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THE HONOURABLE TIMOTHY FOK TSUN-TING, J.P.

IOt A - J.P.
THE HONOURABLE LAW CHI-KWONG, J.P.

MR HEAE TP,

THE HONOURABLE TAM YIU-CHUNG, J.P.

JIERE -
CLERKS IN ATTENDANCE:

tE R G E L o P
MR RICKY FUNG CHOI-CHEUNG, J.P., SECRETARY GENERAL

RIS RAEm A E - J.P.
MR LAW KAM-SANG, J.P., DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL

B BB 3 R RO S A
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FHIZEEARES

TAKING OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AFFIRMATIONS AND OATHS
WE: SMHE BHEEFES -

ME SO %E’]ﬁfk%@}“ﬁﬁ’j EEYINRPZE—#EE - F—UKE > EH
HAWENR > FHEIETESE  RRBEBES UK -

WE:FESMUEKEREL HEMAEFEREEESERLE -
THSHREHHEHILEGES

The Honourable Kenneth TING Woo-shou took the Legislative Council Oath

HItR#EEEE L EEES
The Honourable James TIEN Pei-chun took the Legislative Council Oath

KYBFEEEEILEEE
The Honourable David CHU Yu-lin took the Legislative Council Oath

null

H[I[_T;
null

A E#E L ETE
The Honourable HO Sai-chu took the Legislative Council Oath

H[I[_T;
& Tl

MEHFEEEELETE
The Honourable Cyd HO Sau-lan took the Legislative Council Oath

l

AR RKREEEEILEEES
The Honourable Edward HO Sing-tin took the Legislative Council Oath

MRCHEEBE#E LY T
The Honourable Albert HO Chun-yan made the Legislative Council Affirmation

M EREEEILEEES
The Honourable Michael HO Mun-ka took the Legislative Council Oath
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MERFEEEHILEEES

Dr the Honourable Raymond HO Chung-tai took the Legislative Council Oath

FOKERBEHILEEES

The Honourable LEE Wing-tat took the Legislative Council Oath

FHAKRBHEHILEEES

The Honourable LEE Cheuk-yan took the Legislative Council Oath

FPHEHEEEHILEEES

The Honourable Martin LEE Chu-ming took the Legislative Council Oath

TR B H#EILEE B

The Honourable Eric LI Ka-cheung made the Legislative Council Affirmation

FHMNREEHILEEES

The Honourable LEE Kai-ming took the Legislative Council Oath

PEHEREEHEAILEGES
Dr the Honourable David LI Kwok-po took the Legislative Council Oath

FEWNREEHILEEES

The Honourable Fred LI Wah-ming took the Legislative Council Oath

EHEREEE LR S

Dr the Honourable LUI Ming-wah made the Legislative Council Affirmation

0O B o 2= SE L o o BT =
REEFEEHEEILETES

The Honourable NG Leung-sing took the Legislative Council Oath

REHESEHEIIEEE

Prof the Honourable NG Ching-fai made the Legislative Council Affirmation

REEREEEHEILEEES

The Honourable Margaret NG took the Legislative Council Oath
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FIRMIEEEEEILEEES
The Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW LIANG Shuk-yee took the Legislative
Council Oath

WHREBEREEEHEILEGSES
The Honourable Mrs Rita FAN took the Legislative Council Oath

BRI Y S

The Honourable Ronald ARCULLI took the Legislative Council Oath

HEREEEHEILEEES

The Honourable MA Fung-kwok took the Legislative Council Oath

REHEAEEHEILEEES

The Honourable James TO Kun-sun took the Legislative Council Oath

RN LB EEILEGER
The Honourable CHEUNG Man-kwong made the Legislative Council
Affirmation

RKBHEBEHEILEGES
The Honourable Ambrose CHEUNG Wing-sum took the Legislative Council
Oath

IREFHRAEHEILEEES

The Honourable HUI Cheung-ching took the Legislative Council Oath

ERAEREEHILEEES
The Honourable Christine LOH took the Legislative Council Oath

PRE S E EE LEEES
The Honourable CHAN Kwok-keung took the Legislative Council Oath

iR E Sl L EEES
The Honourable CHAN Yuen-han took the Legislative Council Oath
MR REEHEALEEES

The Honourable Bernard CHAN took the Legislative Council Oath
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PR EEHILEEES

The Honourable CHAN Wing-chan took the Legislative Council Oath

MEMEREEHEALEEES
The Honourable CHAN Kam-lam took the Legislative Council Oath

REBRAEHIEOEE

= =l

Dr the Honourable LEONG Che-hung took the Legislative Council Oath

REFXFHEEEHEILEGES

The Honourable Mrs Sophie LEUNG LAU Yau-fun took the Legislative
Council Oath
RPREEFEEHEILIEGES

The Honourable LEUNG Yiu-chung took the Legislative Council Oath

BNrTEEEEHEILETES

The Honourable Gary CHENG Kai-nam took the Legislative Council Oath

BMEEEEHEIIEEES

The Honourable SIN Chung-kai took the Legislative Council Oath

HLEBREABEHEILIEGES
The Honourable Andrew WONG Wang-fat took the Legislative Council Oath
EHILEEEEILIEGES
Dr the Honourable Philip WONG Yu-hong took the Legislative Council Oath
EAMEEEEILIEGES

The Honourable WONG Yung-kan took the Legislative Council Oath

Il

IR B EELEEES

The Honourable Jasper TSANG Yok-sing took the Legislative Council Oath
LEEZREEHEILIEGES

The Honourable Howard YOUNG took the Legislative Council Oath
LRR#EBEEREILEEES

Dr the Honourable YEUNG Sum took the Legislative Council Oath
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GREEEEHEILIEEES

The Honourable YEUNG Yiu-chung took the Legislative Council Oath

e N g = —
EELHEEEILETES

The Honourable CHIM Pui-chung took the Legislative Council Oath

THEEEEILEGES
The Honourable LAU Chin-shek took the Legislative Council Oath

FNTHEEREEHEILIEGES
The Honourable LAU Kong-wah took the Legislative Council Oath

FERFEEEHILEEES

The Honourable LAU Wong-fat took the Legislative Council Oath

REEEEHEILEEES

The Honourable Mrs Miriam LAU Kin-yee took the Legislative Council Oath

FEREEEHEILIEGES
The Honourable Ambrose LAU Hon-chuen took the Legislative Council Oath

BEWEEEHILEEES

= =l

The Honourable Emily LAU Wai-hing took the Legislative Council Oath

HREEEEHAILEEES

Dr the Honourable TANG Siu-tong took the Legislative Council Oath

HXLEHRABEHEHILEGES
The Honourable CHOY So-yuk took the Legislative Council Oath

MExEXREEHILEEES

The Honourable Andrew CHENG Kar-foo took the Legislative Council Oath

FAEEREEELEEES
The Honourable SZETO Wah took the Legislative Council Oath
EEERBEHEIIEGES

The Honourable Timothy FOK Tsun-ting took the Legislative Council Oath
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MR BEEEILEGES
The Honourable LAW Chi-kwong took the Legislative Council Oath

HREHRAEEEIIEGES

The Honourable TAM Yiu-chung took the Legislative Council Oath

ME:MEHENEECEET SE - FEAME -

EBRTE

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT
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HWABREEREH -
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LHEE RMHGEREHE > NREZRAHRSIHE -

WE: FEEHE

BEEEEE D —HERZE RLHKREEMRESE -

ME:REBRE  MAEBANY > FEGEZEHA?
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N 4 3T 43
4.37 pm

T

Meeting suspended.

N 4K 53 4
4.53 pm

ok e kAR o
Council then resumed.

S
PAPERS

NS TRE (B ECBEAGRE) 2 34(DHERIRERK
The following papers were laid on the table pursuant to Section 34(1) of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance:

BT 8 3% 1] NN LA
(1998 Fhk i A& (5T ) Ml (1998 F 25 16 5% )
1998 &£ (AEZHM) &%) ... .. 208/98
(1998 FMEH (LB EW) D) o i 209/98

(ERBEEEMHEGT (1997 4£55 96 5% ) 1998 4F
(AEMHEHE) %) 210/98

(R A E GG (1997 5 27 57 ) 1998 4F
(AEMHEHE) %) o 911/98

(1998 £ 2 (BET) (& 25%) &6 (1998 F
24 5%) 1998 F (AW HEN) AN&) ..., 212/98
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(1998 FEEE#MZEE (BE]) M1 (1998 £ 27 5% )
1998 &£ (AEZHM) &) .o oo L. 213/98

(1998 SFEIFEM (EET) (28 25F) BB (1998

B 339F) 1998 4 (£ HE) %) ..., 914/98
(REfs (Z&) (ZEEH) BE)D) ... ... .. .. 215/98
(1998 AR AL (ZH) (EFT) HEAI) ... 216/98

C1997 & i it Je v V& I (EET ) MBI (1997 4
5228 BREARE S ) 1998 & (ARHW)
(B 258 NE) oo 217/98

(1998 FEERZE K FHE (B3T7) HEl (1998 F
5130 R RS ) 1998 F (A HI)
/N == 218/98

(1998 F R gEFR (EFT) MBI (1998 F55 131 5

ERAE) 1998 F (B HW) &) ... 219/98
(1998 FEE AT (E3T) MAL) ... .. 220/98
(1998 FEAMMWMERELE) 221/98
(1998 FMEHEM & (W) &%) ... ... 222/98

(1997 & Ty (BET) HRE1 (1997 55 12 )
1998 = (A HE) &) oo oL 223/98

(BREM (Z2) A (1997 F5 187 5tk &
NE) 1998 F (EHB) &) oo 224/98

(1998 4 43 57 2 T 7 BAGE B % 900 585 45 3 )
CBETHEZ 4) ) oo 225/98

(1998 FfEEI#E (E57) A ..., 226/98
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(1998 FEATBE (E5]) (B 250) HAT) ...

(1998 58 B 2l (M58 70 1T e & Bt 22 3% )
(BET) &%) o

(1997 E£MHEIFRIT (EFT) BB (1997 F28 31 5%)
1998 & (AEMHM) &) oo

(MR 2 R R RG] (1997 A28 39 5% ) 1998 4
(EBHEHBE) 2E) oo

(1998 FFiH B 20 (B B 5C e <HRBE ) (EF])
(Z 25%) HBI (1998 5 65 5 LB A S
1998 £ (AEMHEM) &) L

(1997 FiE 2l (A HIRABER) (B5])
(B 7T58) FEI (1997 F5 512 3R EFE LA S )
1998 £ (AEHEM) &) L

(1998 Mz (FIR) (B 25) &) ...,

(1998 ML & (AT ) (BE]) A
(1998 425 15 5% ) 1998 & (A% HH)

N ) o

CB - R RE R (1998 4£ 265 22 5% ) 1998 4
(EFHEHB) BF) o

(AT CHrmsg ) < (1997 F£55 594 R iE A&
1998 & (AEMHM) &) oo

(1998 SFEIFEM (BET) (25 25%) A
(1998 25 33 5% ) 1998 & (A% HH)
(FE25t) &) oo

(1998 F g G i 28 —E LIk
BRAFDS)

(1998 [ 1 M & R 01 CERTIT &)
(B 25%) 2) oo

227/98

228/98

229/98

230/98

231/98

232/98

233/98

234/98

235/98

236/98

237/98

238/98

239/98
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(1998 FEpafy (RFIMEEAL) BB
(FIFE) D) o

(S EHFHF (1998 £5 10 HEBEAE)
1998 4 (EHB) (F25) &) ...

(1998 & 5 17 5 U+ T Bk (BB g
BEBEHEERBHEBBEER) &) ...

(it N os GE@CRERE ) (B R AERD

N

(Mg GE@mCHER ) (FHREEE)

N

(Mo CGE@mCHER ) (RERRFENEE)

N

(BhE 2 2 R REAB (1997 5 332 ik
NE) 1998 F (EHB) &) oo

(22 R BB (1997 428 622 SR iEE A S
1998 £ (A HW) A&) ... oL

(1998 FFiH B 20 (B E5C e <HRE ) (EF])
(5 29%) #BI (1998 &£ 65 sk A S
1998 &£ (AR HM) (B 25) &&F) .....

(1998 FE A UL A SRR (ERR M)
(BE208) D) o

(1998 S hg & R B ERE1 (AR 2D HR1E LD
HAAD) ANE) o

(1998 F RV E (BEY) EEL)
(BET) BBI) ..o

(1998 EF et E (BRI HA) ... ...,

240/98

241/98

242/98

243/98

244/98

245/98

246/98

24°7/98

248/98

249/98

250/98

251/98

252/98
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(1998 FEamshzE (BET) (B 357) HMA) ... 253/98
(1998 4 fifs firt ke d& & & (KA EET ) &) 254/98
(1998 F e R BRG] (@AY ) 5E/m) ... 255/98
(1998 FEHEEHR X ARERE (BT HE) ... 256/98
(1996 F g g (R L AL A0 K 7R i A 35 )
(BWEFRLA) 2 (1996 F 5 439 57
EHRAE) 1998 4F (ERMHE) &) ... 957/98
(1996 Fpsie (FEEEEEGRAA) <
(1996 F 55 440 5L FE LS ) 1998 4
(EmEH) BE) 958/98
(BRBEESEMMRGT (1997 455 96 5% ) 1998 4F
(EHE) (B25) &) ..., 959/98
Subsidiary Legislation L.N. No.
Town Planning (Amendment) Ordinance 1998 (16 of 1998)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 ......................... 208/98
Coinage (Commemorative Gold Coin) Order 1998.......... 209/98
Veterinary Surgeons Registration Ordinance (96 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 ......................... 210/98
Coroners Ordinance (27 of 1997) (Commencement)
Notice 1998 ... i 211/98
Housing (Amendment) (No. 2) Ordinance 1998 (24 of
1998) (Commencement) Notice 1998 ................. 212/98
Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Ordinance 1998
(27 of 1998) (Commencement) Notice 1998 ......... 213/98
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Stamp Duty (Amendment) (No. 2) Ordinance 1998
(33 of 1998) (Commencement) Notice 1998 .........
Merchant Shipping (Safety) (Safety Management)

Regulation..................oooeiiiinnen.

Foreign Lawyers Registration (Fees) (Amendment)

Rules 1998 .....cooviiiiieai..

Shipping and Port Control (Amendment) Regulation

1997 (L.N. 228 of 1997) (Commencement) (No. 2)
Notice 1998 .......coiiiiiiiii,

Pharmacy and Poisons (Amendment) Regulation 1998

(L.N. 130 of 1998) (Commencement)

Notice 1998 ..o

Poisons List (Amendment) Regulation 1998
(L.N. 131 of 1998) (Commencement)

Notice 1998 ...

Trainee Solicitors (Amendment) Rules 1998..

Declaration of Increase in Pensions Notice 1998.............

Widows and Orphans Pension (Increase) Notice 1998 ......

Electricity (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 (12 of 1997)

(Commencement) Notice 1998 ........

Electrical Products (Safety) Regulation
(L.N. 187 of 1997) (Commencement)

Notice 1998 ...

Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance
(Public Pleasure Grounds) (Amendment of Fourth

Schedule) Order 1998 ...................

Solicitors' Practice (Amendment) Rules 1998

214/98

215/98

216/98

217/98

218/98

219/98

220/98

221/98

222/98

223/98

224/98

225/98

226/98



Ly — 1998 F TR 2 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 2 July 1998

21

Solicitors' Practice (Amendment) (No. 2) Rules 1998 ......
Road Traffic (Breath Analysing Instruments and
Screening Devices) (Amendment) Notice 1998......

Crimes (Amendment) Ordinance 1997 (31 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 ...................oo.. ..

Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance (39 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 .........................

Road Traffic (Registration and Licensing of Vehicles)
(Amendment) (No. 2) Regulation 1998
(L.N. 65 of 1998) (Commencement) Notice 1998 ..

Road Traffic (Public Service Vehicles) (Amendment)
(No. 7) Regulation 1997 (L.N. 512 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 .................o.eoe. ..

Tax Reserve Certificates (Rate of Interest) (No. 2)
Notice 1998 ... o

Fire Safety (Commercial Premises) (Amendment)
Ordinance 1998 (15 of 1998) (Commencement)
Notice 1998 ...

Prevention of Copyright Piracy Ordinance (22 of 1998)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 ....................o.. ..

Fugitive Offenders (Singapore) Order (L.N. 594 of 1997)
(Commencement) Notice 1998 ........................

Stamp Duty (Amendment) (No. 2) Ordinance 1998
(33 of 1998) (Commencement) (No. 2)
Notice 1998 ... .o

Schedule of Routes (New World First Bus Services
Limited) Order 1998 ...ttt

227/98

228/98

229/98

230/98

231/98

232/98

233/98

234/98

235/98

236/98

237/98

238/98
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Prevention of Bribery Ordinance (Amendment of
Schedule) (No. 2) Order 1998 ............ccevinnnnnn. 239/98

Merchant Shipping (Limitation of Shipowners Liability)
Ordinance (Rate of Interest) Order 1998 ............. 240/98

Airport Authority Bylaw (L.N. 10 of 1998)
(Commencement) (No. 2) Notice 1998 ............... 241/98

Declaration of Change of Titles (District Office,
District Officer and Assistant District Officer)
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MISS MARGARET NG: I think it is right to explain to Members that the
Solicitor General, did offer to discuss with our Legal Adviser the point he has
raised in the letter. However, I, on behalf of the group which had no time to
reconvene, informed the Administration that this was not an appropriate course
of action. It is because from my point of view, whatever the Government has
to say should be listened to by all Members, and the discussion should be
between all Members and members of the Administration. For that reason, we
informed the Administration that we anticipated a discussion in the Committee.
As to the form the discussion is going to be taken, it will be decided in the House
Committee as soon as possible. And I urge Members to listen to the views of
the Administration in whatever suitable forum.

Thank you, Madam President.
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MR RONALD ARCULLI: Madam President, the Liberal Party also supports
the passing of the Rules of Procedure today, but I entirely share the concern of
The Honourable James TO over the absence of any government officials. 1
think those of us who attended the celebration yesterday have also heard from
members of the press how this Government of ours regarded this particular
legislature, and I can say to you, Madam President, that the words used were not
very pleasant, and I think their absence from this Council Chamber today is a
signal. I hope I am wrong. I sincerely hope that I am wrong as to the regard
which they do not have for us.

Thank you.
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Adjourned accordingly at sixteen minutes past Five o*clock.
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Legislative Council

ERFRHFIIFEGERERNZEE
Election of Member to preside at the election of
President of the Legislative Council

=R
BALLOT PAPER

A E N HZEAMERS LIRBEEENEH
Please put down in legible form the name of the
nominee of your choice in the space below.
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PART A

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL

1. Oath or Affirmation

Except for the purpose of enabling this Rule to be complied with, no
Member of the Council shall attend a meeting or vote therein until he has made
or subscribed an oath or affirmation in accordance with the provisions of the
Oaths and Declarations Ordinance (Cap. 11). Where a general election is held,
a Member who had previously made or subscribed such oath or affirmation shall
again do so in compliance with this Rule before he attends a meeting or votes in
the Council.

2. Language

A Member may address the Council in either Putonghua, Cantonese or the
English language.
3. Presiding in Council and in Committee of the Whole Council

(1) There shall be a President of the Council who, when present at a
meeting of the Council or a committee of the whole Council and able, in his
opinion, to act, shall preside or be Chairman.

(2) In the absence of the President from a meeting of the Council or a
committee of the whole Council or when, in his opinion, he is unable to act,

there shall preside at that meeting -

(a) the President’s deputy; or
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(b) in the absence of the President’s deputy from that meeting
or when, in his opinion, he is unable to act, the Member
who is elected by and from among the Members present
in accordance with the procedure as determined by the
House Committee.

(3) The President’s deputy or other Member presiding shall enjoy all
those powers conferred by these Rules of Procedure on the President or
Chairman that are exercisable in respect of the meeting, or part of the meeting,
of the Council or a committee of the whole Council at which the President’s
deputy or that Member presides or is Chairman, or in respect of which the
President has requested that he preside or be Chairman.

4) In addition to those powers mentioned in subrule (3), the
President’s deputy shall enjoy such of those powers conferred by these Rules of
Procedure on the President or Chairman of a committee of the whole Council as
the President may specify by notice in the Gazette.

4. Election of President

(1) Subject to subrule (2), the President shall be elected by and from
among the Members of the Council in accordance with the Schedule.

(2) The President shall be a Chinese citizen of not less than 40 years of
age, who is a permanent resident of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region with no right of abode in any foreign country and has ordinarily resided
in Hong Kong for a continuous period of not less than 20 years.

3) The President shall hold office until the dissolution of the Council.

4) The person holding the office of President immediately before a
dissolution of the Council, or in his absence or inability to act, the person who
was last the President’s deputy, shall be deemed to be the President and shall call
and preside at a meeting of the Council held for the consideration of urgent
business during that dissolution and shall be Chairman at a meeting of a
committee of the whole Council held in consequence of such a meeting of the
Council. If both such persons are absent or unable to act, the Member who is
elected by and from among the Members present, shall preside.
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5. President’s Deputy

(D) The chairman of the House Committee elected as such under Rule
75(2) (House Committee) shall be the President’s deputy.

(2) In the absence of the chairman of the House Committee or when, in
his opinion, he is unable to act, the deputy chairman of the House Committee
elected as such under Rule 75(2) (House Committee) shall act as the President’s
deputy.

3) The reference to the “chairman of the House Committee” in
subrules (1) and (2) shall not include a person elected to act as chairman during
the temporary absence of the chairman and deputy chairman.

6. Duties of the Clerk

(1) The Clerk to the Legislative Council shall be responsible for
advising the President on all matters relating to the procedure of the Council.

(2) The Clerk shall be responsible for keeping the minutes of the
proceedings of the Council and of committees of the whole Council. The
minutes of proceedings shall record the Members attending, all decisions taken,
and details of every division held.

(3) The Clerk shall be responsible for preparing from day to day a
Council Agenda Item Book showing all future business of which notice has been
given. The Council Agenda Item Book shall be open to the inspection of
Members and public officers acting in the course of their duties relevant to
Council business at all reasonable hours.

4) The Clerk, acting under the directions of the President, shall be
responsible for preparing for each meeting an Agenda of the Council showing
the business for that meeting.

(5) The Clerk shall be responsible for the custody of the votes, records,
bills and other documents laid before the Council, which shall be open to
inspection by Members and public officers acting in the course of their duties
relevant to Council business at all reasonable hours, and by other persons under
arrangements approved by the President.

(6) The Clerk, acting under the directions of the President, shall be
responsible for the production of the Official Record of all proceedings in the
Council and in the committee of the whole Council.
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(7) The Clerk shall be responsible for providing every committee and
subcommittee of the Council with a clerk.

(8) The Clerk shall perform the further duties laid upon him in these
Rules of Procedure, and all other duties in the service of the Council ordered by
the Council or directed by the President.

7. Counsel to the Legislature

(1) The Legal Adviser of the Legislative Council Secretariat shall be
the Counsel to the Legislature.

(2) The Counsel to the Legislature shall have the general duty of
advising the President and the Clerk on legal questions arising in relation to the
business or administration of the Council.

8. Attendance of the Chief Executive

The Chief Executive may at his discretion attend meetings of the Council,
or any committee or subcommittee thereof, for the following purposes —

(a) addressing the Council at any time as he shall think fit,
including during a special meeting;

(b) answering Members’ questions put to him on the work of the
Government; and

(c) proposing any policy, measure, bill, resolution, motion or
question for debate by and in the Council or any such
committee or subcommittee.

9. Attendance of Public Officers

(1) Designated public officers may attend meetings of the Council,
committees of the whole Council, the Finance Committee or subcommittees of
the Finance Committee and to speak on behalf of the Government.

(2) A designated public officer may give notice to the Clerk of items of
business to be included in the Agenda of the Council or the agenda of the
Finance Committee or a subcommittee of the Finance Committee.
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(3) Where it appears to the Clerk, when preparing the Agenda of the
Council or the agenda of the Finance Committee or a subcommittee of the
Finance Committee showing the business for a meeting, that a particular item of
business requires the attendance of a designated public officer, the Clerk shall
state, in respect of that particular item, the name of the office of that public
officer.

4) A public officer may be invited by any other committee or
subcommittee of the Council to attend the meeting of the committee or the
subcommittee if circumstances so require.

10. Participation of Public Officers in Proceedings

(1) The public officer whose office is stated in respect of a particular
item of business in an Agenda of the Council or an agenda of the Finance
Committee or a subcommittee of the Finance Committee for a meeting and a
public officer who has notified the Clerk before the meeting that his attendance
is required in respect of a particular item of business may attend that meeting
and speak on behalf of the Government.

2) These Rules of Procedure except Rules 1 (Oath or Affirmation), 3
(Presiding in Council and in Committee of the Whole Council), 8 (Attendance of
the Chief Executive), 17 (Quorum), 20 (Presentation of Petitions), the Rules in
Part J (Voting) and Rule 71(2) and (8) (Finance Committee), shall apply, in
relation to the item of business in respect of which a public officer attends a
meeting, to that public officer as they apply to a Member:

Provided that Rule 39 (Interruptions) shall apply to a public officer only in
relation to the item of business in respect of which he attends a meeting.

(3) Subject to Rule 9(1) (Attendance of Public Officers) and such
direction as may otherwise be made by the Chief Executive, the Chief Secretary
for Administration, the Financial Secretary and the Secretary for Justice may
attend any meeting of the Council, committees of the whole Council and other
committees and subcommittees, and when attending meetings of the Council or
committees of the whole Council these Rules of Procedure, except Rules 1 (Oath
or Affirmation), 3 (Presiding in Council and in Committee of the Whole
Council), 8 (Attendance of the Chief Executive), 9(2) (Attendance of Public
Officers), 17 (Quorum), 20 (Presentation of Petitions), and the Rules in Part J
(Voting), shall apply to them as they apply to a Member.
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6
PART B
SESSIONS, MEETINGS AND ADJOURNMENTS OF THE COUNCIL
11. Ordinary Sessions
(1) At least one session of the Council shall be convened in every
calendar year, but a session which begins in one calendar year may be continued

and concluded in the following year.

(2) A session shall begin on such date as the Chief Executive may
appoint by notice published in the Gazette.

(3) A session shall end on such date as the Chief Executive may appoint
by notice published in the Gazette, or on a dissolution of the Council, whichever
is the earlier.

(4) The consideration of any bill or other business of the Council is not
to be affected by the end of a session and may be resumed at any subsequent

meeting, but is to lapse at the end of a term of office or on a dissolution of the
Council.

12. First Meeting of Term

(1) At the first meeting of a term, Members shall make or subscribe an
oath or affirmation as provided for under Rule 1 (Oath or Affirmation).

2) After all Members present have made or subscribed an oath or
affirmation, the election of the President shall be conducted in accordance with
the procedure as provided for under Rule 4 (Election of President).

(3) The President shall, after his election, preside at that meeting.

13. The Chief Executive’s Policy Address

(1) At a meeting not less than 14 days after the Chief Executive has
presented a Policy Address to the Council, a motion may be moved without
notice for an address of thanks to the Chief Executive for his address.

(2) A motion under subrule (1) shall be moved in the following form:

“That this Council thanks the Chief Executive for his address.”
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3) Amendments may be moved to the motion described in subrule (2)
only by way of adding words at the end of the motion and may be moved without
notice.

14. Days and Hours of Meetings

(1) Meetings of the Council during each session shall be held on such
days and shall begin at such hour as the President shall determine but a period of
6 weeks shall not elapse between the date of one meeting and the date appointed
for the next meeting in the same session.

(2) Written notice of every meeting of the Council, other than the first
meeting of a new session and meetings held within 14 clear days of the
commencement of the first session of a term of the Council, shall be given by the
Clerk to Members at least 14 clear days before the day of the meeting but in
cases of emergency and meetings held for the purposes of Rule 8 (Attendance of
the Chief Executive) and Rule 15 (Meetings for Urgent Business) the President
may dispense with such notice and in that event the longest possible notice shall
be given.

(3) The President may, at any time after he has determined the day and
hour upon which a meeting is to begin, change the day or hour so determined to
a later day or hour, or to an earlier day or hour.

4) When in the opinion of the President it is necessary for the proper
completion of the business on the Agenda of the Council at a meeting of the
Council to continue any unfinished business on another day, the President may
order that the meeting shall continue on such other day for that purpose.
Where the President so orders at a meeting of the Council, the meeting shall
stand suspended and shall resume for the continuation of business on such other
day.

(5) The President may at any time suspend a meeting or adjourn the
Council.

15. Meetings for Urgent Business

(1) The President shall, at the request of the Chief Executive, call
emergency meetings of the Council. Where such a meeting is to be held during
the period after the end of a term of office or the dissolution of the Council, it
shall be convened before the date (if more than one, the first date) specified for
the holding of a general election for all the Members of the Legislative Council.
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(2) During any period when the Council is in recess between the end of
one session and the beginning of the next session, the President may call a
special meeting of the Council on such day and at such hour as he may specify.

(3) These Rules of Procedure shall apply to a meeting of the Council
held under subrules (1) and (2).

16. Motions for the Adjournment of the Council

(1) When for any sufficient reason it is not desired to formulate a
motion in express terms for the purpose of debating an issue or issues, a motion
that the Council do now adjourn may be moved for the purpose of such a debate.

(2) Such a motion shall not require notice and may be moved only
between two items of business. It may be moved by a Member or any
designated public officer attending the meeting, with the permission of the
President, if the President is satisfied that the adjournment is for the purpose of
discussing a specific issue of urgent public importance.

(3) If such a motion shall be agreed to, the Council shall stand
adjourned.

4) At the conclusion of all the business on the Agenda of the Council a
Member may move that this Council do now adjourn, for the purpose of raising
any issue concerning public interest, with a view to eliciting a reply from a
designated public officer.

5) A Member who wishes to move a motion under the provisions of
subrule (4) shall give notice of the issue in writing to the Clerk not less than 7
clear days before the meeting at which he wishes to do so:

Provided that the President may in his discretion dispense with such notice.

(6) If at the expiration of 45 minutes, or such longer period as the
President may at any meeting determine, from the moving of a motion under
subrule (4) a designated public officer has not yet been called upon to reply, the
President shall direct the Member then speaking to resume his seat and shall call
upon a designated public officer to reply.

(7) If at the expiration of one hour, or such longer period as the
President may at any meeting determine, from the moving of the motion under
subrule (4) such motion has not been agreed to, the President shall adjourn the
Council without putting any question.
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17. Quorum

(1) The quorum of the Council and of a committee of the whole
Council shall be not less than one half of all its Members including the President
or Chairman.

(2) If the attention of the President is drawn to the fact that a quorum is
not present, he shall direct the Members to be summoned. If after 15 minutes
have expired a quorum is not present, he shall adjourn the Council without
question put.

3) If the attention of the Chairman in committee of the whole Council
is drawn to the fact that a quorum is not present, he shall direct the Members to
be summoned. If after 15 minutes have expired, a quorum is not then present the
Council shall be resumed and the President shall count the Council. If a
quorum is then present the Council shall again resolve itself into committee but
if a quorum is not present the President shall adjourn the Council without
question put.

4) If from the number of Members present at a division, including
those who abstained from voting, it appears that a quorum is not present, the
division shall be invalid, and the procedure prescribed in subrule (2) or (3) shall
be followed.

(5) The question on which the Council is adjourned under subrules (2),
(3) and (4) shall stand over until the next meeting.

PART C

ARRANGEMENT OF BUSINESS

18. Order of Business at a Meeting
(1) The business of each meeting other than a meeting under Rule 8
(Attendance of the Chief Executive) or Rule 13 (The Chief Executive’s Policy
Address), or the first meeting of a term or a meeting to elect the President shall
be transacted in the following order:
(a) Administration of oath or affirmation.

(b) Obituary and other ceremonial speeches.
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(c) Reading by the President of messages and announcements by
the President.

(d) Presentation of petitions.

(e) Laying on the Table of papers and of reports of committees.

(f) Asking and answering of questions put to the Government.

(g) Statements by designated public officers.

(h) Personal explanations.

(i) Government bills.

(j) Government motions.

(k) Members’ bills.

(1) Members’ motions.

(m) Requests for leave under Rule 89 (Procedure for Obtaining
Leave for Member to Attend as Witness in Civil Proceedings)
and Rule 90 (Procedure for Obtaining Leave to Give Evidence

of Council Proceedings).

(n) Proceedings under Rule 16(4) (Motions for the Adjournment of
the Council).

(2) The items of business mentioned in paragraphs (a), (b), (¢), (d), (e),
(g) and (h) of subrule (1) shall not require notice; but with the exception of items
(a) and (c) they shall not be entered upon save with the previous leave of the
President.

19. The Agenda of the Council

(1) The Agenda of the Council shall be decided by the President, and
shall be in Chinese and English. All items of business for a meeting of which
notice has been given shall be placed on the Agenda for that meeting in the order
required by Rule 18 (Order of Business at a Meeting).

(2) All questions to the Government shall be placed on the Agenda of
the Council in accordance with the provisions of Rule 26(1) and (2) (Asking and
Answering of Questions).
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(3) This Rule does not apply to a meeting under Rule 8 (Attendance of
the Chief Executive) or Rule 13 (The Chief Executive’s Policy Address) or the
first meeting of a term or a meeting to elect the President.

PART D

PETITIONS AND PAPERS

20. Presentation of Petitions

(1) A petition may be presented to the Council only by a Member.
Every petition shall be in the Chinese language or the English language.

(2) A Member who wishes to present a petition to the Council shall
inform the President not later than the day before the meeting at which he wishes
to present it. 'When so informing the President he shall certify in writing to the
President that the petition is respectful and, in his opinion, deserving of
presentation.

3) Except with the written consent of the Chief Executive, the
President shall not permit a petition to be received if, in his opinion, the petition
requests that provision should be made for imposing or increasing a tax, for
imposing or increasing a charge on the revenue or other public moneys of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region or for altering such a charge
otherwise than by reducing it, or for compounding or remitting a debt due to the
Government.

4) The signification of the Chief Executive’s consent shall be recorded
in the minutes of proceedings.

(5) No speech shall be made by a Member presenting a petition beyond
a summary statement of the number and description of the petitioners and the
substance of the petition.

(6) If, immediately after a petition has been presented, a Member rises
in his place and requests that the petition be referred to a select committee, the
President shall call upon those Members who support the request to rise in their
places. If not less than 20 Members then rise the petition shall stand referred to
a select committee.
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21. Presentation of Papers

(1) A paper may be presented to the Council by a designated public
officer or, with the permission of the President, by a Member.

(2) Whenever a Member or a designated public officer wishes to
present a paper he shall send a copy of it to the Clerk, who shall distribute a
copy to each Member and may also arrange for its publication. A copy of the
paper shall be laid on the Table of the Council at the opening of the next meeting
and the Clerk shall record its laying and the date of publication in the minutes of
the proceedings of that meeting.

(3) Subject to subrule (4), whenever a paper has been laid on the Table
of the Council, the Member or the designated public officer presenting it may,
with the permission of the President, address the Council thereon.

4) Whenever a report of a Bills Committee has been laid on the Table
of the Council, the Member presenting it may, with the permission of the
President, address the Council on the report at the commencement of the
resumption of the second reading debate on the relevant bill.

(5) A Member or a designated public officer may, with the consent of
the President, address the Council on subsidiary legislation laid on the Table of
the Council, provided that the period (or any extended period) under section 34
of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) for amendment of
the subsidiary legislation has not expired. A Member or a designated public
officer who wishes to address the Council under this subrule at any meeting shall
inform the President of his wish before the beginning of that meeting.

(6) No debate may arise on any address presented by a Member or a
designated public officer under subrule (3) or (5) but the President may in his
discretion allow short questions to be put to the Member or the designated public
officer making the address for the purpose of elucidating any matter raised by
the Member or the designated public officer in the course of his address.
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PART E

QUESTIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT

22. Nature of Questions

(1) Any Member may address a question to the Government on the
work of the Government, and either seeking information on such matter or
asking for official action with regard to it.

(2) A question shall specify whether an oral or a written reply is
required.

23. Question Time

(1) Questions may be asked at any meeting except the first meeting of
a term or a meeting at which the President is elected or the Chief Executive
addresses the Council on the policies of the Government.

(2) With the exception of questions asked under Rule 24(4) (Notice of
Questions), not more than 20 questions of which notice has been given may be
asked at any one meeting and the questions shall be counted by the Clerk in the
manner recommended by the House Committee and agreed by the President.

3) Where, in the opinion of the President, there will be no debate on a
motion with no legislative effect at a meeting, no more than 10 questions shall
require an oral reply. Where, in the opinion of the President, there will be
such a debate, no more than 6 questions shall require an oral reply. The
questions shall be counted by the Clerk in the manner recommended by the
House Committee and agreed by the President.

4) The House Committee may recommend to the President that in
respect of a particular meeting no question requiring an oral reply should be
asked; and if the President accepts such recommendation no such question shall
be asked at that meeting, save that the President may permit urgent questions
under the provisions of Rule 24(4) (Notice of Questions).

24. Notice of Questions

(1) A question shall not be asked without notice except as provided in
subrule (4).
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(2) A Member shall give notice of a question by delivering to the office of
the Clerk, not later than 7 clear days before the meeting at which an answer is
required from the Government, a copy thereof signed by the Member; provided
that for questions requiring an answer at the second meeting of the first session
of a term the period of notice shall not be less than 4 clear days.

(3) A Member may not ask more than two questions of which notice
has been given at any one meeting and not more than one of those questions shall
require an oral reply:

Provided that the President may, if in his opinion an additional question is
an important one of public concern, allow a Member to ask that additional
question.

4) If a Member asks the permission of the President to ask a question
without notice on the ground that it is of an urgent character and relates to a
matter of public importance, the President may permit the question to be asked
without notice, if he is satisfied that it is of that nature and that sufficient private
notice of the question has been or is to be given by the Member concerned to the
Government to enable the question to be answered.

25. Contents of Questions
(1) A question shall conform to the following rules:

(a) A question shall not include the names of persons, or statements
which are not strictly necessary to make the question
intelligible.

(b) A question shall not contain a statement which the Member who
asks the question is not prepared to substantiate.

(¢) A question shall not contain arguments, inferences, opinions,
imputations or epithets, or tendentious, ironical or offensive
expressions.

(d) A question shall not contain independent questions or be so
complex that it cannot reasonably be answered as a single
question.

(e) A question shall not refer to proceedings in a committee before
that committee has made its report to the Council.
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(g) A question shall not reflect on the decision of a court of law or
be so drafted as to be likely to prejudice a case pending in a
court of law.

(h) A question shall not be asked for the purpose of obtaining an
expression of opinion, the solution of an abstract legal question,
or the answer to a hypothetical proposition.

(1) A question shall not be asked whether statements in the press or
of private individuals or private concerns are accurate.

(j) A question shall not be asked about the character or conduct of
any person mentioned in Rule 41(7) (Contents of Speeches) and
a question shall not be asked about the character or conduct of
any other person except in his official or public capacity.

(k) A question shall not be asked seeking information which can be
found in accessible documents or ordinary works of reference.

() A question which has been fully answered shall not be asked
again during the same session.

(2) If the President is of the opinion that a question of which a Member
has given notice to the Clerk or which a Member has sought to ask without
notice infringes any of the provisions of Rule 22 (Nature of Questions) or of this
Rule, he may direct -

(a) that it be placed on the Agenda of the Council with such
alterations as he may direct; or

(b) in the case of a question which a Member has sought to ask
without notice, that it may be so asked with such alterations as
he may direct; or

(c) that the Member concerned be informed that the question is out
of order.

26. Asking and Answering of Questions

(1) Every question in respect of which a Member has given due notice
under the provisions of Rule 24 (Notice of Questions) and which complies with
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(2) The questions to be asked at each meeting shall, subject to the
provisions of Rule 23 (Question Time), be placed on the Agenda by the Clerk in
the order in which notice of them was received by him, and when a Member has
given notice of several questions at the same time in the order indicated by the
Member.

(3) When each question is reached on the Agenda the President shall,
except in the case of a question for which a written answer has been sought, call
on the Member in whose name the question stands. The Member called shall
then rise in his place and ask the question and the designated public officer who
is to answer it shall give his reply.

4) After an answer has been given to a question supplementary
questions may be put by any Member when called upon by the President for the
purpose of elucidating that answer, but the President shall refuse to allow a
supplementary question to be answered, if in his opinion it introduces matter
which is not related to the original question or answer or which infringes any of
the provisions of Rule 22 (Nature of Questions) or Rule 25 (Contents of
Questions).

5) A Member shall not address the Council on a question and a
question shall not be made a pretext for a debate.

(6) If a Member is not present to ask his question, the question may
with his consent be asked by another Member, but otherwise shall be treated as a
question for which a written answer has been sought.

(7) In the case of a question for which a written answer has been sought,
or in the case of a supplementary question for which a written answer has been
offered, a written answer shall be supplied to each Member and shall be printed
in the Official Record.

(8) A Member who has given notice of a question may withdraw the

question by giving notice to the Clerk one and a half hours before the meeting at
which the question is to be asked.

27. Meeting under Rule 8

This Part (other than Rule 25 (Contents of Questions)) does not apply to
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PART F

STATEMENTS

28. Statements by Designated Public Officers

(1) A designated public officer who wishes to make a statement on any
issue concerning public interest shall inform the President of his wish before the
beginning of the meeting at which he wishes to make the statement.

(2) No debate may arise on such a statement but the President may in
his discretion allow short questions to be put to the public officer making the
statement for the purpose of elucidating it.

PART G

MOTIONS

29. Notice of Motions and Amendments

(1) Except as otherwise provided in these Rules of Procedure, no
motion shall be moved in the Council or a committee of the whole Council
unless notice of it has been given not less than 12 clear days before the day on
which the motion is to be considered by the Council or a committee of the whole
Council:

Provided that the President or Chairman, as the case may be, may in his
discretion dispense with such notice.

(2) No motion to amend subsidiary legislation which is subject to the
provisions of section 34 of the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance
(Cap. 1) shall be moved in Council unless notice of it has been given not less
than 5 clear days before the day on which the motion is to be considered by the
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Provided that the President may in his discretion dispense with such notice.
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3) No motion to extend the period referred to in section 34(4) of the
Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) in relation to subsidiary
legislation shall be moved in Council unless notice of it has been given not less
than 3 clear days before the day on which the motion is to be considered by the
Council:

Provided that the President may in his discretion dispense with such notice.

4) The notice period required for any amendment to a motion referred
to in subrule (2) or (3) shall be decided by the President according to his
discretion.

(5) The notice periods specified in subrules (2), (3) and (4) shall apply
respectively to -

(a) a motion to amend an instrument (other than subsidiary
legislation) made under any legislation and subject to
amendment by the Council;

(b) a motion to extend the period provided for the making of any
amendment to such an instrument; and

(c) any amendment to a motion referred to in paragraph (a) or (b).

(6) Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, no amendment shall be
moved to a motion unless —

(a) notice of the amendment has been given not later than 5 clear
days before the day on which the motion concerned is to be
considered by the Council or a committee of the whole Council;
or

(b) the President or Chairman, as the case may be, gives leave to
dispense with notice of the amendment.

30. Manner of Giving Notice of Motions and Amendments

(1) Notice of a motion or an amendment shall be given by delivering a
copy of the motion or amendment in writing to the office of the Clerk. Subject
to Article 73(9) of the Basic Law, the notice shall be signed by the Member
wishing to move the motion or amendment, and such other Members who
introduce the motion or amendment jointly with the mover of the motion or
amendment.

2) A notice of an amendment to a motion shall be in Chinese if the
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motion is in Chinese and in English if the motion is in English.
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3) A notice of a motion or an amendment shall be submitted to the
President, who shall direct -

(a) that it be printed in the terms in which it was handed in; or
(b) that it be printed with such alterations as he may direct; or

(c) that it be returned to the Member who signed it, as being in his
opinion out of order.

31. Restriction on Motions and Amendments

A motion or amendment, the object or effect of which may, in the opinion
of the President or Chairman, be to dispose of or charge any part of the revenue
or other public moneys of Hong Kong shall be proposed only by -

(a) the Chief Executive; or

(b) a designated public officer ; or

(c) a Member, if the Chief Executive consents in writing to the
proposal.

32. Motions on Previous Decisions of Council

Where the Council has taken a decision on a specific question no
further motion shall be moved in relation to that question during the current
session except a motion to rescind the decision, moved with the permission
of the President.

33. Manner of Debating Motions

(1) A Member called upon by the President or Chairman to move a
motion shall rise in his place and in moving the motion shall make such remarks
as he may wish.

(2) When a motion has been moved, the President or Chairman shall
propose the question thereon to the Council or the committee of the whole
Council; debate may then take place on that question.
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3) Amendments of which notice has been given or dispensed with in
accordance with Rule 29(6)(a) or (b) (Notice of Motions and Amendments) may
be moved to a motion at any time after the question has been proposed on the
motion by the President or Chairman and after all the amendments have been
disposed of the President or Chairman shall again propose the question on the
motion, or shall propose the question on the motion as amended, as the case may
require, and a further debate may take place.

4) When no more Members wish to speak the President or Chairman
shall put the question on the motion, or on the motion as amended, to the
Council or to the committee of the whole Council for its decision.

34. Manner of Debating Amendments to Motions

(1) A Member called upon by the President or Chairman to move an
amendment to a motion shall rise in his place and after making such remarks as
he may wish to make shall move the amendment.

2) An amendment to a motion shall take one of the following forms -
(a) To leave out one or more words of the motion.

(b) To insert or add one or more words in the motion or at the end
of the motion.

(c) To leave out one or more words of the motion and to insert or
add one or more words instead.

3) When an amendment has been moved the President or Chairman
shall thereupon propose the question that the amendment be made; and a debate
may then take place on that question.

4) The President or Chairman may allow a joint debate on a motion
and its amendments.

5) When two or more amendments are proposed to be moved to the
same motion the President or Chairman shall call on the movers in the order in
which their amendments relate to the text of the motion, or in cases of doubt in
the order decided by the President or Chairman.

(6) When no more Members wish to speak the President or Chairman
shall put the question that the amendment be made to the Council or the
committee of the whole Council for its decision.
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35. Withdrawal of Motions and Amendments

(1) A notice of a motion or an amendment may be withdrawn at any
time before it is moved, if the mover in whose name the motion or amendment
stands gives instructions to that effect to the Clerk.

(2) A motion or an amendment may be withdrawn at the request of the
mover by leave of the Council or committee of the whole Council before the
question is put thereon, if there is no dissenting voice. A motion or amendment
which has been so withdrawn may be proposed again if, in the case of a motion,
the notice required by these Rules of Procedure is given.

PART H

RULES OF SPEAKING

36. Time and Manner of Speaking

(1) A Member shall speak standing and shall address his observations to
the President or Chairman.

(2) When the President or Chairman rises, during proceedings in
Council or in committee of the whole Council, every Member shall be seated.

3) If two or more Members rise or raise their hands at the same time to
speak, the President or Chairman shall select one Member and call on him to
speak.

4) When a Member has finished speaking he shall resume his seat and
any other Members wishing to speak shall rise or raise their hands.

(5) Subject to Rule 37 (Recommendations of House Committee as to
Time of Speaking), a Member shall not, without the permission of the President
or the Chairman, to be given only in exceptional circumstances, make a speech
lasting more than 15 minutes.

(6) The restriction on speaking time referred to in subrule (5) shall not
apply to designated public officers and a Member reporting to the Council under
Rules 21 (Presentation of Papers) and 54(7) (Second Reading).
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37. Recommendations of House Committee as to Time of Speaking

(1) In relation to any motion or amendment to a motion (other than a
motion intended to have legislative effect) to be moved at a meeting of the
Council, whether or not the motion or amendment has at the time been placed on
the Agenda of the Council, the House Committee may recommend -

(a) that the mover of the motion should not speak for more than a
specified number of minutes (such period to be inclusive of any
speech in reply under Rule 38(4) (Occasions when a Member
may Speak more than once));

(b) that the mover of an amendment to the motion should not speak
for more than a specified number of minutes; and

(c) that other Members each should not speak for more than a
specified number of minutes.

2) Where the House Committee so recommends under subrule (1) the
Chairman shall cause the President to be notified in writing of the Committee’s
recommendations.

3) Any recommendations of the House Committee under subrule (1),
if accepted by the President (in which event he shall so inform Members as soon
as practicable prior to calling upon the Member to move the motion), shall be
binding upon all Members, but not upon designated public officers, and the
President shall direct any Member speaking in excess of the recommended
specified time to discontinue his speech.

38. Occasions when a Member may Speak more than once

(1) Save with the leave of the President, a Member may not speak more
than once on a question, except —

(a) in committee of the whole Council; or
(b) as provided in subrule (2); or
(c) 1in explanation as provided in subrule (3); or

(d) in the case of the mover of a motion, in reply as provided in
subrule (4); or
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(e) upon a motion “That this Council thanks the Chief Executive
for his address” as provided in subrule (7).

2) A Member who has spoken under Rule 54(7) (Second Reading) may
speak a second time during the same debate.

(3) A Member who has spoken on a question may again be heard to
explain some part of his speech which has been misunderstood, but when
speaking he shall not introduce new matter.

4) In the Council the mover of a motion may reply after all other
Members present have had an opportunity of speaking and before the question is
put; but the mover of an amendment shall not have the right of reply.

(5) A Member who has spoken on a question may speak again on an
amendment moved to that question, and on a motion that the debate now be
adjourned moved during the debate on that question.

(6) No Member may speak on a question after it has been put to the
Council or a committee of the whole Council for decision by the President or
Chairman.

(7) A designated public officer who has spoken on a motion “That this
Council thanks the Chief Executive for his address” may speak a second time
upon that motion in reply to any matter raised during the debate on the motion.

39. Interruptions
A Member shall not interrupt another Member, except -

(a) by rising to a point of order, when the Member speaking shall
resume his seat and the Member interrupting shall direct
attention to the point which he wishes to bring to notice and
submit it to the President or Chairman for decision; or

(b) to seek elucidation of some matter raised by that Member in the
course of his speech, if the Member speaking is willing to give
way and resume his seat and the Member wishing to interrupt is
called by the President or Chairman.
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40. Adjournment of Debate or of Proceedings of a Committee of the Whole
Council

(1) A Member who has risen to speak on a question in the Council may
move without notice that the debate be now adjourned. Thereupon the
President shall propose the question on that motion.

(2) When a motion that the debate be now adjourned has been agreed to,
the debate on the question then before the Council shall stand adjourned and the
Council shall proceed to the next item of business.

(3) When a motion that the debate be now adjourned has been negatived,
the debate on the question then before the Council shall be continued and no
further motion that the debate be now adjourned shall be moved during that
debate except by a designated public officer.

4) When the Council is in committee a Member may move without
notice that further proceedings of the committee be now adjourned. Thereupon
the Chairman shall propose the question on that motion. If the motion is agreed
to, the Council shall resume; but if the motion is negatived, the committee shall
continue its proceedings.

5) It shall not be in order to move an amendment to a motion under the
provisions of this Rule.

(6) A debate adjourned under the provisions of subrule (2) may be
resumed at a subsequent meeting of the Council provided that the Member or
public officer who moved the motion for that debate, or in the case of a debate
on a bill, the Member or public officer in charge of the bill, shall give notice in
writing to the Clerk of his intention to resume the debate not less than 5 clear
days before the day on which the debate is to be resumed:

Provided that the President may in his discretion dispense with such notice.

(7) Proceedings of a committee of the whole Council adjourned under
the provisions of subrule (4) may be resumed at a subsequent meeting of the
committee provided that the Member or public officer in charge of the bill to
which the adjourned proceedings relate shall give notice in writing to the Clerk
of his intention to resume the proceedings not less than 5 clear days before the
day on which the proceedings are to be resumed:

Provided that the Chairman may in his discretion dispense with such notice.

(8) The provisions of subrules (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) shall apply to
any debate or proceedings resumed under the provisions of subrules (6) and (7).
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41. Contents of Speeches

(1) A Member shall restrict his observations to the subject under
discussion and shall not introduce matter irrelevant to that subject.

(2) Reference shall not be made to a case pending in a court of law in
such a way as, in the opinion of the President or Chairman, might prejudice
that case.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in Rule 66 (Bills Returned for
Reconsideration), it shall be out of order to attempt to reconsider a specific
question on which the Council has taken a decision during the session, except in
debate on a motion to rescind that decision moved with the permission of the
President.

4) It shall be out of order to use offensive and insulting language about
Members of the Council.

(5) A Member shall not impute improper motives to another Member.

(6) The name of the Chief Executive shall not be used to influence the
Council.

(7) The conduct of the Chief Executive or Members of the Executive
Council or Members of the Legislative Council otherwise than in the
performance of their official duties shall not be raised.

(8) The conduct of Judges or other persons performing judicial
functions shall not be raised.

42. Behaviour of Members during Meeting

During a meeting of the Council -

(a) all Members shall enter or leave the Council properly attired
and with decorum;

(b) no Member shall cross the floor of the Council unnecessarily;
(c) Members shall not read newspapers, books, letters or other

documents, except such matter therein as may be directly
connected with the business of the Council; and
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(d) while a Member is speaking all other Members shall be silent
and shall not make unseemly interruptions.

43. Application of Rules to Committees

The Rules in this Part shall apply to the proceedings in a committee unless
the chairman of the committee orders otherwise.

PART |

RULES oF ORDER

44. Decision of Chair Final

The President in Council, the Chairman in a committee of the whole
Council or the chairman of any standing or select committee shall be responsible
for the observance of the rules of order in the Council and committee
respectively. His decision on a point of order shall be final.

45. Order in Council and Committee

(1) The President, the Chairman of a committee of the whole Council
or the chairman of any standing or select committee, after having called the
attention of the Council or the committee to the conduct of a Member who
persists in irrelevance or tedious repetition of his own or other Members’
arguments in the debate, may direct him to discontinue his speech.

(2) The President, the Chairman of a committee of the whole Council
or the chairman of any standing or select committee shall order a Member whose
conduct is grossly disorderly to withdraw immediately from the Council or the
committee for the remainder of that meeting; and the Clerk or clerks of any
committees shall act on orders received by him from the Chair to ensure
compliance with this order.

-27 -
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PART J

VOTING

46. Decision on Motions

(1) Except as otherwise provided in Articles 49, 52(2), 73(9), 79(6) and
(7) and 159 of the Basic Law, the passage of all motions before the Council or a
committee of the whole Council shall, subject to subrule (2), require a majority
vote of the Members present.

(2) The passage of a motion (other than the motion “That the ...... Bill
returned by the Chief Executive in accordance with Article 49 of the Basic Law
do pass after reconsideration” referred to in Rule 66 (Bills Returned for
Reconsideration)) or bill introduced by a Member, or an amendment introduced
by a Member to any motion or bill, shall require a majority vote of each of the
following two groups of Members present -

(a) Members returned by functional constituencies (Group I); and

(b) Members returned by geographical constituencies through
direct elections and by the Election Committee (Group II).

47. Decision of Council and Committee of the Whole Council

(1) Except where subrule (2) applies, when the President or Chairman
puts a question to the Council or to the committee of the whole Council for its
decision -

(a) the President or Chairman shall first call upon those Members
who are in favour of the question to raise their hands, and shall
then call upon those who are against the question to raise their
hands;

(b) the President or Chairman shall then, according to his judgment,
state whether or not he thinks the majority of the Members
present are in favour of the question and, subject to any
challenges to his statement being dealt with under paragraph (c)
below, he shall declare the question to have been so decided;
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if a Member challenges the statement of the President or
Chairman by claiming a division, then the President or
Chairman shall order the Council or the committee, as the case
may be, to proceed to a division; and, subject to Rule 49 (4) to
(7) (Divisions), the division shall be held forthwith immediately
after a division bell has been rung for three minutes.

(2) When the President or Chairman puts a question to the Council or to
a committee of the whole Council for its decision in relation to a motion or bill
introduced by a Member, or an amendment introduced by a Member to any

motion or bill -

(a)

(b)

the President or Chairman shall first call upon Members who
are in favour of the question to raise their hands, and shall then
call upon those who are against the question to raise their
hands;

the President or Chairman shall then, according to his judgment,
state whether or not he thinks that each of the two groups of
Members present, referred to in Rule 46(2) (Decision on
Motions), are in favour of the question; subject to any
challenge to his statement being dealt with under paragraph (c),
he shall declare the question to have been so decided;

if a Member challenges the statement of the President or
Chairman by claiming a division, then the President or
Chairman shall order Members to proceed to a division; and,
subject to Rule 49(4) to (7) (Divisions), the division shall be
held forthwith immediately after a division bell has been rung
for three minutes.

48. Use of Electronic Voting System

Unless the President or Chairman otherwise directs, where an electronic
system of voting is provided in the Council or a committee of the whole Council
for the purposes of a division, the Members present and voting shall cast their
votes in the division by using such electronic system in accordance with the
operating requirements of the system, and the President or Chairman shall then
declare the result of the division.
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49. Divisions

(1) Subject to Rule 48 (Use of Electronic Voting System), when a
division has been ordered, the votes shall be recorded by the Clerk. The
President or Chairman shall first call upon those Members who are in favour of
the question to raise their hands. After the Clerk has recorded the votes in a
seating plan, the President or Chairman shall read out the names and the number
of the Members in favour of the question. The President or Chairman shall then
call upon those Members who are against the question to raise their hands. After
the Clerk has recorded the votes in a seating plan, the President or Chairman
shall read out the names and the number of Members against the question. The
President or Chairman shall then call upon those Members who abstain from
voting to raise their hands. After the Clerk has recorded the votes in a seating
plan, the President or Chairman shall read out the names and the number of
Members abstaining from voting on the question. If no Member raises any
queries, the President or Chairman shall declare the result of the division.

(2) Subject to Rule 48 (Use of Electronic Voting System), where a
division has been ordered in relation to a question on a motion or bill introduced
by a Member, or on an amendment introduced by a Member to any motion or
bill, the procedure in subrule (1) shall be followed except that the President or
Chairman shall read out the names and the number of Members in each of the
two groups referred to in Rule 46(2) (Decision on Motions) who are in favour of
the question, who are against the question, and who abstain from voting.

3) If a Member states that he voted in error or that his vote has been
counted wrongly, he may claim to have his vote altered, if his statement is made
before the President or Chairman has declared the result of the division.

4) Immediately after the President has declared the result of a division
on an amendment to a motion, or the Chairman has declared the result of a
division on an amendment to a bill, a Member may move without notice that in
the event of further divisions being claimed in respect of the motion or any
amendments thereto, or in respect of any amendments to the bill, the Council or
the committee of the whole Council do proceed to each of such divisions
immediately after the division bell has been rung for one minute. Thereupon
the President or the Chairman shall propose the question on that motion.

5) When a motion under subrule (4) has been agreed to the President
or the Chairman shall order accordingly in respect of each of such further
divisions, if any.

- 130 -



Ly — 1998 F TR 2 H
150 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 2 July 1998

(6) Where there is more than one motion in respect of subsidiary
legislation on the Agenda of the Council (excluding motions referred to in Rule
29(3) (Notice of Motions and Amendments)) then, immediately after the
President has declared the result of the first division on any such motion or any
amendment thereto, a Member may move without notice that in the event of
further divisions being claimed at that meeting in respect of motions on
subsidiary legislation, or amendments thereto, the Council do proceed to each of
such divisions immediately after the division bell has been rung for one minute.
Thereupon the President shall propose the question on that motion.

(7) When a motion under subrule (6) has been agreed to the President
shall order accordingly in respect of each of such further divisions, if any.

PART K

PROCEDURE ON BILLS

50. Form of Bills

(1) A bill for presentation to the Council shall conform with the
requirements laid down in this Rule.

(2) The bill shall be given a short title corresponding with the title by
which it is to be cited if it becomes law, and that short title shall remain
unchanged throughout the passage of the bill.

(3) The bill shall be given a long title setting out the purposes of the bill
in general terms.

4) Subject to a direction given under section 4(3) of the Official
Languages Ordinance (Cap. 5) by the Chief Executive in Council, bills shall be
presented in the Chinese and English languages.

(5) The clauses of the bill shall be preceded by the enacting formula.

(6) The bill shall be divided into clauses numbered consecutively and
having a descriptive section heading above each clause.

(7) An explanatory memorandum stating the contents and objects of the
bill in non-technical language shall be attached to the bill.
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(8) In the case of a bill, not being a Government measure, intended to
affect or benefit some particular person, association or corporate body, there
shall be included in the bill a clause saving the rights of the Government, all
bodies politic and corporate, and all others except such as are mentioned in the
bill, and those claiming by, from, and under them.

51. Notice of Presentation of Bills

(1) A Member or a designated public officer may at any time give
notice of his intention to present a bill; such notice shall be sent to the office of
the Clerk and shall be accompanied by a copy of the bill and memorandum
required by Rule 50 (Form of Bills), and in the case of a Member, also by a
certificate signed by the Law Draftsman pursuant to subrule (2).

(2) In the case of a bill to be presented by a Member, the Law
Draftsman, if satisfied that the bill conforms to the requirements of Rule 50
(Form of Bills) and the general form of Hong Kong legislation, shall issue a
certificate to that effect.

(3) Members may not either individually or jointly introduce a bill
which, in the opinion of the President, relates to public expenditure or political
structure or the operation of the Government.

4) In the case of a bill relating to Government policies, the notice shall
be accompanied by the written consent of the Chief Executive in respect of the
bill.

(5) In the case of a bill presented in one official language in pursuance
of a direction under section 4(3) of the Official Languages Ordinance (Cap. 5),
the notice shall be accompanied by a certificate stating that the Chief Executive
in Council has directed that the bill should be presented in the Chinese language
or, as the case may be, the English language.

(6) In the case of a bill presented by a Member having any intention
such as is described in Rule 50(8) (Form of Bills), the notice shall be
accompanied by a certificate signed by the Member, stating that the bill has been
published in two successive publications of the Gazette and that notice of the bill
has been given by two advertisements in each of two daily newspapers published
in Hong Kong, one being a Chinese language newspaper and another being an
English language newspaper.

-32 -
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(7) (a) Except as otherwise provided in Rule 66 (Bills Returned for
Reconsideration), a bill which, in the opinion of the President,
contains substantially the same provisions as another bill on
which the Council has already taken a decision at second
reading shall not be further proceeded with in the same
session and shall be withdrawn.

(b) If a bill which has been read for the second time is
subsequently withdrawn another bill with substantially the
same provisions may be presented in the same session,
subject to the provisions of Rule 50 (Form of Bills), this Rule
and Rule 52 (Presentation and Publication of Bills).

(8) A Member presenting a bill shall be known throughout the
subsequent proceedings on the bill as the Member in charge of the bill. In the
case of a bill introduced jointly by more than one Member, these Members shall
designate among themselves a Member as the Member in charge of the bill at the
time of presenting the bill and the Member so designated shall signify himself as
such in the notice for presentation.

9) A public officer presenting a bill shall be known throughout the
subsequent proceedings on the bill as the public officer in charge of the bill; and
references in these Rules of Procedure to a Member in charge of a bill include a
public officer in charge of a bill.

52. Presentation and Publication of Bills

(1) The Clerk shall, after receipt of a bill for presentation to the
Council, cause the text of the bill and its explanatory memorandum to be
published in the Gazette unless —

(a) the President directs that the bill shall not be published in the
Gazette before it has been read the first time; or

(b) the bill has already been published in the Gazette in
accordance with Rule 51(6) (Notice of Presentation of Bills).

(2) The Clerk shall, after receipt of a bill for presentation to the
Council, cause a copy of the bill and its explanatory memorandum to be sent to
every Member, whereupon the bill shall be deemed to have been presented to the
Council.

-33-
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53. First Reading of Bills

(1) The short title of a bill presented to the Council in accordance with
Rule 52(2) (Presentation and Publication of Bills) shall be placed on the Agenda
of the Council for first reading at such meeting as may be specified to the Clerk
by the Member in charge of the bill.

(2) No debate shall be allowed upon the first reading of a bill; and the
bill shall be deemed to have been read the first time upon the Clerk reading the
short title.

3) When a bill has been read the first time, the Council shall be
deemed to have ordered the bill to be set down for second reading, and the order
of the Council shall be so recorded in the minutes of proceedings; and notice of
motion for second reading shall not be required to be given by the Member in
charge of the bill.

54. Second Reading

(1) In the case of a bill which relates to Government policies presented
by a Member, the President shall call for the signification of the written consent
of the Chief Executive by a designated public officer before the Council enters
upon consideration of the second reading of the bill and the motion that the bill
be now read the second time shall not be moved unless such written consent has
been signified accordingly.

(2) The signification of the Chief Executive’s written consent shall be
recorded in the minutes of proceedings.

3) Subject to subrules (4) and (5), the Council shall proceed to the
second reading of a bill on a motion that the bill be now read the second time;

and on this motion a debate may arise covering the general merits and principles
of the bill.

4) Except in relation to Appropriation Bills, when the Member in
charge of a bill has spoken on a motion that the bill be now read the second time,
the debate shall be adjourned and the bill shall be referred to the House
Committee unless the Council, on a motion which may be moved without notice
by any Member, otherwise orders.

(5) When a debate has been adjourned under subrule (4), it may be
resumed on notice by the Member or public officer in charge of the bill, given
by him in writing delivered to the office of the Clerk, after consultation with the
chairman of the House Committee, subject to the following -

34 -
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(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

subject to paragraphs (b) and (c), resumption of debate shall
not take place earlier than 9 clear days after the meeting of
House Committee at which the bill was considered in
preparation for resumption of debate;

if at the meeting of House Committee to consider the bill in
preparation for resumption of debate the committee
recommends a period longer than 9 clear days before
resumption then resumption shall not take place earlier than 12
clear days after that meeting;

if at the meeting of House Committee to consider the bill in
preparation for resumption of debate the committee
recommends that the second reading debate be resumed at the
next meeting of the Council then resumption may take place at
that meeting with the permission of the President provided that
due notice has been given under paragraph (e);

subject to paragraph (e), notice of resumption of debate shall
be given by the Member or public officer in charge of the bill
not less than 12 clear days before the day on which the debate
1S to be resumed;

where resumption of debate is to take place 9 clear days or less
after the meeting of House Committee at which the bill was
considered in preparation for resumption, then notice of
resumption of debate shall be given no later than 2 clear days
after that meeting;:

Provided that the President may in his discretion dispense with such notice.

(6) No amendment may be proposed to the question that the bill be now
read the second time.

(7) At the resumption of the second reading debate on a bill, a Member
making a report of a Bills Committee on a bill under Rule 76(9) (Bills
Committees) may, with the permission of the President, be the first Member to

speak.

(8) When a motion for the second reading of a bill has been negatived
no further proceedings shall be taken on that bill.
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55. Committal of Bills

(1) When a motion for the second reading of a bill has been agreed to,
the bill shall stand committed to a committee of the whole Council, unless -

(a) the Council, on a motion which may be moved without notice
by any Member immediately after the bill has been read the
second time, commit the bill to a select committee; or

(b) the President is of the opinion that the bill would specially
benefit or otherwise specially affect some particular person or
association or corporate body, in which case he may direct that
the bill be committed to a select committee.

(2) Notice of proceedings upon a bill in committee of the whole
Council shall not be required to be given by the Member in charge of the bill.

3) Proceedings upon a bill in select committee shall be begun upon a
day appointed in accordance with Rule 79(2) (Procedure of Select Committees).

56. Functions of Committees on Bills

(1) Any committee of the whole Council or select committee to which a
bill is committed shall not discuss the principles of the bill but only its details.

(2) Any such committee shall have power to make such amendments
therein as they shall think fit, provided that the amendments, including new
clauses and new schedules, are relevant to the subject matter of the bill.

57. Amendments to Bills

(1) The provisions of this Rule shall apply to amendments proposed to
be moved to bills in committee of the whole Council, in a select committee, and
on recommittal.

(2) Notice of amendments proposed to be moved to a bill shall be given
not less than 7 clear days before the day on which the bill is to be considered in
committee; and except with the leave of the Chairman no amendment of which
notice has not been so given may be moved to a bill.

3) The provisions of Rule 30 (Manner of Giving Notice of Motions
and Amendments) shall apply to notice of amendments to bills with the
substitution of the word “Chairman” for “President” in subrule (3) of that Rule.
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The following provisions shall apply to amendments relating to

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

An amendment must be relevant to the subject matter of the
bill and to the subject matter of the clause to which it relates.

An amendment must not be inconsistent with any clause
already agreed to or with any previous decision of the
committee upon the bill.

An amendment must not be such as to make the clause which it
proposes to amend unintelligible or ungrammatical.

An amendment which is in the opinion of the Chairman
frivolous or meaningless may not be moved.

Where an amendment is proposed to be moved to a bill
presented in both official languages the amendment shall be
made to the text in each language unless it is an amendment
that clearly affects the text in one language only. But an
amendment which creates a conflict or discrepancy between
the text in one language and the text in the other may not be
moved.

If an amendment refers to, or is not intelligible without, a
subsequent amendment or schedule, notice of the subsequent amendment or
schedule must be given before the first amendment is moved so as to make the
series of amendments intelligible as a whole.

An amendment, the object or effect of which may, in the opinion of
the President or Chairman, be to dispose of or charge any part of the revenue or
other public moneys of Hong Kong shall be proposed only by -

(a)
(b)
(c)

the Chief Executive; or
a designated public officer ; or

a Member, if the Chief Executive consents in writing to the
proposal.
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58. Procedure in Committee of the Whole Council on a Bill

(1) The Chairman in a committee of the whole Council shall propose
“That the following clauses stand part of the bill”, and shall direct the Clerk to
call the numbers of the clauses. On the number or numbers of any clause or
group of clauses being called, the question that that clause or group of clauses
stand part of the bill shall be deemed to have been proposed. In the event of a
clause being amended the number of the clause, as amended, shall be called
again by the Clerk, and the question that the clause as amended stand part of the
bill shall be deemed to have been proposed.

(2) In order to save time and avoid repetition of arguments, the
Chairman may allow a single discussion to cover a series of interdependent
amendments.

(3) The provisions of Rule 34 (Manner of Debating Amendments to
Motions) shall apply to the discussion of amendments to bills, with the
substitution of the word “clause” for the word “motion”.

(4) A clause may be postponed, unless a decision has already been taken
upon an amendment thereto. Postponed clauses shall be considered after the
remaining clauses of the bill have been considered and before new clauses are
brought up.

(5) Any proposed new clause shall be considered after the clauses of the
bill have been disposed of and before consideration of any schedule of the bill:

Provided that a new clause proposed in substitution for a clause which has
been disagreed to may be considered immediately after such disagreement.

(6) On the section heading of any new clause being read by the Clerk the
clause shall be deemed to have been read a first time. The question shall then
be proposed “That the clause be read a second time”; if this is agreed to,
amendments may then be proposed to the new clause. The final question to be
proposed shall be “That the clause (or the clause as amended) be added to the
bill”.

(7)  Schedules shall be disposed of in the same way as clauses and any
proposed new schedule shall be considered after the schedules of the bill have
been disposed of, and shall be treated in the same manner as a new clause.

(8 When every clause and schedule and proposed new clause or
schedule has been dealt with, the preamble, if there is one, shall be considered
and the question put “That this be the preamble to the bill”. No amendment to
the preamble shall be considered which is not made necessary by a previous
amendment to the bill.
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9) If any amendment to the title of the bill is made necessary by an
amendment to the bill, it shall be made at the conclusion of the proceedings
detailed above, but no question shall be put that the title (as amended) stand part
of the bill; nor shall any question be put upon the enacting formula.

(10) No amendment to the reference to the year or to any number in the
title by which the bill is to be cited if it becomes law shall be necessary, and any
such reference may be changed by the Law Draftsman to refer to the year, or to
reflect the order, in which the bill becomes law.

(11)  An amendment, proposed new clause or proposed new schedule,
upon which a question has been proposed, may be withdrawn at the request of
the mover by leave of the committee before the question has been put on it, if no
Member objects.

(12)  When all the proceedings upon the bill have been concluded in
committee, the Council shall resume and a Member shall report the bill to the
Council with or without amendment as the case may be.

59. Procedure on Reporting of Bill from Committee of the Whole Council

When a bill has been reported from a committee of the whole Council, the
Council shall be deemed to have ordered the bill to be set down for third reading
and the order of the Council shall be so recorded in the minutes of proceedings;
and notice of motion for third reading shall not be required to be given by the
Member in charge of the bill.

60. Procedure in Select Committee on a Bill

(1) A select committee on a bill shall be subject to all the provisions of
Rule 79 (Procedure of Select Committees) but before reporting the bill to the
Council it shall go through the bill in the same manner as a committee of the
whole Council as prescribed in Rule 58 (Procedure in Committee of the Whole
Council on a Bill).

(2) When a bill has been amended in a select committee, the whole text
of the bill as amended shall, if practicable, be printed as part of the report of the
select committee, but if this is not practicable the text of every clause or
schedule amended, and of every new clause or new schedule added, shall be so
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(3) When all the proceedings upon the bill have been concluded in a
select committee and the committee has agreed to its report, the chairman shall,
at the next meeting of the Council, report the bill, with or without amendment as
the case may be, to the Council and shall lay a copy of the report of the
committee upon the Table.

61. Procedure on Reporting of Bill from a Select Committee

(1) When a bill has been reported from a select committee the Council
may consider the bill as reported on a motion, moved by the chairman of the
select committee, that the report of the select committee on the bill be adopted.

(2) If that motion is agreed to without amendment, the Council shall be
deemed to have ordered the bill to be set down for third reading and the order of
the Council shall be so recorded in the minutes of proceedings, and notice of
third reading shall not be required to be given by the Member in charge of the
bill.

(3) On a motion to adopt the report of a select committee on a bill
moved under subrule (1), a Member may propose an amendment to add at the
end of the motion the words “subject to the recommittal of the bill (either wholly
or in respect only of some particular part or parts of the bill or of some proposed
new clause or new schedule) to a committee of the whole Council”.

4) If the motion is agreed to as amended in accordance with subrule (3),
the bill shall stand recommitted as required by the motion, and the Council shall
immediately resolve itself into a committee of the whole Council to consider it.

(5) This Rule shall not apply to the procedure on the reporting of a bill
from a select committee formed to consider a bill returned by the Chief
Executive to the Council for reconsideration.

62. Procedure on Recommittal of Bill Reported from Select Committee
(1) When the whole of a bill reported from a select committee has been

recommitted the committee shall go through the bill as provided in Rule 58
(Procedure in Committee of the Whole Council on a Bill).
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(2) When a bill has been recommitted in respect only of some specified
clause or clauses or schedule or schedules of the bill or some proposed new
clause or new schedule, the committee shall consider only the matter so
recommitted and shall proceed on every such clause or schedule in the manner
provided in Rule 58 (Procedure in Committee of the Whole Council on a Bill)
and may thereafter if necessary consider amendment of the long or short title of
the bill:

Provided that if the President considers it necessary or desirable he may
require the whole bill to be recommitted as provided in subrule (1).

(3) When all proceedings in committee of the whole Council on a
recommitted bill have been completed, the Council shall resume and the
Member in charge of the bill shall report the bill, as amended (or as not amended)
on recommittal, to the Council.

4) When the bill has been so reported after recommittal, the Council
shall forthwith proceed to the third reading of the bill, unless the Member in
charge states that he wishes the third reading to be postponed; and in the latter
event the provisions of Rule 59 (Procedure on Reporting of Bill from Committee
of the Whole Council) shall apply, and no further motion to recommit the bill
shall be allowed.

63. Third Reading

(1) The Council shall proceed to the third reading of a bill on a motion
that the bill be read the third time and do pass. Debate on that motion shall be
confined to the contents of the bill and no amendment may be moved to the
motion.

(2) Amendments for the correction of errors or oversights may, with
the President’s permission, be made to the bill before the question for the third
reading of the bill is put by the President, but no amendments of a material
character shall be proposed.

3) When a motion for the third reading of a bill (or bills) has been
agreed to, the Clerk shall read the short title of the bill (or bills) and shall write
at the end of the bill (or bills) the words “Passed by the Legislative Council of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region this day” giving the date.

4) When a motion for the third reading of a bill has been negatived no
further proceedings shall be taken on that bill.
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64. Withdrawal or Postponement of Bills

The Member or public officer in charge of a bill may, by announcement in
Council at the beginning of proceedings for its second or third reading,
withdraw or postpone the bill.

65. Presentation of Bill for Signature of Chief Executive

A copy of every bill passed by the Council, certified as a true copy by the
Clerk, shall be submitted by the Clerk to the Chief Executive for his signature.

66. Bills Returned for Reconsideration

(1) Where a bill passed by the Council is to be returned to the Council
for reconsideration, notice of the return shall be given to the Clerk within 3
months of the passage of the bill; such notice shall be accompanied by a copy of
the bill and a certificate signed by the Chief Executive certifying that he is
returning the bill to the Council for reconsideration under Article 49 of the Basic
Law.

(2) The Clerk shall, after receipt of the bill for reconsideration, cause a
copy of the bill to be sent to every Member and the text of the bill to be
published in the Gazette unless the President directs that the bill shall not be
published in the Gazette before the short title of the returned bill has been read at
a meeting of the Council.

(3) The short title of the bill shall be placed on the Agenda of a meeting
of the Council as directed by the President.

4) After the short title of the bill has been read by the Clerk, a
designated public officer may speak on the return of the bill, whereupon the bill
shall be referred to the House Committee unless the Council, on a motion which
may be moved without notice by any Member, otherwise orders.

5 If the Council orders that the bill shall not be referred to the House
Committee, the bill shall be deemed to have been ordered to be set down for a
motion “That the ...... Bill returned by the Chief Executive in accordance with
Article 49 of the Basic Law do pass after reconsideration”, which may be moved
by any Member without notice. The order of the Council shall be so recorded
in the minutes of proceedings.
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(6) When a returned bill is referred to the House Committee, the House
Committee shall immediately arrange for the returned bill to be considered in
such manner as it thinks fit, and after it has completed deliberation on the
returned bill, a motion “That the ...... Bill returned by the Chief Executive in
accordance with Article 49 of the Basic Law do pass after reconsideration” may
be moved at a meeting of the Council.

(7) No amendment may be moved to a motion moved under subrule (5)
or (6).

(8) If the number of Members in favour of the motion “That the ......
Bill returned by the Chief Executive in accordance with Article 49 of the Basic
Law do pass after reconsideration” is not less than a two-thirds majority of all
the Members, the Clerk shall read the short title of the bill and shall write at the
end of the bill the words “Reconsidered and passed by not less than a two-thirds
majority of all the Members of the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region this day” giving the date. A true copy of the bill shall
be certified by the Clerk and submitted to the Chief Executive for his signature.

9) If the number of Members in favour of the motion “That the ......
Bill returned by the Chief Executive in accordance with Article 49 of the Basic
Law do pass after reconsideration” is less than a two-thirds majority of all the
Members, the Clerk shall read the short title of the bill and shall write at the end
of the bill the words “Reconsidered, with less than a two-thirds majority of all
the Members of the Legislative Council of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region in favour of the motion that the ...... Bill returned by the
Chief Executive in accordance with Article 49 of the Basic Law do pass after
reconsideration, this day” giving the date. A true copy of the bill shall be
certified by the Clerk and submitted to the Chief Executive.

(10) If a returned bill is signed by the Chief Executive under Article 76
of the Basic Law and notice thereof is given to the Clerk before a motion on that

bill is moved under subrule (5) or (6), no further proceedings shall be taken on
the bill.
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PART L

FINANCIAL PROCEDURE

67. Presentation and Second Reading of Appropriation Bill

(1) Any bill containing the estimated financial requirements for
expenditure on all the services of the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region for the current or succeeding financial year shall be
known as an Appropriation Bill. Estimates containing the details of the said
financial requirements shall be presented to the Council not later than the
commencement of the meeting at which such bill is placed on the Agenda of the
Council for first reading.

(2) After the motion for the second reading of the bill has been
proposed the debate thereon shall be adjourned and shall be resumed not earlier
than the seventh day thereafter. The debate, when resumed, shall be confined
to the financial and economic state of Hong Kong and the general principles of
Government policy and administration as indicated by the bill and Estimates.

3) Subject to Rule 71(11) (Finance Committee), the Estimates shall
upon presentation to the Council stand referred to a committee of the whole
Council and the Appropriation Bill upon being read a second time shall stand
committed to that committee.

68. Procedure in Committee of the Whole Council on Appropriation Bill

(1) On the consideration of the Appropriation Bill in committee of the
whole Council the clauses of the bill shall stand postponed until after
consideration of the schedule or schedules.

(2) On the consideration of a schedule each head of expenditure shall be
considered with the appropriate estimate, and any reference in these Rules of
Procedure to a subhead or an item means a subhead or an item in the Estimates
for the head then under discussion.
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(3) On the consideration of a schedule, the Chairman shall propose
“That the sums for the following heads stand part of the schedule”, and shall
direct the Clerk to call the numbers of the heads. On the number or numbers of
any head or group of heads being called, the question that the sums in that head
or group of heads stand part of the schedule shall be deemed to have been moved.
Unless an amendment is proposed under the provisions of the next succeeding
Rule, a debate may take place on that question. Any such debate shall be
confined to the policy of the service for which the money is to be provided and
shall not deal with the details of any item or subhead but may refer to the details
of revenue or funds for which that service is responsible.

4) When all the heads in a schedule have been disposed of, the
Chairman shall put forthwith, without amendment or debate, the question “That
the schedule (as amended) stand part of the bill”.

(5) When every schedule has been disposed of, the Chairman shall
propose “That the following clauses stand part of the bill”, and shall direct the
Clerk to call the numbers of the clauses. On the number of any clause being
called, the question that the clause stand part of the bill shall be deemed to have
been proposed. In the event of a clause being amended, the number of the clause,
as amended, shall be called again by the Clerk, and the question that the clause
as amended stand part of the bill shall be deemed to have been proposed.

(6) No amendment may be moved to any clause except an amendment
consequential on an alteration in the total sum appropriated by any schedule.
Any such consequential amendment shall be moved by a designated public
officer only and may be moved without notice, and the question thereon shall be
put forthwith without amendment or debate. When the question on the last of
any such amendments to a clause has been decided, the Chairman shall forthwith
put the question “That the clause as amended stand part of the bill” and that
question shall then be decided without amendment or debate.

(7) When the question upon every clause of the bill has been decided,
the Council shall resume and a Member shall report the bill to the Council with
or without amendment, as the case may be.

69. Amendments to Heads of Estimates in Committee of the Whole Council
on Appropriation Bill

(1) An amendment which, in the opinion of the Chairman, would
increase the sum allotted to any head of expenditure whether in respect of any
item or subhead or of the head itself shall only be moved by a designated public
officer.
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(2) An amendment to increase a head whether in respect of any item or
subhead or of the head itself shall take precedence over an amendment to reduce
the head in the same respect, and if it is carried no amendment to reduce the
head in that respect shall be called.

(3) An amendment to any head of expenditure to reduce the sum
allotted thereto in respect of any item therein may be moved by any Member,
and shall take the form of a motion “That head ...... be reduced by $....... in

2

respect of (or by leaving out) subhead ...... item ...... .

4) An amendment to reduce a head in respect of any subhead or by
leaving out a subhead shall only be in order if the subhead is not itemized.

5 An amendment to reduce a head without reference to a subhead
therein shall only be in order if the head is not divided into subheads.

(6) An amendment to leave out a head shall not be in order and shall not
be placed on the Agenda of the Council.

(7) In the case of each head, amendments in respect of items or
subheads in that head shall be placed on the Agenda of the Council and
considered in the order in which the items or subheads to which they refer stand
in the head in the Estimates.

(8) When notice has been given of two or more amendments to reduce
the same item, subhead, or head, they shall be placed on the Agenda of the
Council in the order of the magnitude of the reductions proposed, the
amendment proposing the largest reduction being placed first in each case.

9) Debate on every amendment shall be confined to the item, subhead,
or head to which the amendment refers, and after an amendment to an item or
subhead has been disposed of no amendment or debate on a previous item or
subhead shall be permitted.

(10)  When all amendments standing on the Agenda of the Council in
respect of any particular head of expenditure have been disposed of, the
Chairman shall again propose the question “That the sum for head ...... stand
part of the schedule” or shall propose the amended question “That the (increased
or reduced) sum for head ...... stand part of the schedule”, as the case may
require. The debate on any such question shall be subject to the same
limitations as apply to a debate arising under Rule 68(3) (Procedure in
Committee of the Whole Council on Appropriation Bill).
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70. Third Reading of Appropriation Bill

The motion for third reading of the Appropriation Bill shall be voted on
without amendment or debate.

PART M

COMMITTEES

71. Finance Committee

(1) There shall be a standing committee, to be called the Finance
Committee, the members of which shall be all the Members other than the
President.

(2) The chairman and deputy chairman of the committee shall be
elected by and from among its members and shall hold office until the election of
the chairman and deputy chairman of the committee in the session next following
that for which they were elected. In the event of the temporary absence of the
chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a chairman to act
during such absence. Notwithstanding the provision in subrule (8), the
chairman or the member presiding, as the case may be, shall have his original
vote in addition to his casting vote in such elections.

3) The clerk to the Finance Committee shall be responsible for calling
the first meeting of a term of the Finance Committee, and shall preside at the
beginning of that meeting for the purpose of electing the presiding Member for
the election of the chairman of the Finance Committee.

4) The functions of the Finance Committee shall be such as are
conferred upon the committee by the Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2), any
other law and these Rules of Procedure, and such as may from time to time be
referred to the committee by the Council.

(5) The committee may appoint subcommittees for the purpose of
assisting the committee in the performance of such functions of the committee as
the committee may determine.
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(6) The committee shall meet at the time and the place determined by
the chairman. Written notice of every meeting shall be given to the members at
least 5 clear days before the day of the meeting but shorter notice may be given
in any case where the chairman so directs.

(7) Meetings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise
orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.

(8) The chairman and 8 members shall form a quorum. All matters
before the committee shall be decided by a majority of the members voting.
Neither the chairman nor any other member presiding shall vote, unless the
votes of the other members are equally divided, in which case he shall have a
casting vote.

9) Where the chairman so orders, any matter for the decision of the
committee may be considered by circulation of papers to the members of the
committee and each member may signify his approval in writing submitted to the
chairman. If a majority of the members so signify before the expiry of the
period specified by the chairman for the purpose, and if upon expiry of that
period no member has (in writing submitted to the chairman) signified
disapproval of the matter or requested that the matter be referred for decision at
a meeting of the committee, it shall be deemed to be approved by the committee.

(10)  The clerk to the committee appointed under Rule 6(7) (Duties of the
Clerk) shall attend the meetings of the committee. He shall keep the minutes of
the proceedings of the committee in a manner determined by the committee.

(11)  The Estimates presented in accordance with the provisions of Rule
67 (Presentation and Second Reading of Appropriation Bill) may be referred by
the President to the Finance Committee for their examination before
consideration of the Appropriation Bill in committee of the whole Council.

(12)  The chairman or the committee may invite any public officer, or, in
the case of a head of the Estimates relating to a non-government body or
organization, any member or employee of that body or organization to give
information or any explanation or to produce any records or documents which
the committee may require in the performance of its duties; and the committee
may also invite any other person to assist the committee in relation to any such
information, explanation, records or documents.

(13)  Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of
the committee and its subcommittees shall be determined by the committee.
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72. Public Accounts Committee

(1) There shall be a standing committee, to be called the Public
Accounts Committee, to consider reports of the Director of Audit -

(a) on the accounts of the Government;

(b) on such other accounts required to be laid before the Council
as the committee may think fit; and

(c) on any matter incidental to the performance of his duties or the
exercise of his powers as the committee may think fit.

(2) The committee shall also consider any report of the Director of
Audit laid on the Table of the Council which deals with examinations (value for
money audit) carried out by the Director relating to the economy, efficiency and
effectiveness of any Government department or public body or any organization
to which his functions as Director of Audit extend by virtue of any Ordinance or
which receives public moneys by way of subvention.

(3) The committee shall consist of a chairman, deputy chairman and 5
members who shall be Members appointed by the President in accordance with
an election procedure determined by the House Committee. In the event of the
temporary absence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may
elect a chairman to act during such absence. The chairman and 2 other
members shall constitute a quorum.

(4) A report mentioned in subrules (1) and (2) shall be deemed to have
been referred by the Council to the committee when it is laid on the Table of the
Council.

(5) Unless the chairman otherwise orders, members of the press and of
the public shall be admitted as spectators at meetings of the committee attended
by any person invited by the committee under subrule (8).

(6) The committee shall meet at the time and the place determined by
the chairman. Written notice of every meeting shall be given to the members
and to any person invited to attend a meeting at least 5 clear days before the day
of the meeting but shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairman
so directs.

(7) All matters before the committee shall be decided by a majority of
the members voting. Neither the chairman nor any other member presiding
shall vote, unless the votes of the other members are equally divided, in which
case he shall have a casting vote.
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(8) The chairman or the committee may invite any public officer, or, in
the case of a report on the accounts of or relating to a non-government body or
organization, any member or employee of that body or organization, to give
information or any explanation or to produce any records or documents which
the committee may require in the performance of its duties; and the committee
may also invite any other person to assist the committee in relation to any such
information, explanation, records or documents.

9) The committee shall make their report upon the report of the
Director of Audit on the accounts of the Government within 3 months (or such
longer period as may be determined under section 12 of the Audit Ordinance
(Cap. 122)) of the date on which the Director’s report is laid on the Table of the
Council.

(10) The committee shall make their report upon the report of the
Director of Audit mentioned in subrule (2) within 3 months (or such longer
period as may be determined by the Council) of the date on which the Director’s
report is laid on the Table of the Council.

(11)  Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of
the committee shall be determined by the committee.

73. Committee on Members’ Interests

(1) There shall be a standing committee to be called the Committee on
Members’ Interests —

(a) to examine the arrangements made for the compilation,
maintenance and accessibility of the Register of Members’
Interests;

(b) to consider any proposals made by Members or others as to the
form and contents of the Register;

(c) to consider and investigate any complaint made in relation to
the registration and declaration of Members’ interests or any
complaint of a failure to do so;

(d) to consider matters of ethics in relation to the conduct of
Members in their capacity as such, and to give advice and issue
guidelines on such matters;
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(e) to report to the Council and make recommendations, including
a recommendation as to a sanction under Rule 85 (Sanctions
relating to Interests).

(2) The committee shall consist of a chairman, deputy chairman and 5
members who shall be Members appointed by the President in accordance with
an election procedure determined by the House Committee. In the event of the
temporary absence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may
elect a chairman to act during such absence. The chairman and 2 other
members shall constitute a quorum.

(3) The committee shall meet at the time and the place determined by
the chairman. Written notice of every meeting shall be given to the members at
least 5 clear days before the day of the meeting but shorter notice may be given
in any case where the chairman so directs.

4) Meetings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise
orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.

(5) All matters before the committee shall be decided by a majority of
the members voting. In the event that votes are equally divided, the chairman or
other member presiding shall have a casting vote.

(6) The committee may invite any person to attend before the
committee and to give evidence or to produce any paper, book, record or
document in the possession or under the control of such person.

(7) Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of
the committee shall be determined by the committee.

74. Committee on Rules of Procedure

(1) There shall be a committee to be called the Committee on Rules of
Procedure to review the Rules of Procedure of the Council and the committee
system, and to propose to the Council such amendments or changes as are
considered necessary. The committee may examine matters of practice and
procedure relating to the Council referred by the Council or its committees or
the President, or raised by its own members.
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(2) The committee shall consist of a chairman, a deputy chairman and
10 members who shall be Members appointed by the President in accordance
with an election procedure determined by the House Committee. The President
may be invited to attend its meeting to advise on matters of practice and
procedure relating to the Council. In the event of the temporary absence of the
chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a chairman to act
during that absence. The chairman and 3 other members shall constitute a
quorum.

(3) The committee shall meet at the time and the place determined by
the chairman. Written notice of every meeting shall be given to the members at
least 5 clear days before the day of the meeting but shorter notice may be given
in any case where the chairman so directs.

4) Meetings need not be held in public and the committee shall report
from time to time its deliberations and may make recommendations to the
Council.

(5) All matters before the committee shall be decided by a majority of
the members voting. In the event that votes are equally divided, the chairman
or other member presiding shall have a casting vote.

(6) Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of
the committee shall be determined by the committee.

75. House Committee

(D) There shall be a committee, to be called the House Committee, the
members of which shall be all the Members other than the President.

) The chairman and deputy chairman of the committee shall be
elected by the committee from among its members and shall hold office until the
election of the chairman and deputy chairman of the committee in the session
next following that for which they were elected. In the event of the temporary
absence of the chairman and deputy chairman, the committee may elect a
chairman to act during such absence. Notwithstanding the provision in subrule
(16), the chairman or the member presiding, as the case may be, shall have his
original vote in addition to his casting vote in such elections.

3) The clerk to the House Committee shall be responsible for calling
the first meeting of a term of the House Committee, and shall preside at the
beginning of that meeting for the purpose of electing the presiding Member for
the election of the chairman of the House Committee.
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4) At any time after a bill has been referred to the committee under
Rule 54(4) (Second Reading), the committee may allocate it to a Bills Committee
for consideration, or may cause it to be considered in such other manner as the
committee thinks fit.

(5) In deciding upon the timing and order of allocation of bills to a Bills
Committee, the committee may take into account the number and relative
priority of other bills currently referred to the committee under Rule 54(4)
(Second Reading), and may at any time vary any decision as to the timing and
order of allocation of any bill.

(6) Following allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the committee,
after consultation with that Bills Committee, may decide the date for completion
of consideration of the bill by the Bills Committee. Any such decision may be
varied at any time, after consultation with the Bills Committee.

(7) Upon the allocation of a bill to a Bills Committee, the members of
that Bills Committee shall be those Members (other than the President) who
signify membership in accordance with procedural rules (which shall provide
only for the manner and timing of such signification) decided by the committee.

(8) The committee may provide guidelines relating to the procedure of
the Bills Committees, subcommittees constituted under subrule (12) and Panels
constituted under Rule 77 (Panels).

9) The committee may discuss any deliberations of a Bills Committee
for the purpose of assisting members in preparation for resumption of second
reading debate in the Council.

(10) The committee shall decide the manner of consideration of any
subsidiary legislation which is subject to the provisions of sections 34 and 35 of
the Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1).

(11)  The committee may consider, in such manner as it thinks fit, any
other item relating to the business of the Council.

(12) The committee may appoint subcommittees for the purpose of
assisting the committee in the performance of its functions under subrules (10)
and (11).

(13) The committee may refer any policy matter relating to the business
of the Council to a Panel constituted under Rule 77 (Panels), may make
recommendation on the terms of reference for the consideration of such matter
after consultation with the Panel and may request and receive report on the
policy matter from the Panel and then report further to the Council as
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(14) The committee shall meet at the time and the place determined by
the chairman. Written notice of the place, day and time of every meeting shall
be given to the members at least 3 days before the day of the meeting but shorter
notice may be given in any case where the chairman so directs.

(15) Meetings of the committee shall be held in public unless the
chairman otherwise orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.

(16) 20 members, including the chairman, shall form a quorum. All
matters for the decision of the committee shall be decided by a majority of the
members voting. The chairman or any other member presiding shall not vote,
unless the votes of the other members are equally divided in which case he shall
have a casting vote.

(17)  Where the chairman so orders, any matter for the decision of the
committee may be considered by circulation of papers to the members of the
committee and each member may signify his approval in writing submitted to the
chairman. If a majority of the members so signify before the expiry of the
period specified by the chairman for the purpose, and if upon expiry of that
period no member has (in writing submitted to the chairman) signified
disapproval of the matter or requested that the matter be referred for decision at
a meeting of the committee, it shall be deemed to be approved by the committee.

(18)  Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of
the committee and its subcommittees shall be determined by the committee.

76. Bills Committees

(1) There shall be such number of committees, to be called Bills
Committees, as the House Committee considers appropriate.

(2) The chairman of a Bills Committee shall be elected by the
committee from among its members. The committee may also elect a deputy
chairman. In the event of the temporary absence of the chairman or any deputy
chairman, the committee may elect a chairman to act during such absence.

3) A Bills Committee shall consist of not less than 3 members
including the chairman. The quorum of a Bills Committee shall be 3 members
including the chairman, or one third of the members including the chairman (a
fraction of the whole number being disregarded), whichever is the greater.

4) A Bills Committee may appoint subcommittees for the purpose of
assisting the committee in the performance of its functions.
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(5) A Bills Committee shall meet at the time and the place determined
by the chairman. Written notice of the place, day and time of every meeting
shall be given to the members at least 3 days before the day of the meeting but
shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairman so directs.

(6) Meetings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise
orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.

(7) A Bills Committee shall consider the general merits and principles,
and the detailed provisions, of the bill allocated to it; and may also consider any
amendments relevant to the bill.

(8) All matters for the decision of a Bills Committee shall be decided by
a majority of the members voting. The chairman or any other member
presiding shall, if the votes be equally divided, have a casting vote in addition to
his original vote.

9) A Bills Committee shall, as soon as it has completed consideration
of the bill allocated to it, notify the House Committee and shall advise the
committee in writing of its deliberations and then report further to the Council.

(10)  The deliberations of a Bills Committee on a bill may be discussed
by the House Committee for the purposes of informing Members in preparation
for resumption of the second reading debate on the bill in Council. Such
deliberations shall not be binding on any Member, whether in Council, in a
committee of the whole Council or in the House Committee.

(11)  Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of a
Bills Committee and its subcommittees shall be determined by that Bills
Committee. In any such determination, a Bills Committee shall take into
account any guidelines provided under Rule 75(8) (House Committee).

77. Panels

(D) There shall be such number of committees, to be called Panels, as
the House Committee considers appropriate and as the Council may approve.

(2) The terms of reference of a Panel shall be recommended by the
House Committee and approved by the Council.

3) A Panel shall monitor and examine, to the extent it considers
necessary, policy matters referred to it by a member of the Panel or by the
House Committee.
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4) The members of a Panel shall be those Members (other than the
President) who signify membership in accordance with procedural rules (which
shall provide only for the manner and timing of such signification) decided by
the House Committee.

(5) The chairman of a Panel shall be elected by the Panel from among
its members. The Panel may also elect a deputy chairman. In the event of the
temporary absence of the chairman or any deputy chairman the Panel may elect a
chairman to act during such absence. The chairman and deputy chairman of a
Panel shall hold office until the election of the chairman and deputy chairman of
the Panel in the session next following that for which they were elected.

(6) A Member who is the chairman or deputy chairman of a
Government advisory body in respect of matters which a Panel considers to be
directly related to the terms of reference of the Panel shall not be the chairman
or deputy chairman of the Panel.

(7) A Member shall not be chairman or deputy chairman of more than
one Panel at the same time.

(8) A Panel shall consist of not less than 6 members including the
chairman. The quorum of a Panel shall be 3 members including the chairman, or
one third of the members including the chairman (a fraction of the whole number
being disregarded), whichever is the greater.

9) A Panel may, if it considers appropriate, appoint subcommittees to
study specific issues and to report to the Panel.

(10) A Panel or its subcommittee may, if it considers appropriate, meet
jointly with any other Panel or its subcommittee for the purpose of considering
any matter of common interest to the Panels. The quorum of a joint meeting
shall be one third of the members of all the relevant panels or subcommittees
including the chairman (a fraction of the whole number being disregarded). All
matters for decision at a joint meeting shall be decided by a majority of the
members voting. The chairman shall, if the votes be equally divided, have a
casting vote in addition to his original vote.

(11) A Panel shall meet at the time and the place determined by the
chairman of the Panel. Written notice of the place, day and time of every
meeting shall be given to the members at least 3 days before the day of the
meeting but shorter notice may be given in any case where the chairman so
directs.

(12)  Meetings shall be held in public unless the chairman otherwise
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(13)  All matters for the decision of a Panel shall be decided by a majority
of the members voting. The chairman or any other member presiding shall, if
the votes be equally divided, have a casting vote in addition to his original vote.
Such voting shall not be binding on any Member, whether in Council, in a
committee of the whole Council or in the House Committee.

(14) A Panel may make such reports as it considers appropriate to the
Council provided that there shall be at least one report during a session and
where requested by the House Committee or on its own motion, make a report in
writing to the House Committee on a particular matter.

(15)  Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and procedure of a
Panel or its subcommittee shall be determined by that Panel. In any such
determination, a Panel shall take into account any guidelines provided under
Rule 75(8) (House Committee).

78. Select Committees

(1) The Council may in each session appoint one or more select
committees to consider matters or bills which the Council may refer to the
committee.

(2) The President shall decide the size of every select committee and
shall appoint the chairman, deputy chairman and members thereof, taking into
account the recommendations of the House Committee.

(3) The quorum of a select committee shall be one third of the members
excluding the chairman, a fraction of a whole number being disregarded.

4) A select committee shall, as soon as it has completed consideration
of the matter or bill referred to it, report to the Council thereon and the
committee shall thereupon be dissolved. If the committee is of the opinion that
it will not be able to complete consideration of the matter or bill before the end
of the session, it shall so report to the Council.

(5) At the end of the session every select committee of the Council shall
be dissolved.

79. Procedure of Select Committees

(1) The deliberations of a select committee shall be confined to the
matter or matters referred to it by the Council, and in the case of a select
committee on a bill shall be confined to the bill committed to it and relevant
amendments.
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(2) A select committee shall meet at the time determined by the
chairman. The meetings of a select committee shall be held in public unless the
chairman otherwise orders in accordance with any decision of the committee.

(3) In the event of the temporary absence of the chairman and deputy
chairman the committee may elect a chairman to act during such absence.

4) The clerk to the committee appointed under Rule 6(7) (Duties of the
Clerk) shall attend meetings of the committee and shall keep the minutes of
proceedings of the committee.

(5) Divisions in a select committee shall be taken by the clerk to the
committee who shall ask each member of the committee separately how he
wishes to vote and record the votes accordingly.

(6) Neither the chairman nor any other member presiding shall vote,
unless the votes of the other members are equally divided in which case he shall
have a casting vote.

(7) (a) A member of a select committee may bring a report for their
consideration. When all the reports have been brought up the
chairman shall propose the reports in order until one is accepted
as a basis for discussion, beginning with his own report and
proceeding with the remainder in the order in which they were
brought up. The question to be proposed by the chairman on a
report shall be that the chairman’s (or Mr. ......... ’s) report be
read a second time paragraph by paragraph. When this
question has been agreed to, it shall not be proposed on further
reports but portions thereof may be offered as amendments to
the report under consideration if they are relevant to it.

(b) The committee shall then go through the report paragraph by
paragraph and the provisions of Rule 58 (Procedure in
Committee of the Whole Council on a Bill) shall apply as if the
report were a bill and the paragraphs were the clauses of the
bill.

(c) When consideration of the report paragraph by paragraph is
concluded and when all proposed new paragraphs have been
considered the chairman shall put the question that this report
be the report of the committee to the Council.

(8) A select committee may make a special report relating to the powers,
functions and proceedings of the committee on matters which it thinks fit to
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9) The minutes of proceedings of the committee shall record all
proceedings on consideration of a report or bill in the committee and on every
amendment proposed to the report or bill, with a note of divisions, if divisions
were taken in the committee, showing the names of members voting in the
division or declining to vote.

(10) A report or special report, with the minutes of proceedings of a
select committee and the minutes of evidence, if evidence was taken, shall be
laid on the Table of the Council by the chairman of the committee.

80. Attendance of Witness

(a) Any standing committee may summon, as required when
exercising its powers and functions, persons concerned to
testify or give evidence;

(b) the House Committee or a Bills Committee, Panel or select
committee(s), where so authorised by the Legislative Council,
may summon, as required when exercising the committee’s
powers and functions, persons concerned to testify or give
evidence,

but the Chief Executive may decide, in the light of security and vital public
interests, whether Government officials or other personnel in charge of
Government affairs should testify or give evidence before the Legislative
Council or its committees.

81. Premature Publication of Evidence

(1) The evidence taken before a select committee and documents
presented to the committee shall not, except in the case of meetings of the
committee held in public, be published by a member of the committee or by any
other person before the committee has presented its report to the Council.

(2) Any member of the committee who fails to comply with subrule (1)
may be admonished or reprimanded by the Council on a motion to that effect.
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MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

82. Employment of Members in Professional Capacity

No Member shall appear before the Council or any committee or
subcommittee in a professional capacity for or on behalf of a party or in a
capacity for which he is to receive a fee or award.

83. Registration of Interests

(1) Except for the purpose of making registration of interests under
subrule (2), every Member shall, not later than the date specified by resolution
made and passed by the Legislative Council, furnish to the Clerk, in such form
as may be approved by the President, particulars of his registrable interests.

(2) Every new Member of the Legislative Council shall, within 14 days
from the date of his becoming a new Member to fill a vacant seat, furnish to the
Clerk, in such form as may be approved by the President, particulars of his
registrable interests.

(3) Every Member shall furnish to the Clerk, in such form as may be
approved by the President, particulars of any change in such registrable interests,
within 14 days of any such change.

4) The Clerk shall cause those particulars to be entered in a Register of
Members’ Interests and that register shall be available for inspection by any
person during office hours.

(5) In this Rule, “registrable interests” means —

(a) remunerated directorships of companies, public or private;

(b) remunerated employments, offices, trades, professions or
vocations;

(c) the names of clients when the interests referred to above include
personal services by Members which arise out of or are related
in any manner to his membership of the Council;
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(d) financial sponsorships, as a Member of the Council, by any
person or organization, stating whether any such sponsorships
include any payment or any material benefit or advantage to the
Member or his spouse, whether direct or indirect;

(e) overseas visits made by the Member or his spouse relating to or
arising out of membership of the Council where the cost of any
such visit has not been wholly borne by the Member or public
funds;

(f) any payments or any material benefits or advantages received
by the Member or his spouse arising out of his membership of
the Council from or on behalf of:

(1) any government or organization of a place outside Hong
Kong; or

(i) any person who is not a Hong Kong permanent resident;
(g) land and property;

(h) the names of companies or other bodies in which the Member
has, to his knowledge, either himself or with or on behalf of his
spouse or infant children, a beneficial interest in shareholdings
of a nominal value greater than one-hundredth of the issued
share capital.

84. Personal Pecuniary Interest to be Disclosed

(1) A Member shall not vote upon any question, whether in the Council
or in any committee or subcommittee, in which he has a direct pecuniary
interest.

(2) A Member shall not move any motion or amendment relating to a
matter in which he has a pecuniary interest, whether direct or indirect, or speak
on any such matter, whether in the Council or in any committee or subcommittee,
without disclosing the nature of that interest.

(3) In any debate or proceedings of the Council or any committee or
subcommittee at which a Member is present he shall declare any direct
pecuniary interests which he has in the matter.
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4) A motion to disallow a Member’s vote on the ground of his direct
pecuniary interest under subrule (1) may be moved without notice by any
Member immediately upon the statement of the numbers voting in the division
by the President, Chairman of a committee of the whole Council or chairman,
but not otherwise.

(5) The President, Chairman of a committee of the whole Council or
chairman shall have discretion whether or not to propose the question upon such
a motion; and in exercising such discretion he shall have regard to the nature of
the question upon which the vote was taken and to the consideration whether the
interest therein of the Member whose vote is challenged is direct and pecuniary
and not an interest in common with the rest of the inhabitants of Hong Kong and
whether his vote was given on a matter of state policy.

(6) If the question for the disallowance of a Member’s vote is proposed,
the Member concerned may be heard in his place but he shall then withdraw
from the Council, a committee of the whole Council, a committee or
subcommittee for the duration of the debate and any vote on the question.

(7) If a motion for the disallowance of a Member’s vote is agreed to,
the President, Chairman of a committee of the whole Council or chairman shall
direct the Clerk to the Legislative Council or the clerk to alter the numbers
voting in the original division accordingly.

85. Sanctions relating to Interests

Any Member who fails to comply with Rule 83 (Registration of Interests)
or 84(1), (2) or (3) (Personal Pecuniary Interest to be Disclosed) may be
admonished, reprimanded or suspended by the Council on a motion to that
effect.

86. Admission of Press and Public

Subject to such rules as may from time to time be made by the President,
members of the press and of the public shall be admitted as spectators of
meetings of the Council. The Clerk shall ensure that such rules are complied
with.

87. Disorderly Conduct

The President, Chairman of a committee of the whole Council or chairman
of a committee or subcommittee may order the removal from a meeting of any
member of the press or of the public who behaves, or who appears likely to
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88. Withdrawal of Members of the Press and of the Public

(1) At a meeting of the Council, a committee of the whole Council, a
committee or a subcommittee a Member may without notice at any time rise and
move that members of the press and of the public do withdraw, specifying
whether the withdrawal is to be for the remainder of that day’s meeting or during
the consideration of certain business. The President, Chairman or chairman
shall forthwith propose the question thereon and the Council, committee of the
whole Council, committee or subcommittee shall dispose of it before proceeding
further with the business which was before it when the motion was moved.

(2) The President or Chairman may at any time order members of the
press and of the public to withdraw and the doors of the Council Chamber to be
closed.

3) When an order has been made by the Council, committee of the
whole Council, committee or subcommittee, or by the President or Chairman
under subrule (1) or (2), members of the press and of the public shall forthwith
withdraw from the Council Chamber or the committee room in which the
committee or subcommittee is meeting, and the Clerk or clerk shall ensure that
the order is complied with.

89. Procedure for Obtaining Leave for Member to Attend as Witness in
Civil Proceedings

(1) For the purpose of obtaining the leave of the Council under section
6(2) of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382) in
order that a Member may be required to attend as a witness in any civil
proceedings on a day when the Council is meeting, the party to the proceedings
requiring the Member so to attend on that day shall not later than 21 days before
that day submit to the Clerk a written statement of the request and of the reasons
why the attendance of the Member is required on that day.

(2) The request for leave shall be placed on the Agenda for the meeting
next following the receipt thereof by the Clerk and, unless on a motion which
may be moved without notice at that meeting by any Member the Council
determines that such leave shall be refused, the Council shall be deemed to have
ordered that such leave be granted.

(3) The Clerk shall give written notice of the decision of the Council to
the party by whom the request for leave is made and also to the Member
concerned.
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90. Procedure for Obtaining Leave to Give Evidence of Council
Proceedings

(1) For the purpose of obtaining the leave of the Council under section
7 of the Legislative Council (Powers and Privileges) Ordinance (Cap. 382) in
order that evidence may be given elsewhere in respect of the contents of minutes,
records of evidence or any document laid before the Council or a committee or
subcommittee, or in respect of any proceedings or examination held before the
Council or a committee or subcommittee, the person seeking such leave shall
submit to the Clerk a written statement of the request and the reasons therefor
and such further information as the Clerk, on the direction of the President, may
require in any particular case.

(2) The request for leave shall be placed on the Agenda for such
meeting as the President may appoint and, unless on a motion which may be
moved without notice at that meeting by any Member the Council determines
that such leave shall be refused, the Council shall be deemed to have ordered
that such leave be granted.

3) The Clerk shall give written notice of the decision of the Council to
the person by whom the request for leave is made.

4) Where the leave of the Council referred to in subrule (1) is sought
during any recess or adjournment or dissolution of the Council such leave may
be given by the President or, if the President is unable to act, by the Member
presiding.

91. Suspension of Rules

A motion which has the object or effect of suspending a Rule shall not be
moved except after notice or with the consent of the President.
92. Procedure if Rules of Procedure do not Provide

In any matter not provided for in these Rules of Procedure, the practice and
procedure to be followed in the Council shall be such as may be decided by the

President who may, if he thinks fit, be guided by the practice and procedure of
other legislatures.
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Interpretation

In these Rules of Procedure, unless the context otherwise requires—

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(€)

()

“Basic Law” means the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China;

the expression “clear days” excludes the day of the giving of a
notice, the day of the relevant meeting and intervening public
holidays;

“designated public officer” means a public officer designated
by the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region under Article 62(6) of the Basic Law;

“Clerk to the Legislative Council” means the Secretary General
of the Legislative Council Secretariat appointed under section
15(1) of the Legislative Council Commission Ordinance (Cap.
443) and includes the Deputy Secretary General and any
Assistant Secretary General of the Legislative Council
Secretariat ;

“committee” means a standing or select committee or any other
committee of the Council, or a subcommittee of such
committees; and

references to printing include references to all mechanical,
electrical, electronic and photographic methods of reproducing
words in visible form.
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Schedule

Procedure for the
Election of the President of the Legislative Council

The election of the President of the Council shall be conducted at a
meeting of the Council.

Nominations

2. Not less than 7 clear days before the day of the election, the Clerk to the
Council shall invite Members to make nominations for the office of President
and distribute the nomination forms as provided in Annex I.

3. A nomination form for the office of President shall be signed by a
Member making the nomination and by at least three other Members seconding
the nomination. The Member being nominated shall sign on the form to
indicate acceptance of the nomination. The completed nomination form shall
reach the Clerk’s office at least 4 clear days before the day of the election.

4. The name of a Member shall not appear on more than one nomination
form, whether in the capacity as a Member being nominated, or as a Member
making the nomination, or as a Member seconding the nomination. In the
event that a Member’s name appears on more than one nomination form
(whether in the capacity as a Member being nominated or as a Member making
the nomination, or as a Member seconding the nomination), only the first such
nomination form received by the Clerk’s office shall be valid and the Clerk shall
immediately return any invalid form to the Member who made the nomination.

5. Upon the close of the nomination period, the Clerk shall prepare a list of
all the nominations in the order of receipt by his office and shall distribute the
list to all the Members of the Council at least 2 clear days before the day of the
election.

Election of Presiding Member

6. At the meeting for the election of the President, the Council shall first
proceed with the election of a Member to preside over the election of the
President, and the process shall be presided over by the Clerk.

7. The Clerk calls for nominations for the presiding Member. A valid
nomination shall be made orally by a Member, seconded by at least one other
Member who should not be the Member being nominated, and accepted by the
Member being nominated.



Ly — 1998 F TR 2 H
192 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 2 July 1998

8. If there is only one nomination to be the presiding Member, the Clerk
shall announce this and declare the Member elected as presiding Member.

9. If there are two or more nominations, the Clerk shall announce a vote
by secret ballot and shall arrange for a ballot paper which shall be in accordance
with the form in Annex Il to be distributed to each of the Members present.

10. A Member present who wishes to vote shall put down in legible form
the name of the nominee of his choice on the ballot paper, and place the ballot
paper into the ballot box.

11. After all the Members present who wish to vote have done so, the Clerk
shall count the ballot papers in front of all the Members present. Any Member
may request to check the result for confirmation.

12. The Clerk shall then announce the result and declare elected as the
presiding Member the nominee who receives the highest number of valid votes
among all the nominees.

13. If two or more nominees receive the same highest number of valid votes,
the Clerk shall announce that lots will be drawn by him to determine which
nominee should be elected.

14. The Clerk shall then draw lots accordingly and shall forthwith declare
the nominee whose name is drawn, elected as the presiding Member.

Election of President

15. The presiding Member shall then assume the chair and the election of
the President commences. The presiding Member shall announce all the valid
nominations that the Clerk’s office has received.

16. If there is only one valid nomination for the office of President, the
presiding Member shall announce this and declare the candidate elected.

17. If there are two or more valid nominations, the presiding Member shall
order a vote by secret ballot and shall direct the Clerk to distribute to each of the
Members present a ballot paper which shall be in accordance with the form in
Annex Ill. The names of all the candidates shall be listed in the ballot paper
according to the order of receipt of their nominations by the Clerk’s office.

18. A Member present who wishes to vote shall mark a “v”” only in the box
opposite the name of the candidate of his choice on the ballot paper, and place
the ballot paper into the ballot box. Any ballot paper not marked, not properly
marked or marked with more than a “v” shall be discarded.



Ly — 1998 F TR 2 H
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — 2 July 1998 193

19. After all the Members present who wish to vote have cast their votes,
the Clerk shall count the ballot papers in front of all the Members present and
report the result to the presiding Member who shall check the result for
confirmation.

20. The presiding Member shall declare elected as the President the
candidate who receives the highest number of votes among all the candidates.

21. If two or more candidates receive the same highest number of votes, the
presiding Member shall order a second round of voting at the same meeting in
respect of these candidates, to be conducted in the same manner as provided in
paragraphs 17 to 20 above.

22. If no one candidate obtains more votes than any other candidate in the
second round of voting, the presiding Member shall announce that lots will be
drawn by him to decide which of the candidates should be the President.

23. The presiding Member shall then draw lots and, in accordance with the
result of the drawing of the lots, forthwith declare that candidate elected as the
President.

24. The presiding Member shall then step down to make way for the
President, who may address the Council and shall then proceed with the business
of the meeting or adjourn the Council or suspend the meeting, as the case may
be.
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Annex |
To : Clerk to the Legislative Council
Election of the President of the Legislative Council
Nomination Form
1. In accordance with the election procedure prescribed under the Schedule

to the Rules of Procedure, I nominate the Honourable
for the office of President of the Legislative Council commencing _

(date).
Name Signature
Member making the nomination
Members seconding the nomination
(at least three)
Date :
2. T accept the nomination.
Name Signature

Member being nominated

Date:
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Annex 11

i

Legislative Council

ERYTRHFIETERFERK A
Election of Member to preside at the election of
President of the Legislative Council

BB &H
IJ N

BALLOT PAPER

BIEDNAEMERERE LB ENEE AR A
Please put down in legible form the name of the
nominee of your choice in the space below.
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Annex 111

Election of the President of the Legislative Council

Ballot Paper

Date of election:

VOTE FOR ONE CANDIDATE ONLY

MARK “v”” IN BOX OPPOSITE
NAME OF CANDIDATE OF YOUR CHOICE

Name of candidate

Note: If there are more or less than 5 candidates the final form of the Ballot Paper will
be amended accordingly.



