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Motions passed at the meeting on 19 November 2018 under agenda
item V ""Review findings of means test mechanism for Samaritan Fund
and Community Care Fund Medical Assistance Programmes™
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(Translation)

Motion 1:

This Panel requests that the Government-proposed maximum ratio of
patient contribution to drug expenses under the Samaritan Fund ("SF") and
Community Care Fund ("CCF") Medical Assistance Programmes should be
further reduced from 20% of the patients' household annual disposable
financial resources ("ADFR") to 10% or below, the specified clinical
criteria for determining the eligibility of patients of various types of chronic
diseases under SF and CCF Medical Assistance Programmes should be
relaxed, and the method for calculating ADFR as proposed in the paper
should be enhanced to ensure that the new calculation method will not
result in higher drug costs to be paid by patients currently eligible for
financial assistance under SF and CCF Medical Assistance Programmes.

Moved by: Hon CHAN Chi-chuen
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(Translation)

Motion 2:

This Panel welcomes the Government's relaxation of the means test
mechanism for the Samaritan Fund and Community Care Fund Medical
Assistance Programmes. This Panel requests that the 50% net assets of a
patient being protected should be maintained permanently, instead of
subjecting the amount to annual calculation in this regard which will, in the
end, result in a substantial decrease in the patient's assets. Besides, the
maximum ratio of patient contribution should be reduced from 20% of
annual disposable financial resources to 10% or below, and the asset bands
on the sliding scale should also be widened.

Moved by: Dr Hon Fernando CHEUNG Chiu-hung
Hon SHIU Ka-chun
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Motion passed at the meeting on 11 December 2018 under agenda item
| ""Review findings of means test mechanism for Samaritan Fund and
Community Care Fund Medical Assistance Programmes"'
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(Translation)

Motion:

Regarding the findings of the review of the means test mechanism for the
Samaritan Fund ("SF") and Community Care Fund ("CCF") Medical
Assistance Programmes, this Panel urges the Government to:

1)

()

)

(4)
()

further reduce the maximum ratio of patient contribution to drug
expenses under SF and CCF Medical Assistance Programmes to
below 10% of the patients' household annual disposable financial
resources or less than $500,000, in order to effectively alleviate the
financial burden on patients and their families;

further relax the definition of "household"”, so that patients are allowed
to submit applications for subsidies on an individual basis without
taking into account the income and assets of their family members,
thereby providing a subsidy arrangement that is more appropriate and
tailor-made for the patients;

on the premise that an applicant is able to prove that a family member
Is a dependent of the applicant, calculate the amount of deductible
allowance on the basis of the number of dependent family members of
the applicant when determining the total annual income;

relax the limit imposed on an applicant's total monthly household
income, so that more patients would be subsidized; and

put in place an appeal mechanism to review the decisions made on
vetting and approving applications and on patient contributions.

Moved by: Dr Hon CHIANG Lai-wan

Hon CHAN Han-pan
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