made available to institutions traini
ng the doctors, nurses, and other health workers and, through improved teaching opportunities,
means that needs for more personalized, intensive teaching can be entertained. The planned allo
cation of land to facilities producing cell therapies also allows students to familiarize themselves
with emerging technologies that will shape medical practice of the future, on top of the facility's |
noble, primary purpose of saving the lives of Hong Kong citizens.

iFrom a top-down perspective, the construction of this research and teaching complex and thus th
e rezoning of the Sassoon Road land parcel is a powerful tool to ensure the security, scalability a
nd sustainability in the supply of quality medical professionals to the domestic health system. A
robust and secure supply of quality medical professionals, ensured by the current re-zoning initi
ative under consideration and other policies, is an efficacious and practicable defense against var
ious long-standing and emerging public health issues facing Hong Kong. Issues such increased h
ealthcare consumption due to an aging population and the prevalence non-communicable diseas
es reflect a pressing need not only for highly competent healthcare workers but also the capacity
from training institution to scale up their output in response to the needs of society.

Going back to basic, more classrooms mean more classes. More classes mean smaller classes. S
maller classes mean better teaching and better teaching makes more and better doctors, nurses, p[
harmacists, and other health workers to serve the Hong Kong public.

Mr. Fok Jing Chen (Medical Student)
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