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Preservatives in Food (Amendment) Regulation 2024

(Made by the Director of Food and Environmental Hygiene under
section 55 of the Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance
(Cap. 132))

1. Commencement

This Regulation comes into operation on 30 December 2024.

2. Preservatives in Food Regulation amended

The Preservatives in Food Regulation (Cap. 132 sub. leg. BD) is
amended as set out in sections 3 to 11.

3. Section 2 amended (interpretation)
(1) Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of antioxidant
Substitute
“antioxidant (Y1 H)—

(a) means a substance, not normally consumed as
food by itself nor normally used as a typical
ingredient of food, that, when added to, or used
in or on, food at any stage of food processing,
is capable of prolonging the shelf-life of the
food by protecting against deterioration caused
by oxidation; but

(b) does not include any vitamins or minerals added
to food as nutrients;”.

(2) Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of maximum permitted level
Substitute
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“maximum permitted level (5= FF & &)—

(a)

(b)

in relation to a permitted food additive specified
in column 2 of Schedule 1 to which paragraph
(b) does not apply—means the proportion
specified in relation to that food additive in
column 3 of that Schedule, subject to any note
opposite to that food additive in column 4 of
that Schedule; or

in relation to permitted food additives
participating in a food additive group and
specified, by reference to the group, in column 2
of Schedule 1—means the proportion specified
in relation to that group in column 3 of that
Schedule which is the proportion applicable to
the total amount of the participating additives
in that group, subject to any note opposite to
that group in column 4 of that Schedule;”.

(3) Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of permitted antioxidant

Substitute

“permitted antioxidant (MEFFHIA{LT]) means a food
additive that—

(a)

(b)

is specified—

(1) in column 2 of Schedule 1, whether or not
by reference to a food additive group of
which the food additive is a participating
additive; or

(i) in column 2 of Schedule 1B; and

functions primarily as an antioxidant;”.
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(4) Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of permitted food additive
Substitute
“permitted food additive (EFTE I M) means—

(a) a food additive specified in column 2 of
Schedule 1, whether or not by reference to a
food additive group of which the food additive
is a participating additive; or

(b) a food additive specified in column 2 of
Schedule 1B;”.

(5 Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of permitted preservative
Substitute

“permitted preservative (MEFFBIEH) means a food
additive that—

(a) is specified—

(1) in column 2 of Schedule 1, whether or not
by reference to a food additive group of
which the food additive is a participating
additive; or

(i) in column 2 of Schedule 1B; and
(b) functions primarily as a preservative;”.
(6) Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of preservative
Substitute
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“preservative (155 i ) —

(a) means a substance, not normally consumed as
food by itself nor normally used as a typical
ingredient of food, that, when added to, or used
in or on, food at any stage of food processing,
is capable of prolonging the shelf-life of the
food by protecting against deterioration caused
by microorganisms; but

(b) does not include—
(i) common salt (sodium chloride);
(1) sugars;
(iii) alcohol or potable spirits, isopropyl alcohol
or monoacetin;
(iv) herbs or hop extract;

(v) spices or essential oils when used for
flavouring purposes;

(vi) any substance added to food by the process
of curing known as smoking; or

(vil) any vitamins or minerals added to food as
nutrients;”.
(7) Section 2(1)—
Repeal the definition of alternative form.
(8) Section 2(1)—
Add in alphabetical order

13

vod (E%)) does not include food for special medical
purposes;

food additive group () fINIZH) means a group of food

additives specified in column 1 of Schedule 1A;
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participating additive (F8EURINA), in relation to a food
additive group, means a food additive that
participates in the group and is specified opposite to
that group in column 2 of Schedule 1A;”.

(9) At the end of section 2—
Add

“(4) Subject to the definition of maximum permitted level
in subsection (1), a reference in Schedule 1 to a food
additive group is a reference to any or all of the
participating additives of that group.”.

4. Section 2A repealed (use of alternative forms)
Section 2A—

Repeal the section.

5. Section 3 amended (restrictions on sale etc. of food containing
food additive)

(1) After section 3(2)—
Add

“(2A) A permitted food additive specified in column 2 of
Schedule 1B is permitted to be added to food in
accordance with the GMP principles.

(2B) Subsection (2A) does not apply to any relevant food
of a scheduled food category that is also specified in
Schedule 1C.”.

(2) Section 3—
Repeal subsection (8)
Substitute
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“(8) Any canned food (including canned food that is
compounded food) may contain nisin but, if the
canned food is relevant food of a scheduled food
category for which a maximum permitted level is
specified in column 3 of Schedule 1 in relation to
nisin, only in a proportion not exceeding the
maximum permitted level.

(8A) Any food may contain nisin if nisin is introduced, in
the preparation of that food, by the use of canned
food that contains nisin as permitted by subsection
(8).”.

(3) Section 3(9)—
Repeal
everything after “sacramental use),”
Substitute

CCif_

(a) for a permitted food additive specified in
Schedule 1 for the scheduled food category of
the relevant food used in the compounded
food—the proportion of the permitted food
additive present in the compounded food does
not exceed, in relation to the quantity of the

relevant food used, the maximum permitted
level; or

(b) for a permitted food additive specified in
Schedule 1B—

(1) the permitted food additive is used in
accordance with the GMP principles; and

(i1) the relevant food used in the compounded
food is not of a scheduled food category
that is also specified in Schedule 1C.”.
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6.

Section 4 amended (food containing antioxidant not to be
recommended for babies and young children)

(1)

2)

)

Section 4, heading—

Repeal

“Food”

Substitute

“Certain food”.

Section 4—

Renumber the section as section 4(1).
After section 4(1)—

Add

“(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to any food if it is a
relevant food of food category 13 or any of its sub-
categories in Schedule 1.”.

Section 10A repealed (transitional: continued application of
repealed provisions during transitional period)

Section 10A—

Repeal the section.

Section 10B added
Before section 11—

“10B.

Add

Transitional provisions for Preservatives in Food
(Amendment) Regulation 2024: continued application of
repealed or amended provisions during transitional period

(1) During the transitional period, a person who
imports, manufactures for sale or sells any article of
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2)

)

(4)

food that contains a preservative or an antioxidant
(as defined by section 2(1) of the Amended
Regulation) does not contravene section 3 if, had the
person done so immediately before the
commencement date, the person would not have
contravened section 3 of the former Regulation.

During the transitional period, a person who does an
act referred to in section 4(1) does not contravene
that section if the antioxidant (as defined by section
2(1) of the Amended Regulation) that is in or on the
food to which the label, advertisement or description
relates was not an antioxidant within the meaning of
the former Regulation.

During the transitional period, a person does not
contravene section 5(1) if the substance that—

(a) 1s sold by the person; and

(b) is recommended for use as a preservative or an
antioxidant (as defined by section 2(1) of the
Amended Regulation) in food,

was not a preservative or an antioxidant within the
meaning of the former Regulation.

During the transitional period, a person who sells or
advertises for sale a preservative or an antioxidant (as
defined by section 2(1) of the Amended Regulation),
with a view to its use in the preparation of food,
does not contravene section 5(3) if, had the person
done so immediately before the commencement date,
the person would not have contravened section 5(3)
of the former Regulation.
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)

(6)

(7)

(8)

During the transitional period, if any food sold,
consigned or delivered by a person contains an added
preservative or antioxidant that was specified as
permissible in the case of such food in Schedule 1 to
the former Regulation, the person does not
contravene section 6 if the food is sold, consigned or
delivered in accordance with section 6 of the former
Regulation.

To avoid doubt, the provisions of the former
Regulation that are necessary to give effect to this
section continue to apply to the extent necessary,
despite their repeal or amendment by the 2024
Amendment Regulation.

To avoid doubt, this section (the purpose of which is
to enable the continued application of the former
Regulation as an alternative to the Amended
Regulation during the transitional period) does not
otherwise limit or prejudice the application of the
2024 Amendment Regulation.

In this section—

2024 Amendment Regulation ( 2024*F1E5THi]) ) means

the Preservatives in Food (Amendment) Regulation
2024;

Amended Regulation ( (ZEFTHIF) ) means the former

Regulation as amended by the 2024 Amendment
Regulation;

commencement date (4235 H ) means 30 December 2024;
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former Regulation ( (& #1%1) ) means the Preservatives
in Food Regulation (Cap. 132 sub. leg. BD) as it was
in force immediately before the commencement date;

transitional period (17 }¥]) means the period beginning on
30 December 2024 and ending on 29 December 2026
(both dates inclusive).”.

9. Schedule 1 substituted
Schedule 1—
Repeal the Schedule
Substitute
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10. Schedule 1A substituted
Schedule 1A—
Repeal the Schedule
Substitute

“Schedule 1A
[s. 2]

Participating Additives of Food Additive Groups

Column 1 Column 2
Food additive group Participating additives
Item (INS nos.) (INS nos.)
1. Sorbates (200-203) Sorbic acid (200)

Sodium sorbate (201)
Potassium sorbate (202)
Calcium sorbate (203)

2. Benzoates (210-213) Benzoic acid (210)
Sodium benzoate (211)
Potassium benzoate (212)

Calcium benzoate (213)

3. Hydroxybenzoates, para- Ethyl para-hydroxybenzoate
(214, 215, 218 & 219) (214)

Sodium ethyl para-
hydroxybenzoate (215)

Methyl para-
hydroxybenzoate (218)
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Section 10 B2735
Column 1 Column 2
Food additive group Participating additives
Item (INS nos.) (INS nos.)

Sodium methyl para-
hydroxybenzoate (219)

4. Sulphites (220-228, 539 & —) | Sulphur dioxide (220)
Sodium sulphite (221)

Sodium hydrogen sulphite
(222)

Sodium metabisulphite (223)

Potassium metabisulphite
(224)

Potassium sulphite (225)
Calcium sulphite (226)

Calcium hydrogen sulphite
(227)

Potassium bisulphite (228)
Sodium thiosulphate (539)
Sulphurous acid (-)

5. Ortho-phenylphenols (231 & | Ortho-phenylphenol (231)

232) Sodium ortho-phenylphenol
(232)
6. Nitrites (249 & 250) Potassium nitrite (249)
Sodium nitrite (250)
7. Nitrates (251 & 252) Sodium nitrate (251)

Potassium nitrate (252)
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Column 1 Column 2
Food additive group Participating additives
Item (INS nos.) (INS nos.)
8. Ascorbyl esters (304 & 305) | Ascorbyl palmitate (304)

Ascorbyl stearate (305)

Tocopherols (307a, b & ¢)

d-alpha-Tocopherol (307a)

Tocopherol concentrate,
mixed (307b)

dl-alpha-Tocopherol (307¢)

10.

Tartrates (334, 335(i1) & 337)

L(+)-Tartaric acid (334)

Sodium (L+)-tartrate
(335(ii))

Potassium sodium L(+)-
tartrate (337)

I1.

Phosphates (338, 339(i)—(iii),
340(1)—(ii1), 341(1)—(iii),
342(i) & (ii), 343(i)—(iii),
450(1)—(1i1), (v)—(vii) & (ix),
451(1) & (i), 452(1)—(v) &
542)

Phosphoric acid (338)

Sodium dihydrogen
phosphate (339(1))

Disodium hydrogen
phosphate (339(i1))

Trisodium phosphate
(339(iii))

Potassium dihydrogen
phosphate (340(1))
Dipotassium hydrogen

phosphate (340(i1))

Tripotassium phosphate
(340(iii))
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Column 1 Column 2
Food additive group Participating additives
Item (INS nos.) (INS nos.)

Calcium dihydrogen
phosphate (341(i))

Calcium hydrogen phosphate
(341(i1))

Tricalcium phosphate
(341(iii))

Ammonium dihydrogen
phosphate (342(i))

Diammonium hydrogen
phosphate (342(ii))

Magnesium dihydrogen
phosphate (343(i))

Magnesium hydrogen
phosphate (343(ii))

Trimagnesium phosphate
(343(iii))

Disodium diphosphate
(450(1))

Trisodium diphosphate
(450(i1))

Tetrasodium diphosphate
(450(iii))

Tetrapotassium diphosphate
(450(v))

Dicalcium diphosphate
(450(vi))




Preservatives in Food (Amendment) Regulation 2024

L.N. 130 of 2024

Section 10 B2741
Column 1 Column 2
Food additive group Participating additives
Item (INS nos.) (INS nos.)

Calcium dihydrogen
diphosphate (450(vii))

Magnesium dihydrogen
diphosphate (450(ix))

Pentasodium triphosphate
(451(1))

Pentapotassium triphosphate
(451(i1))

Sodium polyphosphate
(452(1))

Potassium polyphosphate
(452(i1))

Sodium calcium
polyphosphate (452(iii))

Calcium polyphosphate
(452(iv))

Ammonium polyphosphate
(452(v))

Bone phosphate (542)

12. Ethylenediaminetetraacetates | Calcium disodium
(385 & 386) ethylenediaminetetraacetate
(385)

Disodium
ethylenediaminetetraacetate
(386)
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Section 11 B2743
Column 1 Column 2
Food additive group Participating additives
Item (INS nos.) (INS nos.)
13. Thiodipropionates (388 & Thiodipropionic acid (388)
389) Dilauryl thiodipropionate
(389) »

11.

Schedules 1B and 1C added
After Schedule 1A—
Add

“Schedule 1B

[ss. 2 & 3]

Food Additives Permitted under Section 3(2A) for
Use in Food in accordance with GMP Principles

Column 1 Column 2

Item Permitted food additive (INS no.)
1. Acetic acid, glacial (260)

2. Potassium acetate (261(1))

3. Sodium acetate (262(1))

4, Calcium acetate (263)



Preservatives in Food (Amendment) Regulation 2024

L.N. 130 of 2024

Section 11 B2745
Column 1 Column 2
Item Permitted food additive (INS no.)
5. Propionic acid (280)
6. Sodium propionate (281)
7. Calcium propionate (282)
8. Potassium propionate (283)
9. Carbon dioxide (290)
10. Ascorbic acid, L- (300)
11. Sodium ascorbate (301)
12. Calcium ascorbate (302)
13. Erythorbic acid (isoascorbic acid) (315)
14. Sodium erythorbate (sodium isoascorbate) (316)
15. Lecithins (322)
16. Sodium lactate (325)
17. Potassium lactate (326)
18. Calcium lactate (327)
19. Citric acid (330)
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Column 1 Column 2
Item Permitted food additive (INS no.)
20. Tripotassium citrate (332(ii))
21. Tricalcium citrate (333(iii))
22. Citric and fatty acid esters of glycerol (472¢)
23. Nitrous oxide (942)
24, Glucose oxidase (1102)

Schedule 1C
[s. 3]
Food Excluded from Operation of Section 3(2A)

Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

1.1.1 Fluid milk (plain), including skimmed, partly

skimmed and whole milk
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

1.1.2 Other fluid milk (plain) (e.g. plain reconstituted
fluid milks, non-flavoured vitamin and mineral
fortified fluid milks, lactose reduced milk and
plain milk-based beverages), excluding products
of food categories 1.1.1, 1.1.3 and 1.2 and their
sub-categories (if applicable)

1.1.3 Fluid buttermilk (plain)

1.2 Fermented and renneted milk products (plain),
excluding flavoured products of food category
1.1.4 and its sub-categories (if applicable), and
desserts of food category 1.7 and its sub-
categories (if applicable)

1.2.1 Fermented milks (plain)

1.2.1.1 Fermented milks (plain), not heat-treated after
fermentation

1.2.1.2 Fermented milks (plain), heat-treated after
fermentation

1.2.2 Renneted milk (plain), excluding flavoured

renneted milk products of food category 1.7 and
its sub-categories (if applicable)
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

1.4.1 Pasteurized cream (plain)

1.4.2 Sterilized and ultra-heat treated (UHT) creams,
whipping and whipped creams, and reduced fat
creams (plain)

1.6.3 Whey cheese

1.6.6 Whey protein cheese (e.g. ricotta cheese)

1.8.2 Dried whey and whey products, excluding whey
cheeses of food category 1.6.3 and its sub-
categories (if applicable)

2.1 Fats and oils essentially free from water

2.1.1 Butter oil, anhydrous milkfat and ghee

2.1.2 Vegetable oils and fats

2.1.3 Lard, tallow, fish oil and other animal fats

2.2.1 Butter

2.2.1.1 Butter for manufacturing purposes
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category
4.1.1 Fresh fruit

4.1.1.1 Untreated fresh fruit

4.1.1.2 Surface-treated fresh fruit

4.1.1.2.1 Apples

4.1.1.2.2 Pears

4.1.1.3 Peeled or cut fresh fruit, including shredded or
flaked fresh coconut

4.2.1 Fresh vegetables (including mushrooms and
fungi, roots and tubers, pulses and legumes, and
aloe vera), scaweeds, and nuts and seeds

4.2.1.1 Untreated fresh vegetables (including mushrooms
and fungi, roots and tubers, pulses and legumes
(including soybeans), and aloe vera), seaweeds,
and nuts and seeds

4.2.1.2 Surface-treated fresh vegetables (including
mushrooms and fungi, roots and tubers, pulses
and legumes, and aloe vera), seaweeds, and nuts
and seeds
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Column 1

Food category

no. (as
assigned by
Schedule 1)

4.2.1.3

4.2.2.1

4.2.2.7

6.1

6.2
6.2.1
6.2.2

6.4.1

Column 2

Food category or sub-category

Peeled, cut or shredded fresh vegetables
(including mushrooms and fungi, roots and
tubers, pulses and legumes, and aloe vera),
seaweeds, and nuts and seeds

Frozen vegetables (including mushrooms and
fungi, roots and tubers, pulses and legumes, and
aloe vera), seaweeds, and nuts and seeds

Fermented vegetables (including mushrooms and
fungi, roots and tubers, pulses and legumes, and
aloe vera) and seaweed products, excluding
fermented soybean products of food categories
6.8.6, 6.8.7, 12.9.1 and 12.9.2 and their sub-
categories (if applicable)

Whole, broken or flaked grain, including barley,
corn, oats, rice, sorghum, soybeans and wheat

Flours and starches (including soybean powder)
Flours
Starches

Fresh pastas and noodles and like products
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

6.4.2 Dried pastas and noodles and like products

8.1 Fresh meat, poultry and game

8.1.1 Fresh meat, poultry and game in whole pieces or
cuts

8.1.2 Fresh meat, poultry and game, comminuted

9.1 Fresh fish and fish products, including molluscs,
crustaceans and echinoderms

9.1.1 Fresh fish

9.1.2 Fresh molluscs, crustaceans and echinoderms

9.2 Processed fish and fish products, including
molluscs, crustaceans and echinoderms

9.2.1 Frozen (including fresh and partially cooked)

fish, fish fillets and fish products, including
molluscs, crustaceans and echinoderms (e.g.
frozen clams, frozen cod fillets, frozen crabs,
frozen finfish, frozen lobsters, frozen prawns,
frozen fish roe and frozen surimi)
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

9.2.2 Frozen uncooked battered fish, fish fillets and
fish products, including molluscs, crustaceans
and echinoderms (e.g. frozen raw breaded
shrimps and frozen batter-coated fish fillets)

923 Frozen uncooked minced and creamed fish
products, including molluscs, crustaceans and
echinoderms

9.2.4 Cooked and/or fried fish and fish products,
including molluscs, crustaceans and echinoderms

9.24.1 Cooked fish and fish products (excluding frying),

including cooked surimi, cooked fish paste and
cooked fish roe

9.24.1.1 Cooked fish balls and cakes (excluding frying)

9.24.2 Cooked molluscs, crustaceans and echinoderms
(excluding frying)

9.2.4.2.1 Cooked mollusc, crustacean, and echinoderm
balls and cakes (excluding frying)

9.2.4.3 Fried fish and fish products, including molluscs,
crustaceans and echinoderms
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

92431 Fried fish balls and cakes, including molluscs,
crustaceans and echinoderms

9.2.5 Smoked, dried, fermented and/or salted fish and
fish products, including molluscs, crustaceans
and echinoderms

9.2.5.1 Dried shredded fish, including molluscs,
crustaceans and echinoderms

10.1 Fresh eggs

10.2.1 Pasteurized and chemically preserved (e.g. by
addition of salt) liquid egg products, including
whole egg, egg yolk and egg white

10.2.2 Pasteurized and frozen egg products, including
whole egg, egg yolk and egg white

11.1 Refined and raw sugars

11.1.1 White sugar, dextrose anhydrous, dextrose

monohydrate and fructose

11.1.2 Powdered sugar and powdered dextrose
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Column 1

Food category

no. (as
assigned by
Schedule 1)

11.1.3

11.1.4
11.1.5

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5
12.1
12.1.1

12.1.2

Column 2

Food category or sub-category

Soft white sugar, soft brown sugar, glucose
syrup, dried glucose syrup and raw cane sugar

Lactose

Plantation or mill white sugar

Brown sugar (e.g. Demerara sugar), excluding
products of food category 11.1.3 and its sub-
categories (if applicable)

Sugar solutions and syrups, also (partially)
inverted, including treacle and molasses,
excluding products of food category 11.1.3 and

its sub-categories (if applicable)

Other sugars and syrups (e.g. xylose, maple
syrup and decorative sugar toppings)

Honey
Salt and salt substitutes
Salt

Salt substitutes
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category

12.2.1 Herbs and spices™

12.2.1.1 Curry paste

13.1 Infant formulae and follow-up formulae

13.1.1 Infant formulae

13.1.2 Follow-up formulae

13.2 Complementary foods for infants and young
children, excluding products of food category
13.1 and its sub-categories (if applicable)

14.1.1 Bottled or packaged drinking waters

14.1.2 Fruit and vegetable juices, excluding beverages
based on fruit and vegetable juices of food
category 14.1.4.2 and its sub-categories (if
applicable)

14.1.2.1 Fruit juice

14.1.2.1.1 Grape juice products (unfermented, intended for
sacramental use)
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category
14.1.2.2 Vegetable juice

14.1.2.3 Concentrates for fruit juice

14.1.2.4 Concentrates for vegetable juice

14.1.3 Fruit and vegetable nectars

14.1.3.1 Fruit nectar

14.1.3.2 Vegetable nectar

14.1.3.3 Concentrates for fruit nectar

14.1.3.4 Concentrates for vegetable nectar

14.1.5 Coffee, coffee substitutes, tea, herbal infusions,

and other hot cereal and grain beverages,
including ready-to-drink products, their mixes
and concentrates, and treated coffee beans for
the manufacture of coffee products, excluding
ready-to-drink cocoa of food category 1.1.4 and
its sub-categories (if applicable) and cocoa mixes
of food category 5.1.1 and its sub-categories (if
applicable)
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Column 1 Column 2

Food category

no. (as

assigned by

Schedule 1) Food category or sub-category
14.1.5.1 Coffee extract, solid

14.2.3 Grape wines

*Excluding spices”.

Irene YOUNG Bick-kwan
Director of Food and
Environmental Hygiene

30 September 2024
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Explanatory Note

This Regulation amends the Preservatives in Food Regulation
(Cap. 132 sub. leg. BD) (principal Regulation). The main
purposes of the amendments are set out below.

2. The definitions of preservative and antioxidant in the principal
Regulation are amended. This Regulation adds a new definition
of food to the principal Regulation to exclude food for special
medical purposes from the application of the principal
Regulation.

3. The principal Regulation prohibits the use of food additives
(defined as a preservative or an antioxidant) except for those
listed in Schedule 1 to the principal Regulation (permitted food
additives). Relevant food may contain the permitted food
additives in a proportion that do not exceed the maximum
permitted levels specified in that Schedule. This Regulation
updates that Schedule.

4, Schedule 1A to the principal Regulation lists out, in relation to
certain food additives, their “alternative forms” that may be
used in food under section 2A of the principal Regulation.
That section 2A is repealed and a new section 2(4) is added to
the principal Regulation, and that Schedule 1A is substituted.
Instead of specifying the “alternative forms” for permitted food
additives that are subject to the same maximum permitted
levels, the new provisions provide for the maximum permitted
level to be specified for a food additive group. The participating
additives which constitute the food additive group are specified
in the new Schedule 1A. This means the total amount of
participating additives of that group must not exceed the
maximum permitted level specified for that group.
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5. New section 3(2A) and (2B) and new Schedules 1B and 1C are

added to the principal Regulation. The new Schedule 1B lists
out the food additives that are permitted, pursuant to the new
section 3(2A), to be added to food in accordance with the
GMP principles. The new Schedule 1C lists out the food
categories and sub-categories that are excluded from the
operation of the new section 3(2A).

Section 3(8) of the principal Regulation permits canned food to
contain nisin and other food to contain nisin where it is
introduced in the preparation of that food by the use of canned
food containing nisin. That section is repealed and reenacted as
the new section 3(8) and (8A). The effect is that, for any canned
food that is relevant food of a scheduled food category for
which a maximum permitted level is specified in column 3 of
the new Schedule 1 in relation to nisin, the proportion of nisin
that may be present is limited to the maximum permitted level.

Section 3(9) of the principal Regulation is amended so a
permitted food additive specified in the new Schedule 1B may
be introduced by the use of any food (Food A) in the
preparation of compounded food if the permitted food additive
is used in Food A in accordance with the GMP principles.
However, this permission does not apply if the relevant food
used in the compounded food is of a scheduled food category
that is also specified in the new Schedule 1C.

Section 4 of the principal Regulation is amended to exclude
from its application any food falling within food category 13 or
its sub-categories in the new Schedule 1.

Section 10A of the principal Regulation is repealed because it
is a transitional provision for an earlier amendment and its
effect has already expired.
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10. A new section 10B added to the principal Regulation contains

transitional provision to the effect as follows: despite the
amendments to the requirements under the principal
Regulation, if, during the transitional period of 24 months
from 30 December 2024, a person complies with the
requirements in force immediately before the commencement
date of this Regulation, the person does not contravene the
principal Regulation, as amended.
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