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EHE WA -

MR PAUL CHENG: Madam President, I rise in support of the Hong Kong
Reunification Bill. As Hong Kong moves onto another stage of her remarkable
development, it is important that a balanced legal framework be established.
Under the "one country two systems" concept, our system incorporating
economic, social and political freedoms is guaranteed under the Basic Law.

Despite reassurances from Chinese leaders and Mr TUNG Chee-hwa,
media around the world continue to cast doubts over our future—focusing on

democratic development, civil liberties and human rights — all wonderful labels
and sound bytes. The fact of the matter is that we do have a schedule in the
Basic Law on constitutional development. Starting with the spring of 1998 we
will be electing our first legislature and in about 10 years' time we may well have
a legislature which is elected by universal suffrage. Individual rights and
freedom, just as we have them today, will be respected so long as differences of
opinion are expressed through orderly and peaceful means. Those who prefer to
take to the streets should always remember that the rest of the community has
rights as well. No one organization nor one single individual should abuse their
power and influence.

I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to urge all our friends from
around the world to rise above the sound bytes and headlines, to continue to
support us and to have faith in our ability to propel Hong Kong to new heights as
we build our society within the context of Chinese values for the benefit of
generations to come.

EE BEmEEE -
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MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, it is with pride and a sense of
achievement that the Liberal Party will support the Hong Kong Reunification Bill.
Thank you. (Laughter)

TR MHEHEEE -

MRS ELSIE TU: Madam President, for patriotic Chinese everywhere, this day
of reunification is one of rejoicing. And for British people of conscience, there
is joy in handing back to China what is rightfully hers.

To the great credit of the Chinese nation, this reunification has been
accomplished through peaceful negotiation. China's farsighted statesmanship
has ensured that the cultural, social and political influences of one and a half
centuries will continue to be reflected in Hong Kong in the "one country, two
systems" concept. Never in world history have the complex problems of
transfer been achieved in such a civilized and peaceful manner. One can only
regret that the great statesman who conceived this unique transfer of power
cannot be in Hong Kong today to witness the fulfilment of his dream.

That which was taken from China has now been restored to the rightful
owner. Consequently, our two nations, China and Britain, can be friends as
never before, seeking a future of mutual understanding, each ruling her own
territory as equals, and exchanging the best of their cultures, learning from each
other to the economic and social benefit of both.

From this day, Hong Kong will not only be united with the Motherland, but
will build a more fabulous bridge than the Tsing Ma Bridge, reaching from China
to every country in the world, and contributing to the economies, the culture and
the friendship of all nations.
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This piece of precious jade, Hong Kong, has been returned to the sovereign,
and we all rejoice. May I congratulate all Chinese people everywhere and wish
this united China a future of stability and prosperity.

Madam President, I fully support the Hong Kong Reunification Bill.
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Adjourned accordingly at five minutes to Four o'clock.



